SAPPER ERNEST CHARLES GHIGGIOLI
5987 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Ernest Charles Ghiggioli was born in Chiltern, Victoria in 1888 the son of Michel and Florence Cecelia (nee Soule) Ghiggioli.  His father was born in Switzerland and came to Victoria being the first timber contractor to the Chiltern district mines and they had eleven children.  

Michel then was hotelkeeper of the Black Dog Creek Hotel, built in 1850, it was the first brick building erected between Melbourne, Victoria and Sydney, New South Wales.  No townships had been established in the area only a few squatters, but in time rooms in the building were used as headquarters of Richard O’Hara Burke (later explorer) when on official police duties in the district and Mr John Connors, discoverer of gold of the Indigo-Chiltern field.  In September, 1895 Michel sold this hotel and purchased the license of the Chiltern Valley Hotel, comprising of sixteen rooms, stable and Out-offices.  In 1899 the jubilee of the Black Dog Creek Hotel was celebrated with champagne in stock since 1850, rarest wine in Australia and continued trading until the hotel surrendered its license on New Year’s Eve, 1921.  Michel died in 1904 at Chiltern and his wife remarried James Daly and they continued the business before going to the Currie Family Hotel at Collingwood, Melbourne.  James Daly passed away in 1916.
In 1909 Ernest Ghiggioli was working as a miner at Black Dog Creek and later was a labourer in Collingwood.

At the recruiting depot in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 15 September, 1916 the twenty-seven-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Particulars taken were his postal address of 289 Wellington Street, Collingwood.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  Attestation forms describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 62.7kgs (138lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-92cms (34-36ins) and had a medium complexion with brown eyes and scanty black hair.  Dental treatment was required and distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm and a scar below left knee and back of his neck.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his widowed mother Mrs Florence Daly of Currie Family Hotel, Wellington Street, Collingwood.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
Basic training commenced with the Miners Reinforcements from 29 September at their training camp in Seymour, Victoria and later allotted to the December, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5987.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  Later that day at sea he was admitted to the ship’s isolation hospital for treatment of a social disease.

The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  
Sapper was discharged from the ship’s hospital on 19 December, 1916 after 56 days of curative care.

Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

He was admitted on 4 January, 1917 to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford until discharged to Parkhouse Military Hospital on January 16.  On 25 May after 141 days a patient there marched in from Parkhouse to the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs for duty.

Proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 16 August, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the following day.  On 2 September was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field working at Nieuport Bains sector in the sand dunes to the extreme left of the British Line, held by the 66th Imperial Division then relieved by the 42nd Imperial Division.  Their work included infantry subways, advanced divisional headquarters, artillery dugouts and machine gun positions.  News of their arrival was noted in the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company:

“2/9/17

Marched into camp Reinforcements 61 O.R.s from Australian General Base Depot, Havre.”
Service continued without incident and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.
On 25 May, 1918 the Company moved from Querrieu on account of frequent shelling of the village and part of the company went to Allonville Wood.

On 1 June, 1918 was taken to the 5th Aust Field Ambulance suffering gas shell poisoning then moved to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station.  Was conveyed the next day on Ambulance Train no.32 to the 2nd Canadian Stationary Hospital, Outreau remaining until June 11 when transferred to the 1st Convalescent Depot in Boulogne.  On 17 June was sent to the 10th Convalescent Depot in Ecault and two days later was moved to Aust Corps Depot at Havre.  
Base Records regretted to advise his mother on 19 June, 1918 that it had been reported her son was classed as wounded due to gas shell poisoning.

He was discharged to the Aust General Base Depot on 4 July and returned to England classed with B3 debility arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot in Weymouth on 19 July, 1918.

Sapper was attached on 22 August, 1918 to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse and was there when Peace was declared.

His last payment was received in England on 21 January, 1919.

On 3 June, 1919 marched out from Parkhouse to No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper embarked for Australia on 1 July, 1919 on board H.T. Frankfurt.  Base Records advised his mother on 29 July he was returning home.
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His name was among those soldiers listed as returning in the:

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 20 August, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 29 June, 1920 as medically unfit – disability Chronic Bronchitis.
Copies of his medical board proceedings were sent to the Deputy Commissioner of Pensions on 29 July, 1920.

For serving his country Sapper 5987 Ernest Charles Ghiggioli, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (59022) and the Victory Medal (51455).

The War Medal was sent to him by Registered Post on 28 June, 1921 and he receipted delivery.  The Victory Medal was not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  
He went to Base Records A.I.F., Melbourne and issued the Victory medal over the counter on 3 August, 1925. 

His address in 1925 was 72 John Street, West Brunswick, Vic.

The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission applied to Base Records for a copy of his medical hospital sheets and service records which were forwarded on 17 November, 1925.

Ernest Charles Ghiggioli passed away on 1 January, 1946 aged 58 years at Mont Park, Vic.  Interment took place in the Roman Catholic portion of Coburg Pine Ridge Cemetery within section C in grave no. 146.

Base Records received a request from the Repatriation Commission in Melbourne for copies of his service records which were sent on 8 January, 1946.

A brief announcement appeared in the:


Business in connection with his Estate was advertised in the:

His service is commemorated in the Victorian Garden of Remembrance, Springvale Cemetery, Melbourne with a plaque on Wall 98, Row R.
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Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday August 6, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING – VICTORIANS ON S.S. FRANKFURT


On the s.s. Frankfurt, which left England on July 1, the following Victorians are returning: E.C. Ghiggioli	


Article abridged





The Argus Thursday August 21, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING


About 800 Victorian soldiers landed at Port Melbourne yesterday from the troopships Port Melbourne and Frankfurt.  They were cordially welcomed as they passed through the city to the A.I.F. Depot where they were met by relatives and friends.





Argus (Melbourne) Thursday April 4, 1946:


LAW NOTICES


GHIGGIOLI, ERNEST CHARLES, late on Mont Park, military pensioner, died 1st January, 1946.  Intestate.





Commonwealth of Australia Gazette Thursday June 5, 1947:


AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS’ REPATRIATION ACT 1920-1946


Re: ERNEST CHARLES GHIGGIOLI, 5987, Sapper 2nd A.T.C., deceased, who died in the State of Victoria on the first day of January, 1946.  Last known occupation, pensioner.


IN pursuance of section 49 (6) of the Australian Soldiers’ Repatriation Act 1920-1946, any person who is in necessitous circumstances or who considers he or she merits consideration and who is a “member of the family” of the late Ernest Charles Ghiggioli as defined in section 23 of the said act, may make application within 30 clear days from the publication hereof to the Deputy Commissioner of Repatriation, Department of Repatriation, 615 Elizabeth-street, Melbourne, for payment of an allowance in accordance with paragraph (b) of sub-section (2.) of section 49 of the said act or for such sum as the Repatriation Commission may determine.


Dated at Melbourne this 31st day of May, 1947.		G.F. WOOTTEN, Chairman Repatriation Commission
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