SAPPER ARTHUR HARRISON

7503 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Arthur Harrison stated he was born in London, England the son of Robert (died 1900) and Alice Rebecca (nee Giles) Harrison.  In the 1891 Census the family is listed at Aspley Heath, Bedfordshire, England and living there were Robert (60) letter carrier, wife Alice (39) laundress and children Arthur (13) and Annie (10) scholars and both born at Nottingham, Southwell, England.
On 2 October, 1913 Arthur sailed from Liverpool on the White Star liner Afric for Australia via Capetown and Australian ports where the voyage terminated at Sydney, New South Wales on 5 December.  Passenger listed as Mr Arthur Harrison, spinner, 35.  It appears his sister Mrs Annie Cross and her husband and family were living in Hall Street, Paddington, Brisbane, Queensland and he found employment with the Queensland Railway Department.

He was injured in an accident in 1915 and reported in the:
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 In 1916 he is listed at Carrosa, Hall Street, Paddington working as a labourer.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane on 9 March, 1917 the single thirty–eight-year-old applied for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address as Hall Street, Paddington and a railway ganger.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 84kgs (185lbs) with a chest expansion of 97-102cms (38-40ins), a dark complexion, good vision in his brown eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Annie Cross of Hall Street, Paddington.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the Pioneer Battalion at Enoggera Barracks and final leave was granted from April 11 to 13 before allotted to the Engineer Reinforcements training at Moore Park, Sydney (2nd Military District) on April 17.  On 6 June was transferred to the training camp at Seymour, Victoria and joined the April, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his sister Mrs Annie Cross.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5703.
The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   
Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  
The final journey to England was completed after a 55-day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 14 November, 1917 marching into the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Marched out on November 19 when assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

A day after his arrival he went sick on November 21 to 53rd Casualty Clearing Station with P.U.O . (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin).  Four days later was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.16 to Boulogne entering the 7th Convalescent Depot then on to the 3rd Rest Camp on December 16.  Returned to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and marched out to join in the field on December 22, 1917.
Early in December the Company was camped in Havrincourt Wood in the Cambrai Sector until the 16th December, when it moved to Ytres, France.

Service continued and he was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Sapper was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 2 January, 1918.

Went sick on 19 February, 1918 suffering debility and sent to the 57th Field Ambulance and admitted to the 3rd Aust General Hospital in Abbeville until discharged to duty on March 19 at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  Re-joined his unit on 25 April, 1918.

On 15 June, 1918 was wounded in action suffering mustard gas poisoning and taken to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance then moved to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station.  There is nothing recorded for this date and the company was working on Infantry dugouts, machine gun positions and Observation posts with no locations given.

On 19 June progressed to the 49th Casualty Clearing Station and on 19 July entered the 2nd Stationary Hospital in Abbeville with the effects of gas shell poisoning. 

Base Records regretted to advise his sister on 28 June, 1918 that her brother had been reported wounded in action classed as gassed.

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:
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The Ambulance Train transported him to the hospital ship Jan Breydal on 24 July, 1918 and invalided to England being admitted to the Cornelia Auxiliary Hospital in Poole affiliated with the Burdon Military Hospital at Weymouth.    His sister was further notified on 7 August, 1918 by Base Records of a report on his admittance to Weymouth military hospital in England. 

On 10 September was transferred to the 1st Auxiliary Hospital in Harefield where a Kit inspection took place with the following items noted:


Hat badge, Universal kit bag, ankle boots and laces, brushes – hair, shaving & tooth, drawers, 

Fork, knife & spoon, greatcoat, khaki hat, housewife, cardigan jacket, razor & case, flannel


Shirt, chin strap, breeches, service dress jacket, putties, comforter cap, identity disc with cord.

Further items were issued:


Towel and woollen breeches.

Items withdrawn:


Breeches and putties

Replaced were:


Greatcoat, Khaki hat and chin strap, 2 collar badges.

