 SAPPER LOUIS VINCENT FULLARTON
2379 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Louis Vincent Fullarton was born in 1886 in Tatura, Victoria the son of Daniel and Mary Henry (nee Smith) Fullarton.  The family moved to the goldfields of Western Australia and residing at Mount Leonora in the Kalgoorlie district.  
At the recruiting depot at Leonora on 8 January, 1916 the thirty-seven single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 57kgs (126lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-84cms (31-33ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his eyes and fair hair.  Religion was Presbyterian.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Daniel Fullarton of Leonora, W.A.  

Reporting to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth he signed and took the Oath of Allegiance on January 13 and basic training commenced with the 43rd Depot Battalion. 

The departing volunteers from Leonora were acknowledged in the:
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Training continued until placed on standby for the Miners’ Corps on 2 March, 1916 but was not required for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company and was transferred to Sydney, New South Wales to recommence training with the 2nd Reinforcements to No. 3 Company, Mining Corps at Rosebery Park on March 25.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2379.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and but Sapper Fullarton received disciplinary action for the following:



Crime:

Marseilles 22/5/16 AWL from 9.30 p.m. until 23/5/16



Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] by Lt J. Thomson


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay

Sapper was sent to the Segregation Camp hospital at Moussot while the Reinforcements were entrained to Aust Divisional Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.
Discipline was again given for the following:



Offence:
A.W.L. from 9 p.m. 9/6/16 until 9 a.m. 11/6/16



Award:

7 days F.P. No. 2 by Lt-Col Abbott 13/6/16


Total forfeiture:
10 day’s pay

Sapper reported to the 1st Aust Divisional Base at Etaples on June 19 and attached for duty with the No. 3 Tunnelling Company on June 25, and was taken on strength on 30 September, 1916.
The following took place while there:

Crime:
26/9/16 A.W.L. from parade in that he did claim he was sick and did absent himself from duty and then failed to attend sick parade

Award:
20 days F.P. No 1 by Major Coulter 27/9/16

Offence:
Creating a disturbance in an estaminet 25/2/17

Award:
14 days F.P. No. 1 27/2/17

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving one year abroad.

He is identified in a photograph taken in the Mess Hall of the 3rd Tunnelling Company in January, 1918 at Noeux-les-mines.


Sapper proceeded on leave from 8 February and rejoined on February 23, 1918.  On 16 May, 1918 Sapper was detached from the 3rd Tunnelling Company and attached to the 4th Siege Battery, R.G.A. and re-joined from detachment on 5 June, 1918.

He was noted in an audit of the company to be with his unit on 6 August, 1918. 

Sapper appeared before a Field General Court Martial held at Braquemont on 12 October, 1918 presided by Colonel R.P. Molesworth, 25th Army Brigade, R.G.A. along with Captain R.C. Cutler, Royal Fusiliers, Captain D.E. Lindsay, 48th Battalion, A.I.F. and Lieut T. Vincent M.C., D.C.M. 45th Battalion, A.I.F.


Charge: 25/9/18 disobeying a lawful command.

Four members of the 3rd Tunnelling Company were paraded about 10 a.m. on 25 September, 1918 with some others for transport to the trenches and ordered to embus.  
Two did not but Fullarton and another obeyed and got on the lorry but then got off and stood with the other two.  Plenty of time was allowed for them to obey further orders and therefore were placed under close arrest.

Their defence was reported that the men complained of not having their pay-books and witness said there was an impression in the company that men were entitled to have their pay-books before going to the trenches.  This was said about November, 1916.
One of the accused in his sworn statement said:

“I have always been under the impression I was entitled to have my pay-book before going up to the line.  I was taught that in Australia.  Last Christmas I was challenged in the trenches.  The sentry did not believe me when I said I was Australian.  He asked me for my pay-book which I had not on me.  I had some trouble convincing him of my identity.”
The court heard accused Fullarton has served two years and 8 months of which two years and 4 months had been in France and was 28 years old. 

Finding:
All Guilty

Sentence:
1 year I.H.L.

Confirmed:
by Lt-Col O.C. Du Pont

The Sentence was suspended on 3 November, 1918 by authority Fifth Army.

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave was taken from 17 to 31 January, 1919 and rejoined his unit on 9 February.

Headquarters in London on 20 March, 1919 adjusted the period under charge of 25/9/18 to 21/10/18 for 20 days to remitted by G.O.C. A.I.F.
On 27 March, 1919 orders were received to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Base Depot.  They left the Aust Infantry Brigade Depot on 2 April and crossed the English Channel arriving the following day at Codford to the No. 3 Group camp to await their voyage home.

While there the following occurred:



Offence:
Codford AWL from midnight 21/4/19 to 8.30 24/4/19



Award:

Admonished by Major J. Miles 26/4/19


Total forfeiture: 
3 day’s pay

After demobilisation Sapper Fullarton embarked for Australia on 1 June, 1919 on H.T. Somali.  Base Records advised his father on June 18 he was returning home.  
The Commander of Administration Headquarters, London advised on 20 June, 1919 that the 1918 Sentence was now remitted.

