SAPPER STEPHEN GOLDING
5214 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Born Stephen Golding on 29 May, 1887 in Milton, Otago, New Zealand he used several aliases during his young life such as Long, Grant and Bryan.  His father Stephen Golding was born in South Australia and his widowed mother Christiana Anderson in Victoria and they married on 27 October 1884 in St John’s Methodist Church, Dunedin, N.Z., both aged twenty-six.  He had an older sister and a step-brother Thomas Long.  He grew up in Milton and was apprenticed as a bootmaker to his father for five years.
His early life was troubled and had been sentenced to periods of time in jail as reported in the Police Gazettes:

1908 
theft


on 21 Nov. 1907
served three months

1909 
breaking & enter
on 8 Feb. 1909
served twelve months

1910
theft


on 24 Jan. 1910
served six weeks


His father died in 1912 and came to Australia where he was in trouble with the Police during 1915.
At the recruiting depot in Dubbo, New South Wales on 29 February, 1916 the single twenty-six-year-old used another alias of George Gill when enlisting for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 84kgs (185lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-88cms (32-34½ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and dark brown hair.  Address was care of the G.P.O. Dubbo.  Church of Rome was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his step-brother T. Long of 46 Dublin Street, Wanganui, New Zealand.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken the same day.
Basic training commenced in Dubbo where his conduct was good then was transferred to the Engineers’ Reinforcements in Melbourne, Victoria for further training allotted to the Reinforcements to the Mining Corps to their camp at Seymour on 10 May.
Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
20/5/16 Russell St. Melbourne AWL for 19 days from 5/5/16 to 24/5/16



Award:

forfeits 19 day’s pay and fined £3

Was admitted to the 5th Aust General Hospital on 1 June, 1916 where the following occurred:
Offence:
17/6/16 – (1) Breaking out of hospital (2) AWL from 9 p.m. 17/6/16 to 3.45 p.m. 19/6/16 (3) delaying medical treatment 


Award:

Fined 5 shillings – lose 2 day’s pay of 10 shillings

He was re-attested on 16 July, 1916 at Seymour camp and particulars of the twenty-six-year-old bootmaker were now 172cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighed 65.5kgs (144lbs) with a chest measurement of 84cms (33ins) and fair in complexion with blue-grey eyes and light hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was again Thomas Long of 46 Dublin Street, Wanganui, N.Z.  He again took the Oath of Allegiance on 14 July, 1916.
He was allotted to the 2nd Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in preparation for departure with the regimental number 5214 in the rank of Sapper.
The following day Sapper Golding was one of 79 Reinforcements departing on HMAT A26 Armadale from Port Melbourne, Victoria on July 19, 1916.  Durban, South Africa was reached on August 15, 1916 and leave was granted from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and they departed the next day.  He was admitted to the ship’s hospital on August 18 and discharged on 4 September.  Arrived at Cape Town a few days later on August 20, 1916 and a Route March lasting three hours kept them fit before enjoying leave until 11 p.m.  The ship was scheduled to leave at 2 p.m. but cancelled and left the following day at 5 p.m.  The quality of liquor in town was considered bad.  A one-day stopover to refuel at Port le Grand, St Vincent was the last harbour visited on September 8, 1916.  After a 64 day voyage the ship arrived at Devonport, England on September 20, 1916.   The troops were detrained to Tidworth Station and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Staff Officer for Invalids sent his documents to Base Records on 1 September, 1916 noting that he initially enlisted under the name of George Gill.
Discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

No. 3 Camp, Parkhouse AWL from 1200 hrs 4/10/16 to 1400 hrs 8/10/16



Award:

96 hours detention by Lt-Col Deeble 12/10/16

Total forfeiture:
9 day’s pay



Crime:

Parkhouse AWL from 2400 hrs 27/10/16 to 2200 hrs 7/11/16


Award:

11 days detention by Capt. C.C. Neile 8/11/16



Forfeits:
2 day’s pay

He went sick from Nos 6 & 7 Details camp Perham Downs on 28 December, 1916 to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford with a social disease and after twenty-seven days treatment discharged on 23 January, 1917.