On September 12 was discharged to furlough and report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on September 26.  Marched in from Headquarters, London on 30 September.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:  
Hurdcott 30/10/18 AWL from 2400hrs 29/10/18 to 1400hrs 30/10/18



Award:

4 days confined to barracks by Capt. H. Taylor


Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay

He was still at the Command Depot when Peace was declared.
Another Kit Inspection took place at Hurdcott on 9 December, 1918 and was issued with:

two singlets and 2 pairs woollen socks , braces, drawers & holdall, towel, breeches, 2 identity 

discs and cord plus a knife, clasp & lanyard.

Items withdrawn were:


Boots & laces, Flannel shirt and knife clasp with lanyard

Sapper Harrison embarked for Australia as an invalid on 24 January, 1919 on the hospital ship Delta.  On 27 January was admitted to the ship’s hospital suffering Influenza and discharged to duty four days later.

Base Records notified his sister on 13 February that he was on his way home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 7 March, 1919 and travelled to Sydney and Brisbane respectively.  News of their welcome home in Brisbane (1st Military District) was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 16 April, 1919 as medically unfit.
The Church of England’s Society of Help at Coolangatta, Point Danger opened a Soldier’s Rest Home constructed in 1917 by the church for recuperating soldiers and those on low pensions to come and enjoy free accommodation to assist them in recovering.


The British War Medal (31256) and the Victory Medal (29536) were issued to wear to Sapper 7503 Arthur Harrison, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
From 1922 to 1928 he is listed at Moss Side, Latrobe Terrace, Red Hill with the occupation of ganger.

The Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and forwarded these on 28 September, 1928.  He then went to the Soldiers’ Rest House at Coolangatta and became honorary secretary for the home and treasurer of the Queensland branch of the south-eastern district of the R.S.L. with his appointment published in the:


His work as secretary and later superintendent during his time there was published in the:



Arthur Harrison passed away on 13 May, 1950 aged 71 years at Coolangatta.  A brief announcement on his demise was reported in the:

His sister Annie Cross died on 5 March, 1960.
© Donna Baldey 2023
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Footnote:

His death date is listed with Qld Births, Deaths and Marriages as 13 May, 1950.  The newspaper article announcing his demise was published on 14 May, 1950.  The death date on his headstone states 12 February, 1950 which would have been given to the Department or misread handwriting mistaken as 2 for February when it would have been 5 for the month of May.
Telegraph (Brisbane) Friday September 10, 1915:


FRACTURED LEG


The Ambulance Brigade proceeded to Mayne Junction yesterday afternoon, and attended to Arthur Harrison, aged 37, a labourer, in the employ of the Queensland Railway Department, who had his left leg fractured, through being caught between a beam and a pulley.  First aid was given by the Ambulance Brigade and Harrison, who resides at Hall Street, Paddington, was taken to the General Hospital.  





Brisbane Courier Saturday March 10, 1917:


RECRUITS IN BRISBANE – ONLY EIGHT ACCEPTED YESTERDAY


Only eight men—seven of whom were single—were accepted yesterday.  The names of the men who offered their services are as follows: Arthur Harrison						            


Article abridged





Townsville Daily Bulletin Friday July 12, 1918:


THE WAR – CASUALTY LIST No.416


Casualty list no. 416, issued last night, contained the names of 270 Queenslanders names otherwise stated.


WOUNDED: Sapper Arthur Harrison, Paddington (gas)					Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Tuesday March 25, 1919:


SOLDIERS’ ARRIVAL – THE DELTA CONTINGENT


A large crowd assembled at the Kangaroo Point Military Hospital grounds yesterday afternoon to welcome home the batch of soldiers who returned by the Delta.  The steamer Koopa conveyed the soldiers up the river, and presented a striking sight, laden with khaki-clad heroes and gaily bedecked with bunting.  


