SAPPER / PRIVATE ARNOLD LESTER RAY HANTON
582 – Mining Corps / 5478 – 16th Battalion

Arnold Lester Rae/Ray Hanton was born on 16 March, 1893 at Broken Hill, New South Wales the son of William and Elizabeth H. (nee Tresize) Hanton.  His father died in 1911 in South Africa and the family were residents at Kadina, South Australia.
At the recruiting depot in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 28 October, 1915 the twenty-two-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  His basic training would have been at the Mitcham camp and allotted to the No. 2 Company of the Mining Corps.  There is no physical description for him but his religion was Methodist and next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Elizabeth H. Hanton of Agery Road, Kadina, S.A.  He would have taken the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Acknowledgment to the volunteers was published in the: 
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From there the South Australian recruits for the Mining Corps were sent to Casula camp, near Liverpool New South Wales joining other volunteers from all over the country in training for departure as a Corps.
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 582 and remained in No. 2 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt but Sapper Hanton is noted to have been disembarked at Fremantle, W.A.
He was re-allotted to the 17th Reinforcements to the 16th Battalion in the rank of Private with the regimental number 5478 at Blackboy Hill camp, embarking on 17 April, 1916 on transport HMAT A60 Aeneas and disembarked at the Suez on 14 May.  The Reinforcements sailed from Alexandria, Egypt on 7 June, 1916 aboard the troopship Ionian to join the British Expeditionary Forces in France arriving at Marseilles on 14 June, 1916.  They proceeded to the Aust Divisional Base Depot at Etaples on 17 July and were taken on strength with the 16th Battalion in the field two days later.
He suffered Influenza during the first half of August, 1916 and again was ill for a few days during mid-March, 1917.

On 11 April, 1917 was reported to have been wounded and missing in action and his fate was not known by military authorities until he sent a Postcard from Dulmen camp, Germany on 27 April, 1917 stating only “I am well.”

A German document identifying him as a prisoner dated 3 May, 1917 showed he was at Dulmen principal camp and had been captured at Reincourt on 11 April, 1917 and received a wound on his chin by a grenade.  His date of birth, details of his mother and her address were also included on the form.

Military authorities located his name on a list of prisoners transferred to Minden camp dated 23 May, 1917 and in a muster at Westfalen camp III on 11 August, 1917 where he appears to have remained.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:


The Red Cross Society had contact with Prisoners of War in Germany receiving letters from prisoners and forwarding gifts of comfort to assist them.  They received a Postcard dated 17 October, 1917 from him while interned at Munster 3 camp which said “I am in the best of health due to favours conferred by you.”
On 30 January, 1918 he wrote to the Red Cross again from Munster camp with news “I and all my English comrades are in the best of health.  We are all received parcels regularly.  We are allowed a concert occasionally.  The boys from the neighbouring camps come, so you can guess we have a jolly evening.

His Postcard dated 27 July, 1918 at Munster stated “Received parcel of books.  We are all getting our parcels here correctly, about twice monthly.  I am keeping very good health, like wise all the boys.
He was still a prisoner of war when Peace was declared and was released and repatriated to Mull on 6 December, 1918 and reported to Headquarters, London on December 11 and then granted leave until 11 January, 1919.
He entered the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on 3 January, 1919 and after 86 days curative care for a social disease was discharged on 29 March, 1919 to the Convalescent Camp at Parkhouse then on 15 April to No. 4 Group camp.  On 28 April, 1919 he was sent to Tidworth military hospital, Napsbury with mental disease being admitted on May 1.   He then was committed to Lord Derby War Hospital in Warrington from 21 July, 1919.  Notes from this hospital stated: “Has improved in mental condition, still depressed and deluded.”

Base Records kept his mother informed on his progress advising ‘improving’ several times.  Private Hanton embarked for Australia as a mental case on board H.T. Borda on 9 December, 1919.  
His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning published in the:


The transport docked in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 24 January, 1920.  Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 18 June, 1920 as medically unfit.

For serving his country Private 5478 Arnold Lester Ray Hanton, 16th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (10060) and the Victory Medal (9996).

In the Police Gazette of South Australia in 1922 the following was published:

ARNOLD LESTER RAE HANTON, by M.C. Kitchin, as a mental defective, at Cockburn; committed to mental hospital, Parkside.

Arnold Lester Rae Hanton died on 24 August, 1939 aged 46 years.  Announcement and arrangements were published in the:


Burial took place in the Light Oval A.I.F. portion of West Terrace Cemetery within row 10N in grave no. 4.
Inscription reads:

A.I.F.

5478 Private

A.L.B. HANTON

16 Battalion

25 August, 1939

Commonwealth War Grave West Terrace Cemetery, Adelaide, S.A.

Photo supplied by Dept.  of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission.


Chronicle Saturday November 5, 1915:


GONE INTO CAMP


The following men went into camp between October 28 and November 9:   A.L.R. Hanton,           


Article abridged





Observer Saturday May 26, 1917:


301ST CASUALTY LIST


Containing 1,042 names of soldiers of all the Australian States as follows:


	5478. Pte A.L.R. HANTON, Kadina (and missing)				Article abridged





Advertiser Wednesday December 31, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – THE BORDA


The members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australia by the Borda, which left England on December 2, are:


Other Duties:


	5478. Pte A.L.R. HANTON, 16th Bn.						Article abridged





Advertiser Saturday August 26, 1939:


DEATHS


HANTON. —On the 24th of August, at hospital, Arnold Lester Rae Hanton, late of Kadina, aged 46 years.


FUNERAL NOTICES


HANTON. —The Friends of the late Mr ARNOLD LESTER RAE HANTON, late 16th Battalion A.I.F. and formerly of Kadina are informed that his Funeral is appointed to leave the Funeral Parlour, 137 Magill Road, Maylands on SATURDAY at 10 a.m. for the A.I.F. Cemetery, West Terrace.


CHAS A BERRY


Funeral Director
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