SERGEANT WILLIAM PERCY HENWOOD
3405 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Born William Percival Henwood on 8 October, 1880 at Clunes, Victoria the son of Joseph Reynolds and Emma Renfrey (nee Hosking) Henwood.  In 1895 the family were residing at Broken Hill, New South Wales where the following list of enrolments was published in the:
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Three years later William sat for several examinations in Adelaide, South Australia including the School of Mines with results published in the:
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At twenty-two-years of age he married in 1901 in St James Church, Glenburn, S.A. to Evelyn Daniel with announcement appearing in the:
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Having a degree as a Mining Engineer he takes a position as mine manager of a tin mine near Watsonville in Herberton Mineral Field, far North Queensland which was made known in the:
He and his wife were residing at the Royal Hotel, Watsonville in 1903 with his occupation as a mine manager.  In 1905 Mrs Henwood departs south with two children as reported in the:
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By 1906 he leaves Stannary Hills district for the position of manager at the Fossilbrook Copper miner with a send-off reported in the:


Returned to South Australia and worked as a ganger on the Lone Gum settlement project at Parilla and selected land for farming there.  He was a very active worker for the benefit of the new settlement as the following articles report:



He was to be the first director of the Pinnaroo and Investment Company from 1910 reported in the:
In an insolvency claim for an investment he appeared before the Court in 1912 with some of the proceedings reported in the:

Returning to North Queensland to the Croydon Mineral Field in 1913 taking a position as assayer and reported in the:

From there he went to the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company, near Rockhampton, Qld and set up cotton farming at Stanwell as well with the following published in the:

He was appointed to be recruiting officer for the district but only lasted one day when he enlisted himself for service as the call of miners, engineers and other allied trades to join the newly forming Mining Corps circulated central districts.
At the recruiting depot in Mount Morgan on 26 January, 1916 the married thirty-five-year-old mining engineer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 183cms (6ft) tall with a chest measurement of 102cms (40ins) and resided at the Imperial Hotel, Mt Morgan.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed on 27 January, 1916 at Rockhampton and describe him further weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a dark complexion, good vision in his hazel eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Distinctive mark was large brown piece (birthmark) on right upper arm.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Evelyn Henwood of 18 Albert Street, Goodwood, Adelaide, S.A. and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken on 21 February, 1916.

Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st Military District on 23 February to 21 March, 1916 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company as a Sapper.  On 31 March was to be Acting Sergeant.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sergeant and the Regimental number 3405 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him and confirmed on 16 May.  


He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney which was reported in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  

The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:


The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades which were reported in the:

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day and attached on 25 September to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field at Bailleul, Belgium who were working on dugouts at Hill 63 and T121.
Sergeant went sick on 5 December, 1916 spending the night in hospital and returned to duty the next day.

On 7 January, 1917 went sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with suspected tuberculosis then moved to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station diagnosed with bronchitis and a day later conveyed on Ambulance Train no.25 to Wimereux entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital with bronchitis.  On 10 February was discharged to the Aust General Base Depot then conveyed from Boulogne to England on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth and admitted to the Norfolk War Hospital, Norwich remaining for twenty-two days diagnosed with Valvular Disease Heart (VDH).  
Base Records advised his wife on 28 February, 1917 that information has been received to the effect that Sergeant Henwood was admitted to Norfolk War Hospital on 10/2/17 suffering from bronchitis, mild.  His address for correspondence was included.

On 13 March was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield Park and his statement of case reads:


Enteric 19 years ago.  France 7½mths.  Strained himself tunnelling.  Pain over heart.  Spitting


bright blood and vomiting dark fluid.  Used to faint.  Stick it for 14 days.  Had 10 days in England


back to trenches.  15 days still fainted & had Haemoptysis (coughing up blood) 4 days.  Section 

was relieved & spent 3 days in bed.  Reported again for duty and was ordered sick to England.

Heart trouble.  Had 6 X-rays no aneurism.  State of health – no swelling in feet, no TB, Apex back

differs, 5 space in midline, apex clear, Pulm. 2nd Accul’d, anterior sounds indistinct. Probably 
systolic [unreadable] pulsation in neck & remarkably loud, ? murmur jugular vein about 1 inch 

above sternum.  Can hear it himself & it interferes with sleep.  X-ray shews metal in neck near

stitching.  Won’t have operative interference. 
He appeared before the Medical Board there on 2 April, 1917 and his case reads:



Disability:
V.D.H.


