LIEUTENANT WALTER SEABORN JONES M.C.
1st Tunnelling Company
Walter Seaborn Jones was born at sea near the Bay of Biscay on 9 February, 1888 the son of William Henry, a ship broker, and Amy Camilla (surname not given).   He was educated under headmaster J. Andrew Payne M.A. at The School “Bishop Shortford” Herts, England.  After further studies he became a civil engineer and he listed the following on his application: A.M. Inst. M. & Cg. E; M.R. Ion? I.; A.M. Aust. L.G.E.  He said he was an articled pupil for four years with Beasley, Son & Nichols, Westminster, London.
Military experience was gained from three years with the Asflinn Queens Westminster Volunteers and three years N.C.O. with Queens Westminster Rifles (16th Co. London T.F.)

He came to Queensland, Australia and continued with his military career with the following announced in the:
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In 1913 he is listed living at Gowrie House, Wickham Terrace, Brisbane with the occupation of civil engineer and later that year moved to Tudor Cottage, Katherine Street, West End, Brisbane with the same occupation. 
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Military work continued with their training reported in the: 

On 7 August, 1914 was to be Senior Aust Censor (Temporary) for 1st Military District until transferred on 10 October, 1914 to the 3rd (D.D.) Light Horse with regimental seniority as from date of transfer and seconded for duty with the Intelligence Section, General Staff.  

He was mentioned in the Ipswich City Council’s report which was published in the:
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His civil occupation was Assistant Engineer for Queensland Railways.
On 23 September, 1915 was to be Senior Aust Sensor (Temporary) remaining with General Staff until 12 March, 1916 when he volunteered for active service abroad and sent to the Engineer Officers’ Training School at Moore Park, Sydney, New South Wales.  
A request by the G.S.O. 1st Military District for a Commission with the A.I.F. had been lodged on 28 February, 1916.
This article announced his movements in the:
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During his time at the training school the twenty-eight-year-old single civil engineer re-applied for a Commission himself on 2 April, 1916 with the Tunnelling Company, A.I.F. listing his previous educational and military qualifications.  Personal particulars taken during the medical examination describe him as 179cms (5ft 10½ins) tall, weighing 68.3kgs (151lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-93cms (33-36½ins).  Eyes tested to good vision and Church of England his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his widowed dependant mother Amy Camilla Jones of Inavale, Katherine Street, West End, Brisbane and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her.  
His appointment as Lieutenant was announced on 5 April, 1916 in issue no. 54 of the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette with the following extract published in the:
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He was appointed to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company training at Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW.
Meanwhile the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 10 May, they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park and reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.  

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 and he left Parkhouse on 8 September for Headquarters, A.I.F. Depots in U.K. at Tidworth then proceeded overseas to France on 31 December, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples on 2 January, 1917.
On 4 February, 1917 marched out and taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Poperinghe, near Bailleul, Belgium and working on the underground mining system of Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59).

An accidental explosion occurred in the Officers’ Dugout Headquarters on 24 April, 1917 killing three officers of the Company, their batmen with other ranks wounded or killed.  The following is an extract of event:
“At Hill 60 an untimely and accidental explosion had occurred when a mine charge was being set up in “D” gallery situated in the “sandy layer”.  Little was known but Captain William Percival Avery and Lt Arthur Elton Tandy were preparing the charge and killed instantly. 
The possible explanation came from an Officer who escaped the explosion because he came back to the Headquarters Dugout to obtain a measuring tape, retold he remembered hearing “We did not test the detonators for continuity” as the 50-pound box of Guncotton, the primer for the charge was being arranged.  
It was concluded by those experienced in these situations that the disaster was caused by the circuit receiving the test current during checking of the detonators, still assembled in the primer, a “supersensitive” detonator had exploded during the test.  Other probable errors were, they hadn’t put the detonator under a sandbag whilst running the current from the battery to the detonator’s filament or did not use enough current to reach the filament.  Comments at the time described it as a thousand-to-one chance.  

