SAPPER / PRIVATE WILLIAM MICHAEL HANNAN
3306 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 56th Battalion
William Michael Hannan was born in Cobar, New South Wales in 1878 the son of Thomas Richard and Elizabeth Mary (nee Crossman) Hannan.  He married in 1908 at Goulburn, NSW to Florence Elsie Smith and they had two sons, born in Lismore in 1912 and Sydney, NSW in 1914.
The twenty-nine-year-old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad at Winton, Queensland on 1 October, 1915 passing the preliminary medical examination with personal particulars of his height at 170cms (5ft 7ins) and a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  Address was Florida Street, Canbelego, NSW.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

At the recruiting depot in Townsville, Queensland on 9 October, 1915 passed the medical examination and   Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-92cms (34-36½ins) and a dark complexion, grey eyes and black hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his left arm.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Mr T.R. Hannon of Canbelego, NSW.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.  The recruits were sent to Brisbane (1st Military District) for training.

His name is in the shipping list published in the:
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Basic training commenced with B. Company, 7th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks and disciplinary action was taken for the following:
Exhibition (Bowen Camp) 
4/11/15 Offence – drunk and returning to camp at 10 a.m. using






Obscene language





Award: confined to barracks 7 days




          20/11/15 Offence – Absent without leave from 2 p.m. 18/11/15 to







1 p.m. 20/11/15





Award: 10 days detention a forfeits 2 day’s pay





4/12/15 Offence – Conduct prejudice of good order and military







Discipline





Award:
 confined to barracks 3 days

Brisbane

          18/12/15 Offence: (1) Drunkenness (2) causing a disturbance at







Jubilee Hotel (3) resisting arrest (4) absent without







Leave from 10 a.m. to 1.30 p.m. (3½ hrs)





Award: 14 days detention

Brisbane


2/1/16   Offence – (1) drunkenness (2) obscene language





Award:  7 days detention and 4 shillings cab fare

The officers’ commanding the 7the Depot Battalion wrote on 20 December, 1915 to Headquarters:

 (1) “as this man is not likely to become an efficient soldier, I recommend him for discharge.” (2) “This man started off well but lately he has proved himself to be a waster.  He is addicted to drink and when under the influence becomes absent and violent.  He is at present undergoing an award of 14 days detention.  I recommend his immediate discharge.”
He was discharged as unlikely to become an efficient soldier on 8 January, 1916.

On 18 January, 1916 he re-enlisted at Brisbane recruiting depot giving history he served 60 days with the A.I.F. Infantry but discharged due to drunkenness and breaking loose as the causes of his discharge.  Personal descriptions were almost the same as previously attested, and for next-of-kin renames his father Thomas Richard Hannan of Canbelego, NSW and sworn in the same day.

Training re-commenced the 11th Depot Battalion from 21 January, 1916 until 20 March when allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3306 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was reported in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  
Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  

The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

In trouble again the following was dealt with:



Offence:
Perham Downs 2/8/16 insubordinate language



Award:

12 days detention by C.O. 4th Tun. Coy 2/8/16

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot the next day.  On 30 September Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company working on dugouts at Trench 121 and Hill 63.
Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
8/4/17 drunkenness



Award:

14 days Field Punishment No. 2

He was awarded leave to England and while there the following occurred:



Offence:
While on Active Service overstaying leave from 10 a.m. 18/8/17 to





22/8/17 in London



Award:

4 day’s F.P. No.2


Total forfeiture:
9 day’s pay
Was wounded in action on 19 October, 1917 suffering a shell wound to his back and taken to the 3rd Aust Field Ambulance then transferred to the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.  The next day was admitted to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples until October 23 when invalided to England on the hospital ship Ville de Liege entering the 1st Southern General Hospital in Birmingham. 
There are no Unit Diaries for this period and the following is from Captain O.H. Woodward’s unpublished book My War Story of the Great War, who was also of the 1st Tunnelling Company working in Belgium:
ADVANCED ROADS AND DUGOUTS

On the 6th October, with 2 officers and 130 other ranks I started on the construction of the Forward Road from Westhoek Ridge to Zonnebeke.  We worked continuously on this road from 6th to 10th October inclusive, and from then on, every alternate day.  On the intermediate days we were engaged in bringing forward the necessary supplies to road material.  We completed the Road to its junction with the Potijze-Zonnebeke Road on the 18th October.

Base Records advised his father on 4 November, 1917 that it was reported his son had been wounded.

On 17 November was discharged to furlough and report to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott the following day. 

His name appeared in the Casualty Lists published in the:


He went before the Medical Board and given the following classifications in regards to his fitness:


22/11/17
classed as B1b debility


25/11/17
classed as B1b debility


28/11/17
classes as B1A1 debility

Records again advised his father on 2 December, 1917 that he had been admitted to hospital in England on 22 October, 1917.
Marched out on 23 January, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill remaining until 8 February when he proceeded from Southampton to France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the following day.  Re-joined his unit in the field on February 14.