Date of disability:
22/12/16


Place of disability:
France


Essential facts:
Had been doing heavy work tamping a mine when haemorrhage came on.





It was not thought to have come from lungs.  Also great shortness of breath





Haemorrhage lasted 10 days.  Had 10 days leave and on returning to lines





Haemorrhaged for 4 days and could not walk any distance for dyspnoea.





In Norwich Hospital, 1 month no more haemorrhage.


Previous history:   
Enteric (typhoid fever) and Pleurisy 19 years ago





No syphilis 


Causation:

Active service
- strain and exposure


Present condition:
He is somewhat pale looking.  Feels well while not exerting himself





Heart—A.B. in 5th space, ½ inch inside N.L.  Sounds at apex clear





In Aortic area—systolic blowing murmur and 2nd sound accentuated;





murmur conducted up vessels of neck and slightly to the left.  Pupils equal,





no tracheal lag. Pulses equal.  





Lungs—normal.  Has to sit up at night to get off to sleep





X-Ray report—masked broadening of aortic shadow lent no aneurisysonal 





bulging detected.


Recommendation:
Discharge – yes


Board finding:

Loud veinous murmur and marked thrill (an perficial and easily obliterated)





over right jugular vein.  History of severe haemorrhage.  Permanently unfit





for general service and for home service.


Caused by:

Active Service – Strain


Disability permanent:
Yes


Labour capacity:
½ (Half)


Board finding:

Permanently unfit for general service


Approved:

10/4/17

Was discharged to furlough on 12 April, 1917 and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sergeant reported on 1 May, 1917 to Devonport for embarkation on H.T. Miltiades for discharge in Australia and departed on May 4 due to VHD.  His berth for the voyage was an upper berth.  Base Records advised his wife on 1 June he was returning home.  Was due to return to the 1st Military District but the transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 1 July, 1917 and the journey was continued by special train from Melbourne to Adelaide (4th M.D.).  Their arrival was reported in the: 

He was admitted the same day to the 11th Aust General Hospital for treatment of VDH until 10 August, 1917 when he went before the medical board with his case notes as:



Anterior veinous aneurism of vessels on right side of neck in the middle of ? &



Systolic murmur connected down from neck to top of sternum



A.B. in normal position.  X-ray shows piece of metal lodged in front 6th cervical vertebra



Lunate scar over ? knee.



Incapacitated to work total six months  

He was discharged to the Staff Officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers.

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 24 August, 1917 as medically unfit after serving 1 year and 185 days of which 1 year and 41 days were served abroad.  Character was good.
Military Pensions were issued then reassessed on 22 February, 1918 for the following to his Albert Street, Goodwood address:

Self
W.P. Henwood
Decreased from £3 9/ to £2/11/9 per fortnight from 28/2/18

Wife
Evelyn Henwood
Decreased from £1/4/6 to 25/9 per fortnight from 28/2/18

Son
William Henwood
Decreased from 20/ to 15shillings per fortnight from 28/2/18

Dau
Evelyn Henwood
Decreased from 15/ to 11/3d per fortnight from 28/2/18

Son
Ralph Henwood
Decreased from 10/ to 7/6d per fortnight from 28/2/18

 He then accepted an appointment with the Irrigation Department on construction of irrigation for the Berri district on the Murray River of South Australia. 
The following was his letter to the Editor published in the following: 


For serving his country Sergeant 3405 William Percy Henwood, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (13010) and the Victory Medal (12840).

The following testimonial was published in the:  



His return to Central Queensland was announced in 1923 and a farewell to him was reported in the:


He purchased land for cotton growing at Littlemore near Miriam Vale and is listed there in 1925 with the occupation of irrigationist.  A summary of his work in the district was published in the:

He was engaged to give a supplementary report on the Tinaroo Tin Dredging venture in North Queensland with the following reported in the:

He had been ailing for a small period which hospitalised him in Rockhampton but prospects of recovery were good and transmitted to his family.
William Percival Henwood, late of Gladstone district, passed away aged 47 years in a private hospital in Rockhampton on 20 June, 1927.

