SAPPER WALTER HUTCHEON
5761 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Walter Hutcheon was born in Gordon, New South Wales in 1891 the son of Walter and Ann (nee Young) Hutcheon.  From about the age of six years he lived a rural life as his father, a Scotchman and stone mason by trade, set up a home and orchard in the valley of the Lane Cove River, not far from Pymble.  On the 10 acres of land surrounded entirely of dense forest timber sheltering it reasonably from winds, he grew stone fruits of peaches, plums and apricots, apples and citrus fruits of mandarins and Lisbon lemons.   Walter Junior also worked in the stone business as a quarryman.
At the recruiting depot in Sydney (1st Military District) on 2 April, 1916 the twenty-three-year-old quarryman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-92cms (33½-36ins) and a medium complexion with hazel eyes and auburn hair.  He had no previous sickness with a distinctive mark given as a scar on the offside of his right ankle.  Presbyterian was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Walter Hutcheon of Ryde Road, Gordon.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed on 3 April, 1916.
Basic training commenced then allotted to the Mining Corps Reinforcements training at Rosebery Park, Sydney on 1 June, 1916.

He married on 3 June, 1916 at St Ives to Agnes Smith and she became his next-of-kin with her address care of Miss C.K. Harris, Victoria Avenue, Chatswood and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her. 

On July 5 Sapper was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and later assigned to the November, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 5761.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on board S.S. Onward on 28 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  Was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company from Reinforcements on 8 February, 1917.

Contracted mumps and sent sick to the 4th London Field Ambulance on 13 March and the same day to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer until discharged to Base Details and re-joined his unit on 1 April, 1917.
On 29 August, 1917 the 2nd Tunnelling Company were situated on the Belgian Coast at Oost Dunkerke Bains and had started a system of dugouts in sand for an Advanced Divisional Headquarters.
Sapper Hutcheon was wounded in action suffering a contusion to his right shoulder and taken to the 39th Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed by Ambulance Train no.1 to the 39th Casualty Clearing Station. On 5 September admitted to the 13 General Hospital at Boulogne and four days later transferred to the 3rd Rest Camp.  By 12 September was moved to the Aust General Base Depot in Havre, marched out to Rouelles five days later and returned to his unit on September 30.
Base Records had notified his father on 13 September, 1917 that his son had been wounded in action.
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His name was among those published in the Casualty List appearing in the:

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

While on active service AWL from shift parade 13/4/18



Award:

20 days F.P. No. 2 [field punishment] by O.C. 2nd Tun Co. 15/4/18

His service continued without further illness or injury and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave was granted and taken from 10 December but while on leave went sick to Headquarters and sent to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 29 December with a social disease.  After 27 days curative care was discharged to the No. 1 Camp at Parkhouse.  On 7 February, 1919 left the Convalescent Training Depot for the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper Hutcheon embarked for discharge in Australia on board H.T. Plassy on 17 March, 1919.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 3 April he was coming home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 3 May, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

Military discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 10 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The following occurred a year later in the Divorce Court as reported in the:  
For serving his country Sapper 5761 Walter Hutcheon, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (60429) and the Victory Medal (58525).  

His petition for Divorce another year on was granted final as follows:

A re-marriage occurred in 1922 at Chatswood to Margaret Tanner Armitt.
From 1930 onward he was listed as an orchardist at Yanco and James Road, Pymble.

Base Records was requested by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission for a copy of his service records and were forwarded on 26 August, 1942.

Walter Hutcheon, late of Turramurra, passed away on 24 February, 1950 aged 59 years.  Announcements and family arrangements were placed in the:

Cremation took place at the Northern Suburbs Crematorium.  A War Grave plaque commemorating his service is placed on an Undetermined Wall in section ZP panel at position 193.  

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

      1934
HUTCHEON, W.
Yanco Road, Pymble
2TC
 1960-68
HUTCHEON, W.
Yanco Road, Pymble
2nd
            Notation: Letter returned 1962
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Sydney Morning Herald Friday October 5, 1917:


NEW SOUTH WALES – WOUNDED


Spr. WALTER HUTCHEON, Chatswood						Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Monday May 5, 1919:


TROOPS BY THE PLASSY – WELCOMED IN THE RAIN


Despite the heavy showers there was a very large crowd of men, women, and children in and around the Anzac Buffet to welcome returned soldiers by the Plassy on Saturday morning.


Still further disappointment awaited friends and relatives when it was announced that the disembarkation, originally set down for 9.45 a.m., had been altered to two hours later.


Undeterred by the heavy weather, however, the mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, or more remote kindred, waited patiently in the rain for the arrival of their loved ones.  Towards noon the weather changed, and in the twinkling of an eye the whole aspect was altered.  The sun shone out, and rain and disappointment moved up from Woolloomooloo Bay, cheers were given for the returning soldiers, and the scene at Anzac Buffet (accustomed, as the place is daily to scenes on similar lines) lacked nothing but enthusiasm.  It almost appeared as though the pent-up feelings of those who had been forced to wait in the rain had gained fresh vigour from the enforced retirement.  Miss Evans and her staff of V.A.D.’s had everything in readiness for the reception of the returning soldiers.





Sun (Sydney) Friday October 1, 1920:


OBJECTED TO FARM LIFE – MUST RETURN TO HUSBAND


Mr Justine Gordon, in the Divorce Court to-day, directed Agnes Hutcheon (formerly Smith) to return to Walter Hutcheon junr., and render him conjugal rights.


Hutcheon, who was represented by Mr Alfred G. Collins, said he was married on June 3, 1916 at St Ives.  He had been to the war, and soon after his return he and his wife went to reside at Chatswood.  He was now residing at Pymble.  He suggested to his wife that they go and live on a farm.  She objected and left him.  He had asked her to return to him, but she had refused.





Daily Telegraph Wednesday November 23, 1921:


DIVORCE – DECREES


(Before Mr Justice Gordon)


Decrees previously granted were made absolute in the following cases: Walter Hutcheon jun., v Agnes Hutcheon.										Article abridged





SMH Saturday February 25, 1950


DEATHS


HUTCHEON, Walter—February 24, 1950, at the Lady Davidson Home, Turramurra, beloved husband of Margaret and father of James, Ellen, Richard and Malcolm, aged 59 years.


FUNERALS


HUTCHEON—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Margaret Hutcheon and Family are invited to attend the Funeral of her dearly beloved Husband and their Father, WALTER HUTCHEON; to leave his late residence, Yanco Road, Pymble, This Saturday, at 9.30 a.m. for the Northern Suburbs Crematorium.


BRUCE MAURER


      North Sydney     


HUTCHEON—Pymble Sub-branch of the R.S.S. and A.I.L.A.  The members of the above Association are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of their late esteemed Member, WALTER HUTCHEON (late 27th Batt).  For further particulars see family notice.


MAUNDER, President


RUTLEDGE, Secretary





Commonwealth War Grave Plaque at Northern Suburbs Crematorium


Photo sourced from Billion Graves website








