SAPPER STANLEY THOMAS HUDSON
1253 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Stanley Thomas Hudson was born in Parramatta, Sydney, New South Wales on 13 October, 1880 the son of Thomas and Sarah Jane (Purdoe) Hudson.  He was baptised on November 18 in St John’s Anglican Church, Parramatta with his father’s occupation as a carpenter and he died in 1884.  Military experience was gained from three and a half years with the 1st Infantry Regiment and had been an apprentice at Mort Dock being there for eight and a half years.
At the Sydney recruiting office on 31January, 1916 the thirty-five-year-old single engineer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 172cms (5ft 7¾ ins) tall, weighing 66.3kgs (146lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins) and a dark complexion with his blue eyes testing to good vision and brown hair.  He had no previous illness and Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Irving of 33 Thompson Street, Drummoyne, NSW.  Swearing in took place at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW on 7 February, 1916.

Basic training commenced with C Coy Depot Battalion the same day then allotted to the Mining Corps in the final stages of their establishment as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1253 and placed with No. 3 Section.  
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  
The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

He went sick on 31 August, 1916 for treatment in the field and re-joined on 9 September.  
On 24 January, 1917 went sick with pneumonia to the 73rd Field Ambulance moving to the 33rd Casualty Clearing Station the conveyed-on Ambulance Train no.17 to Wimereux entering the 32nd Stationary Hospital on February 2.  
Base Records advised his mother on 8 February, 1917 he was in hospital suffering pneumonia.  His address for correspondence was included in the notice.
Left from Boulogne to board the hospital ship Cambria which took him to England on February 13 and admitted to the Ontario Military Hospital remaining a patient there until 28 March being transferred on February 28 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford. 
His name was listed in the Casualty List published in the:


Mrs Irving was again advised of his condition on 2 March, 1917 he was in hospital in England and on March 17 her son was progressing favourably.

On 5 April was discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott and on April 20 classed by the medical board with B1a3 debility.

On 5th, 14th and 24th June was classed with B1a2 debility and on 29 June was reclassed to B1a3 debility then to A3 on 1 August, 1917 and marched in the same day to the Overseas Training Depot at Perham Downs camp.  On 14 August marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs and assigned to No. 4 Camp then a medical board reclassified him to B2b debility on 14 August, 1917.  He left for the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 31 August, 1917.

Sapper Hudson embarked to Australia for a change due to Tachycardia (rapid heart rate) on 26 September, 1917 on board H.T. Borda.  Base Records advised his mother on 2 November, 1917 he was returning home.
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) and their arrival was reported in the: 

The soldiers then transhipped to the transport Suevic for Sydney (2nd Military District) and their imminent arrival was announced in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 26 January, 1918 as medically unfit.
As from 27 January, 1918 he was granted a military pension to his address at 33 Thompson Street, Drummoyne.

The 2nd Military District, Victoria Barracks advised Base Records on 4 February, 1918 that the soldier returned to Australia on 25 November, 1917 and discharged in consequence of medical unfitness on 26 January, 1918.

He married in 1918 to Rita Bessie Arnold at Drummoyne, Sydney.  Mrs Hudson sadly died in September, 1920 with announcements published in the:


Sapper 1253 Stanley Thomas Hudson, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (33206) and the Victory Medal (32791) for serving his country.
The following was reported in the:

In 1933 he is listed as a manufacturer residing at Campbell Parade, Bondi. 
The death of his daughter was announced in the:

In 1943 he was living at Penang Street, Gosford with the occupation of chemist where he remained.
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were dispatched to them on 10 October, 1949.
In 1968 he is listed at Point Road, Mooney Mooney and retired.

Stanley Thomas Hudson passed away on 12 May, 1968 aged 88 years.  Arrangements were published in the:


Base Records was advised of his death by the NSW Repatriation Commission on 20 February, 1973.
REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:
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Daily Telegraph Tuesday February 20, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR – SICK AND INJURED 557


The 273rd casualty list of the Australian Expeditionary Forces was issued yesterday.