The appearance of the Koopa at the entrance to the New Farm reach was the signal for the salvo of whistling by other steamers in the river.  Hearts beat faster as soldier sons, brothers or sweethearts were recognised and the assembled relatives and friends waited impatiently while the little group consisting of Colonel Mallet (representing the State Commandant and other military officials, the Mayor and Mayoress of Brisbane (Alderman and Mrs C.P. Buchanan) and Mr W.N. Gillies, M.L.A. made the soldiers welcome home.


During the trip from Lytton enjoyable selections of music were played by the Military Band, and dainty refreshments were provided by the Red Cross Kitchen Workers, headed by Mrs Dale.


The soldiers numbered 192 and three nurses also returned from duty.





Church of England’s Soldiers’ Rest House, Rainbow Bay, Coolangatta, Qld


Photo sourced from The Queenslander Pictorial Supplement 12 December, 1919


State Library of Queensland





Tweed Daily, Murwillumbah, NSW – Monday 30 June 1919:


COOLANGATTA.


Returned Soldiers' Imperial League. —


A meeting of returned and rejected, soldiers was held in the social, room at the School of Arts, on Thursday, 26th June.  Mr. Mason was in the chair, and a goodly number of members was present.  It was decided that a grand re-union of returned men of Tweed Heads; Coolangatta and the suburbs, be held about a week after Peace is signed.  A committee consisting of Messrs. C. Fuller, J. Gordon; W. Chapman and W. E. Barton, were appointed to organise and arrange for the banquet, and full power was given to these gentlemen to finalise matters so that only one meeting would be needed before the event took place. It was suggested that a meeting be held on Sunday morning at 11 a.m. to receive reports.  A vote of thanks to the chairman terminated the meeting.





Soldiers' Rest Home. —


In connection with the erection of a Soldiers Rest Home at Coolangatta, the Rev. Bernard Frederick, President of the Queensland Methodist Conference with Rev. W. H. Harrison; Secretary, Queensland Home Missions, met Rev, J. G. M. Taylor, Secretary N.S. Wales Home Mission, last week.


The authorities concerned in both States have approved of the property purchased by the Methodist community, and the visit of these gentlemen was to finalise matters in connection with the building.  The site chosen is very central, being opposite to Coolangatta railway station in Griffith-street, between McLean and Dulton Streets.  The building will consist of a spacious hall, which will be used for Church services, while the ground floor will be fitted up for the use of the soldiers, and will include a smaller hall for recreation.  It is hoped to get a start almost at once and should be completed somewhere about the beginning of September.


Article abridged








The Telegraph, Brisbane – Wednesday 25 September 1929:


COOLANGATTA


RETURNED SOLDIERS' LEAGUE


COOLANGATTA. September 26.


At an enthusiastic public meeting held in Coolangatta last night it was decided unanimously to reform the Tweed Heads and Coolangatta sub-branch of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers' Imperial League of Australia.


Mr. J. E. Taylor, executive member of the south-eastern district of the Queensland branch, addressed the meeting on the aims and objects of the league, and the work it had accomplished in various parts of the Commonwealth.  He was accorded a vote of thanks for his visit and assistance.  Alderman E. F. Youngman said that there was real need for headquarters of the league in the twin towns, and much could be done for the returned soldiers in the district.


Messrs. W. H. Davies, who was one of the foundation members of the local branch of the league some years ago, J. L. Gordon and G. H. O'Connor, supported the proposed move.


The following officers were elected: President, Mr. E. F. Youngman; vice-presidents, Messrs. G. L. Redburn, sen., and H. Boreham; honorary secretary, Mr. A. Harrison; honorary treasurer, Mr. G. H. O'Connor.


It was decided to hold monthly meetings in the soldiers' rest home, Coolangatta, and an effort will be made to obtain control of the rest home, which is at present under the supervision of the Church of England Help Society.  The secretary reported that a local ladies' committee had raised an amount of £22 during the last few weeks, which was being spent in renovating the home.