Further punishment was issued for the following:



Crime:

When on active service drunkenness 17/5/18



Award:

16 days Field Punishment No. 2



Forfeiture:
28 day’s pay by C.O. 1st Tun Coy 29/5/18
He appeared before a Field General Court Martial on 29 August, 1918



Charge:
W.O.A.S. Drunkenness 13/7/18



Finding:
Guilty



Sentence:
35 days Field Punishment No.1





Sentence confirmed by Lieut.-Gen. Monash, Aust Corps





Period under charge 13/7/18 to 29/8/18



Forfeiture:
Concurrent 64 day’s pay

A transfer to the 56th Battalion A.I.F. took place in the field on 24 September, 1918 authorised by D.A.G. A.I.F. Headquarters and was taken on strength the same day,

He was with his Battalion when Peace was declared and remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district.

Leave was granted  on 17 November, 1918 re-joining on 5 December.  On 26 February was detached to the Salvage Party at Jeumont and re-joined his unit on April 4.

Marched out to the Aust General Base Depot No. 2 on 23 April, 1919 crossing to England in Quota No.41 on 30 April marching in to the No. 5 Group camp at Weymouth.
After demobilisation Private Hannan embarked for Australia on 23 June, 1919 on board H.T. Orita.  Base Records advised his father on 25 July that he was on his way home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District on 9 August, 1919 where he disembarked.  News of their impending arrival was published in the


His name was listed as returning to Brisbane and his non arrival was published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 28 September, 1919 as medically unfit.  For serving his country Sapper / Private 3306 William Michael Hannan, 1st Tunnelling Company / 56th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (46410) and the Victory Medal (45337).

He remarried at Ryde in 1920 to Ellen Maud Mary Duncan.

The War Service Homes Commission, Sydney wrote to Base Records on 7 October, 1926 stating that he was an applicant for assistance under the War Service Homes Act and lived at Kent Street, Epping and requested details of his war service.  Base Records replied on October 13 issuing a brief Statement of Service.
In 1930 the couple were living at 18 Wogler Road, Mosman working as a labourer and in 1933 were at 23 Countess Street, Mosman. 

Base Records forwarded a copy of his service records to the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission on 14 July, 1938.

Their residence in 1943 was 26 Aubin Street, Neutral Bay with the occupation of labourer.

William Michael Hannon passed away on 1 August, 1943 aged 65 years at Randwick.  Family announcements were placed in the:



His first wife Florence Hannan died in 1968 and his second wife Ellen Maud Hannan in 1964.
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Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday October 12, 1915:


LATE SHIPPING – VESSELS ON THE COAST


CANBERRA, Townsville to Melbourne, at Brisbane to-day. 7797-tons Captain R.F. Dolton.


Passengers: Messrs: W.M. Hannan							Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Monday November 26, 1917:


THE ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LISTS NOS. 356-357 – NAMES OF QUEENSLANDERS


WOUNDED


Spr. Wm Michael Hannan (Canbelego, N.S.W.)						.


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald August 9, 1919:


DISEMBARKING TODAY – TROOPS BY THE ORITA


The troops by the Orita will disembark this morning.  Friends and relatives who had received tickets marked “Orita” will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 8.45 a.m.  The Queensland soldiers will leave for the northern State by special train at 11.15 a.m.  


Motor cars numbered in the Red Cross Register from 27 to 113 will be required to be at No. 1 Wharf, Woolloomooloo at 9.15 a.m. today. 





Brisbane Courier Monday August 11, 1919:


THE ORITA COMPLEMENT


One nursing sister, 11 officers and 116 other ranks, who had journeyed from the United Kingdom on the transport Orita, returned to Brisbane by special train last night.  After being warmly welcomed at the Central Station the troops were accommodated in the cars provided by the Transport Corps, and moved off in a triumphal procession through the laneway of cheering civilians.  The following, who were originally listed, did not arrive: Private W.M. Hannan							Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday August 2, 1943:


FUNERALS


HANNAN—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Ellen Hannan, and of Marjorie, of Neutral Bay, are invited to attend the Funeral of her late beloved Husband and her Father, William Michael Hannan, ex 56th Battalion, 1st A.I.F.; to leave the residence of his sister (Mrs Gould), 84 Barker Street, Kingsford, This (Monday) Afternoon, at 3 o’clock for Botany Cemetery.


MOLLOY BROS


HANNAN—The Relatives and Friends of Mr and Mrs T. Hannan, Mrs M. Gray, Mr and Mrs J. Hannan, Mr and Mrs R. Gould, Mr and Mrs P. Hannan, and of Mrs James Hannan, are invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved Brother and Brother-in-law, William Michael Hannan.  For particulars, see family notice.


MOLLOY BROS





A section of Easter Suburbs Memorial Park


Photo sourced from Find-a-grave website





Interment took place on 2 August, 1943 in GBD General portion of Botany Cemetery (now known as Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park) within section BD in site position 0223.








