SAPPER CHARLES EDWARD GOREY
3299 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Pannmallilloo or Pannoomilloo was in the district of Echuca, Victoria but the place name has disappeared over time.  Present day calculations give its location about 27 kilometres (17miles) from Echuca.
Charles Edward Gorey stated he was born in Pannmallilloo, Victoria on 18 September, 1878 the son of Edward William and Sophia Josephine (nee Evans) Gorey who were fruit growers.  He was known to his siblings as Boney.  From 1903 to 1905 he is listed working as a labourer and living with his parents at Whroo, Vic and perhaps worked there several more years until he ventured north to work at Mourilyan in North Queensland registered during 1912 and 1913 and at South Townsville later that year.  He was also a labourer at Finch Hatten, in the Mackay district in 1915.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Queensland (1st Military District) on 7 December, 1915 the thirty-seven-year-old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  His signatures are the only details on the Application form and was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms describe him as 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 58.6kgs (129lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) and a dark complexion with fair eyesight in his blue eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were one vaccination scar on his left arm and a scar on the right shin.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Mary Tennant of Police Station, Cobram, Vic.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced with D. Company, 9th Depot Battalion then allotted for further instruction to the 17th Reinforcements to the 15th Battalion.  On 3 March was transferred to the Tunnelling Corps and allotted on 24 March to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 11 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3299 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  
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He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney with the event covered by the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 
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In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot two days later.  Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 30 September who were situated at Bailleul working on the dugouts at Hill 63 and trench 121.
His name was among those published in the Catholic Soldiers’ Guild in the:
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The company had been relocated to Poperinghe, Belgium and working on Infantry subways, dugouts and galleries of the underground mining system of Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59) during February, 1917.  The ground was frozen hampering their work.  
On 7 February, 1917 Sapper was accidentally injured suffering a dislocated right shoulder and taken to the 69th Field Ambulance.

The following is taken from the Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company for that day:

“Poperinghe, 1917.
February 7th
Crater work heard from L.9.5 & “D” right.  Leads tested: all normal.  Melbourne gallery 55’3”.  Berlin adit. ext. 37’0”; Larchwood spoil adit. 59’0”; “C” Gallery 44’0”; Infantry subway 79’3”; Australian dugouts 87’6”.”

The Commanding Officer completed a report for Headquarters on 10 February, 1917 as follows:


Admitted to hospital 7/2/17.  Dislocated shoulder – trivial nature – in all probability will not interfere

with his future efficiency as a soldier.  He claims performing military duty at the time of accident.


O.C. 1st Tun. Co. reports accident occurred 7/2/17 while returning from duty in the trenches.


Soldier in no way to blame.

On 10 February, 1917 was transferred to the 23rd Divisional Rest Station then the following day to the 71st Field Ambulance until 20 February when admitted to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station for two days. Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.28 to Wimereux entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital.  

Departed for England from Boulogne on 5 March, 1917 on the hospital ship St Andrew and admitted to the 1st Southern General Hospital, Birmingham for further treatment.  On March 24 was discharged to furlough and reported as ordered to the Depot at Wareham then marched into the Infantry Drafting Depot at Perham Downs.
Proceeded to France on 4 June, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and left to re-join his unit on June 12 arriving a day later for duty.

On 29 September, 1917 Sapper was wounded in action suffering shell severe wounds to his neck and left arm and taken to the 3rd Aust Field Ambulance.
There is no Unit Diary for this period but the company was at Dranoutre in late August and early September, 1917. The following extract by Captain O.H. Woodward, also of the 1st Tunnelling Company, describes their operations in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War:

“ADVANCED ROADS AND DUGOUTS
The first stage of the Menin Road Battle commenced at 5 a.m. on the 20th September and was successful, all objectives being reached. The other three sections of our Company were attached to the attacking Infantry in order to examine and consolidate any Dugouts or “Pill Boxes” captured.  The term “Pill Box” was given to strongly reinforced concrete structure built on the surface, the enemy favouring this type of structure to the Dugout.  The majority of Pill Boxes formed Machine Gun emplacements and apart from direct capture by the Infantry they were almost impregnable.  The entrance to these Pill boxes naturally faced the enemy’s lines so one of the tasks of our men was to construct an opening on the opposite side.