Arrangements were published in the:

Interment took place in the Church of England portion of South Rockhampton Cemetery within section 29X in grave no. 6511.

News of his untimely demise was reported in North Queensland in the: 


And in the settlement, he assisted to establish in South Australia:


The following notice from his family was published in the Bereavement column of the:

Business arising from his Estate was advertised in the:
He was afforded a Commonwealth War Grave.

He is commemorated on the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company’s Roll of Honour.
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Evening Journal (Adelaide) Saturday July 27, 1895:


ENROLMENTS


2170. William Percival HENWOOD—Wyman-street, Broken Hill (8-10-1880) Associate 


2171. Alfred Edwin HENWOOD—ditto, (3-1-83) 6d





Evening Journal (Adelaide) Monday October 24, 1898:


ART AND SCIENCE EXAMINATIONS


Examinations in Intermediate Solid and Second-grade Plane and Solid Geometry and in Model Drawing were held by authority of the Board of Governors of the Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery of South Australia on Wednesday and Thursday last.


School of Design—Pass: William Percival Henwood 35.


 


Evening Journal (Adelaide) Wednesday November 16, 1898:


LOCAL ART AND SCIENCE EXAMINATIONS


At the examination in first-grade geometry held by authority of the Board of Governors of the Public Library, Museum and Art Gallery of South Australia on Tuesday, October 18, 197 papers were worked.  The following 113 candidates were successful:


School of Design—Good: William Percival Henwood, 36.





Express and Telegraph (Adelaide) Friday December 23, 1898:


SCHOOL OF MINES AND INDUSTRIES – ANNUAL DEMONSTRATION


Third Class—William Percival Henwood


Drawing-Third Class—William Percival Henwood


Geometry—Second Class—William Percival Henwood


Geometry-Intermediate—Third Class—William Percival Henwood


Physics—Third Class—William Percival Henwood


Industrial-Carpentry—Third Class—William Percival Henwood				


Articles abridged





Chronicle (Adelaide) Saturday July 19, 1902:


MARRIAGES


HENWOOD-DANIEL. —On the 10th July, at St James Church, Glenburn, by the Rev. A.G. King, A.K.C., William Percival Henwood, third son of Captain Henwood, Malvern to Evelyn (Eva) third surviving daughter of John Daniel, Second Valley.





Australasian (Melbourne) Saturday September 6, 1902:


MINING AND FINANCE


Mr W.P. Henwood has taken charge of the Arbouin tin mine, North Queensland.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Thursday December 14, 1905:


SHIPPING


December 14—WODONGA s., 2,340 tons Captain Meaburn, from Cooktown, Passengers for Southern Ports: Mesdames: W.P. Henwood and 2 children.						Article abridged





Morning Post (Cairns) Tuesday April 17, 1906:


A STANNARY HILLS VALEDICTORY


A very pleasant and lively valedictory happened along at Rocky Bluffs (Stannary Hills) on Thursday night, the occasion being the presentation to Mr W.P. Henwood, the mill manager, of a very handsome edition de-luxe of “Richards Ore Concentrating” in two volumes, and a silver mounted pipe, on the eve of his departure from Rocky Bluffs to take up the position of manager of the Fossilbrook copper mine.  


Mr Henwood feeling responded and in introducing his successor, Mr C.E. Nicholas, late of Mt Lyell Block Copper Company, Tasmania, trusted that all the good fellows who had rendered him such loyal and efficient service at all times and under all conditions, would render the same to Mr Nicholas.


Cheers and cries “Yes, Henwood has got the start, but we will give him a run for it.”


The rest of the evening—in fact the whole of the night was spent in music, song and story, Mr O. Sundett being a willing and cheerful pianiste.								Article abridged





Pinnaroo Country News (S.A.) Friday July 10, 1908:


DISTRICT COUNCILS – FINAL DECISION


Correspondence was read from Mr Henwood, of Parilla, stating a meeting had been held there deciding to join in with Pinaroo.  The Commissioner of Crown Lands wrote enclosing a copy of the petition necessary for the formation of a District Council, which petition must bear 20 signatures, together with certificate of witness signed before a J.P., such certificate bearing a shilling duty stamp, that signatures were genuine.


