SAPPER JAMES HENDRY
4544 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Broken Hill, New South Wales was the birthplace of James Hendry in 1893 (and registered as Hendery) the son of James and Selina (nee Stephens) Hendry.  In 1894 the family were at Moonta, South Australia before going to the goldfields of Western Australia settling in the Boulder district.  Military experience was gained with the 84th Infantry.
At the recruiting depot at Boulder on 17 January, 1916 the twenty-one-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal details taken on Attestation forms reveal he was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a chest expansion of 82-92cms (32-36ins) and had a dark complexion with brown eyes that passed the eye test with good vision and his hair was black.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs S. Hendry of 63 Leviathan Street, Boulder, W.A. 
Reporting to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 7 February, 1916 the Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken and allotted to Area 3 for basic training until 10 March, 1916 when transferred to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.
Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed for officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp.  Hendry arrived at the camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May.  The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.
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Early in May, 1916 in Queensland (1st Military District) the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs. entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

Sapper was sent to the Military Hospital at Parkhouse on October 10 then admitted to the 1st Aust. Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 19 October, 1916 for treatment of a social disease and after 97 days curative care was transferred back to Parkhouse on 24 January, 1917 and two days later sent to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs at Nos 6 & 7 camps.
On 4 April, 1917 marched in from camp to the Drafting Depot and ten days later proceeded to France from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot on 15 April, 1917.  Attached to the1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  He proceeded to the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 1 May who were working at Hill 70 in the Cameron Alley sector and attached from Reinforcements on May 4, 1917.

On 7 July, 1917 went sick to the 17th Field Ambulance moving to the 58th Casualty Clearing Station then admitted to the 39th General Hospital in Havre for treatment of a social disease and after 60 days treatment was discharged to Base Details at Rouelles on 4 September, 1917.  Three days later marched out to re-join his unit arriving on September 9.

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform on 1 November, 1917 for serving twelve months abroad.  
In an audit of the company he was noted to be still with his unit on 13 July, 1918 and was still serving when Peace was declared.

There is a reference that he appeared before a Court Martial about 6 September, 1918 but there are no proceedings filed in his name at the National Archives but there is a reference in his documents these were filed with the Attorney-General’s department on 24 June, 1920.
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He was paid in France on 4 February, 1919.

On 27 March, 1919 orders were received to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot where they departed on 2 April then crossed the English Channel to England arriving at No. 3 Group Camp at Codford to await their voyage home.  After demobilisation Sapper Hendry embarked for Australia on board H.T. Somali on 1 June, 1919.  

His name was among those listed as returning published in the:
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Base Records advised his mother on 20 June that he was on his way home.  This news was shared in the:
The transport docked at Fremantle on July 8, 1919 and a report on their arrival was published in the:

A welcome home to local returned soldiers at Boulder took place on July 24 which was covered in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (6th M.D.) on 22 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  Sapper 4544 James Hendry, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued for serving his country the British War Medal (11148) and the Victory Medal (11021).

He married in October, 1922 at St John’s Cathedral to Mary Hilda Muriel Young with announcement published in the:


He appeared in the Kalgoorlie Police Court in March, 1928 with proceedings published in the:



In 1935 he was before the Police Court again as reported in the:
His mother died about 6 August, 1935 and was buried in the Methodist section of Boulder cemetery in grave site no. 97.

James Hendry passed away on 8 July, 1936 aged 41 years at Boulder, W.A.  Announcements were published in the:

Interment took place in the Methodist portion of Boulder Cemetery in grave no. 129 on 10 July, 1936.  There is no headstone.
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The No.6 Tunnelling Company - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training








The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  





In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





Officers of the No. 6 Tunnelling- Company.  standing: Second-Lieutenants Tylor, Taylor, Sander, Logie, Gourley, Cavanagh, Shaw. 


Sitting: Second-Lieutenant Russel, Lieut. Bennett Lieut. Wentworth, Capt. Lawson (CC), Capt. Hillman (Adjt.), Lieut. Wallman, Lieut. Allen. 





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday June 27, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS – THE SOMALI LIST


The following Nominal Roll of members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australia by the Somali was received yesterday from Military Headquarters.


	4544 Spr. J. Hendry, 3rd Tun. Coy						Article abridged








Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday July 5, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS


Sapper James Henry, son of Mrs S. Hendry, 39 Leviathan-street, Boulder, is returning by the s.s.  Somali after three years’ active service.  Prior to enlisting he worked for several years on the Ivanhoe Gold Mine.





Western Argus Tuesday July 15, 1919:


SOMALI TROOPS LANDED – ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION


Perth, July 8.


The transport Somali, with over 1300 W.A. troops on board arrived at Fremantle this morning.  This is easily the largest number of home troops that have yet disembarked at a W.A. port, and the coastal residents had resolved to give them a big reception.  On Sunday, however, it was announced that owing to the occurrence of several cases of mild influenza and other infectious diseases, the troops would be definitely quarantined for seven days, some at Fremantle and others at Albany.  As the result of this notification, not only were the reception ceremonies abandoned, but people from the country put off their proposed trip to meet their soldier relatives.