At 5.50 a.m. on the 26th September, the second stage of our attack was launched and so far as the A.I.F. was concerned all objectives were gained on schedule.  On their left flank, however, the Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders were temporarily held up as the enemy launched a strong counter attack just before our Zero hour.  On the right flank the 33rd Division only reached the second objective.

On the nights of 28th and 29th September, the enemy planes heavily bombed our Advanced Billets area, searching for the 15” Naval Gun.  Over 50 bombs were dropped each night, but the damage done was relatively small.”
On 1 October, 1917 was moved to the 8th General Hospital in Rouen remaining until 23 November, 1917 when invalided to England on the hospital ship Essequibo and admitted a day later to the New End Military Hospital, Hampstead with gunshot wounds left arm and hand.

Base Records advised his sister by mail dated 13 October, 1917 that her brother had been reported seriously wounded and his address for correspondence was included.  His name was in the 361st Casualty List published in the:

Mrs Tennant was again advised by Base Records on 30 November that her brother had been admitted to No. 8 Aust General Hospital with a gunshot wound neck and arm, severe.  Further notice went out on 12 December to say he was transferred to England to the New End Section Hospital, Hampstead on 24/11/17 and news that he was removed from the seriously ill list followed on December 17.
Sapper was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield on 19 December, 1917.

Base Records notified Mrs Tennant on 30 January, 1918 that her brother was now reported convalescent.

He was discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 2 February, 1918 then granted furlough on February 11 and marched in from Headquarters to Weymouth on 25 February.

His sister notified Base Records that she was now residing in High Street, Shepparton and be so kind as to address all communication regarding her brother there and thanked them for past notices.  This was acknowledged on 20 February, 1918 by printed card.

Sapper Gorey embarked from Plymouth, England for discharge in Australia on 5 April, 1918 for a change, due to the shell wound left arm, on H.T. Borda.  Base Records advised his sister on 11 April that he was returning home.
Medical notes during the voyage were: Improving use of hand.  Still has marked wasting due to ulnar injury.  Shoulder dislocated 24/4/18 (second occasion) still on electrical treatment massage of shoulder.
His name was in the list of soldiers returning and published in the:

His sister Mary Tennant, High Street, Shepparton, V. wrote to Base Records after receiving notice that her brother was returning under list Y.  As her brother enlisted in Queensland and would probably have to proceed there, she would be grateful if they would grant him extended leave to visit his only relatives in Shepparton, namely his father, mother and herself.  Could they forward her the usual pass to visit her brother at the boat.

Base Records replied on 8 May, 1918 that normal procedure of events was to return where he enlisted to Brisbane but approval was given for members of the Force who were being invalided to Australia to disembark at intermediate ports, provided he, or relatives, will undertake to pay the cost of return to the district in which he enlisted, should he be required to re-join his unit.  If it was desired such action to be taken, she should communicate at once to the Military Commandant, Victoria Barracks, Melbourne who would also supply her with a Pass for admission to the Barracks Square.

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 29 May, 1918.

Went before the Medical Board in Melbourne there on 15 June, 1918 and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
shell wound left arm


Date of disability:
29.9.17

Place of disability:
Ypres


Essential facts:
E.H. wound left arm.  Ulna nerve severed.  Wound excised, nerve





sutured 29/9/17.  Two days later suppurated olitete? removed and pus





evacuated.  Now has signs of median and ulna paralysis.


Cause of disability:
shell wound, sepsis


Caused by:

active service

Present condition:
Movements arm and forearm present.  Wasting Thenar Hypothenar emaciated.  Flexion fingers very weak.  Cannot abduct or adduct fingers.