Commanding Officer Major J. Douglas Henry’s report on the incident states that “during a heavy enemy bombardment a minenwerfer exploded in the Officers’ Mess” and Lt Robert Adam Clinton, Proto Officer in charge of the rescue squad in his commentary also said “enemy bombardment, a minenwerfer or heavy shell pierced the Officers’ Dugout Quarters, exploding therein”. 
Whether it was human error or enemy gunfire that caused the explosion, the loss of life and destruction were the same.  The layout of the Dugout system was extremely defenceless to an unfortunate situation such as this with the corridors, quarters and common rooms underground, poisonous gasses permeated anywhere it could by the pressure of the discharge.
The Company’s Advanced Headquarters Dugout was shattered allowing sand to collapse into what remained of the area.  The intense toxic force sped down the corridor to the “proto-room” overpowering those there with carbon monoxide and nitrous fumes.  

The Rescuers succeeded in resuscitating the Officers and men found and immediately arranged for them to be quickly transferred to the nearest medical facility.  Due to the enemy bombardment along Marshall Walk the closest service was the A.M.C. Dressing Station at Larchwood where twenty to thirty men were taken with severe symptoms whilst mild cases were treated by the Proto team who had been trained at the 2nd Army’s Proto School for treatment of gaseous poisoning.  
The four surviving officers were lucky to escape, with Lts H.H. Carroll and W.S. Jones being recorded among those gassed.”  

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following:
“Poperinghe: April 25th 


Fairly heavy shelling: underground normal.  6 all ranks wounded, 11 killed.  
Wounded: Lts Clayton, C.H.; Lindsay, S.J.; Jones, W.S.; Jones. P.

Killed:
Capt. Avery, W.P.; Lts. Tandy, A.E. & Evans, G.O.”  

Lieutenant was taken to the 71st Field Ambulance suffering the effects of gas poisoning then moved to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station progressing to the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.
A few days later Lt W.S. Jones cabled home he was in hospital as a result of being gassed but not seriously and would return to duty in a few days’ time.  He was discharged to duty on 1 May, 1917.   His name was among those casualties listed in the:

In the A.I.F. Honours List 193 dated 19 June, 1917 taken from the London Gazette Supplement No. 30135 issued on June 18 Lieutenant was awarded the Military Cross for Gallantry in the field.  His citation reads:
For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.  He displayed great courage and initiative on several occasions in organising parties in rescue men who had been buried.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.


They also advised that the above had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 169 of 4th October, 1917.
He was temporarily attached to the Headquarters at C2 Sub Sector Royal Engineers with the Unit Diary recording the following in April, 1918:
“Saulty
1st April 18
       All sections digging trenches and wiring outside Saulty i.e. C2 Sub Sector

Sections  2, 3 & 4
Fair progress trenches including communication trenches between the 




positions of 1st and 2nd line that we have already completed.

Lt W.S. Jones temporarily attached to H.Q. C2 Sub Sector R.E.” 

Captain O.H. Woodward, M.C. 2 bars, also of the 1st Tunnelling Company mentions Lieutenant Jones about this time in 1918 in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War in the chapter as follows:
“WORK ON THE G.H.Q. DEFENSE LINE.

We reached our Camp at 2.30 p.m. and found that the Camp Party, which had gone ahead early in the morning, had made good progress.  We were to live under canvas and had fine Camp site, located about midway between Hauteville and Avenues le Comte.  Next morning, while the finishing touches were being given to the Camp, I reported at Hauteville to Captain Day, who was officer-in-charge of this Sector of the G.H.Q. Defense Line.  I found that the Trench work was practically finalised, and that we were to work on the erection of Machine Gun emplacements and Battalion headquarters Dugouts.

This meant that our work would be spread over a fairly wide front, so we had to allocate a squad to each particular Section.  We were soon settled down in our new work and anticipating a fairly lengthy job we were greatly surprised to receive orders to proceed to Bouvigny-Boyeffles, and work on that Sector.  This was the Northern extent of the G.H.Q. Defense Line, as just North of Bouvigny-Boyeffles the new line joined up with the old support line behind Lens.  
This move brought us many miles from our own Headquarters, so we were attached to the Chief Engineer, whose Headquarters were at Savy.  Lieut. Jones of the Section was stationed at Savy to be Liaison Officer, and attend to forwarding of supplies which would be obtained from this centre.

