SAPPER ALFRED HARRIS FOX
2450 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Hobart, Tasmania was the birthplace of Alfred Harris Fox on 29 May, 1879 the son of Thomas Albert and Emily Jane (nee Richter) Fox.  He went to reside in Melbourne, Victoria and married there about 4 July, 1900 to Grace Catherine Stowe and they lived in Bendigo.

He was arrested on warrant in Bendigo on 19 July, 1900 for desertion of his wife as reported in the:
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In 1905 the miner was insolvent with his case reported in the:
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At some point they re-united and in 1912 had moved to 130 Station Road, Carlton with his occupation of labourer.  He went to work at North Lyell, Tasmania as a miner in 1914 and he returned a year later to 114 Station Road, Carlton where they remained.
At the recruiting depot in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 8 January, 1916 the married thirty-six-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 71.8kgs (158lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-99cms (36-39ins) and a fresh complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm and a scar on the right shin.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Grace Catherine Fox of 114 Station Road, Carlton, Vic and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their child.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.

Acknowledgment to the volunteers was published in the:


He commenced brief basic training in Melbourne and allotted to the 2nd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps in No. 1 Company with the regimental number 2450 in the rank of Sapper.  On 25 March the company was in preparation for embarkation at Rosebery Park, Sydney, New South Wales.
The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  
From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  
They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.  Was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on 25 June, 1916.
Went sick on 17 July, 1916 to the 15th Field Ambulance with P.U.O (pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and sent to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station diagnosed with gastritis (inflammation of stomach lining) then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.30 to the 30th General Hospital at Calais.  
On 2 August, 1916 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Dieppe being admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital, Wandsworth with pyrexia (trench fever).

Was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital on 20 October, 1916 with pyrexia.  Administration Headquarters, London noted he was at the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital on October 28.  Sapper was discharged due to gastritis (slight) to furlough on November 1 and report back to the hospital in preparation for return to Australia.
Sapper Fox embarked from Portland, England on 12 November, 1916 on H.T. Wiltshire for discharge in Australia due to Oedema of right leg (abnormal accumulation of fluid in body producing swelling.)   Base Records advised his wife on 14 December that he was returning home.

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 31 December, 1916 with news of their arrival reported in the:


Sapper was admitted to the 11th Aust General Hospital, Caulfield for further treatment of thrombosis right leg.
On 5 January, 1917 the United Ancient Order of Druids, Melbourne requested Base Records to supply particulars of sickness for the soldier.  Base Records replied certifying his times spent in the 3rd London General and 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospitals.   

The following was reported on him while convalescent in the:

A request for his discharge form was completed on 7 March, 1917 from his address at 114 Station Road, Carlton.  
On 17 March all medical board proceedings and signed request were sent for filing at Base Records and relevant copies to the Deputy Commissioner of Pensions.
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 20 March, 1917 as medically unfit due to oedema of right leg.
His military pension was reduced on 3 January, 1918 from 60 shillings per fortnight to 40 shillings p.f. and his wife’s decreased from 30 to 20 shillings per fortnight.
The British War Medal (38022) and the Victory Medal (37641) were issued to Sapper 2450 Alfred Harris Fox, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

The War Medal was collected on 10 June, 1921 and the Victory Medal on 7 June, 1922 at Victoria Barracks.

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and a statement prepared on 2 September, 1924 was sent to them. 

They remained at 114 Station Road, Carlton all their lives and his occupation was a labourer.

Base Records forwarded a copy of his service records on 14 June, 1929 in response to a request by the Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission.
Alfred Harris Fox passed away on 15 June, 1940 aged 61 years.  Arrangements were printed in the:


.
Bendigo Independent Friday July 20, 1900:


TO-DAY’S EVENTS


Alleged Wife Desertion—A young man named Alfred Harry Fox was arrested on warrant yesterday by Constable Withers at the instance of his wife, Grace Catherine Fox, charging him with wife desertion.  Complainant was married to the defendant only 15 days ago.  They only lived together for three days, when the bridegroom departed.  He has since been residing in a house in Faul’s lane.





Argus (Melbourne) Saturday June 10, 1905:


NEW INSOLVENTS


Alfred Harris Fox, of Happy Valley, Bendigo, miner.  Cause of Insolvency—Lack of remunerative employment through a mining accident, losses through tributing, sickness of wife and child and pressure of creditors.  Liabilities £34, assets, nil.  Mr R.A. Rankin, assignee.





Alexandra and Yea Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton and Acheron Express Friday 3 March, 1916:


STANDARD ROLL OF HONOR – RECRUITS WANTED


A.H. Fox										Article abridged





Argus Monday January 1, 1917:


SOLDIERS RETURN – WOUNDED AND CONVALESCENT 


A large number of sick and convalescent Australian soldiers arrived during the weekend.  All were cheerful and excited with the joy of home-coming.  They were reticent to a degree regarding their own experiences.  “I did my bit” or “That’s all over now, and here I am,” were replied to curious or sympathetic strangers once they had completed formalities and emerged from the gates of Victoria Barracks, where relatives and friends in great numbers were waiting to welcome them. 


During the voyage three men were washed overboard in the Bay of Biscay, but one, with wonderful fortune, was thrown onboard again by the next wave.  “The Germans couldn’t shoot him and you can’t drown him.” an officer remarked, in relating the incident.  The usual welcoming arrangements—provision of flowers, sweets and “smokes” for the men at Port Melbourne by local ladies and conveyance from the ships to the barracks by members of the Automobile Club and other motorists—were observed.





Alexandra and Yea Standard and Yarck, Gobur, Thornton and Acheron Express Friday 2 March, 1917 [date cut off]


WHERE ARE THEY? – WHAT ARE THEY DOING?


Sapper A.H. Fox, of the Pioneer Corps, who was wounded in the big battle at Fleur Bey, France, in July last, is an out-door patient of the Base Hospital, Caulfield.





Age (Melbourne) Monday June 17, 1940:


FUNERAL NOTICES


FOX—The Friends of the late Mr ALFRED HARRIS FOX are respectfully informed that his remains will be laid to rest in the Farkner Cemetery.  The funeral will leave his residence, 114 Station-street, Carlton, TO-MORROW (Tuesday) at 10 a.m.


AUSTRAL FUNERAL SERVICE PTY LTD





His War Grave in Fawkner Cemetery, Vic


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website 


submitted by Geoff F





Interment took place in the Church of England compartment S of Fawkner Cemetery in grave no. 1630.  He has a Commonwealth War Grave.
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