SAPPER JOHN JOSEPH HEATH
5750 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

John (Jack) Joseph Heath was born at Tangmangaroo, near Yass, New South Wales on 10 September, 1886 the son of Edward and Mary J. (nee McConnell) Heath.  In 1913 he was working as a miner residing at Underwood Street, Corrimal, NSW.  He had previously been rejected in 1915 for military service due to being under the chest measurement.
At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks, Sydney (2nd Military District) on 4 April, 1916 the single twenty-nine-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.   Personal particulars taken show he was 161cms (5ft 3¼ins) tall and resided at Midgley Street, Corrimal.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 52.7kgs (116lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-89cms (31-35ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his forehead over left eye and one on the left jaw.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father E. Heath, Burrowa, NSW.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed on 17 April, 1916.
After basic training was allotted to the Mining Reinforcements at Rosebery Park, Sydney on 1 June, 1916.

On 5 July was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and later joined the November, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5750.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 January, 1917 from Folkstone on board S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.

On 2 March, 1917 was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company.

He went sick on 19 July to the 2 /1 East Lancashire Field Ambulance with P.U.O (pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) then moved to the 156th Casualty Clearing Station until 1 August before entering the 47th General Hospital at Le Treport.  The hospital ship St David took him to England and admitted to the Edmonton Military Hospital, Edmonton with P.U.O. on August 2.
Discharged on 4 September to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford for thirteen days then sent to the No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  On 27 October left for the No.1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny classed with debility B1a4 remaining until 10 November until moved to the Overseas Training Depot.  On 23 November proceeded overseas from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and re-joined his unit on 6 December, 1917.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

Sapper was wounded in action on 24 January, 1918 by a gas shell attack and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance then transferred to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that day:
“24/1/18

No. 3 Section started work at Nos 118, 119, 120, 121, 122 Artillery 




Accommodation.

No, 2 Section started dugout work for Artillery at Nos 104, 105, 107, 108, 109.”

On 25 January, 1918 was transferred to the 9th General Hospital in Rouen on Ambulance Train no.29.  
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Base Records sent a Telegram to his parents as follows:

On 12 February, 1918 the Postmaster General’s Department sent an urgent memo to Base Records advising:

On February 15 Base Records advised the 2nd Military District that a communication to next-of-kin had been returned unclaimed.

His name appeared in the Casualty List appearing in the:


Miss G. Moir of Nithsdale, Railway Street, Corrimal wrote on 7 March, 1918 to Base Records she had read in the daily papers that Sapper J.J. Heath had twice been gassed and his relations were anxious to know if it is correct as they have not yet been notified by the Defence Department.  His address was Mrs G. Blake, Railway Street, Corrimal.  Would they kindly forward any information?
Miss G. Moir received a reply to her letter of 7 instant advising that a cable message was received, briefly intimating that Sapper J.J. Heath was suffering from the effects of gas (classified as wounded), no further particulars being furnished.  His condition was not stated to be serious, however, in the absence of further reports favourable progress maybe assumed, the practice of the Overseas Authorities being to notify this Department of any material change in condition.  Letters should be addressed as under.  Next-of-kin to the above soldier is shown as father, residing at Burrowa, NSW but communications addressed have been returned unclaimed.  I shall be obliged if you can furnish me with his present whereabouts.
M. Blake of Railway Street, Corrimal wrote on 18 March, 1918 on behalf of Miss Pollock she was forwarding for Mr E. Heath (formerly of Burrowa) next-of-kin of Spr. J.J. Heath.  His father is now residing at Corrimal and his address is E. Heath, care Mrs J. Hall, Collins Street, Corrimal. South Coast.
Base Records sent their printed card dated 21 March, 1918 regretfully advising Mr Heath that Sapper J.J. Heath had been reported wounded – effects of gas.  His address for correspondence was also given.  
A notation also stated the above report was sent to you to your previous address but was returned unclaimed by postal authorities.  
On 22 March, 1918 Miss R. Pollock of Underwood Street, Corrimal wrote to Base Records that she received their notice a few days ago advising that his next-of-kin was his father Mr E. Heath, care of Mrs Hall, Cnr Collins and Cross Street, Corrimal.
Sapper left hospital on 8 April for the No. 2 Convalescent Depot for two days then onto the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  A letter was written to the 9th General Hospital for a report.  He re-joined his unit on 19 April, 1918.

He was still with his unit when Peace was declared.  Leave was granted and taken from November 19 to 3 December, 1918 and re-joined his unit on 9 December.

On 25 December, 1918 was promoted to Corporal due to Corporal Alley leaving for Australia.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 10 May, 1919 to return to the Aust Base Depot and they left from there for England on May 16 arriving at Southampton marching into to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.       
After demobilisation Corporal Heath embarked for Australia on 7 July, 1919 on board H.T. Chemnitz.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 30 July he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 8 September, 1919 and reports on their arrival were published in the:



The Grand United Order of Oddfellows NSW, Sydney office wrote to Base Records on 18 September, 1919 asking if they could kindly furnish them a certificate of sickness for Sapper Heath.  
Base Records replied on September 27 stating that the record of illness for him was incomplete but their request had been noted and upon receipt of the final confirming documents which should contain necessary information the desired certificate would be forwarded to them.  The Certificate was prepared on 13 October, 1919 and sent to the Grand Secretary.
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 27 October, 1919 as medically unfit.

