SAPPER PATRICK KELLY
157 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 133073 – Royal Fusiliers
Patrick Kelly stated he was born in Forbes, New South Wales in 1880 the son of Rose Kelly later becoming Mrs Rose Lydard / Lydiard.  

At the Darling Downs Recruiting Depot in Toowoomba, Queensland the thirty-five-year-old shearer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 23 September, 1915.  Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 72kgs (170lbs) with a chest expansion of 97cms (38ins) and had a sandy complexion with grey eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his father Joseph Kelly of 85 Goodler Street, Surry Hills and later changed to his mother Mrs Rose Lydard of the same address.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st M.D.) until 28 October when allotted to the Mining Corps and sent to their training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, New South Wales joining other volunteers from across the country in training as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 157 in No. 1 Company.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
Military Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Absent without leave from 10 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. 26/7/16



Award:

7 days Field Punishment No. 1 by O. C.

He appeared before a Field General Court Martial held on 24 August, 1916 at 109th Infantry Brigade in the field.



Charged:
(1) When on active service, deserting His Majesty’s service





(2) When on active service – breaking out of camp when under





open arrest 10/6/16



Pleaded:
not guilty



Found:

not guilty of desertion but guilty of absence without leave from 19.15hrs




on 10/8/16 to 16.30hrs on 11/8/16 on 1st charge.



Found:

Guilty on 2nd charge



Sentence:
9 months Imprisonment Hard Labour



Confirmation:
Confirmed by Brig-General R.G. Shuter, 109th Inf. Bde





In confinement awaiting trial from 12/8/16 to 23/8/16.  Total forfeiture.

Sapper was committed to prison for sentence on 24 August and left on August 31 for the Military Prison at Havre, France.

On 23 May, 1917 was released to the Aust General Base Depot, Etaples and marched in from there to Rouelles and re-joined his unit from prison on 4 June, 1917.

Further discipline was issued for the following:

.



Offence:
While on active service AWL from 1.15 p.m. to 2.45 p.m. 10/17/17


Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 by O.C. 1st Tun Co.

Was admitted to the 98th Field Ambulance with dental caries on 11 November, 1917 and returned to his unit.

In trouble again the following was issued:



Crime:

W.O.A.S. 17/10/17 (1) Drunkenness (2) Conduct prejudice to good order





and military discipline



Award:

21 days F.P. No.2 by O.C. 1st Tun Co. 18/10/17

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Marched in to the Aust General Base Depot on 7 March, 1918 and transferred to the 5th Division Pioneer Battalion and taken on strength on March 17.
He was wounded in action on 26 June, 1918 but returned to duty.

Base Records advised his mother on 10 July, 1918 that he had been wounded slightly but remained on duty.  His address was given for correspondence.

Leave was granted and taken to the United Kingdom from 6th to 13th August, 1918.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and they remained on the front.

Discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

Absenting himself without leave from 06.30hrs 23/12/18 until





reporting back at 10.30 p.m. 24/12/18



Award:

7 days F.P. but the punishment was crossed out


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay



Offence:
Absenting himself without leave from 09.00hrs on 10/1/19 until





09.00hrs on 16/1/19



Award:

21 days F.P. No. 2 by C.O. Rattabur 16/1/19

Total forfeiture:
26 day’s pay

On 29 January, 1919 was reported as traced on 14/2/19.

He appeared before a Field General Court Martial held on 19/3/19:


Charge:
(1) AWL from 09.00hrs 29/1/19 to 12.00 5/2/19





(2) AWL from 13.45hrs 6/2/19 to 10.45hrs 14/2/19



Finding:
Guilty



Sentenced:
90 days F.P. No.1



Confirmed:
Brig-General Stewart G.O.C. 14th Brigade



Promulgated:
27/3/19





Period under charge 14/2/19 to 19/3/19



Forfeiture:
for 19/3/19 concurrent

Sapper embarked on 14 May, 1919 from Havre for England disembarking at Southampton and marching in to No. 5 Group Camp at Weymouth.
Military Discharge was issued in London in consequence of being demobilised with effect on 28 June, 1919 after serving 3 years and 279 days of which 3 years and 129 days were served abroad.  He was entitled to 4 Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform and one wound distinction.  Reserved all Active and Deferred pay over and above Fifteen pounds (£15) received by me this Third day of June, One Thousand and Nine Hundred and Nineteen.  Parchment Certificate of Discharge No.765 was also issued.
Marched out to Demobilisation Department to join the North Russian Relief Force on 26 May, 1919.
An expeditionary force made up of Allied members, including some Australian volunteers was landed at Murmansk in March, 1918 to support the weakening Russian front against Germany and reinforced by further landings at Archangel in August, 1918.  In supporting the White Russians, the force became involved against the Bolsheviks.  To extract this force after the Armistice and following the Russian winter the North Russia Relief Force was raised in the United Kingdon again, including Australian volunteers and comprised of:


45th Battalion and 46th Battalion Royal Fusiliers - 2nd Battalion Hampshire Regiment


1st Battalion Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Regiment – 2 companies of 201st Battalion 

Machine Gun Corps – armed company of Chinese Labour Corps – 55th Battalion Royal


Garrison Artillery – 240th and 241st Light Trench Mortar Batteries – 250th Signal Company


Royal Engineers – 385th Field Company Royal Engineers.


5,000 personnel from United States who named it the Polar Bear Expedition  

France also contributed with 3 Artillery Batteries, an Infantry Battalion and a Regiment, Engineers and a company of ski troops.