For the North ward, Parilla, Messrs William Percival Henwood and Steven Grenville Williams.         


Article abridged





Narracoorte Herald Tuesday June 15, 1909:


APPICATION FOR A NEW HOUSE


William Percival Henwood, farmer, Hundred of Parilla, said that he was the first resident settled at Parilla.  He had been there nearly three years.  The hundred had doubled itself withing the last year.  About 120,000 acres had been taken up in the Hundred of Parilla, and 15,000 acres would be under crop this season.  About 200 people lived in the district, and more were coming every week.  He was Chairman of the Parilla Vigilance Committee.  There were two stores, a blacksmith’s shop, two private dwelling and an Institute in the town.  The Minister of Education and the Director visited the district lately.  The business of the Vigilance Committee was to look after the interests of the town and the district generally. Numerous commercial travellers visited the district and the settlers found it very convenient.  Accommodation was badly needed for the travelling public.  He lived over six miles from the Parilla railway station.  It was the wish of the settlers generally that they should have a house of accommodation, but the question was what sort of house would it be.  He considered that a boarding house was unsuitable.  He had never found a second-class boarding house where the general public got satisfaction.  First-class boarding-houses were an exception to the rule.  The nearest point of the Hundred of Parilla was 3¾ miles from Lameroo.  About eighteen people resided in the town of Parilla.  The Government Crown lands surrounded the town and put the settlers further out.  About eighteen settlers resided within a mile of the town.  The location of the proposed hotel was about 400 yards away from the school.  By Mr Lynn—Daring the last six months he had accompanied fully half-a-dozen travellers.  They were principally machinery agents. 








Southern Argus (Port Eliot) Thursday July 8, 1909:


DISTRICT COUNCIL ELECTION


Pinnaroo—For Councillors—Parilla Ward: John Gray, 7; William Percival Henwood 8; Malcolm Murray Shannon 9 (elected)									Article abridged





Advertiser (Advertiser) Saturday October 8, 1910:


PINNAROO FARMING AND INVESTMENT COMPANY, LIMITED


PROVISIONAL DIRECTORS


			Mr William P. Henwood, Parilla


			Mr William Miller M.P. J.P. 


	To be appointed at the meeting of Allotons.


	The Agreement of 7th October, 1910, hereinafter mentioned, provides that Mr W.P. Henwood shall be one of the first Directors of the Company.										Mr Henwood also stated his willingness to act as Managing Director of the company.


	One possessing sound practical knowledge and familiarity with nature of the country of Mr Henwood. 


Article abridged





Advertiser (Adelaide) Wednesday August 21, 1912:


THE GLEESON INSOLVENCY – A COMPANY THAT WAS NOT FORMED


The insolvency of Edward William Gleeson was once again before Mr J.G. Turner on Tuesday, when Mr H.E. Turner applied on behalf of William Percival Henwood, for admission on proof of debt for £250.  Mr G.F. Michel appeared for the Official Receiver.


Mr Turner and Henwood originally tendered a proof of debt for £511, money lent by him to the insolvent, but as the result of a meeting to consider the matter it was agreed that the amount would be reduced to £250.  The matter arose through Gleeson having heard that Henwood had sold a large farm in the Pinnaroo district for £6 5/ per acre.  They met at the joint offices of Messrs Gleeson and C.L. Moorhouse.  Gleeson said he could get up a land company with them and of brokers, and that there was £1,000 of his daughters’ which could be put in at his request.  He said he could not prominently figure in it as he was at the commencement of litigation with Mr Stuart, and that to get a company together it would be necessary to procure options.  Gleeson asked Henwood to lend him sufficient to secure certain options, and it was agreed that Henwood should put in his own farm at £7 10/ per acre.  Henwood saw Messrs Hosking and Ryan and authorised them to expend £311.  Henwood also lent £200 for deposits on the purchase of two farms.  When everything was ready for floating the company the Federal land tax was introduced and those who had promised they would go into the company were frightened and did not go on with it.  Gleeson never got the £1,000 of his daughters’.  It was thought that the secretary of the company ought to bear part of the liability, and it was consequently arranged that Henwood should take £250.  The secretary had denied liability and Henwood had never got a penny of the money back.		


