SAPPER WILLIAM ALEXANDER HARVEY
127 – 1st Tunnelling Company
William Alexander Harvey was born on 1 January, 1887 at Cowra, New South Wales the son of George Henry and Mary Ann (nee Smith) Harvey.  In 1913 he was a labourer at Vittoria, near Bathurst.
At the recruiting depot at Lithgow, NSW on 27 July, 1915 the twenty-eight-year-old single labourer applied to enlist for active service and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 175cms (5ft 5⅝ins), weighing 65.9kgs (145lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-99cms (35½-39ins) and a dark complexion, blue eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were vaccination scar on his left arm and a heart tattoo on his left arm and a scar on the outer side of the right thigh.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary Annie Harvey of 5 Cleveland Street, Darlington, Sydney.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance on July 28. 
Basic training commenced at Liverpool camp with the 11th Reinforcements to the 3rd Battalion until 7 October. He married in Sydney on 16 October, 1915 to Susannah Elizabeth Cameron.  His next-of-kin changed to his wife Susan Elizabeth Harvey of 113 Wilson Street, Newtown.

Allotment followed to the Mining Corps on 28 October, 1915 who were in the course of establishing the Corps at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 127.
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He embarked at Sydney on 20 February 1916 on board Ulysses.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No. 1 Company was working in Bailleul, Belgium near Ploegsteert Wood mining dugouts in several sectors.

On 18 October, 1916 was wounded in action suffering a gunshot wound and taken to the Casualty Clearing Station.
The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that day:

“October:
18th      Hill 63 dugouts    Little Gate dugouts, Ploegsteert T121, Verbrandenmolen.  2 men wounded.”  

He re-joined his unit on 13 November, 1916.
The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 24 December, 1916.

On 12 May, 1917 he was admitted with mumps to the Divisional Rest Station then transferred to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer and returned to duty on 31 March, 1917 arriving the following day.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  He was paid in France on 1 April, 1918.
Service continued without further illness or injury and noted to be still serving in an audit of the company on 17 July, 1918.

Leave was granted and taken from France on 7 August and re-joined his unit on August 23, 1918.

On 6 September was detached to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles to attend a medical board re-joining his unit on 1 October, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He went sick with a social disease to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station on 22 December, 1918 then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.6 to the 7th General Hospital at Wimereux.  On 6 January, 1919 was moved to the 39th General Hospital in Havre then ten days later left on the hospital ship to England being admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for further treatment.  After 53 days curative care was discharged to the 1st Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse.  
On March 25 marched out to the No.1 Group camp at the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill.  Changed camps between Parkhouse and Deverill during mid-April remaining at Deverill from 16 May, 1919 until transferred to Sutton Veny Depot on 29 June.
After demobilisation Sapper Harvey embarked for Australia on 5 July, 1919 on board H.T. Persic.  Base Records advised his wife on 7 August he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 2 September, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in:
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Military Discharge was issued in Sydney, (2nd M.D.) on 25 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
William was a member of 1ATC from May 1916 until his return to Australia in September 1919.  In that period he would have worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  He also most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63.  

He may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917 which killed 10 members of his unit.  

He may have also been involved with operations on the Hindenberg Line in September 1918 when 20 members of 1 & 2ATCs where decorated.  He may also have worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts.
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For serving his country Sapper 127 William Alexander Harvey, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (33195) and the Victory Medal (32780).

He re-married in 1921 to Alvina Elizabeth “Queenie” Anderson in Orange, NSW.

His wife met with an accident which was reported in the:

An article on the NSW Railways and Tram Service mentioned him and his fettler work as published in the:

His name appeared in the Roll of Honour for the Orange District and the list published in the:


In 1930 they were at Stuart Town, Calere working as a fettler and in 1936 was at Shipley, Haviland Avenue, Blackheath with the same occupation.  
He wrote to Base Records on 30 January, 1933 inquiring if there was any more War Medals at their office.  He had the Service and Victory Medals and perhaps there was more for him.  He gave his service details for identification and asked if he could be supplied with medal ribbons.  Base Records replied on 1 February informing him he had received all his medals due in respect of his service with the A.I.F.  Ribbons for medals could be obtained from the Trading Department, Returned Soldiers’ League “Wingello House” Angel Place, Sydney at 1/6 pence per set.

