SAPPER CARL SEVERINE JENSEN
7214 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Taragoola, via Gladstone, Queensland was the birthplace of Carl Severine Jensen on 21 February, 1895 the son of Christien and Sophia Alvida Jensen.  He was working at Westbrook, near Toowoomba in 1915.

At the Darling Downs Recruiting Depot in Toowoomba on 28 November, 1916 the twenty-one-year-old farmer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation papers describe him with good physical development, 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 61.8kgs (136lbs) with a chest expansion of 81-88cms (32-34½ins) and a medium complexion with blue eyes testing to fair sight in one eye and poor vision in the other.  His hair was light brown and religious faith was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father Christien Jensen of Taragoola, via Gladstone, Qld.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion from 6th January to 17th February, 1917 at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane then allotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) at the Engineers camp.  After final home leave was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria on 21 March joining the March, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies to 2 April leaving sick to the Ascot Vale camp until April 24.  He went to No. 5 Aust General Hospital the same day for teeth extraction on 27 April and entered the invalids’ camp the same day at No. 14 Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Macleod to convalesce remaining until May 7.  
Returned to Seymour on May 20 joining the Tunnelling Companies for overseas service.  Military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his father Christie Jensen, Taragoola, via Gladstone, Qld.  
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7214.

His name was inscribed on the Westbrook Honour Board which was unveiled on 30 May, 1917 at the School of Arts reported in the:
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The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  He went sick to the ship’s hospital on 10 August with Parotitis (mumps) and after 14 days was discharged to duty.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded overseas to France on 22 November, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles then to the Aust Corps Depot on November 27.  On 3 December was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company who were situated in the Cambrai sector working on road repairs and building Artillery dugouts in the Reserve Line.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Sapper was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 12 December, 1917.

Service continued without illness or injury and was with his Unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines.

Leave was granted and taken from 12 November and re-joined on 1 December, 1918.  

Orders were received on 23 May, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot 2 and departed there for England on May 30 from Havre arriving at No. 2 Group Camp at Sutton Veny the next day.

Sapper Jensen embarked from Devonport, England on 24 July, 1919 on board H.T. Bakara.  Base Records notified his father on 19 May that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 30 September, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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Another day’s wait before the journey to Brisbane (1st M.D.) began then boarded the train for Queensland.  News of their arrival appeared in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 6 Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point and his Statement of Case reads:


No disability      (Sgd.) C.S. Jensen

Recommendation:   demobilise 



Confirmed: 2/10/19

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 1 November, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.


He returned to Taragoola via Gladstone.

The British War Medal (31017) and the Victory Medal (29340) were issued to Sapper 7214 Carl Severine Jensen, 2nd Tunnelling Company for service his country.


He married on 7 December, 1925 at Calliope to Daisy Wright.

From 1930 they are listed in Electoral Rolls at Grevillia Farm, Taragoola working as a labourer. 
 In 1954 they are at Riversleigh, Taragoola as a farmer and by 1972 they have retired to Sutherland Street, Calliope.

Carl Severine Jensen passed away on 16 October, 1976 aged 81 years.  Interment took place in CM298 Monumental Section A of Calliope Cemetery.

Mrs Daisy Jensen died on 31 October, 1988 aged 88 years.
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Toowoomba Chronicle Friday June 1, 1917:


WESTBROOK HONOR BOARD – UNVEILED BY HON. L.E. GROOM


A LARGE GATHERING – IMPRESSIVE ADDRESSES – THIRTY-SEVEN NAMES ON THE ROLL


Westbrook, on Wednesday last, paid a splendid tribute of honor to the brave sons of the district who are upholding humanity’s cause.  There was a wonderful attendance at the School of Arts at Westbrook, to witness the unveiling of the Honor Board.  Like all country districts, Westbrook has done its part admirably.  Already thirty-seven names are enrolled in golden letters and more are still to follow.  The names stand recorded imperishably in the history of our Commonwealth.


THE BRAVE BOYS


Those heroes who have been honoured by the perpetuation of their efforts on this Honor list include Messrs: C.S. Jensen				Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday 1 October, 1919:


BAKARA ARRIVES


The Relatives and Friends of the men who returned by the Bakara had a long wait at the Anzac Buffet yesterday.  Timed to disembark her troops at 2.30, the boat did not berth until at Woolloomooloo till after 5.  Bad coal taken on board at South Africa, was given as the cause of delay.  Double shifts had to be worked in the stokehole and even under increased work the normal speed was not reached.


Three hours wait did not detract from the welcome the troops received when they arrived at the buffet.  On board were 144 ranks for this State.


The Queenslanders in the contingent remained on board the ship last night and will leave by this afternoon’s express for the Northern State.    							Article abridged 





Daily Mail (Brisbane) Friday October 3, 1919:


SOLDIERS’ RETURN – BAKARA MEN HOME


Another batch of returned men who had disembarked in Sydney from H.T. Bakara arrived in Brisbane by special train last night.


As usual the men were conveyed to the hospital by Members of the Returned Soldiers’ Voluntary Transport Corps, who were entertained by the ladies of the Red Cross Kitchen and officially welcomes by Mr John Huxham (Minister for Education), Brigadier-General Irving and Alderman and Mrs Hetherington representing the Mayor and Mayoress.


The train was in charge of Lt. Henley and in all 65 men returned comprising of 5 officers and 60 ordinary ranks.


											Article abridged





    Carl & Daisy Jensen


Photo sourced from Ancestry submitted by Armour Forsyth 9/8/2021








Their grave in Calliope Cemetery


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave submitted by Richie Wright








