SAPPER JOHN EDWARD HILTON
6932 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
John Edward (Eddie) Hilton was born in Rockdale, Sydney, New South Wales on 3 December, 1894 the son of John Edward Hilton (mother’s name not given but could have been Elizabeth.)  
He was before the Courts at an early age with the following reported in the:
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A year later, on 1 December, 1915 the twenty-three-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination in Brisbane, Queensland.  Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 61kgs (135lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-90cms (33½-35½ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and had light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were one vaccination scar on his left arm, scar on his nose, scar on back of his left hand.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of kin nominated was his father John Hilton of 72 Samuel Street, St Peters, Sydney, NSW.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion from 3 December, 1915 at Enoggera Barracks until 5 May, 1916 when placed with the Reserve Company until 21 August.  Further instruction was gained with the 5th Reinforcements to the 47th Battalion until allotted to the Miners’ Depot on 30 August, 1916 and signed a Statutory Declaration that his occupation was to be known as a miner.  Final home leave was taken from 14 August, 1916.  On 9 September was transferred to the Miners’ training camp at Seymour, Victoria until sent to Langwarrin Hospital on September 29 for treatment of a social disease.  Returned to Seymour camp on 25 January, 1917 joining the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies training until 10 May, 1917.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6932.
The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Hilton left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Capetown 21/6/17 absent without leave from 4.30 p.m. to 11 p.m. 21/6/17



Award:

7 days confined to barracks by Brig-General Woffunk?.



Forfeiture:
1 day’s pay R.W.

Another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and marched into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse.

Action was taken while in camp:



Offence:
Parkhouse No. 3 Camp neglect to the prejudice of good order and military





discipline in that he while a sentry neglected to carry out his special orders





for part 



Award:

forfeits 3 day’s pay by 2/Lt. Goodwin   23/7/17
The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 18 August, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the following day. 

On 2 September, 1917 was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company who were working at Nieuport Bains on the Belgian coast building deep dugouts, subways and machine gun posts in the area for the British Artillery.

Sapper was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was taken on strength with the company on 5 October, 1917.
On 12 March, 1918 was wounded in action and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company reported the following for that day:

“12/3/18

Tactical situation still more critical.  Enemy artillery activity intense, shells being used extensively, mixed with a proportion of H.E.

The area around No. 3 Section Forward Billets at Trescault heavily shelled with gas resulting in 2 officers (Lieut. L.G. Wilkins and Lieut. S. Halford) 74 sappers of the Coy being gassed, besides 58 attached infantry.  The bombardment lasted from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. [number cut off] night of 12/13th and was spread over quite a large area, which retained a dangerous concentration of gas for over 24 hours.  It is estimated that the enemy fired 40,000 shells on the Corps front during the 24 hours.  The majority of these fell in and around Trescault.  The enemy also shelled various points in back areas with H.E.  These included Metz, Ytres Station and Royaucourt.  Owing to the tactical situation Labour Corps ordered not to have any men on detachment after evening of the 12th.”  

Early in March, 1918 Mr John Edward Hilton trying to find information about his son after writing to the manager of the Red Cross without success, wrote to Base Records from Darcy Road, Port Kembla, near Wollongong, NSW.  He had no particulars to his whereabouts or regimental information and his mother was very anxious about him.

Meanwhile Sapper had progressed to the Casualty Clearing Station then admitted to the 5th General Hospital in Rouen.  On March 20 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Warilda entering the 1st London General Hospital in Camberwell the next day.
Base Records advised on 29 March, 1918 to his father at the St Peters address that his son had been admitted to hospital in England on 21/3/18, suffering the effects of gas but due to moving did not receive it.

The same day his father John Hilton wrote again to Base Records from Port Kembla supplying particulars he knew of his son at the time of enlistment in Brisbane.  Base Records replied on 5 April informing him their records show this soldier’s next-of-kin was a resident at Samuel Street, St Peters on enlistment and a communication was sent on 29th Ultimo informing that soldier was reported admitted to the 1st London General Hospital, England, suffering the effects of gas (classified as wounded.)  Records kindly asked if he could verify if they had previously resided in St Peters to establish this was his son.  His postal address overseas was included.

On 4 April, 1918 Sapper was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Harefield then discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott five days later.

His father John Hilton again wrote on 12 April, 1918 from Port Kembla and verified that his son left home to enlist in Brisbane, Qld and they had resided at Samuel Street, St Peters, Sydney.  He thanked them for their trouble.
His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:
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Base Records answered his father’s letter on 16 April, 1918 requesting him to complete the enclosed Statutory Declaration prepared by them with his full name etc and return to their office.  The Declaration was returned and information verified on 25 April. 
Base Records acknowledged Mr Hilton’s letter and Statutory Declaration on 1 May, 1918 advising his current address had been noted on the records of his son.  Any later reports on his son’s progress would now be promptly communicated to him.

