CORPORAL GEORGE RICHARD JEANES
3621 – 1st Tunnelling Company
George Richard Jeanes said he was born in Oxfordshire, England but was actually born on 24 June, 1872 at Tower Hamlets, Middlesex, England the son of Isaac and Lucy (nee Baskett) Jeanes and was baptised on 5 November, 1872 in All Saints Church, Poplar, Tower Hamlets.  His father was a ship’s carpenter and the family were living in Dolphin Lane.

He came to New South Wales, Australia.  In 1898 he married at Bathurst, NSW to Elizabeth Rucher Millar.  In 1901 their address was 33 Egan Street, Newtown with his occupation as a labourer.
By 1912 the family were residing at Blacktown, Sydney where the following was reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot at the Sydney Town Hall on 6 December, 1915 the forty-three-year-old married labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 67kgs (148lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-98cms (35-38½ ins) and a fresh complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a star tattoo on his right forearm. Religious faith was Church of England.  He required dental treatment.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Elizabeth Jeanes of Garfield Street, Blacktown, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment at Liverpool on 29 December, 1915.
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Basic training commenced with D Coy, 13th Battalion from December 28 to 15 March, 1916 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company in the rank of Sapper.  The company moved for further training at Rosebery Park, Sydney on May 10.  He was appointed to be Second Corporal from 16 May, 1916.
Meanwhile recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The regimental 
number 3621 in No. 4 Tunnelling Company was assigned to him. 

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney which was reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:

The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.  Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

He was to be ‘voyage only’ Sergeant appointed on 12 June, 1916.

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  
Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  
The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day and attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 25 September, 1916 who were situated at Bailleul, Belgium working on the Hill 63 and T121 dugouts.
On 24 November, 1916 he went to the 6th London Field Ambulance with dental caries then to the 46th Divisional Rest Station.  Later that day was sent to the 13th Stationary Hospital at Boulogne suffering from a tumour orbit (tumour located in bony socket in front of skull) and was sent to the Convalescent camp.  On 8 December was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal entering the 3rd London General Hospital with tumour left eye.  
Was transferred on 12 March, 1917 to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.  There he appeared before the medical board on 19 March and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
Growth removed from upper part of left orbit.  This eye is quite blind.  The 

growth was a dermoid cyst (abnormal growth containing an array of developed mature and solid tissues)

Origin of disability:
Congenital


Place of disability:
Australia


Essential facts:
Dermoid cyst which was small at first - of late became larger and had to be




excised.  I am of the opinion the eye has been blind for many years


Causation:

Constitutional


Present condition:
Left eye quite blind.  Right vision 6/12 cannot improve


Operation performed:
The growth excised at 3rd London General Hospital on 16 Feb. 1917





(Dermoid cyst)


Recommendation:
Discharge permanently unfit for active service.  Yes unfit for home service.



Approved:
4/4/17


Earning a living:
three-quarters ¾ 


Board finding:

Class C3 permanently unfit for general and home service on account of





defective vision and loss of an eye

 On 7 April until sent to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 1 May.

2nd Corporal Jeanes returned to Australia from Devonport, England on 4 May, 1917 due to a blind left eye from growth removed, on board H.T. Miltiades.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  
A.I.F. Administration Headquarters, Westminster, London wrote to Base Records on 12 May, 1917 enclosing spectacles for Corporal Jeanes who was shown in records to have returned to Australia for discharge.  These were received on 12 June.

Base Records advised his wife he was returning home on 1 June.  
His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:

Base Records forwarded under separate cover a package containing spectacles sent to their office by the Officer-in-Charge A.I.F. Headquarters, 130 Horseferry Road, London and to acknowledge receipt.
The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 5 July, 1917 and arrived at the No. 4 Aust General Hospital at Randwick.  He was a patient there from 21 – 23 July, 1917.  Disease – growth removed from upper part of left orbit.  This eye is quite blind.  The growth was a dermoid cyst.
He appeared before the Medical Board on July 23 and their assessment was:


Permanent disability rendering half of his capacity to work.  Was suffering senility 



and loss of sight in left eye.  Recommended discharge and pension.

Victoria Barracks, Sydney sent his documents relating to his discharge to Base Records on 30 July, 1917 and advised his date of discharge.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 7 August, 1917 as medically unfit.

He was granted military pensions to his Blacktown address as follows:

George Richard
Self

24 shillings per fortnight from 8/8/17

Elizabeth

Wife

17 shillings per fortnight from 8/8/17

Emily May

Daughter
10 shillings per fortnight from 8/8/17

Nellie Marion

Daughter
7 shillings 6 pence per fortnight from 8/8/17

Frederick

Son

5 shillings per fortnight from 8/8/17

These pensions were cancelled on 10 April, 1918 as the members capacity was not greater than before enlistment.

