 SAPPER ANDREW FRANE
6624 - 
1st Tunnelling Company
The district of Leigh, Lancashire, England was a market town for the agricultural centre then interests turned to coal mining, textiles and heavy engineering industries followed making its prosperous.  Andrew Frane / Frain appears to have possibly been born in Leigh, Lancashire the son of Martin and Margaret (nee Dougherty) Frain in the third quarter of 1883.
In 1871 his family were living in the registration district of Bury and residents were Martin (37) Ag. Labourer, Margaret (32), Bridget (38) his sister, Catherine Bolton (housekeeper) and their children Bridget (5), John (3) and Ann (1).

He said his military training was eight years with the R.F.A. and 5 years with the reserved until his time was up.

In 1901 his sister Bridget was married to James Morris and they were at 14 Dukenfield Street, Leigh with citizens of the household being James (27), Bridget (28) and children (John (7), James (5) and Margaret (5mths) and Martin Frain (14) brother-in-law. 
There is an A. Frane (30) fireman from Manchester working on the steamer Morayshire when it arrived in Brisbane, Queensland on 31 March, 1913.
Two years later he arrives in Brisbane on 5 August, 1916 and deserted the ship but was arrested with the following report appearing in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 28 September, 1916 he applies to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal details he gave was he was a navvy with the postal address Townsville, Queensland and two specimen signatures.  Attestation forms describe him further as born in Sydney, NSW and 166cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 65.9kgs (145lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-95cms (35½-37½ins) with a dark complexion and his brown eyes tested to very poor eyesight and his hair was brown.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm and tattoos of pierced heart, soldier on tombstone.  On left arm was head of woman, clasped hand. The right forearm had woman standing on ball with a ship between flags on his chest.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Medical notation was he required dental treatment.  
Next-of-kin nominated was initially his mother Mrs Margaret Frane of 26 Dukenfield Road, Leigh, Lancashire, England and later changed to his sister Mrs Bridget Morris of 14 Dukenfield Street, Leigh, Lancashire, England.  He had been staying at 26 Marshall Lane, Brisbane.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks from 29 September, 1916 until allotted to the Miners’ Corps (1st M.D.) and after final home leave was transferred to their training camp in Seymour, Victoria on 6 December, 1916.  Was placed with the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies training up to departure.  
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6624.

The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.

Disciplinary action was taken while on board the transport:



Offence:
At sea 23/1/17 Conduct to the prejudice to good order and military




discipline



Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay by Lt-Col E.M. Ralph



Offence:
At sea 20/3/17 smoking on No. Troop Deck



Award:

Forfeit’s 2 day’s pay by Lt-Col E.M. Ralph 21/3/17

The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth then marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs for further training on the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 14 April, 1917 via Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  On 21 April marched in to 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

He went sick to the 35th Field Ambulance progressing to the 5th Divisional Rest Station with dermatitis on 26 April then moved to the 9th Casualty Clearing Station with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin).  Was conveyed by Ambulance Train no.4 on May 6 to the 18 General Hospital in Camiers with an infected larynx.  On 1 June was discharged to Base Details “A” fit at Etaples then moved to the Base Depot at Rouelles. 
Sapper left Havre for England arriving at the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.

On 20 June was classified as permanent base duties at Perham Downs due to bronchitis.  
Medical notes:


3 years ago several attacks since.  Chest: no rales.  B.S. exaggerated left base post.  Dyspnoea on


Exertion.  Classed B1a.

Returned from furlough to Perham Downs on 17 July, 1917 and on 7 August was reclassified with B3 debility.  
Sapper appeared before the Medical Board at Perham Downs on 8 August, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads:




Aged:

39 years




Disability:
Bronchitis



Origin of disability:
Of several year’s duration



Place of disability:
Newcastle



Essential facts:
has had gradually increasing cough and dyspnoea (breathless on

exertion) about 12 months






5 months in France, 3 of which were in hospital (bronchitis)




Causation:
work in mine



Present condition:
was 12 stone on leaving Australia.  11stone.  Now finds there is





great dyspnoea on exertion and cannot do any strenuous work.






Chest clear and some dullness both bases



Caused by duty:
Yes



Discharge:

Yes, change to Australia



Board findings:
acquired before enlistment



Aggravated by:
climate



Earn a living:

no less than before enlistment

Doctor’s notes:
Chest this day full of rhonchi (wheezing).  Emphysema and






Chronic Bronchitis (miner).  Seen at Verne camp 10/8/17

Finding:

Permanently unfit for general or home service 5/9/17

On 18 September marched out to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

On 19 September, 1917 Sapper Frane was discharged from the A.I.F. London Headquarters in the United Kingdom in consequence of being permanently unfit for war service at home or abroad.  Service with the A.I.F. was 357 days.  Character was very good during those days of service.  His trade was a stoker and greaser.  Intended residence was 72 Upper Road, Custom House, London E.  All his active and deferred pay over the sum of £5 sterling was received by him.  His parchment certificate of discharged (no.592) was also issued to him.
He was granted a military pension of thirty shillings commencing from 20 September, 1917 to his address at 72 Upper Road at Custom House, R. from Australia House, Strand W.C.  His address changed to 28 Dukenfield Road, Leigh, Lancashire.

He receipted delivery of a Silver War Badge and Certificate No. A425 on 26 April, 1918 from 28 Duckenfield Road, Leigh, Lancashire.

Andrew Frane passed away on 4 May, 1918 at his residence aged 38 years.  Death was registered in Culcher in the Wigan and Leigh district of Lancashire.
His military pension was then cancelled having been paid up to 8 May, 1918.
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Daily Standard (Brisbane) Wednesday August 9, 1916:


IN THE POLICE COURTS – SHIP DESERTION


Francis Mullen (22, Fireman) and Andrew Frane (32, fireman) were charged in the City Police Court this morning before Mr R.A. Moore, P.M. with having deserted from the ship Bellrim [blurred] at Brisbane, on August 5.  Each defendant pleaded not guilty.  The prosecutor stated that six men had left the ship, and two of them had been arrested.  Mullen was sentenced to six weeks’ imprisonment, and Frane to seven weeks’ imprisonment.





Spr. A. Frane
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