Sapper marched out on 7 May to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill.

In trouble again the following action was taken:



Crime:

Sandhill AWL from midnight 21/5/18 till 1.30 p.m. 23/5/18



Award:

Forfeits 2 days confined to barracks and 6 day’s pay by Capt. E. Clyde


Total forfeiture:
8 day’s pay

Sapper proceeded to France on May 31 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day and left on 5 June, 1918 to re-join his unit arriving on June 10.

An attack was planned with all arrangements being completed giving “Y” day instructions and Zero hour at 5.55 a.m. on 29th September, 1918. The C.R.E. Australian Corps Troops established his Headquarters in the same cellar at Templeux-le-Gerard and correlated work of the 1st and 2nd Australian Tunnelling Companies.  The 1st Tunnelling Company moved in later in the evening. Zero hour was altered from 5.55 a.m. to 5.50 a.m.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company records the following:

29/9/18


At 5.50 a.m. the general attack took place.  The following was the order of battle on the Australian Corps front, North to South:

   30th American Division

   27th American Division        with the 3rd and 5th Australian Division in reserve.

Road parties moved out as detailed in Operations order No. 2 at zero hour plus 15 minutes.

No. 1 Section (Captain L. De J. Grut) was responsible for Black Road (see attached map) and No. 2 Section (Captain C.L. Smith) for the Red Road.  On each of these roads, report centres, marked by large notice boards were established to which the 5th Pioneers and Officer in charge or road reconnaissance sent their reports.  They were then forwarded from there by motor cyclist to the Company Headquarters at C.R.E.’s Road Report Centre.  The progress of the roads was then plotted on a special graph which will be included in next month’s diary, and the information wired to the Chief Engineer, Australian Corps, 3rd Australian Division, 5th Australian Division, 27th American Division and the 30th American Division.
No. 3 Section (Lieut. S. Halford) commenced work at Zero hour plus 30 minutes on the Hargicourt-Rossay Road and by 9 a.m. Lieut. Halford reported that this road was in excellent order for Double Motor Transport.
The casualties in Nos 1 and 2 sections were comparatively heavy, 10 out of 20 of Lieut. K.B. Lewis’ party with 5th Pioneers Battalion became casualties.
The 1st Tunnelling Company also took part and this account is taken from the unpublished book My Story of the Great War written by Captain O.H. Woodward, whose extract recounts their participation:
“At 5 a.m. on the 29th September, I arrived at Benjamin Post with 82 men of No. 4 Section and 65 men of the 102nd “B” Company U.S. Engineers.  The attack was launched at 5.50 a.m. and shortly after we commenced work on repairs to the road.  When we approached Quennet Copse and Guennemont Farm we were held up by machine gun fire, owing to the failure of the Americans to “mop up” these positions.  Before we realised what had happened, we lost one officer and one sapper killed and twenty others wounded.  At 9 a.m. I received an order from the C.R.E. Australian Corps to report immediately on the condition of the road leading to Hargicourt, and then as far as possible toward Bellicourt.  I took Sapper Mooney with me and left the Section with instructions to proceed with the repairs to the road to Bony as early as possible.  We had a particularly exciting task inspecting these forward roads since they were subjected to heavy artillery and machine gun fire.  It was not until 6 p.m. that I completed the inspection and again returned to Benjamin Post.”

For the second occasion Sapper Hilton was wounded in action on 29 September, 1918 by a gas shell attack and taken to the 41st Casualty Clearing Station.  The next day was moved to the 41st Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed by Ambulance Train no.24 to the 2nd General Hospital where he remained until October 5 and sent to the Aust Convalescent Depot.  Four days later was discharged to Base Details.
On 18 October, 1918 Base Records advised his father that it was reported Sapper Hilton was wounded, 2nd occasion.  Further news was sent on 25 October, 1918 that his son had been discharged from hospital in France.  Address for correspondence was included.
Further disregard for regulations caused the following:


Crime:

AWL from 21.45hrs 14/10/18 to 21.00hrs 15/10/18



Award:

14 day’s pay by C.O. A.G.B.D.


Total forfeiture:
15 day’s pay

Marched out for his unit on 19 October re-joining five days later.

In the Casualty List his name was published in the:

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Broke the rules again and received the following:



Crime:

while on active service absenting himself without leave from 9 a.m. 2/1/19





until noon on 6/1/19


Award:

10 days Field Punishment No.2 by C.O. 2nd Tun. Co.



