SAPPER JOHN FREDERICK KIKKERT
7682 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Johan (Jack) Frederik Kikkert was born in Amsterdam, Holland 21 February, 1882 the son of Johan Frederik and Gezina Helena (nee de Logie) Kikkert.  Military experience was gained from thirteen years with the Marines in Holland.  He married at twenty-six years of age to Geeske Batstra (24) in Amsterdam on 2 September, 1908.
He stated he arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on 11 November, 1910 from Java, Dutch East Indies on the HMS De Reyter and resided at Barragup and Holyoake, W.A. working as a labourer. 

At Nannup, W.A. on 3 October, 1915 he first applied to enlist for active service abroad.

At the Police Magistrates Court in Perth on 4 November, 1915 he applied to be a naturalized Australian and completed their paperwork.

At the recruiting depot at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 5 November, 1915 the thirty-three-year-old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad passing the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation reveal he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighed 76kgs (168lbs) with a dark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father John Frederick Kikkert of (street unknown) Amsterdam, Holland.  Naturalized British Subject papers had been sent to take the Oath of Allegiance.
Basic training commenced with the 35th Depot Battalion on 4 November, 1915.

He appeared before the Police Magistrate and proceedings were reported in the:
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He was assigned to the 15th Reinforcements to the 16th Battalion on February 28 training at Belmont camp with his rank as Private and the regimental number 4949.
Military discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Belmont 18/3/16 AWL from 2 p.m. parade until Reveille 20/3/16


Award:

Fined 2/6s and forfeit 2 day’s pay

 On 1 April was returned to the 22nd Depot Battalion and appeared before the medical board on 14 April and his Statement of Case reads:


Disease of disability:
Social disease


Origin of disability:
Middle of February, 1916



Place of disability:
Perth



Essential facts:
Syphilis



Present condition:
Local condition now healed



Disability:

Not a wound or injury / not caused by service



Treatment:

Intravenous injection of 606 from 27/3/16 to 16/4/16


Recommendation:
Discharge as permanently unfit, without compensation



Approved:

Blackboy Hill 17/4/16

Military Discharge took place at Blackboy Hill on 29 April, 1916 as medically unfit by default.
This appeared in the military publication as:


He is listed in 1916 working at the Great Boulder Lease, Fimiston as a miner and then resided at 7 Wittenoom Street, Boulder and in 1917 was at the Angel Hotel, Boulder.

On April 10, 1917 he re-applied to enlist for service abroad at the recruiting office in Boulder and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken were his height at 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a chest measurement of 100cms (39ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Acknowledgment to the volunteers was published in the:


Attestation forms and final medical examinations were completed at Kalgoorlie and describe the thirty-five-year-old single miner further as weighing 81.8kgs (180lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-100cms (37-39ins) with a dark complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were 4 vaccination scars on his left arm, tattoo marks of Anchor, initials J.F.K. and on the right side were two anchors, one forearm and one on thumb.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin initially was given as his brother Derck Kikkert (address unknown) and later his father John Frederick Kikkert of 68 Lybaanyracht, Amsterdam, Holland, Europe.  He was sworn in the same day.
After basic training he was allotted to the Tunnelling Companies Reinforcements and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria on 1 August, 1917 joining the April, 1917 Reinforcements.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7682.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his father John Frederick Kikkert, Lybannyracht No. 68 Amsterdam, Holland.
The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  
The final journey to England was completed after a 55-day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded overseas to France from Folkstone on 14 November, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  On November 19 was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  Marched out to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion on 6 December and taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on December 18.

In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded: 
“45 Sappers as reinforcements marched in during Dec., 1917 and were taken on strength of the Company.  

In the month of December, 1917, was completed the programme of work on Dugouts in Old German Lines at Hill 70, where, ever since its capture, a Section of the Company had been employed in opening up and renovating the captured Dugouts, in salvaging old O.G. sets of timber from the enemy galleries, carrying and shaping them for use in construction of new Dugouts, Observation Posts, T.M. Emplacements etc.”

