SAPPER SAMUEL GRIGGS
8041 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Samuel Griggs stated he was born in London, Middlesex, England about 1881 the son of William and Susan Griggs.   There is a birth for a Samuel Griggs in the second quarter of 1881 at Poplar, London.  He came to Australia as a seaman before 1906 working as a trimmer or fireman on the coastal passenger shipping around Australia and gave his place of birth as London.  
He was on the Tarcoola in Adelaide, South Australia on 24 November, 1913 then several weeks later the following was reported from Sydney, New South Wales in the:
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In 1916 he was staying at the Sailor’s Rest, Hobart.
At the recruiting depot in Hobart, Tasmania (6th Military District) on 9 February, 1917 the single thirty-five-year-old seaman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 174cms  (5ft 8¾ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-97cms (35½- 38ins) and had a fair complexion with his grey eyes testing to good vision in his right eye and fair sight in the left one and hair was brown.  Distinctive marks were tattoos of an eagle, flag and war ships on his chest, eagle and snake on right forearm, dancing girl, clasped hands and true love on the left forearm.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Susan Griggs of 68 Butcher’s Road, Custom House, London, England.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.  
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the: 
Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion at Claremont camp from 12 February to 7 May, 1917 then transferred to the Tunnellers Training camp at Seymour, Victoria allotted to the May, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  On 6 June went sick to MacLeod Hospital with a social disease returned to Seymour on August 16.  From there went for further instruction at Bendigo from August 28 to 2 November and returned to Seymour to prepare for departure.  Military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 8041.  
The troops left on November 20 for an overnight stay at Broadmeadows camp near Melbourne in readiness for departure abroad.
The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  
The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day.   

The reinforcements entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5.  They boarded on January 8, 1918 the Transport E620 Abbasiah, disembarking at Taranto, Italy on 12 January.  It was an unusual journey for the troops to undertake the weeklong train travel from Taranto to Cherbourg, France and while there, Sapper Griggs was admitted in isolation to a Cherbourg hospital on January 22, 1918.  The final part of his journey would have to cross the English Channel to Southampton, England disembarking about 13 February and a train journey to Tidworth marching into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse the following day.  

On 5 March, 1918 was declared AWL and an illegal absentee at a General Court of Inquiry held at Parkhouse on 22 March.  He was reported as apprehended in London on 7 April, 1918 and taken to the Aust Provost Camp.

He appeared before a District Court Martial held at Parkhouse on 18 April, 1918 with proceedings as:



Charged:
AWL from midnight 5/3/18 till apprehended at Canning Town 7/4/18



Pleaded:
Guilty



Finding:
Guilty



Sentence:
Forfeits 60 day’s pay


Confirmed:
by Major-General the Hon. Sir J.W. McCoy K.C.M.G., C.B. V.D. – G.O.C.





A.I.F. Depots in U.K. 23/4/18



Period awaiting trial:  8/4/18 till 17/4/18 inclusive (10 days)



Total forfeiture: 103 days

Sapper proceeded overseas from Southampton on 26 April, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  On 2 May marched out from the Aust Corps Depot at Caestre for the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on May 5 who were steadily working along the whole front from Lens through Loos, Hulluch and Vermelles to La Bassee.

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 9 February and returning on 23 February, 1919.  While on leave the following occurred.
At the Greenwich Registry Office, London on 20 February, 1919 Samuel Griggs (37) of 26 Camden Street, Peckham was married by licence to Emelie Little (43) widow of 20 Donnetts Grove, New Cross, daughter of William Bond (deceased) farmer by Registrar William A. Brumfield. 
Mrs Emelie Griggs became his next-of-kin at 20 Donnetts Grove, New Cross, London.

