SAPPER GEORGE HENRY JOHNSTON
1052 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
George Henry Johnston stated he was born in Hobart, Tasmania about 1878.  He married in 1900 in Zeehan to Florence Edith Button.  Military experience was gained from 10 years as Armourer Sergeant with the 91st Infantry.  In 1914 he was listed as a miner at Montana Tram, Zeehan.
At the recruiting depot in Ross on 12 November, 1915 the thirty-seven-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 66.8kgs (147lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-89cms (32-35ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes and fair hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Florence Edith Johnston of Zeehan, Tas and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their four children.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced at Ross camp until November 27 then moved to the Claremont camp with news of their transfer reported in the:      

On 16 December, 1915 was transferred to the Miners’ Corps to train at their camp at Casula, near Liverpool, New South Wales with other volunteers from across the country.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1052 and allotted to the No. 3 Company of the Corps.  On 4 February, 1916 was promoted to Second Corporal.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.
Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’

The No.3 Company was officially transferred and absorbed into the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 18 December, 1916.
Service continued without incident or illness until 15 April, 1917 when he was to be Temporary Corporal vice Corporal Forsyth promoted to Temporary Sergeant.  On 27 July was to be Corporal as T/Sergeant Forsyth was promoted.
During the night of 22nd to 23rd August, 1917 Corporal was wounded by a shell wound to his back and transferred the next day on Ambulance Train no.5 to the 18th General Hospital at Camiers for treatment of a gunshot wound to his back.

In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded:

“On 22.8.17, 1000 2/Cpl Forslun, W.J. and 1052 Cpl Johnstone, C.H. were wounded by a shell in North Street trench, near Loos.”
Base Records advised his wife on 30 August, 1917 that it was reported her husband had been wounded in action but his condition was not stated and further reports would be promptly sent to her.

On 5 September, 1917 Corporal was invalided to England on the hospital ship Brighton and admitted to the 1st London General Hospital, Camberwell with shrapnel wounds back and chest.  Was transferred on September 15 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford.
His name was among those casualties listed in the:

Mrs Johnston was further advised on 19 September that her husband had been admitted to hospital in England.  Mrs Johnston reported to Base Records on 24 September that she had changed her address to Dunalley, Tas.

He was discharged to furlough on 29 September and report to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 13 October, 1917.  A day later was classified with B1a4 debility and again on 6 November with B3 debility.  Two days later marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 9 December, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day and re-joined his unit on December 17.

Three Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform on 20 February, 1918 for serving two years abroad.
Was promoted on 27 April, 1918 to Temporary Sergeant due to Sergeant Forsyth being evacuated wounded on April 11.

He was a recipient of gifts of comfort from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and signed a letter of thanks by all who received them which was reprinted in the:

In the After War Report the following was recorded:
“On 14/10/18, 1052 Sgt Johnston G.H. was wounded in the field near Hulloch through the explosion of a shell while removing a booby trap.”
He received gunshot wounds to his hand and left leg and was sent to the 45th Field Ambulance and discharged to his unit the same day and remained on duty.
Base Records advised his wife on 29 October, 1918 that a report advised he had been wounded for the second occasion but remained on duty.

Sergeant was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

In the Casualty List his name was published in the:


Leave from France was granted by the Furlough Department and taken from 21 December, 1918 and re-joined his unit on 5 January, 1919.

Orders were received on 5 February, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot and departed there for England on February 21 marching into the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp, Heytesbury a day later.  
On 19 March marched out to the Convalescent Camp at Codford to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sergeant Johnston embarked from Devonport, England for Australia on 19 April, 1919 on board H.T. Sardinia.  
Base Records advised his wife on 8 May he was returning home. 
His name as a soldier returning was in the list published in the:  
The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 8 June, 1919 and arrival was reported in the: 


The Tasmanians returned to Hobart (6th Military District).
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 31 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Sergeant 1052 George Henry Johnston, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (3350) and the Victory Medal (3349) for serving his country.
It appears he was one of the Soldier Settlers’ Scheme for in 1922 the couple were at Valley Dale, Up Tolosa Road, Glenorchy and his occupation was orchardist where they remained until after 1928.