He was issued with one Blue Chevron for serving one year abroad on 8 August, 1917.
Went sick to the 35th Field Ambulance suffering laryngitis then moved to the 22nd Casualty Clearing Station two day later.  On 27 April was diagnosed with effects of a gas shell attack at the 1st Canadian General Hospital in Boulogne until 2 June when entered the 6th Convalescent Depot at Etaples.  A week later was moved to the 5th Convalescent Depot at Cayeux and on June 19 transferred to the 10th Aust Convalescent Depot at Havre.  
He was a recipient of comfort gifts from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and each signed the letter of thanks which was reprinted in the:


On 27 June marched out to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and re-joined his unit from hospital on 4 July, 1918.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

While on Active Service from 9.30 p.m. 28/6/18 to 29/6/18 (24hrs)



Award:

Forfeits 14 day’s pay by O.C. A.G.B.D. Rouelles 30/6/18

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Leave was granted from 23 November, 1918 to 7 December.  While on leave was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 6 December for treatment of a social disease and after 55 days of curative care was discharged to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse on 30 January, 1919.  Marched out on 11 February to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.
On 9 May, 1919 was moved to the No. 2 Group camp and a day later to the Aust Army Service Corps Training Depot.  Was admitted on 23 May, 1919 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital suffering burns to his hands due to an accident.  Was to be discharged on 5 June and granted the balance of his leave and instructed to report to Parkhouse on 7 June.  
Left the A.A.S.C. Training Depot on 28 May being discharged to Administration Headquarters on June 5 and reported to Headquarters for balance of leave on 7 July to Scandinavia.
After demobilisation Sapper Kikkert embarked for Australia on15 July, 1919 on board H.T. Takada.  


News of their impending arrival was reported in the:
The transport docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on 29 August, 1919.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 4 October, 1919 as medically unfit.
He married in 1920 in Victoria to Dora Thurston who had three children and in 1924 were listed at 26 Brooks Street, North Fitzroy with the occupation of polisher where they remained after 1931. 

The British War Medal (20334) and the Victory Medal (190300) were issued to Sapper 7682 John Frederick Kikkert, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  The Medal Section of Base Records wrote to the Repatriation Branch in Melbourne aware of his transfer there asking for his address or any information to assist in contacting him.  Repatriation Department replied on 20 January, 1925 that his present address was 26 Brooks Street, Fitzroy North and his pension certificate was No.357912 at Elizabeth Street, Post Office, Melbourne.

Base Records sent their application form to his address and he collected his medals over the counter on 31 January, 1925. 

A Statement of his Service was requested from the Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Department from Base Records and duly forwarded on 24 March, 1926.

In 1934 they had moved to 305 Gillies Street, Fairfield with the same occupation.

Another request from the Repatriation Department for a copy of his service records and Base Records obliged on 21 August, 1944.

John Frederick Kikkert died on 3 August, 1946 from an injury to his arm aged 64 years.  News of the incident was reported in the:

Family announcements and arrangements were placed in the:

The hearing at the Coroners Court was reported in the:
Interment in an unmarked grave had taken place on 6 August, 1946 in Preston Cemetery in plot 0 in gravesite no. 9945.
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Truth (Perth) Saturday February 12, 1916:


KIKKERT AND HIS KHAKI


On Monday morning, a soldier named Jack Kikkert, was charged before the P.M., with using obscene language and resisting arrest on Saturday afternoon.  Kikkert is a native of Holland, and he claimed not to have too good a knowledge of English, and not to be able to read it.  Der King and Guntry vos call him, vosn’t it, anyhow.


P.C. Larsen said he saw a crowd near Russel Square about 1.15 P.m. on Saturday.  On investigating, he found a woman, in a drunken state, sitting on a seat.  He spoke to her, and she said the accused had taken away her child.  The accused was further along James-street, and the witness asked the


WOMAN TO ACCOMPANY HIM


She would not go because she was too drunk, and would not get off the seat.  The witness went after the accused, and asked him for the go-cart and child.  He refused to give it up. Saying it was his child and the woman was his wife.  This, it was subsequently found, was false.


The accused was handed the slip of paper, with the language and he said he could not read English because he was born in Holland.  He knew the woman for two years, he said, and didn’t think he was doing any harm.


The P.M. said that bad as the case was it was distinctive from others before him recently.  For that reason he would be treated the same as ordinary people, and fined £1 or 114 days on the first charge, and £1/10/ or 21 days on the second.





