SAPPER / PRIVATE GEORGE WILLIAM GRAY
7212 – Tunnelling Reinforcements / 7212A – 3rd Pioneer Battalion
Toowoomba, Queensland was the birthplace of George William Gray on 15 September, 1900 the son of Thomas and Augusta (nee Gossow) Gray.  

At the Darling Down Recruiting Depot in Toowoomba on 8 January, 1917 the almost eighteen-year-old applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination subject to dental examination.  Due to him being under twenty-one years of age both parents signed the form which was witnessed by Percy A. Atkinson J.P. of Ruthven Street, Toowoomba.  Personal particulars taken show the single labourer was 181cms (5ft 11ins) tall with a chest expansion of 97-102cms (38-40ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Forms of Attestation were completed on January 10 and describe him as weighing 73.6kgs (162lbs), a fresh complexion, good vision in his hazel eyes and dark brown hair.  His faith was Methodist.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his mother Mrs Augusta Gray but later changed to his father Thomas Gray of Kennedy Street, Toowoomba.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:

[image: image1.jpg]?’(;9“”‘““!)(':%'? o

% S 3 3
e 3R
1 ‘GEORGE WILLIAM
" GRAY |
S passED Awav APRIL 22.1981

AGED 80 YEARS
| Ar Resr

F—





Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane with A. Coy 11th Depot Battalion from 23 January, 1917 to February 17 and was granted four days Home Leave from February 2 “to see his people and do business” then allotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District).  On 14 March was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies on May 20 for further training.  
He went sick to the Seymour Clearing Hospital for two days from 13 July due to Influenza. In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with his mother Mrs Augusta Gray of Kennedy Street, Toowoomba.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7212.
The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

While in camp on 7 November, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion Details at Sutton Veny and taken on strength the same day.  On 20 January, 1918 left with a working party for Codford and returned on January 26.

Went AWL on 5 February, 1918 until apprehended by military police on 11 February being awarded 6 days Field Punishment No. 2 and with total forfeiture of 13 day’s pay after being in custody awaiting trial for one day.

On 6 March, 1918 proceeded overseas for France from Southampton marching into the Aust Infantry Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Marched out to join the 3rd Pioneer Battalion and taken on strength. 
Was re-attested soon after with his regimental number becoming 7212A.

On 22 August, 1918 was wounded in action and admitted to the 14th Aust Field Ambulance with a gunshot flesh wound to his left shoulder progressing to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station then transferred to the 1st Aust General Hospital in Rouen on August 23.  Was transferred to England on the hospital ship Essequibo and admitted to the War Hospital in Exeter on August 26 for further treatment of wound “back scapular upon shoulder.”
Base Records regretted to advise next-of-kin on 3 September that it was reported that Private Gray had been wounded.  His postal address for correspondence was also included.  They again advised on September 18 it was reported that he had been admitted to Exeter War Hospital, England on 26/8/18 suffering from a gunshot wound left shoulder, mild.

Discharged to furlough on 1 October, 1918 and reported to the No. 1 Command Depot on October 15.  Marched in from Headquarters, London to Sutton Veny camp classed with B1a2 debility.  Marched out on 5 November to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Devereill and was there when Peace was declared.
Private Gray embarked for Australia on 25 January, 1919 on board H.T. Ceramic.  Base Records advised his father on 11 February that he was returning home.

His name was among those list as returning in the:
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He entered the ship’s hospital on 8 March with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) and discharged to duty ten days later.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 14 March, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:


The Queensland soldiers returned to quarantine at Lytton in Brisbane (1st M.D.) and were released on March 26 to a noisy welcome home reported in the:


He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 6 Aust General Hospital the same day and his statement of case reads:

Clouds of Albuminuria in urine and granulation



Caused by (a) military service 


Dentally fit.  Demobilisation was recommended

He was re-tested on 24 April, 1919 with no albumen recorded.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 23 May, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
Private Gray returned to Kennedy Street, Toowoomba, later numbered as 14.

He married on 21 August, 1920 in Toowoomba to Florence Amelia Chadwick and resided at 14 Kennedy Street, Toowoomba with his occupation as a gas stoker.  

The British War Medal (31012) and the Victory Medal (29335) were issued for serving his country to Sapper / Private 7212 George William Gray, Tunnelling Reinforcements / 3rd Pioneer Battalion. 

