SAPPER WILLIAM GRAVES IRWIN FORSTER
6926 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
William Graves Irwin Forster was born on 30 April, 1879 at Dungog, New South Wales the son of Samuel Irwin and Elizabeth Ellen (nee Corr) Forster.  His mother died in 1884.  In 1903 he was a farmer at Mullonda, Dungog and from 1912 is listed as a selector at Proston, via Wondai, Queensland.  
The following was reported from the Land Court in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Maryborough, Qld on 1 December, 1916 the thirty-seven-year-old miner and stockman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  He had previously been rejected due to varicocele (varicose veins in scrotum).  Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7¼ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-91cms (33-36ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and had black hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Distinctive marks were scar on left shin and a scar on point of nose.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Elizabeth Emily Helen Pillidge of Mondure, Murgon, Qld.   The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion until 30 December, 1916 then allotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) and after Final Home Leave on January 9, 1917 was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction.  From 12 January to February 27 trained with the Tunnelling Company recruits then joined the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  
In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with The Curator, Intestate Estates, Brisbane, Qld.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6926.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Forster left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and the remainder marched into Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Southampton on 18 August, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Sapper was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on September 2, 1917.

The Headquarters of the Company at this time was situated at La Panne on the Belgian Coast with the Unit camped in the sand dunes at St Idesbalde.  The Company was working in the Nieuport Bains sector to the extreme left of the British Line and had just completed dugout work at Dune 18 for the Artillery Group Headquarters with cubicles for staff and Machine Gun Posts.
The arrival of the reinforcements was recorded in the Unit Dairy of the Company as:


“2/9/17
Marched into camp Reinforcements 61 O.R.s from Australian General Base Depot, Havre.” 

He went sick on 20 November, 1917 to the 96th Field Ambulance with diarrhoea and moved to the 90th Field Ambulance a day later.  
Progressed to the 134th Field Ambulance at the 39th Divisional Rest Station by November 26.  He entered the 46th Stationary Hospital at Etaples on 6 December where he remained suffering from Dysentery of uncertain origin until January 16, 1918.

He was invalided to England on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen that day being admitted to the Addington Park War Hospital at Croydon for further treatment. 

Base Records advised his sister on 25 January, 1918 that he had been admitted on 16/1/18 to the Addington Park War Hospital, Croydon, England suffering from dysentery – convalescent.  His address for correspondence was also included.

On 15 February, 1918 was discharged to furlough and to report to the No. 4 Command Depot on 1 March, 1918.  The same day he was taken on strength with Administration Headquarters A.I.F. from the 2nd Tunnelling Company (under para. 962) Guard.

Disciplinary action for the following was taken:

Offence:
London appearing on parade unshaven 8/4/18




Award:

Admonished by Major C.H. Howard

Sapper marched into the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 8 May, 1919 and re-transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company.
Further discipline was taken:

Offence:
Weymouth 16/5/18 AWL from 11.15 p.m. 15/6/18 until 11.45 p.m.






15/6/18 when found in Wexten by Military Police




Award:

Admonished by Major C.C. Campbell 17/6/18

His Kit was inspected on 17 July, 1918 at No. 2 Command Depot and contained:


Hat badge, drawers, Khaki hat, flannel shirt, woollen socks, chin strap, 2 collar badges, breeches,


Service jacket, 2 Australia titles, Identity disc with cord.

Items replaced through transfer circumstances:


Boots, Braces, Brushes – hair, tooth, shaving, comb, drawers, fork, knife, spoon, greatcoat, holdall,


Housewife, cardigan jacket, razor and case, flannel shirt, 2 singlets, 2 prs woollen socks, 2 towels


Laces (boots), putties and Sea kitbag.

On 29 July, 1918 the following were issued:


Universal kitbag and comforter cap, 2 collar badges and two Australia titles.

Sapper Forster was invalided home to Australia for a change due to dysentery on 8 August, 1918 on board H.T. Carpentaria.  Base Records advised his sister on 4 September that he was returning home.  
A list of the soldiers returning to Queensland was published in the: 
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The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 4 October, 1918.   Their arrival was covered in the:

The Queenslanders were entrained for the journey to Brisbane and news of their arrival on October 6, 1918 was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 22 October, 1918 as medically unfit.
He returned to Proston giving his occupation as a selector where he remained.
The British War Medal (29003) and the Victory Medal (27692) were issued to Sapper 6926 William Graves Irwin Forster, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
The Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 29 August, 1927.

He married on 12 May, 1928 to Mildred May Gray and they lived at the Proston selection.

A snippet appears about him in the:
In 1953 they retired to 127 Torquay Street, Torquay on the Fraser Coast.