Camp Chronicle (Midland Junction) Thursday May 4, 1916:


STRUCK OFF STRENGTH


Pte. Kikkert, J.F. 22 Depot, medically unfit by default.				Article abridged








Kalgoorlie Miner Friday April 13, 1917:


RECRUITING CAMPAIGN – GOLDFIELDS VOLUNTEERS – SEVEN PASSED


The names of 15 volunteers were registered at the Central Recruiting Office, Palace Chambers, Maritania-street yesterday and seven of the men were accepted.  Their names are as follows:


BOULDER


PASSED AS FIT—J.F. Kikkert, Angel Hotel, Boulder					Article abridged





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 19, 1918:


Mrs R.M. Jordan, the secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Committee, has received the following list of names of soldiers who have received parcels sent by the committee— J. Kikkert	Article abridged





The Daily News Monday August 11, 1919:


COMING HOME OUR RETURNED HEROES – TADAKA LIST


7682 Spr KIKKERT J.F. 3rd Tunn. Co.						Article abridged





The Daily News Monday 25 August, 1919:


SHIPPING


Takada, due Fremantle from Colombo, 6 a.m. August 27 with 7 officers and 218 troops.





Age (Melbourne) Monday 5 August, 1946:


MAN DIES AFTER QUARREL


Bleeding profusely from a wound in his arm Mr John Frederick Kikkert, 65 years, Gillies-street, Fairfield, was assisted by his wife to a shop at the corner of Station-street and Darebin-road, Fairfield, on Saturday night.  After placing a long-bladed knife on the counter Mr Kikkert collapsed and died.


During the afternoon he had visited the shop where he telephoned Northcote police complaining that he had been assaulted by a man at his home.  Police went to his home but found the alleged assailant had left the premises.  After the visit of the police the man is alleged to have returned to the house and had an altercation with Mr Kikkert, who was later found to have a badly lacerated arm.





Age Melbourne) Tuesday August 6, 1946:


DEATHS


KIKKERT—On August 3, at Fairfield, John Frederick, loved husband of Dora, loved father of Doreen and step-father of Jim, Harry and Alma Thurston (deceased), aged 64 years.


FUNERALS


KIKKERT—The Funeral of the late JOHN FREDERICK KIKKERT will leave the Memorial Chapel of W.G. Raven 287 Smith-street, Fitzroy, THIS DAY, at 11 a.m. for the Preston Cemetery.


W.G. RAVEN





Mirror (Perth) Saturday December 14, 1946:


WIDOW SOBS ABUSE OF DEAD HUSBAND


Usually placid atmosphere of Melbourne’s Coroners’ Court was shattered the other day by a widow’s hysterical outburst in condemning her dead husband.  “He was bad—bad—bad!” sobbed frail Mrs Dora Kikkert with the intense and emotional bitterness she told of a marriage of violent quarrelling.


Ordered from the witness-box by Coroner Marwick, until she regained her composure, Mrs Kikkert sat in the body of the court murmuring “Oh the torture; the torture,” while her daughter sought to comfort her.


Evidence disclosed that French-polisher, John Frederick Kikkert, of North Fairfield, staggered into a store, collapsed and died from loss of blood and a severed artery in the right forearm.


How he came by the fatal wound is no mystery—police and doctors are satisfied it was caused when he brandished a carving knife, made from an old hacksaw blade, through a broken window.


Mystery however, surrounds the whereabouts of Kikkert’s step-son Horace Thurston (40), who, since that night of tragedy, has successfully eluded all attempts by police to interview him.


Prelude to Kikkert’s death was a quarrel with his stepson, according to witnesses at the inquest, the culmination of many previous disputes between the pair.


Outcome of the quarrel was the smashing of every window in the small weatherboard house, the death of Kikkert, and the disappearance of Thurston.


Police statements gave assurance that Kikkert’s fatal wound had been caused by a jagged piece of glass in the window frame—but still Thurston showed reluctance to contact the police.


At the inquest police stated that efforts to trace him had been fruitless, but his step-sister, under questioning, admitted that on three occasions since the death of Kikkert Thurston had visited the house, once to stay overnight—but he still refused to contact the police as “he was scared of them.”


Thus, how Kikkert came to his death is not yet decided: Coroner Marwick, although satisfied that the cause was loss of blood from a laceration on the right fore-arm “cannot determine, in the absence of the witness, Horace Thurston, whether the laceration was inflicted accidentally or not.”





Preston Cemetery, Melbourne, Vic


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website
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