SAPPER JOHN GEORGE HARTAS
123 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Orange, New South Wales was the birthplace of John George Hartas on 6 October, 1887 the son of Joseph and Isabella (nee Potts) Hartas.  He was working in the Darling Downs region of Queensland in 1915.
At the Darling Downs Central Recruiting Depot in Toowoomba on 6 September, 1915 the twenty-six-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 175cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest measurement of 99cms (39ins) and had a fair complexion with hazel eyes and fair hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father Joseph Hartas of Orange, NSW.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane until 28 October, 1915 then sent to join other volunteers from across Australia at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW for training as the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 123 and placed in No. 1 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
Sapper went sick on 21 June, 1916 with mumps to the 1st New Zealand Field Ambulance and on June 29 transferred to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer and discharged to base details on 11 July and re-joined his unit five days later.
On 29 December, 1916 went with myalgia (muscular pain) to the 4th London Field Ambulance moving to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station with rheumatism.  A day later was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.18 to Wimereux entering the 14th General Hospital for several days.   
Left by Ambulance Train no.27 for Havre crossing to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle and admitted to the Princess Christian Hospital in Weymouth with severe rheumatism on 6 January, 1917.

Base Records advised his father of the following by Telegram:
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His name was among those published in the Casualty List appearing in the:
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Marched out on 8 May, 1917 from Weymouth to the No. 2 Command Depot and his Kit was inspected the following day and found incomplete with these items:


Hat badge, ankle boots & laces, braces, hair & shaving brushes, D.S. breeches, cardigan jacket, 

Comb, great coat, identity disc, pr drawers, hat, S.D. jacket, leather laces, putties, razor, flannel


Shirt, pr socks, singlet, chin strap.

At Monte Video camp was issued with 2 towels.  A day later on May 10 was issued further items to complete his Kit:


2 collar badges, 4 Australia titles, sea kit bag, ankle boots, tooth brush, D.S. breeches, 


Comforter cap, pr drawers, fork, knife & spoon, holdall, housewife, S.D. Jacket, 2 flannel


Shirts, 2 prs socks, chin strap.
On 21 May there was an exchange of his M.S. breeches and while in Westham camp was issued with a knife clasp and lanyard on 19 June to complete shortages.

Remained camp until 29 June and sent to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.  
Mrs J. Liddle wrote from 75 Regent Street, Kogarah on 9 July, 1917 to Base Records asking could they let her know anything about her brother.  He was in the Princess Christian Hospital, Weymouth when last they heard which was in January last.  They would be very grateful for any information regarding him.  

Base Records replied on 21 July, 1917 in acknowledgment to her communication stating that since her brother was reported progressing favourably, nothing further has been received there concerning him and in the absence of such it could only be assumed he continued to make satisfactory progress.  His address for correspondence was also included. 

On 22 August marched in from furlough and classed with B1a4 debility.  Another Kit inspection and leather laces were issued to complete.

Sapper was sent to the Overseas Training Brigade on August 30 and the following day his Kit was inspected and withdrawn was a singlet.  Also issued a day later were training equipment at Perham Downs camp by the Quartermaster:

Identity disc, leather laces, soap, belt, 2 braces, carrier water bottle, carrier entrenching tool head and Helve, 2 ammunition carriers, frog bayonet, haversack, mess tin & cover, pack, 2 supporting

Straps, entrenching tool head & helve, water bottle, iodine, dressing.

On 9 September, 1917 Table III items were withdrawn from his Kit:


Sea Kit bag, boots, D.S. breeches, S.D. jacket, flannel shirt, towel.

To complete Table III items, issued the same day was:


Identity disc & tabs on great coat sets.
Went sick to the Brigade Hospital at Perham Downs on 25 September with albumen (in urine sign of kidney damage) entering the Delhi Hospital in Tidworth.   
All training items were withdrawn from his Kit on 19 October, 1917 at the Overseas Training Brigade:

belt, 2 braces, carrier water bottle, carrier entrenching tool head and Helve, 2 ammunition carriers, frog bayonet, haversack, mess tin & cover, pack, 2 supporting straps, entrenching tool head & helve, water bottle, iodine, dressing.

On 13 November, 1917 was discharged to Weymouth once again.  His Kit inventory was found complete at Littlemoor camp on November 17 after Overseas Service by adding:


2 prs drawers, flannel shirt, pr socks, 2 singlets and a towel. 

On 10 December was issued with a sea kit bag.  Final inspection took place on 8 January, 1918 and found complete by the Quartermaster.
Sapper Hartas embarked for a change to Australia due to debility of myalgia (muscular pain) / rheumatism on 11 January, 1918 on the H.T. Port Darwin.  His father was advised by Base Records on January 24 he was returning home.
His name was listed as a soldier returning in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 4 March, 1918 and the soldiers for northern states continued their voyage to Sydney (2nd M.D.)  The Queenslanders last journey was by train to Brisbane (1st M.D.) and made a scheduled stopover in Toowoomba.
There were a few soldiers from the district who were interviewed during the break at the railway station and were reported in the:


Military discipline was issued for the following:


Offence:

Brisbane 5/4/18 Drunkenness time 8.15 p.m.