A Court of Inquiry was held at Perham Downs into the illegal absence of the soldier.  Declared that he absented himself without leave at Perham Downs on 26/1/17.  That he is still absent and that on 25 February, 1917 there were no records of his deferring of kit as of 2/3/17.
Sapper marched in from the Aust Military Police, London on 15 May, 1917 to the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs.  On May 18 returned to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford until discharged to the Depot after 28 days treatment on 18 June.  Two days later was reported AWL until 11 July marching into the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  
He appeared before the District Field Court Martial at Perham Downs on 9 August, 1917:



Charges:
(1) Perham Downs AWL from 26/1/17 until apprehended at Fulham on





12/5/17 (2) Bulford AWL 5/6/17 until apprehended at Whitechurch on





6/6/17 in possession of a false pass (4) Whitechurch 6/6/17 unlawful




possession of a paybook 202068 property of Gnr Cameron, J.W., 

such paybook having been falsified (5) Whitechurch 6/6/17 made false

statement in A.F. 0168 (6) charged for (21/6/17) made false statement

on A.F. 0168 (7) Perham Downs 1/7/17 Escaped at Perham Downs


Pleaded:
Guilty on to all charges



Finding:
Guilty of all



Sentence:
To undergo detention for one year 8/8/17



Confirmed:
By Major-General J.W. McKay 19/11/17





Period under charge 86 days


Total forfeiture:
560 days
Re-admittance to the 1st A.D.H. on 10 August until he escaped from the hospital four days later.  Returned again to the hospital on 27 October and a patient there until discharged on 1 November, 1917 and sent to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

On 30 November, 1917 was admitted to the A.I.F. Detention Barracks at Lewes until discharged on 1 April, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill.  AIF Headquarters at Tidworth queried his remission of sentence on 15 April, 1918.  Reported back on 10 May that the unremitted portion of his sentence (121 days) was remitted from 9/4/18 under K.R. para 622 & 623.
His step-brother Thomas Long wrote to Base Records on 3 March, 1918 from 24 Sargeant Street, Wanganui, N.Z. asking if they could supply him with any information as the whereabouts of this soldier who left Sydney some time about March, 1916 with the Tunnelling Corps.  He was his next-of-kin and for the last twelve months had heard nothing from him until he heard the other day from an outside source that he had been killed.  Could they let him know if this was true, if not, could they forward him his correct number and address at their earliest convenience?  Base Records replied on 16 March stating that no recent report had been received there concerning this soldier and it can be assumed he was with his unit.  His address for correspondence was supplied and changes had been noted of his New Zealand address.
Proceeded overseas from Southampton on 9 April arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day and taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company on April 19.  The company had taken over Bridge “K” at La Notte and continued work on Baisieux to Ancre line.  Weather was bright and dry.

Sapper was wounded in action on 1 June, 1918 suffering gas poisoning and taken to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance.  The next day sent to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station before conveyed on Ambulance Train no.32 to Boulogne entering the 7th Stationary Hospital with gas poisoning.
Base Records were advised on 19 June, 1918 that he was classed as wounded from effects of gas poisoning.  The following was also dispatched:
Was transferred to the 7th Convalescent Depot on June 16 progressing to the 17th Convalescent Depot until sent to the Aust Corps Depot in Havre and was transferred to the Aust Base Depot on 12 July, 1918.  
In trouble again the following was reported:



Crime:

While on Active Service A.G.B.D. conduct to the prejudice of good





order and military discipline – absent from roll-call 27/7/18



Award:

3 days C.C. [confined to camp] by C.O. A.G.B.D. 28/7/18 

On 30 July went injured to the 40th Stationary Hospital with a sprained left ankle until discharged to duty on 8 August.  Base Commandant, Havre informed authorities his leg was injured accidentally on 30/7/18.
Marched in on 8 August to the A.G.B.D. and two days later left for the 1st Aust Corps Depot and discharged to Base on 27 August.  
Meanwhile Headquarters sent a memo dated 23 August, 1918 as follows to the 1st Aust Convalescent Depot: 
A young lady called at this office and requested that leave might be granted to the above-named soldier, to enable him to marry her.

