SAPPER ARCHIBALD COOK HENDERSON
8119 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland was the birthplace of Archibald Cook Henderson on 13 April, 1889 the son of William and Margaret (nee Cook) Henderson.  In 1891 the family were residing at 10 Back Causeway a Lane off, who were William (54) stone moulder, Maggie (35) and children Elizabeth (7), James (4) Archie (2) and Maggie (7mths).
Ten years later Archie was living with his brother at 47 Hospital Street with householders being Alex (24) spirit salesman, Elizabeth (21) and their daughter Elizabeth J.C. Henderson (5mths) with Archie (14) working as an office boy.

He arrived in Melbourne, Victoria on 30 August, 1913 from Lyttleton, New Zealand on the T.S.S. Ulimaroa as a twenty-four-year-old.

Three years later on 13 August, 1917 at Victoria Barracks, Sydney, New South Wales the twenty-six-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal his address was Post Office, Bulli, NSW and was 153cms (5ft) tall with a chest expansion of 85-90cms (33½-35½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed describing him further weighing 51.3kgs (113lbs), fair complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Margaret Cook Gallagher of Holme Street, Govan, Scotland.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with new recruits from 27 August, 1917 and two days later moved to the Engineers Reinforcements (2nd Military District) at the Sydney Showground camp remaining until 8 October when transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and placed with the June, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies receiving further training in Bendigo.  
In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 8119.

Sapper Henderson was one of 130 Reinforcements who departed Melbourne, Victoria at noon on November 26, 1917 aboard the SS Indarra.  At 10.15 p.m. the ship arrived at Albany, W.A. on November 30 and left at 2.10 p.m. on December 1, 1917.  Colombo was reached by December 13 at 10.30 a.m. and departed two days later at 8.30 a.m. on December 15.  
Christmas Day was specially provided for by the ship and religious services were held on board. The soldiers disembarked at the Suez at 7 a.m. December 27, 1917.  Amusements such as sports and cricket between various troop decks took place with some competitive teams made up of officers.  Occasionally a religious service was held during the week.  Weather was excellent and warm in the tropics.  
The troops were then transhipped to HMT Kashgar on January 9, 1918 and arrived at Taranto, Italy on January 20, 1918.  They were entrained at Bordighira, Italy about January 27 entering Cherbourg, France on January 31, 1918 where they boarded H.M.T. Mona’s Queen and disembarked at Southampton on February 2, 1918.  The men were entrained to Parkhouse camp and marched into No. 3 Details camp the same day.  

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 22 March, 1919 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Two days later marched out to the Aust Corps Depot in Caestre and left for the 3rd Tunnelling Company at Pernois who were working at Hullluch and taken on strength on May 26.
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On 23 June, 1918 went to the 42nd Casualty Clearing Station with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) then conveyed on Ambulance Train to the 56th General Hospital remaining until discharged to his unit on 8 July re-joining the next day.

Proceeded on leave on 10 October, 1918 and returned to duty on October 27.  He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
He went to the Royal Engineers School at Gaumont on 26 April, 1919 until transferred to England on 13 May arriving at Southampton and going to the E.S.O. camp then marched out to the No. 3 Group camp at Codford.  On June 6 left for the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny.  On 26 June, 1919 was granted special leave for Non-Military Employment (NME) with pay only to attend Harland & Wolff, Govan, Ship Building Yard, Glasgow to learn ship building 1D3 until 26 September, 1919.  
He was taken on strength with A.I.F. Headquarters from the 3rd Tunnelling Company.

He made an Application for Passage of Dependants to Australia on 6 August, 1919 being his wife Annie and also his mother Margaret Cook Henderson and his brother William Henderson aged 19 years on 12 August. After Police verification, recommendation was given to leave for Australia.
At 21 Hope Street, Glasgow on 8 September, 1919 according to the rites of the Church of Scotland by declaration, Archibald C. Henderson (28), coal miner and bachelor of 48 Holm Street, Govan married Annie Jones (22) linen spinner and spinster of 42 Holm Street, Govan by warrant of Sherriff, Substitute of Lancashire.
Special NME leave was cancelled on 11 September and marched out to the demobilisation depot at 44 George’s Square, London.  Was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on completion then proceeded on indefinite leave to await the family ship. 

