SAPPER ALEXANDER KEILLOR
 2386 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Alexander Keillor was born on 25 October, 1892 at Maryborough, Victoria the son of Alexander and Maria (nee Dawson) Keillor.  In 1912 he was working as a labourer in Newtown, Maryborough, Vic then went to the goldfields of Western Australia.
At the recruiting depot in Boulder, W.A. on 10 January, 1916 the twenty-three-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  Attestation forms describe him as 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall, weighing 64kgs (141lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-94cms (33½-37ins) and had a fair complexion and brown hair and his blue eyes passed the eye test with fair eyesight.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Maria Keillor care of the Post Office, Maryborough, Vic.

At the recruiting depot at Blackboy Hill camp near Perth he reported on 14 January, 1916 and was sworn in and joined the 43rd Depot Battalion for basic training until 1 March when allotted to the Miners’ Depot on standby but was not required.  From there was sent to Sydney, NSW (2nd Military District) and allotted to the 3rd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps on 25 March, 1916 training at Rosebery Park, Sydney.    His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2386.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916 and attached for duty with the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 30 September, 1916.

Gifts of comfort were distributed from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and a letter of Thanks was returned which he also signed and was reprinted in the:
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Service continued until disciplinary action for the following was taken:




Crime:

Disobedience of Company order 24/7/17



Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2    30/7/17

Sapper was wounded in action on 12 August, 1917 in a gas shell attack and taken to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.12 to Camiers entering the 22nd General Hospital.

The Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company recorded their work for that period as follows:

“Early in August two sections of the Company worked in the permanent tunnel system at Hulloch, 2 H.T.M.E.’s, Dug-outs and R.A.P. entrances and extensions to sub-way systems.  Listening was kept going in the advanced saps.  On 9/8/17 a company detachment, 2 officers and 40 men left the Canadian Corps and took over at Red Lamp and Fauquissart and Chapigny Mine Sectors from the 251st Tunnelling Co., R.E.’s attached 11th Corps.  Listening was an important part of the work as was also the keeping down of the water.”

He was discharged to Base Details on August 17 at Rouelles and re-joined his unit on 3 September, 1917.
Base Records advised his mother on 21 August, 1917 that he had been reported wounded suffering gas poisoning.

A bout of bronchitis sent him to the 35th Field Ambulance on 21 December, 1917 then to the 33rd Field Ambulance and returned to duty on December 28.

Sapper was injured accidentally on 4 March, 1918 receiving a laceration head wound and taken to the 2nd Canadian Field Ambulance and to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station.  Conveyed on Ambulance Train no.35 the following day to Camiers entering the 4th General Hospital with an infection of the middle ear and scalp wound then discharged on March 12 to the 6th Convalescent Depot at Etaples and two days later discharged to the Medical Board.  From there went to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles and marched out to duty on 11 April, 1918 and re-joined his unit two days later.

Further Comfort gifts were received by the Company and each recipient signed to thank the ladies which was also published in the:


He proceeded on leave on 22 October, 1918 and whilst on leave reported sick to Headquarters, London and sent to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield for treatment of Furunculosis (boils) then took the remainder of leave and returned to France the day Peace was declared and re-joined his unit four days later.
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 27 January, 1919 went sick to the 51st Casualty Clearing Station with conjunctivitis and discharged to duty on January 31.

Orders were received on 22 April, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot leaving there a week later on April 28 and transported across the Channel to camp in England to await his voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Keillor embarked on 15 June, 1919 for Australia on board H.T. Swakopmund.  Base Records advised his mother on 5 July, 1919 that he was returning home.  His name was listed among the West Australian soldiers returning published in the:


He requested to return to Melbourne (3rd M.D.) and the transport docked on 2 August, 1919.  News of their arrival and quarantine were reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 29 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
In 1919 he was working as a labourer in Newtown near Maryborough, Vic.

The British War Medal (38026) and the Victory Medal (37647) were issued to wear by Sapper 2386 Alexander Keillor, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
He married in 1922 at St. Arnaud, Vic to Doris Rimmer Kearnan.

The medals were not collected at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent to him care of the last known address of his mother on 27 September, 1923.  At Base Records he collected his medals from over the counter on 1 February, 1924 while in Melbourne from Carwarp, Vic.
In 1926 he was a farmer a Benetook, Carwarp, Mildura and in 1934 they were at Spider’s Web, Red Cliffs working as labourer. 

He completed a Statutory Declaration and declared on 16 March, 1934 requesting a copy of his Discharge Certificate because it was lost in a fire which destroyed my home and belongings and was not in the hands of any other person.  Records forwarded this to him at Red Cliffs, Vic. on 22 March, 1933.

A brief Statement of his Service was issued on 19 April, 1934 by Base Records.
In 1937 their residence was 81 Bowden Street, Castlemaine working as a miner.

During World War II he re-enlisted with the Australian Army from Castlemaine at South Melbourne on 19 June, 1940.  Birth details given as 25 October, 1892 at Maryborough, Vic.  Next-of-kin was his wife Doris Keillor.  Military Discharge was issued on 7 May, 1941 to Private V84784 of the 1st Auxiliary Horse Transport Company, Aust Army Service Corps.

His address in 1942 was 88 Victoria Street, Footscray with the occupation of labourer.

A Statement of his Service was requested by the Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 4 November, 1942.
Alexander Keillor, late of Manly, Sydney, NSW, passed away on 23 July, 1955 aged 63 years.  
Cremation took place at Northern Suburbs Crematorium.

Solicitor J.F. Hogan of Yarraville wrote on 1 March, 1958 to Base Records requesting a Statement of Service for the late Alexander Keillor as his Discharge Certificate has been destroyed by fire and his client, widow Mrs Doris Rimmer Keillor, was buying a house in Wembley Avenue, Yarraville and was lodging an application to the War Services Homes Division for finance to effect this purchase.  
Records replied on 11 March that he served with the Aust. Imperial Force 1914-18 from 14 January, 1916 to 24 September, 1919 and had satisfactory overseas service. 

Mrs Doris Keillor died on 18 June, 1988 with cremation at Fawkner Memorial Park.  Ashes were mailed.

His plaque can be located at Northern Suburbs Crematorium in Crescent Court, Section Wall 5.
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Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 27, 1917:


Mrs R.M. Jordan, secretary of the Women’s Club, has received an acknowledgement of the receipt of trench comforts from E.J. Gourley, No. 4 Section, No 3 Tunnelling Co., A.I.F. France.  The acknowledgement contains the following signatures:


No. 2 Section—A. Keillor,								             Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS - MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—No. 2396 A. Keillor,


										Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday July 16, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The following list of West Australians who are returning by the s.s. Swakopmund was received yesterday from the military authorities in Perth: 2386 Spr. A. Keillor, 3rd Tunn. Co.; 			Article abridged 





The Argus Monday August 4, 1919:


SHIPPING NOTES


At 10 o’clock on Saturday morning the ex-German liner Swakopmund disembarked her troops at the Port Melbourne new pier.  Having embarked a number of Tasmanian soldiers, she left Port Melbourne on 5.30 on Saturday afternoon.  After parting her compliment of 400 soldiers ashore at Barnes’ Bay quarantine station, the Swakopmund will resume her voyage to Sydney.





Plaque at Crescent Court of Northern Suburbs Crematorium Wall 5
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