Forwarded for your favourable consideration please.









Captain D.A.A.G. 

Notes written on the form were: Left England on 12/4/18 – has not had leave since July, 1917.
The Commanding Officer of 2nd Tunnelling Company replied on 29 August, 1918 to the above advising that Sapper was evacuated gassed on 2/6/18 and had not since re-joined the unit.

The Commandant of the 1st Convalescent Depot, Havre wrote to the A.G.B.D. on 4 September attaching correspondence referring to him as he was discharged to their depot on 27/8/18 marked “M.B.”
Sapper went before the Medical Board and classed with B3 debility and transferred to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth, England from Havre on 8 September.

On 12 October, 1918 Stephen Golding (38) bachelor was married in St Stephen’s Church, Westminster by Banns to Ethel Amelia Moore (formerly Fox), (30) widowed dressmaker of 41 Greencoat Place SW1 by the Rev. W.H. Manning according to the rites of the Established Church.
Sapper embarked for Australia as an invalid on 8 November, 1918 for a change due to gas poisoning on H.T. Gaika.  A few days later Peace was declared.  Base Records notified his step-brother on 12 December, 1918 that he was returning home.
News of their impending arrival was announced in the: 


Sapper was due to continue on to Sydney (2nd Military District) but disembarked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) instead.
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 29 January, 1919 as medically unfit.
The Victorian Branch of the Repatriation Commission wrote to Base Records on 12 February, 1919 re Sapper Stephen Golding of 333 Old Punt Road, Richmond advising that the named returned soldier had applied to their officer for a refund of his wife’s passage from England to Australia.  The writer would be glad if they could let them know if the regimental particulars were correct and also any record of his marriage that they may have in their office.  
Base Records replied on 17 February to their communication and stated that there was in their records of 5214 Stephen Golding, 2nd Tunnelling Company who returned to Australia on 29/12/18.  According to their records this soldier enlisted as a single man and no advice has been received that he subsequently married.
In 1919 their address was 26 Lambert Street, Richmond with no occupation.

For serving his country Sapper 5214 Stephen Golding, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (52413) and the Victory Medal (51338).
Both medals were collected by him at Victoria Barracks on 1 November, 1922.

Base Records sent copies of the required documentation of his service and overseas medical records to the Repatriation Commission in Brisbane as per their request on 2/8/1921.  These copies were returned as required to Records on 13 August, 1921.
In 1925 their address was listed at 398 Chapple Street, Prahran North with no occupation.
On 29 December, 1925 was issued with a Statement of Service for Identification purposes to his address at 14 Brighton Street, Richmond, Vic from Base Records.  By 1927 they were still at 14 Brighton Street, Richmond and he was a bootmaker.  A year later was listed at 9 Chambers Street, South Yarra working as a labourer.
The following was reported in the:


The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records which were sent from Base Records on 8 August, 1930.
In 1931 they were at 1078 Mt Ascot Road, Maribyrnong and a bootmaker and were listed there until 1935. 