The British War Medal (46423) and the Victory Medal (45349) were issued to Corporal 3621 George Richard Jeanes, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
The following were published in the:


He was reported ill in the Parramatta Hospital in the:
George Richard Jeanes, late of Blacktown, passed away in Parramatta Hospital on 14 July, 1924 aged 52 years.  Family arrangements were placed in the:

A small obituary was published in the:

Interment took place in the Church of England section no. 4 of Rookwood Cemetery, within Zone B in grave no.2486.  There is no headstone.
The Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which was prepared on 1 September, 1924.

On the first anniversary of his death the following was placed in the:


Mrs Elizabeth Jeanes was buried with her husband on 3 March, 1966 aged 88 years.
His service is commemorated in the New South Wales Garden of Remembrance at Rookwood Cemetery on Wall 2 Panel I.
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Footnote:

His name does not appear in the Australian Nominal Rolls for the Boer War.  Tried variations of Jeanes / Jeans / Janes and Jones.
Windsor and Richmond Gazette Saturday May 18, 1912:


BLACKTOWN SHIRE COUNCIL


Correspondence: From G.R. Jeanes, asking permission to erect a temporary room on blocks 56 and 67, section K of the Blacktown Estate—Referred to the local engineer.





2/Cpl G.R. Jeanes


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs website





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.                 


Cont’d





Continues:


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.	





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Second Corporal G.R. Jeanes identified as circled





Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Maitland Mercury Saturday July 1, 1916:


NEW SOUTH WALES – WOUNDED


Private G.R. Jeans									Article abridged





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgwoers Advocate (Parramatta) Saturday May 27, 1922:


ACCIDENTS


The following casualties were treated at St Joseph’s Hospital, Auburn during the past week or two:


George Jeanes 29, Sarsfield-street, Blacktown, injury to arm:				Article abridged





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgwoers Advocate (Parramatta) Wednesday November 1, 1922:


RIOTOUS BEHAVIOUR


Thomas Francis McLean and George Jeanes were charged with behaving in a riotous manner in Richmond-st, Blacktown, on October 14.  Both pleaded guilty.


Const. Hungerford stated that the defendants engaged in a stand-up fight outside the hotel.  They caused a good deal of disturbance.


Defendants were each fined 20s with 2s costs. 





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgwoers Advocate (Parramatta) Saturday July 14, 1923:


THREATENING WORDS


By proxy, at the Parramatta Police Court on Thursday, George Jeanes pleaded guilty to a charge of using threatening words to Francis J. O’Kane.  The trouble occurred at Blacktown, where O’Kane is in the railway service.  Defendant was fined £2, with costs amounting to £3/5/11.

















Hawkesbury Herald (Windsor) Thursday July 17, 1924:


DISTRICT BREVITIES


Mr George Jeanes, of Blacktown is somewhat seriously ill in Parramatta Hospital.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday July 16, 1924:





FUNERALS


JEANES—The Relatives and Friends of the late GEORGE RICHARD JEANES, Late of Sarsfield-street, Blacktown, and late of the 1st Tunnelling Company, A.I.F., are kindly invited to attend his Funeral to leave from William Metcalfe and Co’s Funeral Parlour, 107 Church-street, Parramatta, THIS (Wednesday) AFTERNOON, AT 1.30 for the Church of England Cemetery, Rookwood, Sec. 4.


WILLIAM METCALFE and CO.


Funeral Directors





Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate (Parramatta) Saturday July 19, 1924:





DEATH OF MR G.R. JEANES


We regret having to record the death of Mr G.R. Jeanes, of Sarsfield-street, Blacktown, who died on Monday last.  The late Mr Jeanes, who was a returned soldier, carried on a mixed business in the thoroughfare tunnel.  He went through the Boer War and was also a unit in the First Tunnelling Company, A.I.F., in the Great War.  Of late he had been in very delicate health, owning having been gassed and injured while in the trenches.  The deceased leaves his wife and five children, three daughters and to sons to mourn and to whom much sympathy is extended by Blacktown residents who hold them in esteem.  The remains were interred on Wednesday in the Church of England cemetery, Rookwood.








Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday July 14, 1925:





IN MEMORIAM


JEANES—In loving reminiscence of our dear father and pal George Richard Jeanes, who departed this life July 14, 1924, late 1st Tunnelling Company, A.I. Forces, and Ordinance Department, Sydney.


After life’s fitful slumber he sleeps.


Inserted by his loving sons, George and Fred Jeanes





JEANES—In loving memory of our dear father, George Richard Jeanes, who died July 14, 1924, late 1st Tunnelling Company and Ordnance Dept, Sydney.


A fond, loving father and friend.


Inserted by his daughter and son-in-law, Emily and Norman Walsh





JEANES—In loving memory of our dear father and grandfather, George Richard Jeanes, who departed this life July 14, 1924.  Loved by all.  Inserted by Lucy, Sid and grandchildren.





His plaque in NSW Garden of Remembrance, Sydney


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








