SAPPER WILLIAM JOHN JOHNSON
7793 – 1st Tunnelling Company
William John Johnson was born on 18 August, 1894 in Harrow, Middlesex, England the son of Daniel and Eliza Ruth (nee King) Johnson.  In 1901 the family were living at 14 Victoria Terrace, West Street, Harrow and residents were Eliza (36) charwoman, Edward (10), Sarah (8), William (6), Daniel (1) with her widowed mother Mary King (75).  He was baptised as a six-year-old on 11 October, 1899 in St Mary’s Church of England, Harrow.  His father was a labourer at the time.
The Johnson family left as assisted immigrants to Queensland, Australia from London in May, 1902 arriving in Brisbane on 16 July, 1902.  Passengers on the Duke of Portland were Daniel (34), Eliza (35), Sarah (10), William (8) and Daniel (2).  They went to Ipswich.
The ship’s arrival was reported in the:
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Military experience was gained from one month at camp until disbanded.  He lived at Chermside Road, Ipswich with the occupation of coach body maker.
At the recruiting depot in Ipswich on 10 July, 1917 the twenty-three-year-old single carpenter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 160cms (5ft 3ins) tall, weighing 54kgs (119lbs) with a chest measurement 89cms (35ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his right eye and very poor sight in his left one.  Distinctive mark was a scar on the left thigh.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Sarah Isobel Johnston care of Mrs C. Mannion, Elizabeth Street, Rosalie, Brisbane.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the Pioneer Battalion at Rifle Range Camp, Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st Military District) from 17 July, 1917 to 31 July when allotted to the Miners’ Depot until 8 August and sent to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction with the May Reinforcements.  On 28 August went to Bendigo for specialised training until 2 November returning to Seymour to prepare for departure with the November, 17 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  Military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7793.  An overnight stay at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne ensued they were ready for departure.

The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day.   

They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5.  The Reinforcements left Port Said on January 9, 1918 on board the H.M.T. B:102 Kashgar arriving at Taranto, Italy on January 20.  A week later in Italy were entrained at Bordighira on January 27 and reached Cherbourg, France at the end of the month.  On January 31, 1918 the H.M.T. C.O.168 Mona’s Queen conveyed them across the English Channel where they disembarked at Southampton, England on February 2, 1918.  A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse. 

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 8 April, 1918 marching into the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  Left the Aust Corps Depot at Caestre on 18 April for the 1st Tunnelling Company working as Saulty and taken on strength the next day.  Service continued without incident.
He was with his Unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

In an audit of the company was noted to be with his unit on 11 January, 1919.  Leave to the United Kingdom was granted and taken from 1st to 17th February and an extension of leave was granted and re-joined his unit on February 21.

Went sick to hospital on 24 March, 1919 to the 2nd Aust Field Ambulance with Influenza and five days later moved to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.21 to the 8th General Hospital on April 4 and discharged to the Aust General Base Depot three days later and was detached from the 1st Tunnelling Company and attached to the Aust General Base Depot at Havre. 
On 6 June, 1919 marched out from Havre for return to England and disembarked at Southampton a day later.

After demobilisation Sapper Johnson embarked for Australia on 23 July, 1919 on H.T. Ulysses.  Base Records advised his sister that he was returning home.  His name was among those listed as returning:
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He was also listed in the list of Ipswich men returning home and published in the:

The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 5 September, 1919.

News of their arrival in Brisbane (1st M.D.) took place on 6th September, 1919 then taken to the Kangaroo Point Military Hospital for their Disembarkation Medical Examination.  Their arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 29 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment after two years and 82 days service of which 1 year and 290 days were overseas service.  Sapper 7793 William John Johnson, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (32383) and the Victory Medal (30426) for serving his country.

He returned to Ipswich and listed as a coach maker in 1921.  As motor cars took over horse-drawn coaches he ventured further north to Biggenden and secured employment in the sugar industry at Dallarnil.    
He married a local girl, Vera Hilda Elizabeth Spencer in Biggenden on 21 December, 1926. 
The couple were listed there and his occupation was labourer.  His wife was successful in securing a lease of Prickly Pear land at Coringa and they successfully cleared the noxious infestation and ran a small dairy on the property.  They had four sons and four daughters.  He also worked at the Biggenden Council and rode his bicycle regularly from Coringa to work.


In 1969 they are listed at 20 Tardent Street, Biggenden where they retired.

The Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records on 16 December, 1969 which were then forwarded to them.
William John Johnson passed away on 8 March, 1971 aged 75 years.    Interment took place in Section 3 of Dallarnil Cemetery in plot no.25.

Mrs Vera Johnson died on 30 May, 1983 aged 77 years.

Their headstone in Dallarnil Cemetery.
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Brisbane Courier Saturday July 19, 1902:


OVERSEA VESSELS IN PORT


Duke of Portland s. 3955 tons, Captain Long from London, is berthed at Norman Wharf.  The B.I and Q.A. Company Limited, agents.





Daily Standard Monday September 1, 1919:


H.T. ULYSSES


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad.


Spr. W.J. Johnson, A.G.B. Dpt.							Article abridged





Queensland Times Wednesday September 3, 1919:


IPSWICH MEN ON ULYSSES


Ipswich men are well represented on the Ulysses, which is now on the coast.  They are Spr W.J. Johnson


										Article abridged 





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday September 6, 1919:


THE ULYSSES – MORE RETURNED SOLDIERS


Wet weather to some extent spoilt the reception of the 770 returned soldiers for this State who landed yesterday morning from the Ulysses.





Brisbane Courier Monday September 8, 1919:


WELCOMED HOME


Two further troop trains arrived at the Central Railway Station on Saturday at about 6.30 p.m.  The first train brought returned soldiers who had come out by the transports Friedricksruhe and Delta and the second train those who had travelled by the Ulysses.  The trains were late in arrival but there was a big concourse of people at the Railway Station, and during their journey through the streets to the Kangaroo Military Hospital, the returned men received the most cordial of greetings.  The Army Reserve Band played selections while the men were detraining and soldiers were conveyed to Kangaroo Point by motor vehicles of the Returned Soldiers of the Motor Transport Corps, the members generously using their cars for the purpose.  At the Military Depot the returned men were officially welcomed by the State Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving), by the Mayor of Brisbane (Ald. C.P. Buchanan) and Mrs. Buchanan and by Messrs. W.E. Gillies and W. Lennon on behalf of the State Government.





William and Vera Johnson
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Their headstone in Dallarnil Cemetery, Qld
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