Mrs Ethel A. Golding applied to Base Records for a replacement Nearest Female Relative Badge and declared in Melbourne, Vic on 8 January, 1935 from Bulla it was lost from my dress between Melbourne and Adelaide about ten (10) years ago.  The loss was unavoidable and not in the hands of any other person.  Mrs Golding signed their receipt for her Badge (234928) on 8 January, 1935 over the counter at Base Records.
His wife wrote on his behalf to Base Records on June 20, 1940 asking if they would supply him with a duplicate certificate as his was destroyed when they had a fire at their house a few years ago.  Please send an application form and costs she asked.  He declared at Ascot Vale, Vic on 8 July, 1940 that he had lost his King’s Certificate under the circumstances due to a fire on our premises at Bulla, Victoria and the King’s Certificate was not in the hands of any other person.   On payment of the fee Base Records posted this to him.
Mrs Ethel A. Golding wrote from 149 Maribyrnong Street, Ascot Vale, Vic on 2 August, 1943 to Base Records advising that she had lost her next-of-kin badge (wife’s) and would they be kind enough to send her a form to enable her to purchase another.  She gave her husband’s particulars for identification.  Base Records replied on 6 August stating that the replacement cost of a duplicate Nearest Female Relative Badge was 6 shillings and 4 pence.  On receipt of this amount together with the completed form of Statutory Declaration, duly completed, a badge would be forwarded to her.  
She declared on 9 August, 1943 that the Nearest Female Relative Badge issued to her by the Department of Defence in respect of her relationship above and the circumstances under which the said loss occurred was brooch dropped off me whilst shovelling coke and got burnt in the kitchen stove.  The badge was dispatched to her on 12 August, 1943 and delivery receipted two days later.
On 7 May, 1947 he wrote from 149 Maribyrnong Street, Ascot Vale, Vic to Base Records stating he was discharged medically unfit suffering from gas poisoning, D.A.H. (disordered action of heart) and general debility and would they let him know if he had any other incapacities due to war since.  Base Records answered on 14 May advising that all documents in respect of his medical history had been forwarded to the Deputy Commissioner of Repatriation, Melbourne and was required to direct this inquiry to that office. 
His wife died at Heidelberg; Vic aged 61 years in 1949.
Later in 1949 he was in Brisbane, Qld when the following occurred in the Police Court:

In July, 1952 he wrote care of Little Sisters of the Poor, 18 Crows Road, Myrtle Bank, Parkside, Adelaide, South Australia to Base Records asking for them to send a form to fill in to apply for a King’s Certificate as his got burnt.  On 31 July, 1952 he completed a Statutory Declaration at the above address declaring the circumstances of the said loss occurred was it was burnt when the mantlepiece caught fire at 149 Maribyrnong Road, Ascot Vale, Vic and to the best of his knowledge the King’s Certificate has been burnt.  The form was witnessed by a Catholic Priest.
During the last few months of his life, he was in Adelaide in July, 1952 and the following occurred in Sydney two months later.

Stephen Golding passed away on 23 September, 1952 age given as 60 years but was actually about 65 years.  News of his demise was reported in the:

Arrangements were announced in the:

Cremation took place in the Northern Suburbs Crematorium, Sydney.
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Police Gazette Wellington, July 12, 1905:


MILTON—31st May last on warrant for the theft of a Royal Enfield bicycle, value £7, the property of George Wilson, carpenter, Stephen Golding, age eighteen, height 5ft 8in, labourer, native of Milton, Otago, medium build, fresh complexion, dark hair inclined to curl, short round features, looks towards the ground when walking; dressed in dark-tweed suit and dark-tweed cap.  Said he borrowed the bicycle and pledged it at Jacob’s pawn-office Dunedin, for 15s and sold the ticket for 10s.





Police Gazette Wellington week ended May 13, 1913:


RETURN OF PRISONERS REPORTED AS DISCHARGED FROM GOAL


WELLINGTON


Golding, Stephen, alias Long, alias Grant, alias Bryan tried at Wellington M.C. 5/5/13 for theft wilful damage.  Fined or 14 days.  Native of New Zealand bootmaker.  Born 1887.  Height 5ft 6½ ins.  Fresh complexion, brown curly hair.





CABLE TO BE CODED


BASEREC	


	WELLINGTON


PLEASE INFORM THOMAS LONG 24 SAYEANT STREET WANAGNUI FIFTYTWO FOURTEEN STEPHEN GOLDING GASSED CLASSED AS WOUNDED


									DEFENCE 16/8/18





The Age Saturday December 28, 1918:


INFLUENZA


The liner Gaika, which is believed to be a clean ship and therefore will not be quarantined is expected to arrive in Melbourne to-day.