We took up our quarters in Nisson Huts, just outside the Village, and here for the first time in many months we were again within reach of the enemy’s guns.  We arrived in this area on 2nd May, and found that we were to work on the erection of Machine Gun Emplacements, as in this Sector the G.H.Q. Defense Line had been practically completed.”

He proceeded on leave from 8 July, 1918 and was married aged 30 years on July 11 at St Luke’s Church, West Norwood, Lambeth, London to Marjorie Scott Irons (25) spinster daughter of James Pierce Irons (stockbroker) of 65 Chestnut Road, West Norwood according to the rites of the Established Church by the vicar Rev. W.G. Whittam.  She became his next-of-kin with her address changing to 33 Campbell Road, Maidstone, Kent.

He returned to duty on 31 July, 1918.

Orders from General Headquarters sent him to report to the Royal Engineers for a course at Rouen from 7 October, 1918 and re-joined his unit on 8 November.  On 10 November, 1918 Lieutenant was evacuated to England as per A.A.G., A.I.F. orders dated 4/11/18.
Lieutenant was permitted to retire and returned to Australia on 2 January, 1919 on board H.T. Berrima and struck off strength.  His wife is not recorded as accompanying him but likely she did.  
Base Records advised his mother on 20 January he was returning home.

His name in mentioned in the list of soldiers returning on the troopship and published in the:


Their arrival in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 17 February, 1919 was reported in the:


The transport continued to Sydney, via Hobart with news of their imminent arrival announced in the:


The final voyage of their journey to Brisbane (1st Military District) was completed on 24 February, 1919 and welcome reported in the:


He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 6 Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point the same day and his Statement of Case reads:
25.4.17   Hill 60 gassed.  No disability now.


Present condition: general condition good


No urine specimen herewith – pathological report stated none on 24/2/19

Disability cause: in action


Other disabilities existing: nose requires cont[unreadable]


Dentally fit

His appointment was terminated on 3 April, 1919.

On 1 August, 1919 he ceased to be seconded with Intelligence Section, General Staff and transferred to the Roll of Officers.  Later that year the couple were living at Inavale, Katherine Street, West End, Brisbane with his occupation as civil engineer and their surname was hyphenated to Seaborn-Jones.  For serving his country Lieutenant Walter Seaborn Jones, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear with his Military Cross, the British War Medal (17069) and the Victory Medal (16672).
In 1921 they were living at Sydney Street, Mackay with his occupation as civil engineer.  The following was announced of his appointment in the:


On 1 January, 1923 he was transferred to the Australian Engineers, Field Units with the appointment announced in the:


In the Official History of the Great War 1914-1918 compiled by C.E.W. Bean his name is mentioned under the section The Mines at Hill 60.  A brief extract states:
“On November 29th, however, Lieutenant Carroll, listening from a short defensive gallery (known the “B Left”) which was being pushed out from the left of Caterpillar mine gallery (“B”), reported that he could hear men walking in some neighbouring workings.  

Lts H.H. Carroll and W.S. Jones were gassed.
Capt. H.H. Carroll, M.C.; 1st Tun Coy.  Mining Engineer student of Broken Hill NSW b Taradale, Vic 24th April 1892.”


On 6 January, 1925 he was placed on the unattached list with the Aust Imperial Forces.  He was awarded the Colonial Auxiliary Forces Long Service Medal.
A snippet of his work with the Mackay Council was reported in the:

In the Roll of Honour Register of the Tunnelling Company Officers in 1925 his name is listed as:
Jones, W.S. Lieut. M.C. 1 Tun Coy.  Hookworm Commission, Brisbane, Queensland and

Seaborn-Jones W. Lieut. M.C. 1 Tun Coy.  United Service Club, Brisbane, Queensland.

In the topographical Index under Queensland:

Jones, W.S.

&
Seaborn-Jones, W.

A plea was placed for a group of men to make contact with a former member from London which was placed in the:
Mr and Mrs Walter Seaborn-Jones returned to reside at 65 Chestnut Street, West Norwood, London S.E. 27.
Walter Seaborn-Jones passed away on 30 August, 1928 at Streatham Manor Nursing Home, Leighton Avenue, Streatham, Surrey aged 40 years.  His death was recorded in Newham and cremation on 1 September 1928 was recorded in Lambeth.
Probate was granted to his widow with effect the sum of £1144 13s 8d.