His name was listed among the soldiers returning published in the:

The transport docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 8 July, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 8 Aust General Hospital the same day and his Statement of Case reads:


Occupation:


Butcher



Any wounds of injury:
Gassed Nov ’17 three months Mathlen? at time


Any illness:


No



Present condition:

Fairly good    (signed and agreed by soldier)



Organs:


Normal



Dentally fit



Discharge recommended – Approved Perth 14/7/19

Military Discharged was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 23 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Proceedings of the Court Martial were lodged with the Attorney-General’s Department on 13 April, 1920 and 2 September, 1920.

Sapper 2379 Louis Vincent Fullarton, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (9027) and the Victory Medal (8987) for serving his country.

Louis Vincent Fullarton, late of Wiluna, died in Perth on 29 October, 1933 aged 46 years.  Family arrangements were placed in the:



Burial took place in the Presbyterian portion of Karrakatta cemetery within section EA in gravesite 381.

Announcement also appeared in the:
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Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday January 18, 1916:


ITEMS OF NEWS


Leonora Recruiting.—Our Leonora correspondent writes:—The following recruits were examined during the week by Dr McCall and passed as medically fit for service: J.T. Ashley, Cyril Burrows, L.V. Fullarton, J.H. Harvey, J.E. King, W.A. McNaughton and C.H. Pettigrove.  Some have already left for camp, and the others will take their departure shortly. 





Spr. L.V. Fullarton identified as circled





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday June 27, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS – THE SOMALI LIST


The following Nominal Roll of members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australia by the Somali was received yesterday from Military Headquarters.


2379 L.V. Fullarton								        Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday July 15, 1919:


SOMALI TROOPS LANDED - ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION


Perth, July 8.


The transport Somali, with over 1300 W.A. troops on board arrived at Fremantle this morning.  This is easily the largest number of home troops that have yet disembarked at a W.A. port, and the coastal residents had resolved to give them a big reception.  On Sunday, however, it was announced that owing to the occurrence of several cases of mild influenza and other infectious diseases, the troops would be definitely quarantined for seven days, some at Fremantle and others at Albany.  As the result of this notification, not only were the reception ceremonies abandoned, but people from the country put off their proposed trip to meet their soldier relatives.


Then, at the last minute, it was decided to cancel the quarantine decision, and allow the men to land straight away.  The news quickly spread, and, despite drizzling rain, several thousand people had gathered on the wharves as the Somali came alongside, shortly before noon, to the accompaniment of great cheering and screeching of whistles.  When the men had all been landed, they formed into column, and marched through the streets, headed by the Blackboy Hill Band.  The streets were thronged with cheering crowds.  The officer commanding was Colonel C.H. Elliott, C.M.G., D.S.O. (Tasmania), who also wears the Legion of Honour, Colonel, H.B. Collet, C.M.G., D.S.O., West Australia, who was the original C.O. of the 28th Battalion, was aboard. 


The Minister for Health, Mr Colebatch, referring to the bungle in the arrangements, said:—“The statement of the Director of Quarantine that the State authorities insisted on quarantining the Somali because during the voyage there had been some cases of ordinary colds, sore throats, and mild fever on board, although the senior medical officer was prepared to sign a declaration that there had been no influenza or pneumonia during the voyage, is entirely contrary to the facts.  The State authorities have never suggested quarantining for ordinary colds, sore throats, or mild fever, and have always left it to the Federal authorities to say whether or not a vessel is infected with pneumonic influenza.





West Australian Tuesday October 31, 1933:


DEATHS


FULLARTON.—On October 29, at Perth, Louis Vincent, late of Wiluna and Leonora, dearly beloved son of Mrs Mary Fullarton, of 27 Duke-street, East Fremantle, loving brother of Daniel (Wiluna); aged 46 years.  


At rest.





West Australian Tuesday October 31, 1933:


FUNERAL NOTICES


FULLARTON.—The Friends of the late Mr Louis Vincent Fullarton, late of Wiluna and Leonora, late 3rd Tunnellers, A.I.F., dearly beloved son of Mrs Mary Fullarton, of 27 Duke-street, East Fremantle, loving brother of Daniel (Wiluna), are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Presbyterian portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery.  The Funeral is appointed to leave 27 Duke-street, East Fremantle at 10.15 o’clock THIS (Tuesday) MORNING.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 10 o’clock train from Fremantle, and the 10.10 o’clock train from Perth.


GIBB and Co., Undertakers





Western Mail Thursday November 9, 1933:


THE WESTERN FRONT


Louis Vincent Fullarton, on October 29, at Perth, aged 46; late 3rd Tunnellers, A.I.F.	








