SAPPER WILLIAM JAMES PENNINGTON JAGO
146 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Bundaberg, Queensland was the birthplace of William James Pennington Jago on 25 February, 1884 the son of William James and Hannorah Theresa (nee Murphy) Jago.  His mother died when he was about twelve years old in 1896.  His military experience was gained through one year with the Cadets.  A five-year apprenticeship was served as a carpenter with J. Jago in Bundaberg. 
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Qld (1st Military District) on 2 October, 1915 the thirty-one-year-old single carpenter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of attestation describe him as 160cms (5ft 3ins) tall, weighing 54.5kgs (120lbs) with a chest expansion of 81-83cms (32-33½ins) and had a fair complexion with grey eyes that passed the eye test with poor vision and dark brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was Mrs Lily Jago, (possibly step-mother) of Water Street, Bundaberg.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
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After basic training at Enoggera camp, Brisbane he was allotted on 25 October, 1915 to the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps and transferred to their camp at Casula where the Corps was in its establishment phase.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 146.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. 
On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  
The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.
Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company of 29 December, 1916.

His service continued without illness or injury and was granted leave from France from 22 August until 1 September, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Second leave to England was taken from 21 February and returned to duty on March 10, 1918.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:




Crime:

Plymouth (1) Refusing to show his pass at North Road Station






about 8 p.m. (2) Using obscene language (3) Violently resisting






the escort (4) Kicking the N.C.O.’s of the M.P. whilst in the






execution of their duty 23/2/18




Award:

Deprived of 7 day’s pay by Lt-Col R. Hill 25/2/18




Crime:

While of Active Service AWL from 9.30 p.m. to 10.45 p.m.






19/5/18




Award:

7 days C.B. [confined to barracks] by C.O. 1st Tun. Coy 20/5/18
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps left by the enemy.

Leave from France was taken from 28 November returning to take up duties on December 19, 1918.

On 22 January, 1919 Sapper was detached to the Aust Corps Workshops and re-joined his unit on February 2.

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and they departed from there on February 24 for England transported across the Channel and marching into the No. 3 Group camp at Parkhouse the next day.

On 20 March, 1919 they marched out to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery Convalescent Camp at Heytesbury to await their voyage home.  After demobilisation Sapper Jago embarked for Australian on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  Base records advised his next-of-kin on 22 May, 1919 that he was on his way home.  
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 8 June, 1919 where the troops for Queensland were transhipped for Sydney on the transport Sardinia.  

News was of this was published in the:
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Their arrival in Brisbane (1st M.D.) was reported in the:

On his return to Bundaberg on June 18, 1919 the soldiers’ welcome home was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 29 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For service for his country Sapper 146 William James Pennington Jago, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (12156) and the Victory Medal (11997).

Later that year he was listed as a carpenter at Water Street, Bundaberg.  He married on 21 December, 1920 to Muriel May Phillips.

By 1932 they were residing at 37 Nicholson Street, Rockhampton with the occupation of carpenter where they remained.

A Statement of his Service was requested from Base Records and forwarded on 7 June, 1957 to the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Department.

William James Pennington Jago passed away on 21 January, 1958 aged 74 years in Rockhampton.  
Cremation took place at the Norman Gardens Crematorium and his memorial plaque is located on Wall 8.

Mrs Muriel Jago died on 18 December, 1966 and cremation was held there with her plaque also on Wall 8.
His name is commemorated on the Christ Church Roll of Honour, Bundaberg, Qld
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Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday 10 June, 1919:


DISEMBARKING TOMORROW


The troopship China, which is expected tomorrow morning, is carrying in addition to her own troops, the New South Wales soldiers by the Boonah, who were transhipped at Melbourne.


Relations and friends who have the tickets marked China or Boonah will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9.30 a.m.  The Queenslanders will not disembark.


Cars numbers on the Red Cross Register from 321 to 461 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf at Woolloomooloo at 9.30 a.m. 





The Brisbane Courier Saturday June 14, 1919


FURTHER ARRIVALS TODAY


SARDINIA AND BOONAH CONTINGENTS


Soldiers who returned on the Sardinia and Boonah are expected to arrive by special train from Sydney to-day at 5.40 p.m., at Platform No. 5, Central Station.  Two passes only will be issued by the military authorities to enable the next of kin (as laid down by the soldier) to gain access to the railway platform upon arrival of the train.  Next of kin are requested to call for their platform tickets at the Staff Office for Returned Soldiers, Victoria Barracks. Only those motor cars authorised by the Defence Department, through the Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps, will be allowed within the enclosure.  Relatives and friends of members of the Australian Imperial Force will not be allowed in these cars.





Bundaberg Mail Thursday June 19, 1919:


SOLDIERS WELCOMED


Yesterday morning Messrs Adams and Maynard, representing the Bundaberg Reception Committee, met and welcomed Private W.J.P. Jago, 1st A.T.C., Water Street, and Private A. Wilson, 13th Battalion, Innisfail.
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