Small muscles thumb not acting.  Loss sensation ulnar median Int.


artery nerves.  

Electrical:  Ulna: R.D. of all muscles hand.  Partial R.D. of muscles


in hand and forearm.

Disability causes:
In action: yes; Field Service: yes; On duty: yes; Off duty: no.

Was operation performed: Excision wound

Dental:
Not dental

Recommendation:
C3 Change to Australia

Board Opinions:
Active service during present war G.S.W.

Disability permanent:
Yes

Livelihood capacity:
Total

Finding:
C.3 for General Service and Home Service for 6 months

Approved:
Headquarters 12/3/18


He was treated further in the No. 11 Aust General Hospital at Caulfield where on 24 June, 1918 his present condition was reported as signs of median ulnar ?  Wasting of interossei.  To have massage.

According to his family’s history he returned to Shepparton and attended a welcome home by the Soldier Fathers’ Association early in July, 1918.

The former soldier reported to No. 16 Aust General Hospital where the Orthopaedic Department on 22 October, 1918 reported – There are definite signs of ulnar recovery.  Progress is slow and he will require many weeks treatment yet.  Again at No. 16 Aust G. Hospital on 30 October, 1918 his report was – Heart, Lungs clear.  Urine – nil.  For Board and discharge as permanently unfit.  Retain for treatment.  Incapacity total while in hospital.  Appeared before the Medical Referee Board No. 3 on 6 November, 1918 who recommended discharge as permanently unfit and retain incapacity total.
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 21 November, 1918 as wounded.

It appears that he may have applied under the Soldiers’ Settlers Scheme and was successful in taking up a lease at Yanco in 1920 with the following published in the: 

Due to his disability the work of establishing a new farm may have proved too strenuous in 1921 and he returned to Queensland.

The Queensland branch of the Department of Repatriation wrote to Base Records on 16 May, 1921 asking for a copy of his service and overseas medical records which were forwarded and to be returned when completed.  These were returned to Records on 1 June, 1921.
The British War Medal (44063) and the Victory Medal (43348) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 3299 Charles Edward Gorey, 1st Tunnelling Company.

On 5 April, 1923 he had written from Bundaberg Post Office, Queensland to Base Records wishing to make application for his General Service Medal and Victory Medal which he said he was entitled to and gave his service particulars.  These medals had not been collected at the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  Both Medals were forwarded to him on 31 May, 1923 by registered post (3078) and he receipted delivery on 5 June, 1923.
He returned to Victoria where the following occurred and reported in the:

He wrote to Base Records in 1939 from Eaglehawk Post Office, Vic asking for a declaration form as he had lost his military discharge and required a duplicate having attained the age of 60 years and was going to apply for the Soldiers Old Age Pension.
He declared at Eaglehawk on 29 May, 1939 in a Statutory Declaration that the circumstances in which the said loss occurred that the wallet containing war medals and discharge and other property was taken from his tent.  Military Discharge not held by any one to the best of my knowledge.

A Statement of Service was forwarded on 6 June, 1939 to him.
Charles Edward (Boney) Gorey died about 26 August, 1949 in his camp on the riverbank, North Deniliquin aged 70 years.  Interment took place on the Methodist portion of Deniliquin cemetery two days later by Charles Ernest Perren, undertaker with Rev. Henry Robinson conducting the burial service.  There is no headstone.

