SAPPER WILLIAM GANNON

4757 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining Boring Company 

William Clement Gannon was born in Deloraine, Tasmania on June 3, 1892 the son of Timothy and Elizabeth (nee Lacey) Gannon.  He became a labourer living at Mary Street, Queenstown, Tas in 1914.

At twenty-three years of age William enlisted for active service abroad at Claremont camp, Tas. passing the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed describing him on enlistment as 181cms (5ft 11¼ins) tall, weighing 68.1kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins).  Complexion was medium with brown eyes, the right one testing to good vision and the left eye to fair sight.  Dark was his hair colour.  Religious faith nominated was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin was initially given as his father Timothy Gannon but later changed to his mother Elizabeth Gannon of Rosebery, Tas.  He was sworn in the same day.

After basic training commenced at Claremont camp William was then placed on April 24, 1916 with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company recruits from the 6th Military District.  Departing Tasmania about April 29 the No. 5 Section consisting of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements arrived at Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4757.

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

While there the following discipline was applied:



Punishment:

A.W.L. 2400 21/8/16 to 2000 hrs 22/8/16



Award:


7 days C.B. including Pack Drill [Confined to Barracks]



Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay under R.L   25/8/16

On August 28, 1916 the Reinforcement proceeded to France marching in to the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On October 12, 1916 were transferred to the 1st Anzac Reinforcement Camp to await absorption into the three Tunnelling Companies in the field.

Sapper Gannon’s civil qualifications were of assistance to the Australian Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company therefore was taken on strength with the company on October 14, 1916.

His service continued without incident and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for twelve months service abroad.

He went sick on February 17, 1918 to the 2 / 3 Wessex Field Ambulance noted as N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) and discharged to duty rejoining his unit on February 20.

When Peace was declared he was with his unit and they remained on the front to assist those rehabilitating their districts by continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supply.

The Furlough Department granted leave from December 6 and he rejoined on December 20, 1918.

Orders were received to return to the Aust Base Depot No. 1 for demobilisation to England and crossed the English Channel on April 30, 1919 and marched into No. 1 Group camp the next day.

After demobilisation Sapper Gannon embarked for Australia on June 16, 1919 on board H.T. Ormonde.  Base Records advised his mother on July 17, 1919 when her son was expected to be due in port.  This news was published in the:  

     

The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on August 1, 1919 and he was transferred to the ship for Tasmania (6th M.D.)

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart, Tas (6th M.D.) on October 30, 1919 as medically unfit.  He returned to Zeehan, Tas to work as a miner with his address recorded as Tullah Post Office.

For serving his country Sapper 4757 William Gannon, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (4086) and the Victory Medal (4075). 

William was advised from Anglesea Barracks, Hobart by mail on September 19, 1921 that the War Medal could be collected from the Barracks or by registered post.  He receipted delivery on October 20, 1921.

The Victory Medal was not collected from the Barracks when issued and was returned to Base Records on March 29, 1924.  A letter was forwarded care of his next-of-kin Mr T. Gannon on April 23, 1919 but no response for collection was received.   

A Statement of Service was issued from Base Records to the Repatriation Department, Melbourne Branch on May 15, 1930.

William wrote to Base Records on May 13, 1931 after being advised by the League Secretary that he could get a Copy of his Discharge Certificate.  Completing a Statutory Declaration dated May 23 he declared the original Discharge Certificate ‘was accidentally burnt while burning other papers.’  It was noticed in his military documents that he had not collected his Victory Medal.  He received the Duplicate Certificate of Discharge soon after and receipted his Victory Medal on June 30, 1931.

He and his wife Clara were residing at 12 Narracan Avenue, Yallourn, Gippsland, Vic and worked as a labourer listed from 1931 to 1943.  He is recorded visiting family in Tasmania which was published in the:


In 1954 their address was 1 Latrobe Street, Yallourn, Vic with his occupation as labourer.

William Clement Gannon passed away at Yallourn, Vic aged 67 years in 1959.
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Zeehan and Dundas Herald Thursday July 24, 1919:


ROSEBERY


SAPPER W. GANNON


Mr T. Gannon has been advised by the Defence Department that his son Sapper W. Gannon, of the Australian Electrical Mechanical and Mining Unit, would arrive in Melbourne by the transport Ormonde on the 29th inst.








Advocate Monday June 5, 1933:


ROSEBERY


PERSONAL


Mr W. Gannon, of Yallourn, Vic arrived on Saturday to spend a few weeks visiting relatives.