Case dismissed:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 17 April, 1918 as medically unfit.

The following day was issued with a military pension of £1 10 shillings per fortnight to him at Regent Street, Kogarah, Sydney.


The War Service Homes Commission wrote to Base Records on 29 September, 1919 advising that the applicant had made application for assistance under the War Service Homes Act and would be pleased on information on the applicant’s war service.

A reply from Base Records was dated 3 October, 1919 and stated that according to the records he had served and sent the information they required. 
The following medals were issued to Sapper 123 John George Hartas, 1st Tunnelling Company of the British War Medal (12152) and the Victory Medal (11993) for serving his country.

He married (date & place unknown) to Ethel Lillian (surname unknown) daughter of William and Sarah.

He was part of the Soldiers’ Settlers Scheme with his application in 1924 for property at Doonside listed in the:

He and Lillian were listed in the Electoral Roll at Wolkara, Doonside.
John George Hartas passed away on 27 June, 1929 aged 42 years at Balmain.  Announcement was published in the:


Interment took place in the family plot in the Anglican portion of Woronora Memorial Park within the monumental section YY in position 36.  He has a Commonwealth War Grave.

    

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 8 August, 1929.

Business in connection with this Estate was placed in the:

His wife died on 28 September, 1973 with a death notice appearing in the:
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Brisbane Courier Tuesday January 30, 1917:


QUEENSLAND – ILL


Spr. J.G. Hartas, Orange (N.S.W.) (sev.)							Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday February 12, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – SICK AND WOUNDED – LIST J.


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route.


123 Spr. J.G. Hartas, 1st Tum. Coy., Toowoomba.						Article abridged





Darling Downs Gazette Saturday March 9, 1918:


HOME AGAIN – RETURNED QUEENSLANDERS – TWO CONTINGENTS YESTERDAY


The first contingent of Queensland soldiers who recently returned to Australia from the front passed through Toowoomba yesterday on route for Brisbane.  The train which was due to arrive here at 12.30 pulled in punctual on time and there was a large attendance on the platform to accord the men a warm welcome including His Worship the Mayor (Ald. T.A. Price) who was accompanied by the Mayoress and Mr T.R. Roberts M.L.A.  Altogether there were 76 men on board all coming home invalided.





There were not many Toowoomba men in the batch but a number of Down and western men were included.  One of the heroes was Sapper J.G. Hartas who enlisted in Toowoomba and who is well known here but who belongs to Sydney.  He stated that he never missed one trench parade during the ten months he was in France and admitted quite unconcernedly that he helped “To put a bit down to shift Hill 60.”  That achievement, of course is too well known to recapitulate here and Private Hartas was loth to speak of it.


The action of the Mayor in according a public word of welcome to the men was greatly appreciated.  His Worship was enthusiastically applauded by the returned heroes.


SAPPER J.G. HARTAS


Sapper Hartas, although a Sydney boy, is well known in Toowoomba where he enlisted in 1915.  He sailed from Queensland with a Miners Corps and went straight to France.  He participated in the blowing up of Hill 60 in which his company played no unimportant a part.  He fell sick and was later ordered to be sent back home.  





Government Gazette in the State of New South Wales Friday November 14, 1924:


EASTERN DIVISION – LAND DISTRICT OF PARRAMATTA- BLACKTOWN SHIRE


SOLDIERS’ GROUP PURCHASE AREA No. 46 (Doonside)


1924- 5 John George Hartas 253 6 s 3 r 37 Prospect Cumberland 22 Sept, 1924.		Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday June 29, 1929:


DEATHS


HARTAS—June 27, 1929, after a brief illness, John George Hartas, late of Doonside, beloved husband of Lillian Hartas, aged 42 years.





His Commonwealth War Grave and Hartas family plot in Woronora Memorial Park


Photos sourced from Dept of Veterans’ Affairs 





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday September 27, 1929:


PROBATE JURISDICTION


John George Hartas, late of Doonside, New South Wales, fruit vendor, died 27th June, 1929, intestate; administration granted to the Public Trustee on 24th September, 1929.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday October 3, 1973:


DEATHS


HARTAS, Ethel Lillian, September 28, 1973, in hospital, of 25 Fourth Avenue, Blacktown, beloved wife of the late John Hartas, loved sister of George Ernest, William Sidney and Arthur (all deceased) and Laura (Mrs W. Holmes, Katoomba), loved aunt of their families.