His widow in 1939 was a teacher of domestic science and lived at 4 St Andrews Close, Maidstone, Kent.

Marjorie Scott Seaborn-Jones, late of Craythorn, Tenterden, Kent died on 6 January, 1970.  
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Footnote:  The Accidental Explosion is covered in more detail on this website under 1st Tunnelling Company – Easter Raid
Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Saturday July 20, 1912:


1st MILITARY DISTRICT


Australian Intelligence Corps (Queensland District)—WALTER SEABORN JONES to be Lieutenant (Provisionally).  Dated 9th July, 1912.							Article abridged





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Wednesday 26 March, 1913:


INTELELIGENCE CORPS AT TIARO


The Australian Intelligence Corps 1st Military District, arrived at Tiaro by the night mail train on Friday morning, 21st March, for four days’ camp in the Gundiah-Bauple-Tiaro District.  The following members of the corps comprised the party:


Lieutenant W.S. Jones									Article abridged





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Tuesday March 30, 1915:


IPSWICH CITY COUNCIL – WATER COMMITTEE REPORT


The Water Committee reported as follows (1) Your committee has to report having received a letter from Messrs Watson and Co., giving particulars of the Rees Roturbo centrifugal pumps and stating that the council’s consulting engineer Mr W.S. Jones was well acquainted with these pumps, and would be able to enlighten the council on their advantages.  Your committee recommends that a reply be sent, stating that as the firm in question did not submit a tender when tenders for the new pumping plant were invited, the council declines to re-open the matter, and further, that they be informed that Mr Jones was not the council’s consulting engineer.





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Thursday March 16, 1916:


PERSONAL


Lieutenant R.C. Trout, 2nd Light Horse, proceeded to Melbourne on Monday to attend a course at the Central Flying School, from March 16 to June 12.  Lieutenant W.S. Jones, of the Intelligence section of the General Staff, left for Sydney on the same day to join the engineer officers’ training school.





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Thursday May 11, 1916:


MILITARY ORDERS – APPOINTMENTS, PROMOTIONS, ETC.


The following district orders were issued at headquarters by the Commandant (Brigadier-General Lee) yesterday:


To be lieutenant, Lieutenant W.S. Jones, 3rd L.H.						Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.								Cont’d





Continues:


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						   


Article abridged





Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Friday May 18, 1917:


AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES – FURTHER LIST


A further casualty list was released to-day.


WOUNDED


Lieutenants W.S. Jones, (West End)							Article abridged





Officers 1st Tunnelling Company – Rest Camp, Brandhoek, Belgium, June, 1917


Second row:  Lieutenant W.S. Jones


Photo P02333.001 sourced from Aust War Memorial – public domain copyright expired





He was photographed with other Officers of the 1st Tunnelling Company at Brandhoek, Belgium in June, 1917.





AWARDED THE MILITARY CROSS


HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to confer the Military Cross on the undermentioned


Officer, in recognition of his gallantry and devotion to duty in the Field:


Lieutenant WALTER SEABORN JONES





‘For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.  He displayed great courage and initiative on several occasions in organising parties to rescue men who had been buried.’





The Sydney Mail – 


Wednesday July 11, 1917:





Lieut. Walter S. Jones M.C.


Of Brisbane (QLD.), who has been awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous gallantry in the field.  He belongs to a tunnelling corps of the A.I.F.





Herald (Melbourne) Thursday August 2, 1917:


THE HONORS OF WAR – MILITARY CROSSES – DETAILS OF EXPLOITS


Lt. WALTER SEABORN JONES, Engrs. (N.S.W.)  He displayed great courage and initiative on several occasions in organising parties in rescue men who had been buried.





News of his Military Cross was published in the:





Base Records wrote to his mother on 30 October, 1917 with pleasure in forwarding a copy of the extract from the Fourth Supplement No. 30135 to the London Gazette relating to the conspicuous service rendered by her son.











Photo E02489 from Australian War Memorial captioned as 


“3rd Aust Tunnelling Company, Noeux-les-Mines outside a Nissen Hut on 19 June, 1918.  