Prahran Telegraph Friday November 11, 1927:


THREE MEN IN A LANE – DRINK WINE! ALL FINED


At Prahran Court John H. McEachern and Stephen Golding were charged with behaving in an offensive manner, and Hector Burns was charged with drunkenness.  


Relative to the charges against McEachern and Golding, Constable Donoghue stated that on Saturday evening he heard shouting and quarrelling in Banga Street.  Golding had Burns pinned against the wall and pulling him about.  They were in a half drunken condition.


Golding, giving evidence, said he lived in Chambers-street, South Yarra.  At the time in question, he was in company of two men.  They had two or three drinks.  They bought a bottle of wine each, and they went down a lane off Banga Street to drink it.  They were about to open a bottle when the police came along and arrested them.  He denied that they were making themselves a nuisance to the public.


Golding pointed out that he had lived in South Yarra for seven years, and had always borne a good reputation.  As a rule, he was very seldom took drink.  They were just talking as to which bottle of wine should be opened when the constable came up. 


Golding was fined 10/-, and McEachern 8/-. With the usual alternatives.





Brisbane Telegraph Monday September 5, 1949:


FLEECED BY CUT-THROATS – DEFENCE IN FRAUD CASE – SOLICITOR’S PLEA


Stephen Golding, who was totally incapacitated in the First World War, had been fleeced by cut-throats, thieves and gamblers, his solicitor, Mr D. Hempenstall, pleased in the Police Court to-day.


Golding had come to Brisbane from Melbourne with a very substantial amount of money, some hundreds of pounds in cash.  He lost several hundred pounds gambling, said Mr Hempenstall.


Golding 61, retired bootmaker, pleaded guilty before Mr Noyes, S.M. to six charges of false pretences.


He admitted that by falsely pretending a cheque for £30 was good and valid he obtained £30 with intent to defraud and that in all he obtained a total of £110 by falsely pretending that he had £15,000 in a bank in Melbourne and that he was having it transferred to Brisbane in a few days.  


The prosecutor (Sub-Inspector Voigt) said that Golding obtained a cheque from a Spring Hill residential proprietor.


Sub-Inspector Voigt said Golding’s wife had died recently and he began drinking and gambling heavily.  Golding was totally incapacitated from gas in the First World Was, and was on a full pension.


Restitution of £140 was requested.  Sub-Inspector Voigt said.  Golding had previous convictions but the last was in N.S.W. in 1915.





GRANDIOSE SCHEMES


Mr Hempenstall said Golding had owned his own shoe and boot repairing business in Victoria.  His wife died this year and left a small estate.  He sold his business and came to Brisbane just before Exhibition week.


He fell in with a crowd of cut-throats, thieves and gamblers.  Mr Hempenstall continued.  After he had been fleeced of his money his mind seemed to be centred on grandiose schemes of having large amounts of money in the south.


“In fact, he had only a small amount,” Mr Hemtenstall continued, “He had a bank draft to make immediate restitution I undertake forthwith to pay into the court the full amount.”


Asked by Mr Noyes what he was thinking.  Golding replied: “I’m thinking what a fool I was.”


Mr Noyes said that since 1915 Golding had led an honest life.  He had served King and country.  He had fallen in with a bad type of people in Brisbane and had been more or less robbed of his money.


“I think your suffering was bee a sufficient penalty,” Mr Noyes added.


Golding was ordered to make restitution of £140, in default imprisonment for three months.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday September 23, 1952:


LATE NEWS – CRIPPLE KILLED


A crippled return soldier using a stick died from injuries after a car had knocked him into the path of another car in Anzac Parade, near Robertson Road, Moore Park, late last night.


Police believe he was Stephen Golding, aged about 60, of Maribyrnong Street, Ascot Vale, Melbourne.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday September 25, 1952:


FUNERALS


GOLDING—The Funeral of the late STEPHEN GOLDING will leave Bruce Maurer’s Chapel, 281-3 Pacific Highway, near West Street, North Sydney, This Thursday, at 1.30 p.m. for the Northern Suburbs Cemetery.


BRUCE MAURER








