SAPPER GEORGE THOMAS JAMES
3917 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Bendigo, Victoria was the birthplace of George Thomas (Roy) James in 1897 the son of Joseph Thomas and Bridget Mary (nee Collins) James.  After his father died and his mother became Mrs Bart Reardon with her husband’s occupation - blacksmith.  Military experience was gained from four years of cadets with the 67th Infantry.
At the recruiting depot in Bendigo on 29 January, 1916 the eighteen-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Being under twenty-one years his mother would have given her permission for him to enlist.  Attestation forms describe him as 175cms (5ft 8¾ins) tall, weighing 60.9kgs (134lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins) and a fresh complexion with grey eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs B. Reardon of 36 Shamrock Street, Bendigo, Vic.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the 16th Depot Battalion from 12 February to 1 March then transferred to Broadmeadows camp near Melbourne joining the 35th Infantry Battalion.  A week later on 7 March was allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company.
Recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

He was given a farewell in Bendigo which was reported in the:

[image: image2.jpg]



The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3917 in No. 5 Tunnelling Company was assigned to him. 

He was photographed with other members of the No. 5 Tunnelling Company from Bendigo and appeared in the Bendigo Advertiser on Saturday 27 May, 1916 and the Bendigonian issue of 1 June, 1916.
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The ship Warilda departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot on August 30.  Sapper was allotted to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 29 September, 1916.
Service continued without incident and was granted leave from France from 18th to 28th September, 1917.

On 21 September, 1918 in preparation for an advance attack the Officer Commanding the 2nd Tunnelling Company became responsible for all forward roads in the Southern half of the Australian Corps Sector with certain labour.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following about their involvement in the attack.

“27/9/18


Further conference of O.C. and 2nd Division regarding work during operations

Officers and N.C.O.’s reconnoitred roads with which they were concerned.

Brigadier-General FOOTT, C.M.G., Chief Engineer Australian Corps called to see if all arrangements were complete.  Gave “Y” day as instructions re Transport and Zero hour as 5.55 a.m. 29th.

28/9/18


Final arrangements regarding operations completed.

The C.R.E. Australian Corps Troops established his Headquarters in the same cellar and correlated work of the 1st and 2nd Australian Tunnelling Companies.  The 1st Tunnelling Company moved in later in the evening.

Zero hour altered from 5.55 a.m. to 5.50 a.m.

29/9/18

At 5.50 a.m. the general attack took place.  The following was the order of battle on the Australian Corps front, North to South:
30th American Division

27th American Division with the 3rd and 5th Australian Division in reserve.
Road parties moved out as detailed in Operations order No. 2 at zero hour plus 15 minutes.

No. 1 Section (Captain L. De J Grut) was responsible for BLACK ROAD (see attached map) and No. 2 Section (Captain C.L. Smith) for the RED ROAD.  On each of these roads, report centres, marked by large notice boards were established to which the 5th Pioneers and Officer in charge or road reconnaissance sent their reports.  They were then forwarded from there by motor cyclist to the Company Headquarters at C.R.E.’s Road Report Centre.  The progress of the roads was there plotted on a special graph which will be included in next month’s diary, and the information wired to the Chief Engineer, Australian Corps, 3rd Australian Division, 5th Australian Division, 27th American Division and the 30th American Division.

No. 3 Section (Lieut. S. Halford) commenced work at Zero hour plus 30 minutes on the HARGICOURT-ROSSAY Road and by 9 a.m. Lieut. Halford reported that this road was in excellent order for Double Motor Transport.

All reports received from parties on the road together with the original carbon copies of reports went by C.R.E., Corps Troops are attached as Appendix No XCII.  These are arranged chronologically and from then the progress of the operation can be accurately followed.

The casualties in Nos 1 and 2 sections were comparatively heavy 10 out of 20 of Lieut. K.B. LEWIS’s party with 5th Pioneers Battalion became casualties.

30/9/18

Work of reconnaissance, repair and maintenance of roads carried on Casualties from enemy shell and machine gun fire comparatively heavy.”
On 30 September, 1918 Sapper James was wounded in action suffering the effects of gas poisoning.

His service card is missing therefore no further information can be given but he would have had treatment at the Field Ambulance before progressing to the Casualty Clearing Station and then admitted to the line of command hospital in France.  He was discharged from hospital on 6 October, 1918.

