SAPPER ARTHUR EDWARD FORD

4756 – 2nd Tunnelling Company 
Born at Mount Nicholas, Fingal, Tasmania on 2 December, 1886 was Arthur Edward Ford the son of Henry Thomas (died 1915) and Susan (nee Walker) Ford.  He married at Mount Nicholas, Fingal on 9 September, 1911 to Ellen Julia Spencer.  They were living at St Marys in 1914.
At the recruiting depot at Fingal on 16 February, 1916 the twenty-nine-year-old married coal miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 166cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 61.8kgs (136lbs) with a chest expansion 97-104cms (38-41ins) with a dark complexion, good vision in his brown eyes and dark hair.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  He admitted to being convicted for disturbing the peace.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Ella Ford of St Marys and they had two dependent children.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was reported in the:
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He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont camp on 2 March, 1916 after basic training commenced the previous day.  Allotment was with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company (6th Military District) until 28 April.
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The next day their section of 3 officers and 76 Other Ranks plus 8 Reinforcements were transferred to Broadmeadows Camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) to join the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.) and also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4756.

Early in May 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training. 

The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Tunnelling Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  
Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot two days later.  
Meanwhile his name was listed joining the Soldiers’ Catholic Guild and published in the:


Sapper left the 1st Anzac Reinforcements Camp on 12 October for the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

On 26 October, 1916 was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company.  He was wounded in action on 12 November and taken to the 4th London Field Ambulance the next day with a gunshot wound (III-1) to his neck then to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.  
Base Records advised his wife on 4 December, 1916 that it was reported he was wounded in action.

Sapper progressed to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station and the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station and left the 15th C.C.S. on 14 December for his unit returning to duty the following day.
His name was among those appearing in the Casualty List published in the:

Sapper was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 25 December, 1916.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Service continued until 8 September, 1917 when he went sick to the 2 /1 East Lancashire Field Ambulance suffering with asthma and transferred to the 15th Corps Sick Station at the 15th Casualty Clearing Station.  Was discharged to duty on 16 September arriving the following day.

Leave from France was taken from 30 September to 10 October, 1917.

He was counted in an audit of the company still with his unit on 16 July, 1918.

Leave was granted and taken to the United Kingdon from 13 September, 1918 and re-joined his unit on 1 October.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Orders were received to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot on 30 March, 1919.

He returned to his family at St Marys working as a miner where he remained.

Sapper was admitted to the 39th General Hospital on 1 April with Pediculosis (infested with lice) and discharged to the Aust Infantry Base Depot on April 4.
They left from the Depot on 6 April disembarking at Southampton the next day marching into the No. 2 Convalescent camp at Sutton Veny.  
After demobilisation Sapper Ford embarked on 20 May, 1919 from Liverpool, England on board H.T. Nestor.  Base Records advised his wife on 18 June that he was returning home.  

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 2 July, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:


The Tasmanian soldiers left for Sydney (2nd M.D.) to travel to their State on the S.S. Kyogle arriving at Barnes Bay for quarantine then by the S.S. Excella to Hobart on July 22 with news of their arrivals reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 5 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
Anglesea Barracks, Hobart (6th M.D.) forwarded on 27 September, 1919 to Base Records medical documents together with his dates of arrival and discharge.

The British War Medal (4085) and the Victory Medal (4074) were issued to Sapper 4736 Arthur Edward Ford, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his service.

The following was reported during 1931 in the:


The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 25 June, 1939.

He re-enlisted during World War II at St Marys on 16 May, 1942 aged 55 years stating his previous military service was 3 years and 188 days as a Sapper with the A.I.F.  He passed the medical examination in class II B in good physique but only had fair eyesight without glasses, weighing 54.5kgs (120lbs) with a chest measurement of 90cms (35½ins).  Next-of-kin was his wife Ellen Julia Ford of St Marys, Tas.  His service number was T34607 but no training or service was undertaken.
From 1954 they couple were listed in Electoral Rolls at Pass Road, St Marys with his occupation as miner.

Mrs Ellen Julia Ford died on 18 January, 1958.

Arthur Edward Ford passed away on 22 April, 1963 aged 76 years.  Interment took place in St Marys General Cemetery.
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Examiner Friday February 18, 1916:


ENTERED CAMP


Captain Walsh (medical officer) and Second Lieutenant recently visited Fingal on Wednesday when Recruiting Sergeant F. Hague admitted 26 for examination.  They were: A.E. Ford			Article abridged





Sapper Arthur Edward Ford
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W.A. Record (Perth) Saturday September 16, 1916:


CATHOLIC SOLDIERS’ GUILD


The following names of Catholic members of No. 5 Tunnelling Company have been added to the membership of the Soldiers’ Catholic Guild:


A.E. Ford,										Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday December 13, 1916:


ROLL OF HONOUR – TASMANIAN CASUALTIES


Two Casualty lists, Nos 248 and 249, were issued yesterday.  They contain 1865 names and the following are the Tasmanians in two lists:


WOUNDED—A.E. Ford, St Marys;							Article abridged





Argus Thursday July 3, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS WELCOMED


Two contingents of Victorian soldiers comprising on 900 men landed at Port Melbourne yesterday afternoon.  They were troops who returned on the s.s. Nestor and the s.s. Port Napier.  As they arrived at the hours fixed for their disembarkation, there was no delay in transporting them to the A.I.F. Depot in Sturt Street, where relatives and friends met them.  The soldiers who looked well, received a cordial welcome as they passed through the city streets.





Examiner (Launceston) Monday July 14, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The following soldiers arrived at Barnes Bay to-day: A.E. Ford				Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday July 22, 1919:


RETURNING TASMANIANS – MEN BY THE KYOGLE


A contingent of 28 soldiers who arrived at Barnes Bay from Sydney by the s.s. Kyogle a week ago were released from quarantine yesterday, and brought to Hobart by the s.s. Excella.  On arrival they were met at the wharf and, preceded by the Army reserve Band, were conveyed to the Red Cross Hostel in motor-cars.  They went via Macquarie, Elizabeth and Collins streets, and on arrival were officially welcomed by the Mayor, Major Brosnan (for the military authorities), Rev. M.A. Overend (for the military chaplains), Mr J. Barge (on behalf of the Father’s Association) and Sergt. Phillips (representing the R.S.S.A.I.L.A.), Major A.C. Parker acted as transport officer of the Red Cross Society.  Seventeen of the soldiers were for the North, and six for Hobart.  The Northerners will travel by the express this morning.


The names of the men were as follows:


Per s.s. Nestor: A.E. Ford, St Marys					Article abridged	





Examiner (Launceston) Monday June 1, 1931:


ST MARYS


At the St. Mary’s Police Court on Thursday Arthur Stone, Arthur Ford and Martha Margison pleaded guilty to allowing cattle to stray in the streets.  They were fined 5s each and 9s costs, the costs being remitted in the latter case.  Messrs C.G. Ransom and L.E. Ranson were on the bench.





Their grave in St Marys General Cemetery, Tas
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