South Coast Bulletin (Southport) Friday August 4, 1933:


SOLDIERS’ REST HOME


The secretary (Mr A. Harrison) of the Coolangatta Soldiers’ Rest Home, has made an urgent appeal to the local branch of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A to assist in some way to keep the home going.  Mr Harrison points out that the premises are badly in need of repairs which would probably cost £40.  Quoting sentences in Mr Harrison’s letter, we would be pleased to see some of our members enjoy the benefits and privileges which are always available at the home; we have 17 diggers at home now, most of them are sick and on small pensions, and it is my committee’s desire to give them every comfort.  The above appeal will be dealt with at the next meeting of the local branch of the league.





Courier-Mail (Brisbane) Wednesday July 18, 1934:


SOLDIERS’ REST HOME – HELP SOCIETY’S CONTINUOUS WORK


The 19th annual meeting of the Soldiers’ Church of England Help Society was held at its office, Riviera, North Quay, Mrs W. Arkall (vice-president) presiding.  Appreciation was expressed of the work of the ladies’ committee during the last twelve months, which had enabled the rest house at Coolangatta to continue to open.  Mr Arthur Harrison (the honorary secretary of the Coolangatta rest house) was also thanked.  The daily average of men staying at the Coolangatta rest house was between 20 and 25.  They were chiefly men, more or less invalided, who by receiving free accommodation, with bedding and cooking utensils, were able to live either on small pensions, or at very small cost to themselves. As well as having an opportunity of regaining some measure of health by a more or less extended stay at the seaside.





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Friday May 1, 1936:


SOLDIERS’ REST HOME


Mr Jos. Francis M.P., who at present is at Canberra, has received a communication from Mr A. Harrison, Hon-Secretary, Church of England Soldiers’ Rest Home, Coolangatta, asking him to make the fact as widely known as possible of the facilities provided for soldiers at that institution.  Mr Francis therefore desires that the attention of returned soldiers be directed to the comforts and benefits, particularly at this time of the year, to be had at this rest home.  The home is a very fine place and is a big building at Rainbow Bay, where everything is provided for the soldier in the way of bed and bedding, in other words, everything is provided except food.  There is a wireless and library, a good bathroom and a chip heater and the companionship of other Diggers offers.  There are quite a number of vacancies at present, advises Mr Francis and it any returned soldiers desire to avail themselves of this comfort they should apply direct to Mr Harrison, who will be glad to provide accommodation for them.


						





Courier-Mail Tuesday October 3, 1939:


SOLDIERS’ REST HOME


SIR—The recent appeal for £100 for the Coolangatta Soldiers’ Rest Home so far has realised only £16 10 -.  Funds are needed urgently to repair the leaking roof, replace shutters with windows and install a new septic system.  We are also appealing for blankets.


Ex-soldiers in the home now number, 32 and more are expected.


More than £300 had been spent on the home in the last few years.  The committee thanks those who gave generously in the past, and hopes to receive further donations in the near future—Yours &c.


									A. HARRISON.


								Hon. Sec. Coolangatta Soldiers’ Rest Home.


Border Star (Coolangatta) Friday January 2, 1942:


REST HOME BOWLING GREEN


The Superintendent of the Coolangatta Soldiers’ Rest Home (Mr A. Harrison) reports that work has bene commenced in earnest on the construction of a bowling green at the home and approximately £27 has been expended to date on filling.  A collection taken up by Mr Harrison at the Twin Towns on Sunday realised £4/3/ and further donations towards the project will be gratefully acknowledged.








Sunday Mail (Brisbane) May 14, 1950:


DEATH IN BED


COOLANGATTA, Sat—Arthur (Harry) Harrison, 71, superintendent of the soldiers’ hostel at Rainbow Bay, Coolangatta, for many years between the two World Wars, was found dead in his bed to-day.





His grave is Tweed Heads Cemetery, NSW


Photos sourced from Dept of Veterans’ Affairs 


and used with permission.





Interment took place in the Tweed Heads Cemetery, NSW within row R in grave no. 174.  He has a Commonwealth War Grave.