Coroner’s report stated he died of natural causes to wit coronary occlusion deciding against an Inquest into his death. 
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Footnote:
The following information comes from the Gorey History website:

“Charles would have been met at the boat by his sister and taken to Shepparton.  He attended a welcome party with his brother Bill on Friday, July 11, 1917 at Grahamvale.  Mr Roxburgh, representing the Shepparton Fathers’ Association was reported in the Shepparton News as saying he hoped aid would be extended to all the Grahamvale soldiers in need of it “for too much could not be done for such men.”
Charles had a wandering spirit and didn’t stay long in Shepparton, although if he had wished he could have applied for land under the Soldier Settler scheme like his brother, but possibly his injury prohibited heavy manual work.
Charles was rarely seen by his relatives, although he did make several visits to his brother Bill at Shepparton between 1942 and 1948.  William’s daughter Evelyn Smith recalls the visits happening while her family operated the Central Dining Rooms in Wyndham Street.  Charles used to stay for several days and then disappear again.  She said he used to wear a black suit.  “He looked scruffy, but a gentleman.”  He was not conversational and did not stay with his relatives overnight.  Evelyn thought he used to camp out in a nearby park.
Charles appears to have lost all contact with his brothers and sisters apart from Bill.  In fact, Mary Tennant and Ned Gorey both believed he had died in the mid 1930’s.  At least that’s the information Mary’s daughter, Mena Bailey, remembers receiving from them.  Both had said their brother lived a nomadic life, picking spuds for an occasional income, and Ned believed he was an alcoholic. 
His brother Michael told his children that the persistent howling of Charles’ trusty dog alerted neighbours to investigate.

His brother Bill, then living at McLeod Road, Carrum, confirmed the personal details for the death certificate in October that year (1949).  Charles’ burial at Deniliquin on August 28 is believed to have been paid for by the RSL.

Bill’s daughter Evelyn Smith said the family was disappointed that police hadn’t contacted them earlier.”

www.goreyhistory.com 
His two brothers also served:
PRIVATE EDWARD HAROLD GOREY

3397 – 57th Battalion

Corop, Victoria was the birthplace of Edward Harold Gorey on 16 August, 1888 the son of Edward Willian and Sophia Josephine (nee Evans) Gorey.

The twenty-eight-year-old labourer enlisted at Trafalgar on 22 March, 1917 and described in Attestation forms as single, 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 78kgs (161lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-92cms (34-36½ins).  Dark was his complexion with hazel-blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar over his left eyebrow, three vaccination marks, two scars below left knee and ankle.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Sophia Gorey of Shepparton, Vic.  He had been rejected previously for defective teeth but was sworn in on March 22.
Basic training commenced with G company, 2nd Depot Battalion at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne from April 16, 1917.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 3397.
The Reinforcements embarked from Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 21 June, 1917 on the transport HMAT A29 Suevic and disembarked at Liverpool, England on 25 September, 1917 and marched in to the 15th Training Battalion at Hurdcott.

Proceeded overseas to France on 18 December, 1917 and taken on strength a week later with the 57th Battalion in the field.

Was wounded in action on 26 April, 1918 suffering a gunshot wound to his back and gas poisoning and was treated at the 6th General Hospital in Rouen then invalided to England on the hospital ship Tully Castle for further treatment at Alexandra Hospital, Casham.
Returned to France on 10 August, 1918 and re-joined his unit but wounded in action (2nd occasion) on August 30 receiving a shell wound to his eye and taken to the 2nd General Hospital, Havre and re-joined his unit on 4 October, 1918.  He was with his unit when Peace was declared.

Came home to Australia from Devonport, England on the H.T. Bakara departing on 24 July, 1919 disembarking in Melbourne on 27 September.

Received his military discharge in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 8 December, 1919 as medically unfit.  The British War Medal (66521) and the Victory Medal (64041) were issued to Private 3397 Edward Harold Gorey, 57th Battalion for serving his country.