Then, at the last minute, it was decided to cancel the quarantine decision, and allow the men to land straight away.  The news quickly spread, and, despite drizzling rain, several thousand people had gathered on the wharves as the Somali came alongside, shortly before noon, to the accompaniment of great cheering and screeching of whistles.  When the men had all been landed, they formed into column, and marched through the streets, headed by the Blackboy Hill Band.  The streets were thronged with cheering crowds.  The officer commanding was Colonel C.H. Elliott, C.M.G., D.S.O. (Tasmania), who also wears the Legion of Honour, Colonel, H.B. Collet, C.M.G., D.S.O., West Australia, who was the original C.O. of the 28th Battalion, was aboard. 


The Minister for Health, Mr Colebatch, referring to the bungle in the arrangements, said:—“The statement of the Director of Quarantine that the State authorities insisted on quarantining the Somali because during the voyage there had been some cases of ordinary colds, sore throats, and mild fever on board, although the senior medical officer was prepared to sign a declaration that there had been no influenza or pneumonia during the voyage, is entirely contrary to the facts.  The State authorities have never suggested quarantining for ordinary colds, sore throats, or mild fever, and have always left it to the Federal authorities to say whether or not a vessel is infected with pneumonic influenza.





Kalgoorlie Friday August 1, 1919:


A LADY’S LETTER


A very large crown assembled at the Caledonian Hall, Burt-street, Boulder, on Thursday, July 24, to give a hearty welcome home to the following soldiers, who have just recently returned home:     Sapper J. Hendry


On behalf of those present Messrs Carter and Beilkens heartily welcomed home the boys, and the company san “For they are jolly good fellows.”  Privates Bath and Campbell suitably responded.  The evening was spent in dancing singing, and games until a late hour.  Items were given by Misses H. Hansson and V. Paull, Messrs D. Davis, C. Andrews, Sergt. Gordon and Private Campbell.  The evening was brought to a close by the singing of the National Anthem.									Article abridged





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday October 22, 1922:


CHATS WITH THE CATS – BY THE BLACK KITTEN


The wedding of Miss Mary H.M. Young, of Boulder, and Mr James Hendry, also of Boulder, was solemnised at St John’s Cathedral on Thursday last, Archdeacon Collick was the officiating clergyman.  Miss Winnie Letts was bridesmaid and Mr F. Clements carried out the duties of best man.





Western Argus Tuesday March 6, 1928:


GOLD BEARING ORE – ALLEGED UNLAWFUL POSSESSION – JAMES HENDRY CHARGED


James Hendry appeared before Mr J.E. Cleary, R.M., in the Kalgoorlie Police Court yesterday to answer a charge that he on February 23 had in his possession on his premises, 41 Davis-street, Boulder, gold-bearing ore reasonably suspected of having been stolen or unlawfully obtained.  


Sergeant Edward McKinley stated that about 4.45 p.m. on February 22, he went to 41 Davis-street, Boulder, premises occupied by James Hendry.  He was accompanied by Constable Trekardo.  When they went to the front door of the house the accused’s wife came to the door.  Witness asked for her husband.  She went to the rear of the premises and the accused came to the front door.  Showed him a search warrant to search his premises for gold-bearing material.  The accused said he had none.


Witness saw his wife and a girl at the back of the premises.  Trekardo followed and a cardboard box with a brown paper parcel was located in it was taken from the girl trying to put the parcel underneath the house.  He took the parcel from her. Witness could see it contained ore.  Accused said his grandfather gave it to him two years ago.  He could not say what mine it came from as his grandfather, Stephens, was dead.  The girl, his niece was asked where she got the parcel from who replied from her aunt.


The only material in the nature of gold bearing ore they found was in a box in a back room.  There were also other mineral specimens in the box.  The specimens were not gold-bearing ore.  Accused said the parcel was there two years.  There was no dust on the parcel or the ore.  The paper containing it was not old.


James Hendry, the accused, stated that he was last employed on the Lake View as a timberman. Up till the 22nd.  He was there for eight months.  Previously he was a conductor on the trans-Australian railway.  Previous to that he was a timberman on the Great Boulder.  For the four years prior to 1919 he was at the war.  He first saw all the specimens produced, including the two parcels of ore in his grandfather’s house.  His grandfather’s name was john Stephens, who lived at Boulder.  He understood that his grandfather and uncle collected them.  His grandfather died about 13 years ago, and his father died about the same time.  His grandfather had left the specimens in a specimen case.  The gold ore was kept in the bottom of the case.  When his grandmother died his mother took possession of the specimens and the case.  They were still in the house when he came back from the war, and had been in his possession ever since.  During the last cyclone the papers round some of the specimens got wet and he wrapped new paper round them.  				