Italy supplied about 1350 personnel

White Russian forces

Serbian and Polish infantry and Czechoslovakian Legion of about 30 members.

They had three objectives: 
(1) they hoped to prevent the Allied war materiel stockpiles in Arkhangelsk (Arkangel) from falling into German or Bolshevik hands; 
(2) to mount an offensive to rescue the Czechoslovak Legion which was stranded along the Trans-Siberian Railroad, and resurrect the Eastern Front; 
(3) by defeating the Bolshevik army with the assistance of the Czechoslovak Legion, to expand anti-communist forces drawn from the local citizenry.

The British Forces arrived in North Russia in June, 1919.  All British forces were evacuated by September, 1919.

Patrick Kelly’s service ended on 13 February, 1920 and it appears he returned home to Queensland after that time.

The Department of Defence at Base Records wrote on 28 August, 1921 to the Officer in Charge, Infantry Records, Tavistock Square, London that this soldier has by his service with the Aust Imperial Force from 23.9.15 to 28.6.19 qualified for the British War Medal and the Victory Medal, in consequence of his subsequent service as 133073 Royal Fusiliers.  His last known address was Royal Fusiliers.  
A return slip dated 12 October, 1921 accompanied the letter had typed that the soldier qualified for the British War Medal and the Victory Medal while in service from 5 June, 1919 to 13 February, 1920 as 133073 Private with the Royal Fusiliers.  His last known address was 85 Goodler Street, Sydney, NSW.
In 1930 there is a labourer at Home Hill named Patrick Kelly that could be him.

Patrick wrote to Base Records from Pringle Downs, Roma, Qld on 30 July, 1933 writing as he understood it was possible to get a record of service.  He enlisted in Queensland some time in September, 1915 and left Australia with the Miners’ Battalion which was formed into the 1st Tunnelling Company when France was reached.  “My number was 157.  I got discharged in London and joined up a British Regiment called the 45th Royal Fusiliers and went with them to North Russia.  I have also lost my Discharge I got off the British Army.  They were taken off me with some other papers in Ayr, Queensland.  I do not know my number in the British Regiment.  I would like you to give me any information regard to money stopped out of my pay as am told you can recover it.  Yours faithfully,     Patk Kelly, care of Post Office, Roma.”
Base Records replied on 18 August, 1933 advising that a Statement of Service can take place of your lost Certificate of Discharge from the A.I.F. and obtained in terms of the enclosure.  Regarding stoppages from your War Gratuity, as you enlisted in Queensland, all financial matters in connection with your service would be dealt with by the District Finance Officer, Victoria Barracks, Petrie Terrace, Brisbane, Qld, to whom he should apply on that subject.

This letter was returned unclaimed from Roma Post Office on 3 September, 1933.

There is a death registered for a Patrick Kelly passing away on 14 September, 1960 that might be him as the age matches.  He died in Brisbane with funeral arrangements undertaken by Cannon and Cripps, Funeral Directors.  Interment took place in the Anzac Section 9 of Lutwyche Cemetery within section 7 in grave no. 29.  There is no plaque or headstone.
On 11 October, 1960 the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records as a claim for benefits had been made.

His name is commemorated on the Toowoomba Roll of Honour Board.
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Footnote:  Further brief information on the Australians’ involvement can be gleaned from the following article
Toowoomba Roll of Honour Board


Photo sourced from Monument Australia website





Army National Thursday July 21, 1966:


AUSTRALIANS FOUGHT IN NORTHERN RUSSIA


It was at this time in 1919 that Australian soldiers fought in Northern Russia.


A volunteer force, the British North Russian Relief Force, was raised to relieve troops already in Russia, and Australian soldiers obtained their discharges from the AIF to join this force.


There were allotted to the 45th Battalion, The Royal Fusiliers and the 201st Battalion, Machine Gun Corps.


Two companies within the 45th Battalion were composed of Australians.


Thus, between 200 and 300 Australians were prepared to accept a further period of vigorous active service.


The volunteer brigade of the Relief Force was commanded by Brig-Gen L.W. de V. Sadier-Jackson and arrived in Russia on June 5, 1919.										


Continues:


The Australians were prominent in several actions, their first of major importance being July 23. On this occasion, 150 of them had gone with Gen. Ironside when he went to investigate a meeting of Whie Russian forces at Obozerskaya.  It was this group who repulsed a Bolshevik attack on a railway in the area.


The Australians surprised the enemy during a relief of their forward blockhouses, killed 30 with the bayonet, wounded many others and set fire to the blockhouses before withdrawing.


Brig-Gen. Sadlier-Jackson launched an attack with his brigade, including the Australians, on the Dwina front in August 10, and this also was a complete success.


More than 3,000 prisoners were taken and heavy losses inflicted.


The objective of enveloping and destroying the enemy was attained, thus opening the way for the peaceful evacuation of British and Allied forces.


Nineteen days later, the two Australian companies were again employed in routing the Bolsheviks in a bayonet charge on the railway near Seleskoe.


By the time Gen. Lord Rawlinson had arrived in country to direct the excavation of all Allied forces and, on September 10, the withdrawal to Archangel commenced.


This operation was completed by the 23rd and the troops embarked for home five days later.


Two Australian volunteers, Cpl Arthur Percy Sullivan and Sgt Samuel George Pearse, won the V.C. in this campaign.					Taken from “They Dared Mightily” edited by Lionel Wigmore