Total forfeiture:
15 day’s pay



Crime:

while on active service disobeying a lawful command given by his 





Superior officer, in that he, at Marchienne when ordered by S/Sgt

Hurst to report to C.Q.M.S. Down to load timber, neglected to do so 21/1/19



Award:

7 days F.P. No.1 by C.O. 2nd Tun. Co.  29/1/19

Leave from France was granted and taken from 3 March but became sick while in the United Kingdom and sent to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford with a social disease on 19 March, 1919.  After treatment of four days was discharged to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse on March 22.

Punishment was handed out as follows while there:



Offence:
Parkhouse 1/5/19 AWL 2130hrs to 2200hrs 5/5/19


Award:

8 days F.P. No.2 by Lt-Colonel J. McArthur 7/5/19


Total forfeiture:
13 days’ pay   7/5/19

Marched out to No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Hilton embarked for Australia on 2 July, 1919 on board H.T. Karmala.  Base Records advised his father on 26 July that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 17 August and soldiers returning to Sydney left by train travelling overland.

News of their arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 17 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

His Will was returned on 6 December, 1919 to the 2nd Military District.

For serving his country Sapper 6932 John Edward Hilton, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (72688) and the Victory Medal (69649).

He was in Melbourne in March, 1921 and reported to the Department of Repatriation at St Kilda Road but had lost his discharge and was issued with a memorandum to present to the Assistant Adjutant-General at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne which said to identify him and certify the correctness of his statement on the enclosed ship and oblige.  Base Records replied by letter dated 29 March, 1921 and gave details that this soldier was discharged on 17/9/19 and the signature on their form appeared to be identical with that shown on his records.  Instructions precluded the writer signing the attached Certificate as it could be used in the nature of a Discharge.
 He appeared before the St Kilda Court and the following were reported in the:


Back in Sydney he was before the Court again as reported in the:

He was prisoner no.65 at Parramatta Goal for three years penal servitude and a special letter was penned for him on 18 January, 1927 to Base Records wishing to make application for War Medals.  He had lost his Discharge but gave full particulars.  Stated he was serving a sentence of three years and hoped that they could see their way of doing this for him and approve.  The medals were sent and he signed delivery receipt on January 27, 1927.

From his address at 135 Moorehead Street, Redfern, Sydney, Eddie Hilton wrote to Base Records in early August, 1929 and was applying to the Verge Trust Fund in Sydney but had lost his original Discharge and they wanted to verify his identity.  Their circular detailing required procedure was returned on 14 August.

About this time it appears he is married to Elsie May (surname unknown) for in 1930 their residence is listed in 1930 as 35 Forsyth Street, Toxteth with his occupation as a dealer.

Base Records sent copies of his service records to the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission on 30 January, 1930.
Eddie Hilton and another prisoner escaped on the way to Central Court with the following placed in the:

On 3 July, 1937 he wrote from 10 Little Edward Street, Balmain East to Base Records asking for a duplicate discharge certificate.  He gave all service details and had the letter countersigned by a Justice of the Peace.  A Statement of his Service was returned from Base Records.
In 1949 their residence was at 12 Little Edward Street, Balmain East and in 1958 were at 50 St James Road, East Sydney with his occupation as dealer.

The Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 24 May, 1960.

John Edward (Eddie) Hilton passed away on December 12, 1967 aged 73 years.  Announcement and arrangements were placed in the:


Cremation took place at Northern Suburbs Crematorium and his Commonwealth War Grave plaque can be located on panel QE at niche no.19.  It reads:

News of his demise was reported in the issue of the:
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Evening News Saturday November 7, 1914:


ROBBING CHINAMEN


Before Mr Payton, at Redfern Court, John Edward Hilton, 21 and Leslie Lawler 21, were charged with in company stealing £2 10s, the property of Ah Young, At Botany, on October 27.  They were convicted and Hilton was sentenced to six months and Lawler to two months’ imprisonment with hard labor.


Hilton and Lawler were also charged with stealing a metal watch and chain, and 5s, the property of Ah Long, at Botany, on the same day, and were sentenced, Hilton to six and Lawler to two months’ hard labor.





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday April 20, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – 389TH LIST


Casualty List No. 389 was released by the Censor’s office yesterday morning.   


WOUNDED


Spr. John Edward Hilton, St Peter’s, N.S.W. (gas)					Article abridged





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday November 30, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – LIST NO. 445-446


Casualty Lists Nos. 445-446 were issued from the Censor’s Office on Monday.