The box of specimens was not hidden.  Anyone going to the room could see it.  Previous to the cyclone, the last time he looked at the specimens was in November, when he showed a man named Jack Walduck some meteorites.  Waldock saw the gold specimens and witness gave him one.  He also showed the gold specimens to a man named Nicholls. When he was having tea on the 22nd inst. his wife answered a knock at the door.  She told him there were two gentlemen to see him.  McKinley and Trekardo.  He told McKinley that he had no gold.  Then he thought of the specimens in the case and said : “I have no unlawful gold.”  Witness then read a warrant.  Trekardo walked round the house.  Witness invited McKinley into the dining room.  Trekardo called McKinley, who went out and witness followed him.  Trekardo handed McKinley a parcel he had got from a little girl.  Witness told McKinley it belonged to a collection made by his grandfather and uncle some years ago.  He did not say his grandfather gave it to him two years ago.  He told them his grandfather died between 12 and 13 years ago.  He told McKinley other specimens were in a room pointed them out to McKinley. Witness picked them up and carried them into the dining room.  The hearing was the adjourned.						Article abridged








Kalgoorlie Thursday March 8, 1928:


UNLAWFUL POSSESSION GOLD-BEARING MATERIAL – J. HENDRY FOUND GUILTY


In the Kalgoorlie Police Court on a charge against James Hendry that he had gold bearing material reasonable suspected of having been stolen or unlawfully obtained, on his premises at 41 Davis-street, Boulder, was concluded yesterday.


John Nicholls, a prospector, residing opposite the accused’s residence, stated that he had been in the accused’s house only one. About a fortnight after the New Year.  Mrs Nicholl, his son, and Mr and Mrs Hendry were also there.  Hendry showed him some specimens.  The specimens appeared to be dirty-black in colour.  It was night when he saw them under an electric light.  They were in the box produced in a little back room. They were wrapped up in a brown paper parcel.  They were on top of other parcels in the box.  He did not see what was in the other parcels.  He examined two pieces of the stone.  The ore show free gold, and was of a peculiar colour.  He had seen nothing lie it before.  The ore in court was the ore he saw that the accused’s house, but there was not as much now as when he saw it.  He had seen material at Mt Robinson similar to another parcel of ore in court, but the stuff at Mt Robinson did not carry gold.


Cont’d





Continues:


Hilda Hendry, wife to the accused, also gave evidence similar to that given by the accused.  When the detectives came to the house, she gave her niece the gold-bearing ore to take outside as she knew her husband could be wrongly accused, also gave evidence similar to that given by the accused.  


Celina Hendry, mother of the accused, and Eve Bennetts, an aunt, gave evidence as to the origin of the specimens.


There closed the evidence for the defence.


Mr Geary found the accused guilty and remanded him until this morning for sentence.	  Article abridged








Daily News (Perth) Thursday November 28, 1935:


GOLD THIEF GOALED


KALGOORLIE, Thursday.


Pleading guilty to two charges of having been in the unlawful possession of bold bearing ore, James Hendry (41), married, a timberman employed on the great Boulder mines, was sentenced in the Kalgoorlie Police Court this morning, by the Resident Magistrate (Mr E. McGinn) to a total of four months’ imprisonment.  Mr R. F. Cook prosecuted for the Chamber of Mines and accused was represented by Mr N.J. Heenan.


Mr Cook states that members of the gold stealing detection staff watched the main shaft of the Great Boulder mine after the completion of the day shift on November 19.


At 4.15 p.m. Hendry left the change room, and when approached by the police dashed off behind the building.  When he was caught after a short chase, he tried to throw away a crib bag, which was found subsequently to contain gold-bearing ore.


When accused’s premises at David-street, Boulder, were searched another parcel of gold-bearing material was found in the dining room.


In sentencing accused to four months imprisonment on each charge, the sentences to be concurrent, the magistrate remarked that accused had been convicted previously on a similar charge.





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday July 10, 1936:


FUNERAL NOTICES


HENDRY, The friends of Mrs Hilda Hendry, Mr and Mrs Cyril Hendry, Mr and Mrs Roy Hendry, of Merredin; Mrs E. Adam and Mrs M. Young, are respectfully informed that the remains of their late beloved husband, broth, brother-in-law and son-in-law, respectively, James Hendry, will be removed from his late residence, 41 Davis Street, Boulder, at 4 o’clock THIS DAY (Friday), for interment in the Methodist portion of the Boulder Cemetery.


J.H. GREENWOOD, Undertaker.


HENDRY. —Boulder R.S.L.—Members of the above branch are requested to attend the funeral of our late comrade James Hendry.  The cortege to leave his late place of residence, 41 Davis Street, Boulder, for the Boulder Cemetery at 4 p.m. THIS DAY.									V. O’GRADY, Secretary


HENDRY. —Eastern Goldfields Ladies’ Hockey association—Players and members are requested to follow the remains of their vice-president’s late husband.  The funeral leaves Davis street, Boulder, 4 p.m. FRIDAY.


									Mrs Rowe, Secretary


HENDRY. —Mines Rovers Ladies’ Hockey Club—Members are requested to follow the remains of their secretary’s late husband.  The funeral leaves Davis street, Boulder, 4 p.m. FRIDAY.  Mrs Rowe, President.








