SAPPER ERNEST GIBSON
6928 – Tunnelling Details

Ernest Gibson was born Eric (Jerry) Norman Dyer in Sydney, New South Wales the son of Jesse and Charlotte (nee White) Dyer.  His mother died in 1901 and his father in 1914.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Queensland (1st Military District) in 14 June, 1916 under the name Ernest Gibson, the thirty-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation papers describe him born in Whitney, England and named his cousin Mrs Ethel Thompson of Baroona Road, Rosalie, Brisbane in lieu of next-of-kin.  
Personal particulars taken show he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighed 55kgs (121lbs) with chest expansion of 82-93cms (32-36ins) having a fair complexion, poor eyesight in his blue eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were two scars on his right forearm.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks from 15 June until sent to the hospital unit on 10 July remaining until 16 August, 1916 and after final home leave re-joined his unit on August 19.   Was transferred to the Miners’ Reinforcements Training Camp at Seymour, Victoria on 1 September but eight days later was admitted to hospital at Langwarrin for treatment of a social disease and returned to duty at Seymour camp on 27 January, 1917.   

The following memo was issued by him to military authorities:

Re: ALLOTMENT OF SPR GIBSON, ERNEST 8492
Desire to transfer my allotment from my cousin (Mrs E. Thompson, Baroona Road, Rosalie, Brisbane, Q

To:

Mr H.J. Dyer, (Agent)




Shipping Grocer




145 George Street North,




Sydney, NSW via Circular Quay

Reason:




He being executor of my deceased father’s estate and is also acting on behalf




of my interests in aforesaid estate.  I would like this to come into operation




from next pay 15/10/16.

At Seymour was allotted to the February, 1917 Reinforcements in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 6928.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with Herbert Joseph Dyer, grocer of 145 George Street North, Circular Quay, Sydney, NSW.  Herbert was one of his brothers.
Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Seymour 6/2/17 AWL 2 days 8 hours



Award:

Fined £1 by Capt. Price


Offence:
Seymour 20/3/17 AWL 8 hours



Award:

Fined 15 shillings by Capt. Rowe

From the date of embarkation he also allotted three shillings per day from his pay to H.J. Dyer at the above Sydney address.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Gibson left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  
Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel on June 21 where Sapper was disembarked sick from the troopship to the City Infection Hospital and diagnosed with cerebro-spinal meningitis. 
The Officer Commanding Troops wrote to Base Records on the troopship Shropshire dated 21 June, 1917 advising from the Nominal Roll on one man disembarked at Capetown this day for the reason stated:

1.
No. 6928, Spr. E. Gibson – Tunnelling Cos – suffering from Cerebro-spinal Meningitis

2.
The following documents accompanied this man on disembarkation:


Attestation paper, A.M. Form D1, A.M. form A29, Army Form B103, Training cards (2)


Musketry Register, Inoculation & Vaccination Certificate, Hospital Discharge Certificate.

3.
The above man is in possession of public and personal clothing.  Equipment has been  


retained by the O.C., Reinforcement (2/Lieut. E.G. Goodwin)

Base Records received the information and noted this on his cards on 9 August, 1917.
Meanwhile on 27 July had been sent to the depot at Capetown then admitted the 2nd General Hospital, Maitland a day later.

Sapper Gibson embarked for return to Australia on the troopship HMAT A40 Ceramic leaving Capetown on 26 August, 1917.  The Queensland men returned by special train to Brisbane on 17 September, 1917 and a report on their arrival was published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 5 October, 1917 as medically unfit.

He was granted a military pension of £3 per fortnight to him care of H.J. Dyer, 145 George Street, North Sydney from 6 October, 1917.

For serving his country Sapper 6928 Ernest Gibson, Tunnelling Companies Reinforcements was issued with the British War Medal (27004).  As he did not get to a theatre of war was ineligible for the Victory Medal.

He married in 1922 at Canterbury, Sydney to Pearl May Tuxford and registered at Petersham under his correct name of Eric Norman Dyer.  

In 1930 the couple were listed at Myrtle Street, Bankstown with his occupation as a painter.

The following snippet of information was mentioned about him in 1932 in the:

A few years later he was also mentioned in an article published in the:

They remained at 3 Myrtle Street, Bankstown and he was still listed as a painter.
His brother Herbert Joseph Dyer died in 1954.

Copies of his service documents were requested from Base Records by the Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission and forwarded on 1 October, 1956.
Eric (Jerry) Norman Dyer passed away on 3 August, 1967 age 80 years at Ryde, Sydney.  Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium.

Mrs Pearl Dyer died on 30 July, 1982.

He has a Commonwealth War Plaque on panel NT at Rookwood Crematorium at niche no.517.  It reads:
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Daily Standard Tuesday September 18, 1917:


MORE SOLDIERS RETURN – SICK MEN FROM EGYPT


A BATCH OF SICK MEN FROM Egypt arrived home last night. There were 26 in the party and they were met at the Central Station and afterwards conveyed to Kangaroo Point Military Hospital, where supper was supplied by willing Red Cross Workers.  While the clattering of plates were in progress, the opportunity was taken to welcome the men home.  Speeches were made by Colonel Luscombe, Mr J. Huxham and the Mayor.


The following is a list of the returned men:


Ernest Gibson, Tun. Co.								Article abridged





Sun (Sydney) Friday September 30, 1932:


‘MEMORY’ NIGHTS – DIGGERS DIG UP THE OLD DAYS


The Bankstown sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers’ League, is embarking on a series of entertainments to brighten its meetings.  The Diggers meet every fortnight and each alternate meeting is a “feature” night.  Business is completed early and the meeting adjourned for a harmony session.  Last night a “Sergeant’s Mess” was conducted.  Tables were placed in regimental style in the {line blurred} and white-coated mess orderlies” waited upon the “sergeants,” while the sub-branch orchestra and concert party gave a programme from the stage.


The next feature will be an “Estaminet Night,” followed by “Army Ration Night,” “A Night in Cairo,” and “on Board a Troopship.”


On each of these occasions the hall is, by means of scenery, painted by the sub-branch artist, Mr Jerry Dyer, transformed to give the correct atmosphere.





Smith’s Weekly (Sydney) Saturday June 1, 1935:


WHERE DIGGERS RUN THE TOWN


AFTER reading the pitiful efforts of scribes in Parkes and Condobolin as to the ex-Diggers who are running the town, I must end all bickering and claim for Bankstown the undisputed honor.  Without canvassing the town or inquiring at banks, post-offices or schools, below is my list culled from memory:


Jerry Dyer (reunion entertainer);							Article abridged
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6928 SAPPER


E.N. DYER


2nd TUNNELLING COMPANY


3rd August, 1967