A statement of his service was issued by Base Records on 9 August, 1939 as requested by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission.

By 1943 were settled at 87 Victoria Street, Marrickville where they remained and gave the same occupation.

Mrs Alvina Harvey died in 1960 aged 63 years with burial in the Field of Mars Cemetery, East Ryde.

He wrote to Base Records from the Old Men’s Home, 13 Thames Street, Balmain on 12 May, 1962 respectfully applying for a returned from active service badge which he lost and enclosed four shillings for same.  He also stated he had lost his Victory Medal and could they let him know about these.  He enclosed a Statutory Declaration dated the same day declaring that he lost the Discharge and badge when in hospital in 1961.  They were left in the house and not in anybody’s hands.
Base Records replied on 24 May, 1962 referring to his Statutory Declaration concerning the loss of both medals.  They gave him the cost of replacing the medals and on receipt of his remittance action will take effect for replacement as soon as possible.

He wrote returning his remittance to cover costs on 25 May, 1962 and the medals and badge were mailed to him on 5 June.
From 1963 he was listed as living at the Old Men’s Home, 13 Thames Street, Balmain.  Base Records again received a letter from him and dated 28 June, 1963 applying for a copy of his Discharge.  
He wrote he was going to Yarall Military Hospital and they requested him to bring along his Military Discharge.  He looked everywhere for the one he had.  A postal note for ten shillings was enclosed plus the Statutory Declaration dated 27 June, 1963.  He declared the loss occurred and have no idea what become of it.  I did not miss Discharge and no one is got it to my knowledge.  All relatives are deceased.  I want discharge to enter Military Hospital.  The Certificate and a refund of ten shillings were sent to him on 15 July, 1963.
William Alexander Harvey, late of Balmain, passed away on 16 December, 1965 aged 78 years.  Interment took place with his wife in the Anglican portion of Field of Mars Cemetery within row 5 in plot no. 3323.
On 30 March, 1966 the Public Trustee’s Office, Sydney wrote to Base Records that they were administering the Estate W.A. Harvey and it had been noted that the deceased had served with the A.I.F. during the First World War.  It would be appreciated if they would check their records and advise any knowledge of a Will having been executed by the abovenamed deceased.
Base Records replied on 4 April, 1966 to their letter stating that their office had no knowledge of the final disposal of any Will the abovenamed may have made whilst a member of the A.I.F. (1914/18).

The following Estate business was advertised in the:


Their unmarked grave can be located in East Ryde in the Field on Mars Cemetery.

REUNIONS
Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

    1934

Harvey, W.A.
87 Victoria Road, Marrickville
1960-68
Harvey, W.A.
87 Victoria Road, Marrickville, changed to Salvation Army Home, 13 Thames Street, Balmain.



Notation: Deceased in Reveille issue 3/1966

Below is a transcript of a handwritten letter from Mr W.A. Harvey came from AEMM&BC & Tunnelling Reunion Committee records dated in April, 1964 as they prepared for the Annual Anzac March and Reunion luncheon.
 
Reply to above letter:
© Donna Baldey 2021 - www.tunneller.net

AWM Image ID A05272: - Liverpool, Sydney, NSW. November 1915. Group portrait of officers, Non-commissioned Officers and sappers of No. 1 Company of the 1st Australian Mining Corps, a New South Wales unit, prior to their embarkation on HMAT (A38) Ulysses, 20 February 1916. 





Fifth row: Pte W. Cunningham; Pte Alexander Simpson Taylor; Pte R. McLean; Pte H. Allen; Pte J. Hogan; 46 Pte James Berriman; Pte J. D. Parker; Pte M. J. Stores; Pte C. H. Parmeter; Pte P. Chambers; Pte W. A. Harvey; Pte J. C. Harris; Pte D. J. Byrne; Pte H. C. Melville; Pte Selwin (possibly 270 Pte Robert Harold Selwyn). 








The Daily Telegraph Wednesday September 3, 1919:


PERSIC TROOPS – WELCOMED IN THE RAIN


The troops who returned to Australia by the Persic were welcomed at the Anzac Buffet yesterday in pouring rain.