The following appeared after the Land Court Hearings in the:


William Graves Irwin Forster passed away on 20 May, 1969 aged 90 years.  Interment took place in Monumental Section C of the Wesleyan and Methodist portion of Polson Cemetery, Mt Vernon in grave no C257.
Mrs Mildred Forster died on 23 June, 1989 at 90 years of age.  Her grave is in the same location.
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Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Monday October 21, 1912:


NANANGO LAND COURT


GRANTED FOR LEASE. —W.G.I. Forster, 12 Proston, 307a;				Article abridged





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Wednesday September 11, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIER


Brisbane, September 10.


List “F” of returning men due in Australia shortly, includes the name of Sapper W.G.I. Forster, A.I.F headquarters, Maryborough.





Argus Saturday October 5, 1918:


WELCOMED HOME – WOUNDED OF LISTS “F” AND “Q”


Notwithstanding the unpleasant weather conditions many persons visited the city yesterday morning to welcome home a party of wounded and invalid soldiers and about 20 sailors who have been granted furlough after service in the North Sea.  The names of the Victorian soldiers were published in List “F”.





In had been announced that the procession would reach the city shortly after 11 o’clock, but owing to the vessel being delayed it was nearly 1 o’clock before the first car arrived at the Town Hall strong-post.  The large crowd which surrounded the main entrance gave the heroes a hearty reception and a few words of welcome were addressed by the Lord Mayor (Councillor Stapley) to the occupants of each car as it passed beneath the portico.  At each of the 14 strong-posts between Port Melbourne and the Sturt Street Depot the men were cheered upon their way and a generous public showered upon them gifts of fruit, flowers and cigarettes.  The troops from New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia and Tasmania after being entertained at No. 1 Red Cross Rest Home, Wirth’s Park left for their respective transports during the afternoon.





Brisbane Courier Monday October 7, 1918:  


HOME AGAIN – RETURNED HEROES WARMLY RECEIVED


An exceedingly warm welcome was accorded the contingent of returned soldiers who arrived in Brisbane shortly before 8 o’clock last night.  There were 72 men on the train, and the officer in charge was Lieut. King, while Capt. Garrett was the medical officer.


The State Commandant (Brigadier General Irving) welcomed the men at the Central Railway Station, where the No. 1 District Military Band was in attendance and preceded the procession of motor cars, in which the soldiers were conveyed along Edward and Queens Streets.  A welcome was provided by other bands and several choirs in the streets, which were crowded with citizens and the returned heroes were greeted with loud cheering.


On arrival at the Military Hospital, Kangaroo Point the soldiers were entertained at supper and the party that had assembled there to greet them included his Excellency the Governor, Mrs T.J. Ryan, the Minister for Public Industries (Mr H.F. Hardacre), the Mayor of Brisbane (Ald. M’Master) and Mrs M’Master.


The men who returned were: W.G.I. Forster, A.I.F. Hqrs, Maryborough.			


Article abridged





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Saturday May 10, 1930:


WONDAI SHIRE – NEW COUNCIL MEETS


From W.G.I. Forster requesting permission to fall scrub on road between portion 12 Proston and 179 Mondure.  Permission granted to fall scrub ½ chain width.





Maryborough Chronicle Thursday April 29, 1954:


EVIDENCE IN LAND COURT HEARINGS


A VALUATION Appeal Court is respect to valuations adopted by the Burrum Shire Council on February 10 last was presided over by Mr K. Ward S.M. yesterday morning.					


William Graves Irwin Forster, 127 Torquay Terrace, Torquay, said that he was the owner of perpetual town lease 21517, of an area of 3 roods 9 perches, situated at Torquay Terrace, Torquay.  The valuation by the valuer had been set at £90.  In his opinion the land was not worth more than £40.  Allotments not a quarter of a mile away were offered for sale by tender, but they were not sold.  There was no road to his land from Bideford-street.  From Bideford-street the stumps were still on the road and people using the road had had their car springs broken since the heavy rains.  A bid drain had also been washed out.  Three-fifths of the allotment were on a steep hill, almost vertical. One-fifth was a swamp after rain and the other fifth had a drop of 1 in 10.


PRICE OF LAND


Cross-examined by Mr Weir witness said he bought the land last year at the Crown upset price of £100.  The road to his own home adjoining was just as bad.  He paid £1345 for the property he lived on, and it was almost level.  On Mrs Beck’s allotment the Crown upset was £70 compared with £100 on his.  Witness was of the opinion that the land ranger was wrong in putting on such a value.  Not many new homes had gone up in the area.  There were quite a number of vacant allotments.  He did not know that the Crown upset in Frost’s property was £70.  Frost’s allotment would be very similar to his.  Kunst’s allotment was also similar.


The S.M. confirmed the shire valuation which, he said, was supported by the evidence.  Appellant had failed to produce any evidence which would justify a reduction.					


Article abridged





Forster graves in Polson Cemetery, Pt Vernon, Qld


Photos sourced from Find-a-Grave 


contributed by Michelle