Front row seated: identified as Lieutenant W.S. Jones 


Copyright expired public domain photo





Herald (Melbourne) Saturday February 15, 1919:


VALIENT DEEDS – HONOR MEN ON BERRIMA


Lieutenant Walter Seaborn JONES, M.C., 1st Tunnelling Company, gained his commission with the Tunnelling Co. in April, 1916.  He displayed great courage and initiative on several occasions in organising parties to rescue men who had been buried.





Age (Melbourne) Tuesday February 18, 1919:


A WET COMING HOME – TROOPS LAND FROM BERRIMA


A contingent of 420 returning Victorian soldiers disembarked at the new pier, Port Melbourne, yesterday evening in the pouring rain.  The men had travelled from England by the transport Berrima, and under new arrangement, which, during the continuance of the influenza epidemic provides all troopships proceeding direct from State to State with troops without touching at an infected port.


After disembarking the Victorian troops, continued her voyage and should reach Hobart to-day.	


Article abridged 





Sun (Sydney) Thursday February 20, 1919:


THE BERRIMA’S TROOPS


Troops on the Berrima will disembark on Saturday morning.  No Queenslanders will disembark.	


Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday February 25, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – THE BERRIMA CONTINGENT


It was expected that two troopships the Berrima and the Karmala would have discharged their soldiers at Kangaroo Point Hospital wharf yesterday, but only the men from the Berrima were landed.  The Berrima men included large numbers of invalids, men on leave, and original Anzacs on furlough.  They reached the hospital a good deal earlier than was expected, and one consequence of this was that the Press were unrepresented for the first time on the arrival of troops.  The official welcome to the men was extended with all cordiality by the State Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving), the Minister for Lands (Hon. J.H. Coyne), and the Mayor of Brisbane (Ald. C.P. Buchanan).  The ladies of the Red Cross Kitchen provided generous refreshments. 





Mercury (Mackay) Wednesday October 4, 1922:


PERSONAL


Mr Walter Seaborn Jones has been gazetted engineering inspector for the purposes of the Health Acts, 1900 to 1917.





Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Thursday March 1, 1923:


1st MILITARY DISTRICT – ENGINEERS


Australian Engineers – Field Units—Lieutenant WALTER SEABORN JONES M.C. is appointed from the Reserve of Officers, 1st January, 1923;							Article abridged





Daily Mercury (Mackay) Thursday May 1, 1924:


PERSONAL


Mr Walter Seaborn Jones, Sanitary Engineer of the Hookworm Commission arrived yesterday on an official visit to this district.  His work will occupy him for two or three weeks.





Brisbane Courier April 8, 1924:





He returned to Brisbane and was the Sanitary Engineer of the Hookworm Commission.





He was appointed to be Captain on 2 February, 1924.  





Briefly returning to Mackay in 1924 his visit was announced in the: 





His application for the position of City Engineer with the Mackay Council was accepted and the appointment was reported in the:





Daily Mercury (Mackay) Friday October 10, 1924:


APPOINTMENT OF ENGINEER


At the meeting of the Mackay City Council last night, applicants for the position of City Engineer were considered by committee.  Six applications were received and on resuming in open Council a motion was carried appointing Mr Walter Seaborn-Jones at a salary of £650 per annum.  Mr Jones was previously engineer for the Mackay Council from March 15, 1920 to September 23 1922.





Townsville Daily Bulletin Saturday January 24, 1925:


MACKAY NOTES


(For the N.Q. Register)


Mr A.F. Sharp, of the Irrigation Commission, Brisbane, arrived in Mackay on Saturday afternoon in connection with the Mount Pleasant water supply scheme.  Yesterday morning Mr Sharp accompanied by the City Engineer, Mr W.S. Jones, visited the proposed new site and made a preliminary examination with a view to boring.  These bores are to be put down to determine the quantity and quality of the water in the vicinity of the proposed new reservoir.





Daily Mercury (Mackay) Wednesday July 8, 1925:


SERVICE TO COMMUNITY


Mr Clayton wishes to communicate with the following men or their relations (the men were communicants at Talbot Home Chapel, London, after the war).  Walter Seaborn-Jones, West End.		Article abridged








