SAPPER ALFRED GREEN
8040 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Georgetown, Tasmania was the birthplace of Alfred Green on 28 June, 1875 the son of William and Mary Anne (nee Wilks) Green.  He married in 1908 at the Methodist Parsonage, Hobart to Mary Brown and in 1914 their residence was 3 Melville Street, Hobart Central.
At the recruiting depot in Hobart (6th Military District) on 4 August, 1917 the forty-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad lowering his age by two years.  He had been previously rejected for service due to a hammer toe and a medical note states he was fit for the Miners’ Corps.  
Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-92cms (33½-36ins) and a fair complexion with his blue eyes testing to fair eyesight in the right eye and good vision in the left one and hair was light brown.  Distinctive marks were tattoos of a cross on back of left forearm, flag and A.G. on front of right forearm.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mary Green of 63 Brisbane Street, Hobart, Tas.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day. 
Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion at Claremont camp from 6 August, 1917 until transferred to the Tunnellers Training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) on 8 September and allotted to the May Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies training at Bendigo to 2 November.  
They returned to Seymour until November 19 to prepare for departure.  Military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 8040.  The reinforcements proceeded for an overnight stay at Broadmeadows camp but Sapper Green was placed on command guard duty at the wharf.

The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day.  They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5.  The Reinforcements left Port Said aboard the H.M.T. B:102 Kashgar on January 9 arriving at Taranto, Italy on January 20.  A week later in Italy were entrained at Bordighira on January 27 and reached Cherbourg, France at the end of the month.  On January 31, 1918 the H.M.T. C.O.168 Mona’s Queen conveyed them across the English Channel where they disembarked at Southampton, England on February 2, 1918.  A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse. 

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 15 March, 1918 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Sapper left the Aust Corps Depot on March 20 for the 2nd Tunnelling Company who were working on Artillery Dugouts in hard chalk and additions to Brigade Headquarters.  Heavy enemy gas bombardments were taking place with over 60,000 shells fired on the Corps front causing evacuations due to effects of gas.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following:



“15/3/18

20 further reinforcements marched in from Aust Corps Depot. “


 

He was taken on strength with the company on March 24, 1918.
He reported sick to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance on 22 May, 1918 with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) re-joining his unit on May 26.  A second attack occurred on 2 July placing him at the 5th Aust Field Ambulance until he returned to his unit for duty on July 7.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave was granted and taken to the United Kingdom from 15 February, 1919 but while on leave reported sick to Headquarters, London, then was admitted to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on February 17 due to a fractured right thumb.  Was discharged to furlough but returned for treatment of hammer toe on 8 March and reported to the No.1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on April 23.

Marched into No.2 Group camp at Sutton Veny on April 26 from Headquarters.

After demobilisation Sapper Green embarked for Australia on 4 June, 1919 on board H.T. Mahia.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 14 July that he was returning home.    
His name was among those listed as returning published in the:
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The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 17 July, 1919 with their arrival reported in the:


The Tasmanians returned to their State.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th Military District) on 4 September, 1919 as medically unfit.  Disability – debility and cardiac inefficiency.
He was issued on 29 October, 1919 with the G.R.I. (Silver War Badge No. A48907) at the 6th Military District Barracks.

The 6th Military District, Anglesea Barracks, Hobart sent to Base Records on 25 February, 1920 documents and information dates that the soldier had returned and was discharged as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (8214) and the Victory Medal (7892) were issued to wear to Sapper 8040 Alfred Green, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Receipted delivery of the both medals were signed for on 3 October, 1922 at Anglesea Barracks. 

In 1922 the couple were at 54 Brisbane Street, Hobart Central with his occupation as a miner.

The Hobart Department of Repatriation requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and prepared on 13 October, 1925.

He wrote to Base Records on 3 October, 1933 from 42 Wellington Street, North Hobart for a Total Disabled Soldier Badge to send to his address.  Records sent him their circular on the procedure but no further correspondence took place.
In 1937 their residence was at 155 Collins Street, Hobart West with no occupation.  282 Liverpool Street, Hobart was home in 1943.

His wife Mary Green passed away on 23 November, 1943 with arrangements published in the:


Burial took place in Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart.
In 1949 he was living at 50 Faraday Street, Hobart West.

On 19 January, 1951 the Department of Works and Housing, War Service Homes Division, 148 Macquarie Street, Hobart contacted Base Records in regards to a request for assistance under the War Service Homes Act.  For the purpose of the Act it was necessary to confirm his service as listed as satisfactory.  Base Records replied on 22 January with a statement of his records and advised his service was satisfactory. 

His address in 1954 was listed in Electoral Rolls as 50 Faraday Street, West Hobart.


Alfred Green passed away on 16 February, 1968 aged 91 years.  
Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Cornelian Bay Cemetery within section DD in grave no. 310 with his wife.

His service is commemorated in the Tasmanian Garden of Remembrance, Cornelian Bay Cemetery with a plaque on Wall 6, Row B.
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Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday July 29, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – MEN EN ROUTE


The attached lists of troops are shortly returning from abroad per Mahia:


Spr Green, 2nd Tunn. Coy, Hobart							Article abridged








The Herald Thursday July 17. 1919:


MAHIA TROOPS LAND


Crowds lined the streets this afternoon and gave the troops from the Mahia a warm welcome.  The reception was the warmest which has been seen for several months, due to apparently the fact that the contingent was a very large one, numbering more than 600 and the people were in a holiday mood owing to the approach of Peace Day.


The Victorian troops were taken to the depot and dealt with and the Tasmanians went to the Domain camp pending arrangements for their transport.  The South Australians went on by special train, and the soldiers for New South Wales and Queensland remained on board, and will complete their voyage by sea.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday November 24, 1943:


DEATHS


GREEN—On November 23, 1943, at her residence, 282 Liverpool St., Hobart, Mary (Gran), beloved wife of Alfred Green, and loving mother of Alice (Mrs McQueeney), of 44 Pitt St., North Hobart, aged 83 years.


FUNERAL NOTICES


GREEN—Funeral of the late Mrs Mary (Gran) Green, late 282 Liverpool St, Hobart, will move from Funeral Parlours Thursday (Tomorrow) at 11.30 am for Cornelian Bay Cemetery.  Friends invited to attend.
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His plaque in the Tasmanian Garden of Remembrance, Hobart, Tas.


Photo sourced from Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