Base Records regrettably advised his mother on 20 October, 1918 that it was reported her son had been wounded – gassed.  On November 8 further information was given that he had been admitted and discharged from Hospital in France.
The following are the Bendigo newspaper articles reporting the news appearing in:
 


He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Sapper returned to England to await his voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper James embarked for Australia on 7 July, 1919 on board H.T. Chemnitz.  Base Records advised his mother on 4 August he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 September, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 20 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The following year he married Theresa Josephine Dunne and they were listed at 77 Vine Street, Bendigo he worked as a labourer.

For serving his country Sapper 3917 Gregory Thomas James, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (45434) and the Victory Medal (44662).

He did not collect his medals from the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter sent care of the last known address of his next-of-kin was forwarded to him.

He wrote to Base Records from 77 Vine Street, Bendigo asking to be sent his medals.  These were posted by registered post (7772) on 6 September, 1923 and he receipted delivery on September 11.

He became a motor driver and the following was reported from the City Court proceedings published in the:


A charge of reckless driving followed and reported in the:


He appealed against the conviction with proceedings covered by the:


In 1926 his residence was 476 Hargreaves Street, Bendigo and occupation was motor driver where he remained.

The following was reported in 1930 from the City Court:

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 3 May, 1938.
By 1942 he was living at 26 Nicholson Street, Maribyrnong and a munitions worker during the Second World War.

He remained working as a labourer and in 1949 was living at 63 Queensville Street, Kingsdale W.13.

Gregory (Roy) Thomas James passed away on 5 July, 1952 aged 55 years in West Fitzroy.  Interment took place in the same grave as his mother in the monumental portion G4b of White Hills Cemetery, Bendigo in grave no. 18768 on July 7, 1952.
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Bendigo Advertiser Monday January 31, 1916:


RECRUITING CAMPAIGN – BENDIGO DEPOT – 18 PASSED ON SATURDAY


In all there were 26 applicants, seven rejected and one case pending.  The names of the soldiers are:


Gregory Thomas James, laborer, Shamrock-street, Bendigo				Article abridged





Bendigo Independent Thursday May 11, 1916:


FAREWELLING SOLDIERS


Between 50 and 60 guests assembled at the residence of Mr and Mrs Reardon to bid farewell to their son, Sapper G.T. James, who is leaving for the front early this month.  Sapper James was the recipient of many tokens of esteem, including a gold ring suitable engraved from his mother and father.  An evening’s amusement was indulged in, harmony being supplied by Mrs Bode, Misses Bode, D. Warren, Messrs Tyrell, Redfern and others.


Dancing was indulged in by the guests until an early hour of the morning, the proceedings terminated with the singing of the National Anthem.





Bendigo Advertiser – Vic – Saturday 27 May 1916:


BENDIGO MEMBERS OF No.5 TUNNELLING CORPS (Broadmeadows), with their O.C., 


CAPTAIN WAGSTAFF, of Bendigo.





Top Row : J. Cain (5293), J. Helsdon (3823), D. Dowsey (5566)


Second Row: T.P.L. Huray (3933), G.R. Clough (3839), F.S. Thornton (3725), R. Brown (3816), (Unnamed)


Third Row: T. Simmons (3922), L.H. Hancock (3950), Capt. P.W. Wagstaff, P. Prince (T.M. 3828), G.T. James (3917) 


[Numbers added by tunnellers.net] 		         				                  Photo courtesy Peter Wagstaff





Bendigo Independent Thursday October 24, 1918:


WOUNDED – SAPPER G.T. JAMES


Mrs B. Reardon, of 36 Shamrock Street, Bendigo, has been advised that her son, Sapper G.T. (Roy) James, of the 2nd Tunnelling Company, has been gassed whilst fighting in France, after 2½ years’ service.





Bendigo Advertiser Thursday October 24, 1918:


NEWS OF SOLDIERS


Mrs B. Reardon, of 36 Shamrock-street, Bendigo, has been advised that her son, Sapper G.T. James, of the 2nd Tunnelling Company, has been gassed whilst fighting in France, after ½ years’ service.





Bendigo Independent Thursday November 28, 1918:


AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES – 447TH LIST


The names of the following Northern Victorians appeared in the above list:


GASSED


Spr. G.T. James, Bendigo:								Article abridged





Bendigo Advertiser Friday November 29, 1918:


WOUNDED SOLDIER


In publishing the 445th casualty list on Monday we inadvertently omitted the name of Sapper G.T. James, Bendigo wounded (2nd occasion).