He re-enlisted with the Australian Army on 10 September, 1941 at Toowoomba aged 40 years.  Next-of-kin nominated was Florence Gray.  Description was fair complexion with hazel eyes and two scars left upper part.  On 20 September was taken on strength with the 1st Garrison Battalion, Northern Command until April, 1942 when transferred to the 32nd Garrison Battalion.  In October was a catering supervisor until transferred to the Aust Army Medical Corps in June, 1943 in the Qld Line of Command Area.  Four days later was admitted to Dalby Hospital with Influenza until 5 July returned to the 1st Garrison Battalion in the field.  Private Q119158 Gray marched out on 18 January, 1944 for discharge at Line of Command in Redbank and issued with a railway warrant to Toowoomba.
His wife petitioned for a divorce with the following reported in the:



In 1958 he was listed in Electoral Rolls at 25 Bingera Street, Bundaberg with the occupation of gas stoker.  
In 1981 he was at 54 George Street, South Bundaberg.
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Daily Mail (Brisbane) Thursday January 11, 1917:


MEN FROM THE DOWNS


TOOWOOMBA.  Wednesday—Five men presented themselves for enlistment at the Downs Central Recruiting Depot to-day.  Four were accepted and the fifth was rejected.  The names of those accepted and sworn in were: George William Gray (Toowoomba), Arthur Arden Davenport Clarson (Yangan), John Molloy (Hughenden) and Kenneth Douglas Clarkson (Warwick).





Darling Downs Gazette Wednesday February 26, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – EXPECTED HOME SHORTLY – BY THE S.S. CERAMIC


BRISBANE, Tuesday.  The following troops are private unless otherwise stated are returning by the Ceramic which is due shortly.


G.W. Gray, Toowoomba									Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Thursday March 20, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – SOLDIERS FROM THE CERAMIC


Troops who returned to Australia a few days ago on the transport Ceramic and are now in quarantine will disembark at the New Pier, Port Melbourne, at 10 o’clock on Sunday morning, subject to pratique being granted.





Brisbane Courier Thursday March 27, 1919:


THE CERAMIC CONTINGENT – A HEARTY WELCOME HOME


The returned soldiers from the Ceramic, who were released from quarantine yesterday afternoon, had a particularly hearty reception.  As the Koopa turned into the New Farm reach it seemed as if the cords of every hooter, whistle, or siren of all the vessels in the vicinity of the city were pulled simultaneously.  The din continued until the last soldier stepped ashore to receive the warmest of welcomes from the large crowd of relatives, friends and soldier patients who had gathered at the Kangaroo Point Hospital jetty.    
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Continues:


The soldiers, who numbered 245, were under the command of Lieut. French.  They had no complaints to make concerning their treatment either on the voyage or in the quarantine camp, where the unavoidable tedium was made more bearable by the untiring efforts of the Red Cross and the other institutions which attend to the welfare of the troops.   									Article abridged





Truth (Brisbane) Sunday November 19, 1944:


RIBBON-TIED LOVE LETTERS WERE SHOCK TO WIFE


Nothing rouses a wife’s suspicions more than when she finds love letters from another woman in her husband’s possession.


Friends had been whispering in the pink ear of Mrs Florence Amelia Gray, of Kennedy-street, Toowoomba, for a long time before she struck a sheaf of ribbon-tied love in her husband’s possession; until then she took no action because—as in the of most martyred wives—of the children.


But when the letters came to light those was nothing any self-respecting woman could do but take her troubles to a judge.  And so Mrs Gray successfully petitioned Judge Philp for her matrimonial freedom in Brisbane Divorce Court on Friday although it was on the grounds of her husband’s straying with an unknown woman.


Mrs Gray told the judge that she was married to George William Gray in Toowoomba on August 21, 1920, and lived with her husband at Paddington and Toowoomba until he joined the garrison battalion in September, 1942.


When her husband was on leave, he did not stay with her and told her he was returning to Dalby the same night, she said.


“I thought there was something wrong, but hoped for the best, and the following week a friend told me something,” she added.  “My husband came to Toowoomba about September 10, 1943, and told me he was going to New Guinea.  That night I went to a dance in Toowoomba and saw my husband dancing with Susan Amelia Anderson, about whom I had been told.						
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Continues:


“He had every dance with this woman.” Continued the wife, “and after he had gone back to Dalby, I wrote to him and told him I had heard that he had been running around with this woman.”


Mrs Gray added that on account of the children, she decided to take action then.  Her husband was discharged from the Army in January, 1944, and when he came home, she asked him if he were going to continue his friendship with the woman.


“He said, I’m going to stick to her.  She is a married woman—Mrs Susan Anderson, with two children.  Her husband is a railwayman and lives at Cairns and is going to get a divorce.”


Mrs Gray then told her husband that she would not be a wife to him any longer, and he left her about six weeks later.  		


Before he left, she found a bundle of letters secreted in her husband’s room.


Specimens of these, which she produced.


Subsequently Mrs Gray went to the School of Arts Hotel, Toowoomba, and examined the register noting an entry: “private Gray and wife.”  In September last, she went to the Criterion Hotel and noted another entry in her husband’s handwriting.


Mrs Gray was granted a decree nisi for divorce on the grounds of her husband’s adultery with a woman unknown, and an order for costs against her husband.						


Article abridged








His headstone in Bundaberg Cemetery, Qld


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website 


submitted by Glenn Nelson





George William Gray passed away on 22 April, 1981 aged about 80 years.  Interment took place on April 24 in the Lawn portion of Bundaberg Cemetery within section L5A in grave no. 395.





Toowoomba Roll of Honour at 549 Ruthven Street, Toowoomba


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs website





His name is commemorated on the Toowoomba Roll of Honour.