The Queenslanders were conveyed direct to the Central Railway Station.  They left for Brisbane by special train at 10.22.


There was one cot case and he was removed to Randwick Hospital.


There were very few decorated men among the contingent.			


Article abridged





The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241





Leader (Orange) Friday June 3, 1921:


BURNING ACCIDENT


Mrs W.A. Harvey, 24, (Now Miss Anderson, who resides with her parents in Hampson-street, whilst her husband is working in the country, met with a painful burning accident yesterday morning.  She was attending to her sister, who was sitting near a fire, when her clothes became ignited, and in er excitement, she ran out into the street.  Assistance was quickly forthcoming and the unfortunate young woman was removed to the Orange District Hospital.  She was badly burnt about the legs and body but was doing as well as could be expected last night.





Daily Telegraph Tuesday August 22, 1922:


RAIL AND TRAM SERVICE – THE MEN AND THEIR DOINGS


A great amount of organisation is necessary to make the work of paying the employees in the railway and tramway service run so smoothly.  There are about 47,600 men employed under the commissioners excluding 4500 engaged on construction work, in wages and salaries alone.  Those employed on the western and southern lines are paid one week and those on the northern line and tramway men during the following week.  The fortnightly wages bill is in the vicinity of £400,00.


PERMANENT WAY BRANCH


Fettlers: William A. Harvey, Orange-Forbes; Walter Ashpole, Condoblin-Tride; Harold Dawson, Dubbo-Merrygosh; Hugh Power, Nyngan-Bourke; Andrew Carter, Nyngan-Cobar; Aden E. Brown, Albert E. Mouldt, Herbert H. Andrews, Robert Easton, James Dahl, Lismore.





Leader Friday April 6, 1928:


ORANGE HONOR ROLL


On Anzac Day an Honor Roll, consisting of the names of all the men who enlisted from Orange to take part in the Great War will be unveiled in the Memorial Hall.  


W.A. Harvey										Article abridged





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday July 1, 1966:


In the matter of the estates of the undermentioned deceased persons, representation of whose estates was obtained by the Public Trustee to send particulars of their claims to the said Public Trustee at 19 O’Connell Street, Sydney on or before 8th day of September, 1966.


William Alexander Harvey, late of Balmain, NSW, retired railway worker, died 16th December, 1965, intestate; an election to administer was filed on 16th June, 1966.





Harvey Graves in Field of Mars Cemetery, Sydney, NSW


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website 


contributed by Brett Miller





c/- Salvation Army Home,


13 Thames Street,


Balmain


2/4/64


Sir,


   I received your welcome letter today.  I am sending 10/- Postal note for to help my old Company.


   Since last Anzac Day I went under operation for my Hammer Toes.


   I was in Concord ten weeks, and still have to visit Graces Buildings for treatment.  They come and take me in and the supply vehicle to fetch me home when I have finished.


   I shall not be able to attend.  I am no good getting about.


   Use the 10/- it might help some fellow who would like to attend.


   You know the list of Battalion.  I missed out in getting one or if they ain’t available send me a List of the men in our Company.  I was one of the Originals when company was formed, when it was called Mining Company.


Brigadier Fewtrell was in charge along with Sir Mr David.


Thanking you.  I wish the Boys the Best of Good Luck.


127 1st Australian Tunnelling Coy


   					William Alexander Harvey.





403 Sussex Street,


SYDNEY


14th April, 1964


Mr W.A. Harvey,


c/- Salvation Army Home,


13 Thames Street,


BALMAIN.


Dear Mr Harvey,


   Thank you very much for your letter of the 2nd instant, and your enclosure of Postal Note for 10/- to assist in the enjoyment of those who are able to attend the Anzac Day Re-union.


   I was sorry to hear of your long confinement at the Concord Hospital with your foot disability and that due to your inability to get around you will not be able to join us on the 25th.


   I regret that I have not got a list that I could let you have of either the Battalion or the Company you were in, but I have an original Scroll surrounded by Artwork depicting various symbols and campaigns and containing a list of all members of the 1st Company.  If it is not too expensive to reproduce, I will explore the possibilities of having copies made of it and let you have one at a later date.


   In the meantime, thanks again for your Postal Note and your good wishes which I will be happy to convey to the boys on Anzac Day.


    With kindest regards,