Age (Melbourne) Saturday September 6, 1919:


LARGE NUMBER OF MEN RETURN


Nearly 1000 Victorian members of the A.I.F. returned to Melbourne yesterday in addition to about 60 Tasmanians.  An enthusiastic reception was accorded to them by the public.  The disembarkation from the transport Chemnitz, which arrived at the new pier, Port Melbourne, at 10 a.m. one hour behind the scheduled time, was one of the largest yet dealt with by the authorities, over 650 troops being landed.  The transport Prinz Ludwig arrived shortly after 3 o’clock, and the men were conveyed immediately to the Sturt-street depot.  In connection with both debarkations, the troops were welcomed at the pier by the State Commandant (Brigadier General C.H. Brand), who was accompanied in the morning by the Assistant Minister for Defence (Mr G.H. Wise).  As they have done throughout the war, motorists responded well to the appeal for cars, and the ‘finalisation’ arrangements at the depot left nothing to be desired.  Tasmanian troops were medically examined and provided with accommodation at the Domain camp pending their return to the southern State.  New South Wales and Queensland troops who also returned yesterday, were given leave of absence for a few hours, and resumed their journey by boat last evening.





 Age (Melbourne) Tuesday December 2, 1924:


BENDIGO


In the City Court on Monday, Gregory Thomas James, motor bus driver, was fined £2 for negligent driving.  The evidence showed that on 10th October James was driving a motor bus towards Charing Cross and collided with a tram.





Geelong Advertiser Tuesday January 13, 1925:


“DRIVE OVER HIM: - BUS DRIVER CHARGED


BENDIGO, January 12.   At the City Court today Gregory Thomas James was charged with having driven a motor bus recklessly on December 18th.


William James, tram trackman, said that on December 18 at about 10.50 a.m. he was attending to a tram track in High Street, near the intersection of Wattle Street, when he saw defendant approaching in his motor bus from the direction of Golden Square, seated on the bus with defendant was a young man named Critchley.  As the bus neared witness, he heard Critchley remark “Run over him.”  Defendant immediately swerved his bus on to the centre of the tram track and drove straight at witness.  Had he not jumped out of the way the bus would have passed over him.


On the morning of December 13 defendant tried to run witness down by jamming him against a tram car.


Plainclothes constable Hogben gave corroborating evidence and said he witness the incident and heard a voice say “Drive over him.”


The defence was a denial of the allegations and defendant was fined £10- or three-months imprisonment and his licence was cancelled.





Age (Melbourne) Thursday February 5, 1925:


APPEAL AGAINST CONVICTION – A BENDIGO INCIDENT


BENDIGO—An appeal lodged by Gregory Thomas James, motor bus driver, against his conviction for reckless driving was heard in Bendigo General Sessions on Wednesday when the case was dealt with in Police Court James was fined £10, with £2 costs, and also had his licence cancelled.


William James, a trackman, employed by the Electric Supply Co., said that on 18th December he was attending to a tram rack when he saw appellant driving a bus in the direction of Bendigo.  Witness was kneeling on one knee on the tram track.  There was no other vehicle in sight.  When the bus was about 14 yards away witness heard a man named Critchley, who was sitting in the bus with appellant, turned his bus towards witness and said “Drive over him.” Appellant accelerated his speed, and had witness not rolled out of the way he would have been run over.  The bus was travelling at from 20 to 25 miles an hour. 


Plain clothes Constable G. Hogben said that on the morning of 17th December he had a conversation with William James, and on the following morning he took up a position inside a fence about thirteen paces from where James was working.  At 10.50 a.m. he saw defendant driving his motor bus towards Bendigo, and when the bus was about 100 yards from James, appellant pulled the bus over towards the trams line, and appeared to be driving straight at James.  He thought appellant intended to frighten James, and that he did not actually mean to drive over him.


His Honor said it was a serious thing to take away the means of livelihood of a young man like appellant, but he should understand that he could not be allowed to let his feelings of spite and anger against any man moved him to try and frighten that man in such a manner as he did.   He would suspend appellant’s licence till 31st March only, instead of confirming its cancellation entirely.  The fine and costs would stand.





Age (Melbourne) Tuesday May 20, 1930:


BENDIGO


Gregory T. James was fined £1, with £2 4/0 costs, for driving a motor car carrying passengers for hire at a greater speed that 30 miles an hour between Bendigo and Kangaroo Flat.  The evidence showed that the car travelled for some distance at a speed of 37 miles an hour.





His grave in White Hills Cemetery, Bendigo, Vic


Photo sourced from Find-a Grave submitted by Allan Davis