He died at Tecoma, Vic on 19 December, 1971.  Cremation took place at Springvale Botanical Cemetery and on December 23 ashes were scattered as requested.
CORPORAL WILLIAM EVANS GOREY
2864 – 24th Battalion
Corop, Victoria was the birthplace of William Evans Gorey on 12 January, 1882 the son of Edward William and Sophia Josephine (nee Evans) Gorey.
At thirty-three-years of age the single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination on 15 July, 1915 at Shepparton, Vic.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 66kgs (146lbs) with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins) having a dark complexion with grey eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were 2 vaccination scars on his left arm and religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next of kin nominated was his father Edward Gorey of Shepparton, Vic.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken the same day.
Basic training commenced at the Depot at Broadmeadows camp and allotted to the 6th Reinforcements to the 21st Battalion. The Reinforcements embarked from Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 October, 1915 on the troopship R.M.S. Moldavia and disembarked at the Suez and he was taken on strength with the 21st Battalion at Tel-El-Kebir, Egypt on 7 January, 1916.  On 19 March the Reinforcements proceeded to France to join the British Expeditionary Forces and disembarked at Marseilles on March 28.
Was appointed to be Lance Corporal on November 27, 1916 until February 14 when re-appointed to Temporary Corporal.  On May 1 was promoted to Corporal.
Wounded in action on 3 May, 1917 by a gunshot wound to his face and sent to the 12th General Hospital in Rouen for treatment.  The hospital ship Western Australia conveyed him to England on 22 May where he was admitted to the Military Hospital at Richmond for further treatment.
Discharged to furlough on 6 June and reported to Perham Downs camp where he remained until proceeded to France on 9 July from Southampton. Re-joined his unit being supernumerary to re-establishment on 1 October and was returned to Rollestone, England to the 6th Training Battalion on October 4 then on command at the Bombing School, Lyndhurst on October 18.  

Corporal was attached on permanent cadre, with orders from Headquarters Tidworth, to be at the 6th Training School at Fovant, Eng. from 21 November, 1917.

On 1 April, 1918 again proceeded to France arriving at Calais at the No. 1 Overflow Camp and marched out to his unit on April 9.  Nine days later re-joined his unit.  On 13 October was transferred to the 24th Battalion and taken on strength and sent to the Stokes Mortar School on October 24 and was there when Peace was declared and re-joined his unit the following day.  He returned to Weymouth, England on 13 February, 1919.  

After demobilisation Corporal Gorey embarked for Australia on 27 April, 1919 on board H.T. Runic.  The transport docked in Melbourne on 10 June, 1919.  Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 2 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  Corporal 2864 William Evans Gorey, 24th Battalion was issued to wear the British War Medal (21669) and the Victory Medal (21537) in service for his country.

William Evans Gorey passed away on 7 June, 1961 aged 79 years at Carrum, Melbourne.  Burial is said to be in Foster Cemetery. 
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.						


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Sapper Charles Edward Gorey


Photo sourced from Ancestry.com


Public Member Tree – Gorey contributed by cmcervale on 27/4/2014





W.A. Record (Perth) Saturday November 4, 1916:


CATHOLIC SOLDIERS’ GUILD


Writing from France, Corporal J.J. Purtell says the Soldiers’ Guild has so far given excellent results, and has been the means of restoring the Faith to the careless ones, and bringing back to God those who have forgotten Him for years.


He sends the following budget of names to be added to the membership of the Guild, and begs the prayers of our devout readers for their spiritual and temporal welfare: C.E. Gorey			Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Friday November 9, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR


Following is the concluding portion of the 361st casualty list:


WOUNDED: Spr. Chas. Edward Gorey, Cobram, V. sev.				Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Thursday May 2, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – EN ROUTE TO AUSTRALIA – LIST Y


3299 Spr. C.E. Gorey, 1st Tun. Co., Bne.							Article abridged





Albury Banner and Wodonga Express Thursday December 23, 1920:


GRANTING OF AFTER-AUCTION LEASES


Land District of Yanco.   Yanco No. 1 Irrigation Area: Charles E. Gorey, 38p.	all parish Willimbong	


Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Monday November 30, 1936:


CASTLEMAINE


Charles E. Gorey was knocked down by a truck driven by M. Cartwright and was taken to the Castlemaine hospital.





Pte Edward Harold Gorey


Photo sourced from Ancestry


Public Member Tree - Gorey





Corporal William Evans Gorey
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