WOUNDED


Spr. John Edward Hilton, Port Kembla, N.S.W. (2nd occ.)				Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday August 19, 1919:


TROOPS BY THE KARMALA


About 500 soldiers arrived in Sydney yesterday afternoon.  These men, who had come by the Karmala arrived overland from Melbourne accompanied by a number of Queenslanders.  The men from the Northern State continued their journey by train to Brisbane.  Motor cars on the Red Cross register were in readiness to carry the New South Wales men to the Anzac Buffet where they were given an enthusiastic welcome.													Article abridged





Prahran Telegraph Saturday January 7, 1922:


BARRACKING AT ST KILDA FIGHT


John Edward Hilton, of Sydney, was charged in the St Kilda Court on Friday with having behaved in an offensive manner in a public place.  Evidence was given by Constable Stephen that on December 15 he saw two men engaged in a street fight.  Hilton was one of a number of onlookers, and he was barracking the fighters and urging them on.  When police arrived to stop the trouble, he became offensive and was arrested.  He was convicted, and fined £3, in default seven days’ imprisonment.


Age (Melbourne) Saturday February 4, 1922:


				Cont’d











Continues:


A CITY “HAWK” – HEAVY SENTENCE IMPOSED


John Edward Hilton, who on the present day, was found guilty of robbing a man of £25, was yesterday again presented before Judge Wolnarski, in General Sessions.  He was charged with having stolen £25 from the person of John William Madding on 28th December.


Madding, who was a conductor, employed by the South Australian Railway department and accused approached him when he was waiting for the lift at Melbourne Coffee Palace.  Witness was just going to press the button when accused pushed his hand away saying “look out, old man or he will do the same to you as he did to me yesterday.”  							


Accused caught hand of witness and swung him off his feet, “like this.”  He dropped witness and went swaggering down the passage.  Witness was [blurred] of this conduct and left the premises.  He made the discovery that his purse containing £25 was missing.  He ran after the accused but was soon outdistanced.


He was found guilty.  The Judge sentenced him to three years imprisonment for the first offence and twelve months, concurrent for the second.							            Article abridged











Evening News (Monday November 17, 1924:


COMMITED FOR TRIAL


John Edward Hilton (3), a dealer, and Howard Matthew Griffiths (21) were committed for trial from the Central Court on a charge of having broken and entered the shop of Edward Winter, and stolen 24 hats, 2 pieces of silk, other goods and £8/12/9, value in all at £216.  Bail was allowed in £100 each.





Sun (Sydney) Saturday November 15, 1930:


                                


John Edward Hilton is regarded as a dangerous man.  He has been known as Eric Watson, Arthur Jackson and John Jackson.


His description is: about 38, 5ft 8ins in height, brown hair and brown eyes, scar on nose, Mole on right cheek, clean shaven.





Newcastle Sun Saturday November 15, 1930:


STILL AT LARGE SYDNEY, Saturday.


Joseph Schmidt and John Edward Hilton, who escaped from a police van while being taken from Burwood to the Central Court yesterday, are still at large.


Both are regarded by the police as dangerous men, who would not hesitate to commit violence to obtain their liberty.























Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday December 12, 1967:


DEATHS


HILTON—John Edward—December 12, 1967 (late 1st A.I.F. 2nd Tunnelling Co.) at hospital, of 17/776 Canterbury Road, Belmore, late of Bondi Junction, dearly beloved husband of Elsie, loved father of Emily (Mrs Merrifield), Viola (Mrs Brown), loved father-in-law of Arthur and Laurie, dear grandfather and great-grandfather of their children, aged 73 years.  In God’s care.  Arrangements see Thursday’s “Herald.”





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday December 14, 1967:


HILTON—The Relatives and Friends of the late JOHN EDWARD HILTON are kindly invited to attend his Funeral to leave St David’s Presbyterian Church, Canterbury Road, Lakemba, Tomorrow, (Friday) Afternoon after service commencing at 12.45 o’clock for Crematorium, Northern Suburbs.


LABOR MOTOR FUNERALS





A.I.F.


6932 Sapper J.E. Hilton


2nd Tunnelling Company 


12.12.1967





Northern Suburbs Crematorium showing a panel of plaques


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website 





Last Post Reveille, May 1, 1968:


ENGINEERS & SIGNALS


3362 Cpl D. Donaldson (1st Aust Tunn.); 6932 Spr. J. Hilton (2 Tunn. Coy); 9570 Spr. J. Waddington (2 Tunn. Coy)





Source: Nilsson papers in Register Roll of Tunnellers Anzac Day Reunions, Sydney.