			Article abridged





Cairns Post - Friday July 11, 1913:


CROYDON MINING – THE TINFIELD – NEW BLOOD


Quite a flutter of excitement has pervaded the town these past few days when it was reported that a couple of representatives from the Stannary Hills Company had arrived by coach, accompanied by Charley Hann, a well-known identity of the goldfield.


The names attached to the application are John and Matthew Donohue, Charley Hann, William Percival Henwood and Frederick Mayfield.  The two here now with Charley Hann are J.H. Donohue and W. Henwood, the others coming over shortly.  Donohue has had a good deal of experience in tin, having originally owned the Lass o’ Gowrie tin mine at Irvinebank, and also been manager for the Stannary Hills Co.  Henwood is the assayer.	   										Article abridged





Daily Mercury (Mackay) Friday February 18, 1916:


COTTON IN QUEENSLAND


The Mount Morgan correspondent of Rockhampton “Bulletin” advised that the Secretary of the Munitions Cotton League, Mr G.S. Hart, has received a list of those to whom the Department of Agriculture has distributed cotton seed this year.


The list shows the largest planter to be:


W.P. Henwood, Stanwell 40 acres [second on list]					Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





					Cont’d





Continues:


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.	





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 							


Article abridged





Section Sergeant W.P. Henwood identified as circled





Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Daily Herald (Adelaide) Wednesday 4 July, 1917: 


HOME AGAIN – MORE SOLDIERS RETURN


The fighters who have “done their bit” and have been worsted in the fray are coming home in batches at frequent intervals of late.  Yesterday a further contingent of 92 men arrived by special train from Melbourne.  As usual there was a large crowd of anxious relatives and friends to meet them at the Adelaide Railway Station, and a number of leading citizens were also on the platform, including Mr Leigh Winser (representing the Governor) Hons A.W. Styles (Chief Secretary) and H. Jackson (Commissioner of Public Works), the Mayor of Adelaide (Mr I. Isaacs) and members of the City Council, Major Pendlebury, Sir Richard Butler, Senior Chaplains, Metters and Kendrew and Chaplain Jose.  Lieutenant Oswald had charge of the guard.  Lieutenant N. Campbell, staff officer for invalids, met the train at Aldgate.


The men were welcomed by strains of “Home, Sweet Home” played by the band.


The Commissioner of Public Works in welcoming the troops on behalf of the State, said their deeds on the battlefield would be remembered for ever.  The Government would see that they wanted for nothing and their interests would be carefully watched in every respect.


Motor cars provided by the Automobile Association were formed up in the processional order, and in these the men were driven through the main thoroughfares to the General Post Office where they were dismissed.





Daily Herald (Adelaide) Thursday July 15, 1920:


MURRAY RIVER STRIKE


W.P. Henwood, State overseer, Berri Irrigation areas (late A.I.F.), writes—Justice compels me to reply to a statement by Mr R.A. Howse, under the heading “Murray River Strike” in the “Advertiser” of July 10.  Mr Howse has no qualifications and not the slightest knowledge of the work he is making such wild statements about, and could not tell a bag of lime from a bag of cement.  I have much pleasure in giving him the lie direct in every statement he has made regarding work done under my supervision, also a few prices for him to shed some light on—Lime carting, paid to co-operative schemes £1 6/3, previous cost 12/5, other contractors--; filling in hole, £1 per acre, scoop and three horses—15/; ploughing, 9/, 4/6. 6/; furrowing out, 2/ per acre, 1/3 per acre; —cultivating, 2/per acre, 1/3 per acre—irrigating, 8/ per acre, 2/6 per acre; —root picking, raising and burning off 12/6—8/6; down channels, £2 13/ per chain, department and everything and pay for shifting plant, £2 15/ and £2 5/, contractor funds all plant and shifts same.  Scheme supplied with five light horses, sulky to look after own work at department’s expense.  I was discharged on June 9 by one of the department’s gangers, Mr Ralph, confirmed from Adelaide on June 24.  The only reason given up to date is that I am a member of the A.W.U.  I was representative of the A.W.U when asked to take the position of overseer of the Berri irrigation area.  For 11 months I held the position and my work or cost were never queried and speak eloquently to all conversant with the progress made during my tenure of office.  Like Mr Howse, I think the public would be interested in working of the department and we are both of the one mind on this point.  If equity and justice on the shadow of same still exists in the country I fought for, let the whole matter be ventilated and I will welcome the results of any enquiry.  As regards the strike, I have always condemned it, but the fault was not on one side; and apart from any dirty linen, I hope the A.W.U. executive will call it off, so that the soldier settlers can get on to the land for the present rate of progress many will draw the old-age pension before the blocks are available.





Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record (Renmark) Friday June 16, 1922:


OUR ALMA MATER


Mr W.P. Henwood, secretary of the Lone Gum branch of the Agricultural Bureau, write “We look upon The Pioneer as our Alma Mater as regards fruit and vine culture under irrigation on the Murray.”





Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record (Renmark) Friday July 20, 1923:


PERSONAL NOTES FROM BERRI


Mr W.P. Henwood one of the soldier blockers of Monash who has lately relinquished fruit growing in South Australia for mixed farming in Queensland, will be tendered a farewell social in the Monash Settlers’ Hall on Wednesday, July 18.  Mr Henwood is so well known in the district as a forceful personality and livewire that a large number will be sure to be present to wish him every success in his new venture.





Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record (Renmark) Friday July 27, 1923:


BERRI AND BARMERA – GOOD-BYE – FAREWELL TO MR W.P. HENWOOD


Berri, July 23


Mr W.P. Henwood, who has been connected with Monash from its commencement, when it bore the more characteristic name of “Lone Gum”, has been such an active and prominent figure in every movement that made for its progress, that the intimation that their leader was contemplating removal to Northern Queensland caused a sense of loss to be felt all through the district, so that when the final step had been taken, it was not a matter of surprise that the attendance at the Settlers Club Hall, Monash, on Wednesday, July 18, was such a large and representative one, and one likely to prove of encouragement to a man who in the course of his efforts for reform, had had frequently to meet with obloquy and misrepresentation.


The evening was a fine one with an increasing crescent moon to illuminate the highway materially assisted in augmenting the attendance.	


Mr Henwood said he thanked them all very heartily and warmly for their reception that night, but regretted the occasion for it.  				


Cont’d





Continues:


He certainly hoped that the name of Henwood would ever be held in the highest respect.  While he realised in a district like their’s there would always be much to be done, he felt that in doing, or attempting to do anything for the public welfare, he was only doing what was his duty.  He thought they should cultivate the habit of looking at life in a large way.  We were only here a short time.  We were all neighbours, dependent upon and needing the help of each other.  He had been praised that night for the work he had done.  There was nothing wonderful about it.  They wanted roads, they wanted this or that.  Why should they wait 30 or 50 years for them, when a number of them would have passed away, if by putting their shoulders to the wheel they might obtain them in year or two.  Do not wait until you are what is called prosperous, and have lost the energy for its enjoyment, but begin now and let them grow up with you.


A substantial supper and good programme of dances followed.				Article abridged





Capricornian (Rockhampton) Saturday November 7, 1925:


IRRIGATION EXPERT


Mr W.P. Henwood, a well-known figure in the Gladstone district, has crowded a good deal of experience into his life.  Cotton farming in the Stanwell district when war broke out, he was appointed chairman of the recruiting committee in Rockhampton.  For a short-lived position, it must have been something of a record as the first man he recruited after his appointment was himself and he enlisted the next day.  He served in France with the Engineers, and going through a strenuous campaign, won well deserved promotion.  Shortly after his return from abroad he went to South Australia and accepted an appointment with the Irrigation Department.  It was not long before he was controlling something over 1000 men, who were engaged in the construction of irrigation works costing £2,000,000 on the River Murray.  It was a position entailing enormous responsibility, but Mr Henwood proved equal to the task and his organising capacity and ability to handle men frequently won him commendation from the Director of Irrigation.  But contrast wrangling between the political groups and Government interference resulted in Mr Henwood resigning his position before his task had been completed.  The work he was engaged upon was the conversion of many thousands of acres of hungry, sandy country into fruit-growing farms, which, when irrigated, were immediately productive.  It was the largest undertaking of its kind in Australia and although the collapse of the dried fruit market [blurred word] forced the State to call a halt in its extension operations, all the difficult engineering problems were overcome on the completed areas.  Upon his return to Queensland Mr Henwood purchased Littlemore estate from Mr Seymour Henderson, now on Fairview.  He installed an elaborate irrigation plant on Littlemore, and later disposed of an interest in the property to the sons of a South Australia Government official who are now working it.  One time engaged at Mt Morgan mine as a foreman, Mr Henwood’s experience is that industry has led him to become financially liberated in several mining enterprises in the district.  Always genial and generous, he has a host of friends and few enemies.