Accompanied by his wife, Sapper Henderson embarked for Australia on board H.T. Runic on 20 December, 1919.  
Soldiers returning were listed in the:


The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 6 February.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
The soldiers and dependants then travelled to Sydney by special train on February 11, 1920 and arrangements were covered in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 12 March, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.
His Will was returned to the 2nd Military District on 8 January, 1920.  The British War Medal (79649) and the Victory Medal (78693) were issued to Sapper 8119 Archibald Cook Henderson, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

They returned to Bulli, NSW.  Years later the following was reported in the:


Their divorce absolute was issued in February, 1930.  He moved to Edward Street, Riverstone and worked as a linesman.  The following incident was reported in the:

He remained at Riverstone with the same occupation.
In 1937 he remarried to Ivy Maud Pullen.

Base Records received a request for a copy of his service records from the Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission which were forwarded on 29 June, 1949.
The following information on land was published in the:

Archibald Cook Henderson passed away on 23 April, 1981 aged 92 years at Richmond, NSW.  A notice was placed in the:
Cremation took place in Pine Grove Memorial Park.
REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

        1934
A.C. HENDERSON
Edward Street, Riverstone

3TC

     1960-68
HENDERSON, A.C.
Edward Street, Riverstone, 2765

3rd
     1969-71
HENDERSON, A.C.
Edward Street, Riverstone, 2765         
notation: no reply ’71   
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Sun (Sydney) Saturday January 17, 1920:


ON THE WAY – SOLDIERS COMING HOME


The following members of the A.I.F. have left England for Australia.


RUNIC – LEFT ENGLAND DECEMBER 10


Accompanied by wife: 8119 A.C. Henderson,						Article abridged





Herald Friday 6 February, 1920:


RUNIC DUE TONIGHT


At 7.30 tonight six officers, four nurses, 78 other ranks and 40 dependants will disembark from the steamer Runic at the New Pier, Port Melbourne.  They will be given leave from the ship’s side.





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Tuesday February 10, 1920:


BY THE RUNIC


It was stated officially yesterday that troops and dependants by the steamer Runic will leave Melbourne to-day.


They will travel by special train, timed to reach Sydney Central Station between 11 a.m. and midday on Wednesday.  On arrival they will be taken to the Anzac Buffet and welcomed.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday July 2, 1929:


IN DIVORCE 


(Before Mr Justice Owen)


HENDERSON v HENDERSON


Archibald Cook Henderson petitioned for a divorce from Annie Henderson (formerly Jones) on the ground of her adultery with one Albert Lindsay (who was joined as co-respondent) between December 26, 1928 and February 1, 1929, at Bulli and other places.  The marriage took place by warrant on September 8, 1919, at Lanarkshire.  His Honour granted petitioner a decree nisi, returnable in six months.  Mr Seaton (instructed by Mr H.W.S. Jermyn) appeared for petitioner.  There was no appearance on behalf of respondent or co-respondent.





Windsor and Richmond Gazette Friday March 28, 1930:


RIVERSTONE


Ella Amelia Howard (57), a widow, and the housekeeper for Mr. Archibald Cook Henderson, of Edward-street, Riverstone, was found dead in bed on the 16th instant without any marks of violence appearing on the body.  Dr. Rich pronounced life extinct and Dr Arnold conducted a post-mortem examination.  At the inquest at the Windsor Court House on Tuesday, the District Coroner (Mr H.S. Johnston, J.P.) found that death was due to a ruptured aneurysm of the aorta. 





Sydney Morning Herald Friday April 20, 1951:


PROVISIONAL CERTIFICATES OF TITLE 


For the following undermentioned lands will be issued after 11th May, 1951.


Vol. 3037 Fol. 143 Archibald Cook Henderson, lots 86 to 90 Sec. 11 and lots 7 to 11, Sec. 12 D.F. 1480 Windsor. 										Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday 25 April, 1981:


FUNERALS


HENDERSON. –The Relatives and friends of the late ARCHIBALD COOK HENDERSON, late of Riverstone, are kindly invited to attend his Funeral to be held on Monday next at Pine Grove Memorial Park.