In France orders were received to report to the Aust Base Depot and left there on 28 April, 1919 crossing to England and disembarking at Southampton a day later.  While at Hurdcott he appeared before the Medical Board on 2 June and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:

Nil      (sgd.) S. Griggs


Present condition:
 
Good


Medical classification:
 A



Fit for service:

Yes








Hurdcott 2/6/19

Passing his final medical examination on 2 June marched out from No. 4 Group camp, Hurdcott to the A.I.F. Headquarters in London.
The Finance Officer wrote to Base Records requesting the district of enlistment of the soldier.  Base Records replied on 14 May, 1920 that this soldier enlisted in the 6th Military District.
Having recently been married Sapper Griggs chose to be discharged in England with his intended place of residence given as 20 Donnetts Grove, New Cross S.E.14. London.  He received all pay and allowances on 3 June, 1919 at London Headquarters and reserved all his Active and Deferred Pay over and above the sum of Fifteen Pounds Sterling ($30) received by him on 3/6/19.  He was also issued with the Parchment Discharge Certificate (No. B816) which stated he had served 2 years and 127 days of which 1 year and 210 days were served abroad.  No medals or decorations were issued at that time but two Blue Chevrons were dispensed for his uniform.
Military Discharge was issued in London in consequence of being demobilised with effect from 18 June, 1919.

On 30 June 1919 his Will was returned to the 6th Military District from Base Records and on 16 July, 1920 proceedings of the District Court Martial were lodged with the Attorney-General’s Department. 
The British War Medal (2653) and the Victory Medal (2653) were issued to wear to Sapper 8041 Samuel Griggs, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.  The Victory Medal was inscribed and issued from Australia House, London. 
It appears he made a voyage to Australia during 1921 on the Port Kembla ship from London working as a trimmer.
In the 1939 in a Register of Citizens there are a couple listed as follows at Deptford Met B that is possibly them:


Samuel Griggs born 27 May, 1881 builders’ labourer


Emelie Griggs  born 11 Nov, 1877 domestic duties.

His service is commemorated on the Roll of Honour Board for Hobart, Tas.


Some of his voyages have been recorded as follows:

	Year
	Ship
	Age
	Place of Birth
	Occupation
	Destination
	Date

	1906
	Oroya
	27
	London
	Trimmer
	Bne-Syd
	6-Jul-06

	1906
	Oroya
	28
	London
	Trimmer
	Bne-Syd
	3-Sep-06

	1907
	Oroya
	25
	London
	Trimmer
	
	Apr-07

	1908
	Banffshire
	28
	London
	Fireman
	Bne-Syd
	14-Dec-08

	1910
	Carpentaria
	29
	London
	Fireman
	Bne-Syd
	15-Mar-10

	1910
	Marathon
	29
	London
	Fireman
	Bne-Syd
	10-Oct-10

	1913
	Waimate
	32
	London
	Fireman
	Bne-Syd
	25-Jan-13

	1913
	Tarcoola
	
	
	Trimmer
	Adelaide
	

	1915
	Aramac
	33
	London
	Trimmer
	Bne-Syd
	29-Jan-15

	1915
	Canberra
	33
	London
	Trimmer
	Melb.
	13-Jan-16

	1915
	SS Riverina
	
	
	Fireman
	
	Apr-15

	1921
	Pt Kembla
	39
	London
	Trimmer
	London
	10-Jun-21
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Examiner (Launceston) Saturday December 27, 1913:


ASHORE FOR CHRISTMAS – FIREMEN JUMP OVERBOARD


Seized apparently with a sudden irresistible impulse to spend Christmas ashore, two firemen S. Smith and S. Griggs, serving on the coastal passenger liner Bombala, provided a sensation by jumping overboard from that vessel last evening, as she was steaming down the river, bound for Sydney, with a large crowd of Christmas excursionists.  As soon as possible after the men jumped overboard a boat was manned and despatched in pursuit of them, Captain Hurford fearing that the foolhardy pair might be drowned.  A substantial start had been gained, however, by the fugitives and they defied their efforts of the boat’s crew to overtake them.


As a third fireman had failed to join the Bombala before she left the wharf, the loss of the others left the vessel with three hands short in the stokehold, a contingency which might have necessitated her anchoring until the vacant places were filled by other men from the shore.  Luckily however, two steerage passengers save the situation by proffering their services, in return for a free passage to Sydney, as well as a bonus of £1 each.  Captain Hurford accepted this offer, and the vessel resumed her voyage.





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Friday February 16, 1917:


ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The following 23 men have entered the Claremont camp:


S. Griggs, seaman, Hobart								Article abridged





Portion of Roll of Honour Board Hobart, Tasmania


Photo sourced from Monument Australia website 