The Hobart Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 31 July, 1931.
His wife died on 14 April, 1933 with news of her demise announced in the:


His address from 1936 to 1943 was 19 Regent Street, Sandy Bay, Queensborough and retired.

George Henry Johnston passed away on 11 August, 1945 aged 68 years in the Repatriation Hospital, Hobart.  Announcement was placed in the:


Business arising from his Estate was advertised in the:


In the Bereavement column his family placed the following:


Interment took place on 14 August in the Wesleyan portion of Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart within section B in grave no. 113 with his wife.
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www.tunnellers.net
Examiner Thursday December 9, 1915


THE CLAREMONT CAMP


On November 27, 208 men, belonging partly to the Mining Corps and partly to Infantry reinforcements, were transferred from Ross to Claremont.  The following are the names of the men:


Mining Corps: G.H. Johnston, 								Article abridged





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Thursday September 13, 1917:


WOUNDED (47)


Corpl. G.H. Johnstone, Zeehan							Article abridged





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 19, 1918:


Mrs R.M. Jordan, the secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Committee, has received the following list of names of soldiers who have received parcels sent by the committee—G.H. Johnston,    


Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday December 3, 1918:


WOUNDED IN ACTION


T-Sergt G.H. JOHNSTONE, Dunalley (second occasion)				


Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Friday May 23, 1919:





COMING HOME – TROOPS PER MARATHON, ARMAGH, SARDINIA AND TRAS-OS-MONTES


The following Australian troops are listed to return to Australia:


PER H.T. SARDINIA


Sgt G.H. Johnstons, Dunalley						


Article abridged





Age Monday June 9, 1919:


OVER 1000 TROOPS RETURN – FIVE TRANSORTS DURING WEEKEND


Yesterday was a record day for military authorities at the Sturt-street depot.  Over 1000 troops were disembarked during the day from no fewer than four transports.  The work of members of the Royal Automobile Club in transporting the large number of men from the ships to the depot is worthy of commendation.


The work of “finalising” the men was commenced forthwith, and carried on with much despatch that the majority had been dealt with by the time the large compliment from the Sardinia had arrived.  This vessel berthed about 2.15 p.m. also at the new pier.  There was no shortage of vehicles and the whole of the 385 Victorians and 60 Tasmanians were transported speedily to the depot.  The hall was well filled on their arrival, but the operations of “finalising” were carried out expediently and in an orderly manner. A large crown waited outside the hall most of the afternoon and was increased towards 4.30 p.m. when the final contingent arrived.      	Article abridged 





Mercury (Hobart) Monday April 17, 1933:


DEATHS


JOHNSTON—On April 14, 1933, at the Hobart General Hospital, Florence Edith, the dearly beloved wife of George H. Johnston, of Merton, Tolosa Street, Glenorchy, and daughter of the late James and Annie Button, of Dunalley.  Interred at Cornelian Bay Cemetery on Sunday afternoon, the 16th inst.





Mercury (Hobart) Monday August 13, 1945:


DEATHS


JOHNSTON—On August 11, 1945, at the Repatriation Hospital, Hobart, George Henry (late sergeant, 3rd Tunnelling Corps, 1st AIF), the dearly beloved husband of the late Edith F. Johnston, of No. 19 Regent St., Sandy Bay, loving father of George (deceased), Claude (Dunalley), Norman (POW) and Edith (Mrs G.J. Cousins, Sandy Bay), and loving brother of Mrs H. Stapleton, in the 69th year of his age.  Late of Zeehan.  Funeral private.





Voice (Hobart) Saturday August 25, 1945:


NOTICES


ALL persons having claims against the undermentioned estates are required to lodge the same with the Public Trustee, Hobart on or before the 18th day of September next.


GEORGE HENRY JOHNSTON, late of Sandy Bay, no occupation.			


Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) September 29, 1945:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


Mrs G. Cousins and Mr T.C. Johnston, daughter and son of the late George Henry Johnston, wish to thank all kind friends and relatives for cards, letters, telegrams, floral tributes and person expressions of sympathy in their recent sad bereavement.  Will all please accept this as a token of their deepest gratitude.