Northern Herald (Cairns) Wednesday June 8, 1927:


TINAROO TIN DREDGING AREAS


A supplementary report by Mr W.P. Henwood, mining engineer, states:


I have no hesitation in confirming the very conservative report of Mr J.W. Moule, on your No. 2 area, containing 200 acres, as to quantities, values and facilities for working same.			


[Report is long and technical to reproduce here].						Article abridged





Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Tuesday June 21, 1927:


FUNERAL NOTICE


THE Friends of the late Mr WILLIAM PERCIVAL HENWOOD, of Gladstone, are respectfully invited to attend his Funeral, which will move from our Funeral Parlour, corner of Archer and Alma streets, THIS (Tuesday) MORNING, at 10 O’clock, for the Rockhampton Cemetery.


TUCKER AND NANKIVELL


Undertakers





Northern Herald (Cairns) Wednesday July 6, 1927:


MINING


A report has been received at Mareeba that Mr W.P. Henwood, mining engineer, died at Rockhampton on Monday, June 20.  The deceased took considerable interest in stimulating the dredging and hydraulic sluicing industry in the Mareeba and Mount Molloy district, and was largely interested in the Tinaroo Creek, also Leiter-Leichardt and Station Creeks’ alluvial properties, now under observation by southern dredging investors.





Murray Pioneer and Australian River Record (Remark) Friday June 24, 1927:


LONE GUM PIONEERS – DEATH OF MESSRS AMOS COOK AND W.P. HENWOOD


THE LATE W.P. HENWOOD


Monash, June 21.


Monday was a very sad day on the settlement.  Following the news of the death of Amos Cook, came word that another of the familiar settlement figures of a few years ago has passed away.  William Percival Henwood, whose death occurred in Hospital at Rockhampton, Queensland, was one of the pioneers of Lone Gum and in the earlier years of the settlement, did much for the benefit of the district.


Mr. Henwood was first of all ganger on the Lone Gum blocks and later was appointed overseer of Government works over the whole area.  He took up a block at Lone Gum and also carried on contracting in the district.  He took a great interest in cotton growing, and it was probably the lure of this plant that took him back to Queensland.  The block was left in the care of his son, and he himself took up land in Queensland, where he carried on a mixed farming proposition.  It is learned that Mr Henwood has been ill for some little time, but news coming to hand seemed to indicate that he was progressing satisfactorily and so no great concern was felt.  News of his death, therefore, came as a great shock.  The sincerest sympathy of his family, all of whom are in our midst.  Mr Henwood’s name will always be associated with the Lone Gum Parliament, the olive trees and the water scheme.  He also took a keen and very active part in the social life of the district in the early days.





Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Thursday August 4, 1927:


GENERAL NOTICES


MRS W.P. HENWOOD and FAMILY, S.A. THANK the Doctors, Matron and Staff of the Taunachy Private Hospital, Rockhampton, for the care and attention bestowed upon their late husband and father.





Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Wednesday March 21, 1928:


ADMINISTRATION GRANTED


Mr Justice Brennan granted administration of the will of William Percival Henwood, late of Gladstone, engineer, to George Frederick Molony, of Gladstone, as attorney for Evelyn Henwood, of Lone Gum, via Morgan, South Australia, the widow of the deceased.  Mr C.C. Boland, of Messrs Rees R. and Sydney Jones, as town agents for Mr T. De Lacy Kellett, Gladstone, appeared for the applicant.





His War Grave and plaque in South Rockhampton Cemetery, Qld


Photo sourced from Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission





Mt Morgan Gold Mining Company’s Roll of Honour Board of employees who enlisted in 1914-1918


Photo sourced from Qld War Memorials Register website