The ex-soldier wrote on 3 December, 1919 to Base Records from Albion Street, Corrimal requesting a copy of his illness and hospital treatment in 1917 as he was entitled to sick benefits through the G.U.O.O.F. Lodge of one guinea per week.  Military records show in 1917 he was suffering from Pyrexia and as the illness is unknown to them would they phone and describe same.  
What I was admitted to hospital for was shell gas and trench fever.  He then outlined the hospitals and length of time he attended.  July 19, 1917 admitted to the C.C.S., Nieuport, Belgium, transfer a few days later to hospital, thence transferred August 2 to Edmonton Military Hospital, London.  Transferred in September to Dartford Auxiliary Hospital and thence to Weymouth.  Trusting this statement may be of use in tracing records.  I returned to France on 22 November, 1917.  Trusting to receive an early reply with an explanation of Pyrexia as if I do not, I am looking at a loss of £11/1/- which am entitled to.  He gave further military identification. 
Base Records forwarded to him on 10 December, 1919 supplementary information to their Certificate of 13 October, 1919. 

The British War Medal (60424) and the Victory Medal (58520) were issued to Corporal 5750 John Joseph Heath, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.    
The following snippets of news appeared in the:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  


The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were sent to them on 27 May, 1948.

He married in 1920 at Bulli to Ruby Agnes Pollack.

From 1930 they are listed at Cross Street, Corrimal and worked as a miner.  In 1934 their address became 108 Cross Street, Corrimal and was a stone contractor.  In 1963 it changed to 79 Cross Street, Corrimal.
Mrs Ruby Heath died on 14 November, 1963 and has a headstone.


John (Jack) Joseph Heath passed away on 13 August, 1975 aged 89 years.  Family notices were placed in the:

Interment took place in Bulli Catholic Cemetery in section 1, within row H in site no. 32.
REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

      1934
Heath, J.J.
108 Cross Street, Corrimal

   1960-68
Heath, J.J.
  79 Cross Street, Corrimal 2518

Marked 1968 reunion.  
   1969-71
Heath, J.J.
  79 Cross Street, Corrimal 2518

notation: no reply ‘71
© Donna Baldey 2021
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	REPORTED SAPPER JOHN JOSEPH HEATH WOUNDED EFFECTS OF GAS WILL ADVISE


	ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED


								BASE RECORDS


								10/2/18





“Yours of 11th to Heath, Burrowa N.S.W.  There is no telegraph station at Burrowa.  We have tried several stations in NSW but have been unable to locate addressee.  J.R. McKinnon, Acting Manager.”





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday February 26, 1918:


384th CASUALTY LIST – NEW SOUTH WALES


WOUNDED


JOHN JOS. HEATH, Burrows (gas)							       Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday September 9, 1919:


SOLDIERS RETURN - OVER A THOUSAND – ANZAC BUFFET’S BUSY DAY


Miss Evans and the Red Cross Voluntary Aid Detachments had a busy time at the Anzac Buffet yesterday.  More than a thousand returned soldiers for New South Wales had a fine-weather welcome home.  The Chemnitz brought 406 men, the Takada 308, the Prinz Ludwig 311, the Indarra 176.  With the exception of the Takada lot, who came by train from Melbourne, all these returned men disembarked at Woolloomooloo Bay.  





Sydney Morning Herald Monday September 8, 1919:


FURTHER TROOPS - DISEMBARK TO-DAY - THE CHEMNITZ


Troops by the Chemnitz will disembark this morning at Brown’s Wharf, Woolloomooloo.


Relatives and friends holding tickets from the Staff Officer for Invalids marked Chemnitz will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m.


The Queenslanders will leave by special train at 11.25 a.m.


Motor cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 9 to 68 are requested to be in attendance at 9.15 a.m. at Brown’s Wharf, Woolloomooloo. 





Illawarra Mercury Friday August 6, 1926:


REPORT OF HEALTH COMMITTEE


The following building applications were recommended for approval:  J.J. Heath, Motor Shed, Corrimal, £22;											Article abridged





Goulburn Evening Penny Tuesday November 24, 1935:


At Goulburn Police Court on Monday the Police Magistrate, Mr G.R. Williams, granted a collector’s license to John Joseph Heath.





 Bulli Cemetery, NSW


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday August 14, 1975:


DEATHS


HEATH, John Joseph—August 13, 1975, of 79 Cross Street, Corrimal, beloved husband of the late Ruby Heath, dear father and father-in-law of Leonard and Ida (Corrimal), dear grandpa of Sharon and John and great grandfather of Jacqueline (Mrs Terry Starr), aged 88 years.  Requiescat in pace.  See Friday’s Herald for funeral arrangements or phone Wollongong 28 9622.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday August 15, 1975:


FUNERALS


HEATH—The relatives and friends of Mr and Mrs Leonard Heath and family of 79 Cross Street, Corrimal, are invited to attend the funeral of his beloved father and their dear grandfather JOHN JOSEPH (Jack) HEATH, to leave St Columbkille’s Church, Corrimal, today (Friday), after Requiem Mass, which will be celebrated at 2.30 p.m. for the Catholic Cemetery, Bulli.


H. PARSONS,


Wollongong