Spr. S.T. HUDSON, Drummoyne							


Article abridged





The Argus Wednesday November 21, 1917:





Another large batch of returned soldiers will land to-day (Wednesday) at 2 p.m. and the motorists who can make their cars available are desired by the R.A.C.V. to meet at the new pier, Port Melbourne at that hour.  As some 1200 men including invalids will disembark it will be seen that a very large number of cars is required. 





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday November 24, 1917:


RETURNED SOLDIERS - ARRIVING TO-MORROW


A large number of invalid New South Wales and Queensland soldiers will arrive in Sydney to-morrow morning.  Relations and friends who have received tickets marked “K” from the Staff Officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers, should be at the Anzac Buffet, in the Domain, at 9 a.m. to meet the New South Wales men.  In connection with the cot cases, the names will be posted at the Buffet as soon as the men disembark so that relations and others may go without delay to the military hospital at Randwick.    


Half the Queenslanders will have morning tea at the Central Railway Station, and will leave by special train for Brisbane at 11.15 a.m.  The other Queensland soldiers will be taken to the Red Cross convalescent home, Rose Hall, Darlinghurst where luncheon is to be served at noon.  These men will leave Rose Hall at 12.30 to catch their train, with the Glebe Men’s V.A.D. in attendance.  			Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday September 16, 1920:


BIRTHS


HUDSON. —September 11, at Webber St, Henley and Therry streets, Drummoyne, the wife of S.T. Hudson—a daughter (Rita).


DEATHS


HUDSON. –September [blurred], at Webber, 18 Henley and Therry streets, Drummoyne, Rita, dearly loved wife of Stanley T. Hudson (nee Rita Arnold).





Sydney Morning Herald Monday October 25, 1920:


RETURN THANKS


Mr T.S. HUDSON of 18 Henley-street, Drummoyne, wishes to THANK relatives and friends for kind expressions of sympathy in his recent sad bereavement.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday April 15, 1932:


APPLICATIONS FOR LEASES FOR OYSTER CULTURE


It is hereby notified that the undermentioned persons have applied to lease for Oyster Culture the portions of land described hereunder opposite their respective names.


Objections may be lodged at the Fisheries Branch, Chief Secretary’s Department within thirty days of the date of this notice against the leasing of any of the portions.			


E.B. HARKNESS, Under Secretary.





No. 16,328, by S.T. Hudson, on the western side of Point Frederick, Brisbane Water, embracing the area between Oyster Leases Nos 10,450 and 16,131, parish of Gosford, county of Northumberland, frontage 450 yards.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday December 28, 1942:


DEATHS


CRISS. – December 24, 1942, at Crowe Street Hospital, Marjorie, beloved daughter of Stanley T. Hudson and loved cousin of Jean and Marjorie Wilson, Drummoyne.  Privately interred.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday May 14, 1968


DEATHS


HUDSON, Stanley Thomas—May 12, 1968, husband of Rita (deceased), father of Marjorie (deceased) Joy (Hughes), brother of Florence, Hedley, Elsie, Emily (deceased), Len and Leslie (deceased).


FUNERALS


HUDSON—A service for the late STANLEY THOMAS HUDSON of Mooney Mooney, will be held in the Chapel at the Northern Suburbs crematorium, This Day (Tuesday) at 2.20 p.m.


ALLEN MATTHEWS PTY LTD


Cremorne Junction


HUDSON—Members of the Hornsby Returned Services League Sub-branch are invited to attend the Funeral of their late esteemed Member STANLEY THOMAS HUDSON.


For funeral arrangements see family notice.


										F.E. GILL, President


										W.H.S. HALL, Secretary


HUDSON—Members of the Hornsby R.S.L. Club are invited to attend the Funeral of their late esteemed Member, STANLEY THOMAS HUDSON.  For funeral details see family notice.


										F.E. GILL, President.








