SAPPER JOSEPH JAMES KELLEY
7509 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Gympie, Queensland was the birthplace of Joseph James Kelley on 2 May, 1892 the son of Stephen and Beatrice (nee Wildren) Kelley.  From 1903 to 1909 the family were residing at Heuseman Street, Mt Perry and his occupation was a miner.

He was mining at Mount Morgan in 1915 with his address care of J. Trembath, Dee Street.

At the central recruiting depot in Rockhampton on 5 June, 1917 the single twenty-five-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  Postal address was care of Mrs Persley, Cowper Street, Mt Morgan.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed on 7 June and describe him further weighing 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a dark complexion, good vision in his brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Beatrice Kelley of Bennett Street, Malmsbury, Victoria and later changed to Post Office, Leongatha, Vic.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the: 
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Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane initially with the Pioneer Battalion for five days from June 20 then allotted to the Miners depot on June 26.  Final Home Leave was taken from 3 to 8 July and continued training with B Coy Tunnelling Company to 5 August, 1917.  He joined the April, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies at Seymour, Victoria and in preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his mother Mrs Beatrice Kelley, Post Office Leongatha, Gippsland, Victoria.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7509.
The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   On 19 August Sapper was admitted to the ship’s hospital suffering Influenza and after five days returned to duty on August 23.  After crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55-day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded from Southampton on 14 November, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later and marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  On November 24 was attached to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion returning on 13 December, 1917.
On 22 December, 1917 was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company who had just moved to Ytres in the Cambrai sector.
Service continued without illness or injury and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Sapper was taken on strength with the Company on 2 January, 1918.

Discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

While on Active Service drunkenness 10/4/18



Award:

20 days Field Punishment No. 2 by C.O. on 11/4/18

Sapper was wounded in action on 9 June, 1918 suffering the effects of gas from a shell attack and taken to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station.  On June 11 was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.17 to the 2nd Stationary Hospital at Outreau remaining until invalided to England on June 20 on the hospital ship Jan Breydal entering the Military Hospital at Clandon Park, Guildford affiliated with the Royal Herbert Hospital the following day with gas poisoning effects (severe).

Base Records regretted to advise his mother at Leongatha on 28 June, 1918 that it was reported that Sapper Kelley had been wounded (gassed) and his address for correspondence was included.

On 9 July after eighteen days treatment for bronchitis was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford and three days later discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  At the Classification Hut there was assessed and found all vital organs were clear and patient felt well but a little dizzy at times.  On 14 August was short winded but doing well and on 28 August a nocturnal cough was noted.
Base Records informed his mother on 13 July, 1918 that he had been admitted to the Royal Herbert Hospital, Woolwich, England on 21/6/18, gassed, severe.  His address was included.

His name was among those soldiers appearing in the Casualty List published in the: 
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Base Records sent a progress report on 27 July, 1918 that he was now convalescent with his address included.

Marched out on 9 September to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny until September 17 then sent to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill.
In trouble again discipline was issued as follows:



Offence:
Sandhill 4/10/18 AWL from 0001hrs to 1400hrs



Award:

Forfeits 3 day’s pay


Total forfeiture:
3 days’ pay concurrent by Major Furhmann
4/10/18

Proceeded to France from Southampton on 11 October, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Marched out on 19 October and re-joined his unit on October 22, 1918. 

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Sapper appeared before the Medical Board at Marchienne, France on 23 March, 1919 and found to have no disability, present condition was normal and fit for duty.
On 30 March, 1919 he was promoted to Temporary 2nd Corporal until 23 May, 1919 reverting to the rank of Sapper.
Orders were received on 23 May, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot 2 at Havre and embarked for England on May 30 marching into the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny the next day.

After demobilisation Sapper embarked for Australia from Devonport on 24 July, 1919 on board H.T. Bakara.  Base Records advised his mother on 19 August that he was returning home.  He chose to disembark in Melbourne (3rd Military District.)
A brief announcement of their arrival on 27 September, 1919 was reported in the:


He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Sturt Street barracks later that day and had no complaints, all checks were clear and dentally fit.
Meanwhile in Brisbane (1st M.D.) the Queensland soldiers arrived by special train.  His name was among those who were to return but was not on the train.


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 24 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
His address later that year was 14 Mascoma Street, Ascot Vale with the occupation of labourer.

He married in 1920 to Agnes Elizabeth Talbot.

The British War Medal (68738) and the Victory Medal (65948) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 7509 Joseph James Kelley, 1st Tunnelling Company.

The Medals were not collected at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.

He wrote to Base Records on 23 August, 1923 from Brown Coal Mine via Morwell, Vic asking if he could get his medals and gave his service details.  Could he get them in Melbourne or at Mt Morgan he inquired.

These were forwarded to him by registered post (7475) on 31 August, 1923 from the Medals Section, Base Records.  He receipted delivery on 4 September, 1923.

They were still residing at the Brown Coal Mine near Moe in 1924 and 1925 and his whereabouts are unknown from then.  Mrs Agnes Kelley lived at Fitzroy in 1937 and Carlton area from 1943.  She died in 1966.
Joseph James Kelley passed away on 22 May, 1982 aged 90 years.  Interment took place in Yallourn Cemetery, La Trobe City, Melbourne.
His name is commemorated on the Mount Morgan Mining Company’s Honour Board as J.J. Kelly.
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Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Monday June 11, 1917:


CENTRAL QUEENSLAND VOLUNTEERS – SIX MORE ENLIST


Six recruits enrolled for active service in Rockhampton last week.  Their names are:


J.J. Ham, Rockhampton, J. Sabadine, Mount Morgan, E. Drake, Rockhampton, T.J. Cowan, Westwood, W.J. Ridgeway, Mount Morgan, J.J. Kelly, Mount Morgan.





Townsville Daily Bulletin Friday July 12, 1918:


THE WAR – CASUALTY LIST No. 416


Casualty list No. 416 released last night contained the names of 276 Queenslanders.


Sapper Jos. James Kelley, Leongatha, Victoria (gas)					Article abridged





The Herald (Melbourne) September 27, 1919:


SOLDIERS WELCOMED HOME


Troops from two transports, the Ceramic and the Bakara, disembarked this morning and as they were conveyed from Port Melbourne through the city to Sturt Street in motor cars and chars-a-bancs they were warmly welcomed.


On the Ceramic there were 278 troops and 140 women and children.


The Bakara brought 300 troops.





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday 11 October, 1919:


WELCOMED HOME – THE BAKARA CONTINGENT


Sixty-five soldiers including five officers, returned to Brisbane by special train from Sydney on October 2.  All the men were from [word cut off]. 64 having returned to Australia by the troopship Bakara, and one by the steamer Sonoma.  The State Military Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving) and relations and friends of the soldiers were at the Central Station to welcome them.  The men were subsequently motored to the Kangaroo Point Military Hospital, and were entertained by the Red Cross at supper.  


The men who were due to return, but were not on the train were: J.J. Kelley, 2nd Tun. Co.    Article abridged
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