SAPPER JAMES FIELD
6880 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
James Edward Field was born on 15 February, 1886 in St Pancras, London, England the son of Edward (died 1887) and Priscilla (nee Wall) Field and baptised at St Pancras on 15 March.  In 1891 the family were residing at 6 Sandwich Street, St Pancras and members were Priscilla (37) laundress, Alice (13), Elizabeth (9), Annie (6), Edward (5) and Rebecca (3).

Ten years later in 1901 they were at Compton Street, St Pancras and residing there were Priscilla (47), Alice (23) housemaid, Elizabeth (19) tailor, Edward (15) errand boy, Rebecca (13), William (7) and Alfred (6) scholars.

Military experience was gained from 4 years with the Kings Royal Rifles until discharged.
He came to Tasmania, Australia and was working at Zeehan in 1916.

At the recruiting depot at Zeehan on 11 October, 1916 the single thirty-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-92cms (32-36ins) and a dark complexion, brown eyes and black hair.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Elizabeth Field of 15 Alcock Street, King’s Cross, London and later changed to 23 Edward Square, Caledonian Road.  
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont camp (6th Military District) on October 26, 1916.
Basic training commenced with the Miners’ Reinforcements until transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) on 8 December, 1916.  Was allotted to the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies on January 11.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6880.
The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  
The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  

The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth marching into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 14 April, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  Sapper marched out on 21 April to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field. 

Sapper was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 17 May, 1917 and taken on strength.

Service continued without illness of injury until wounded in action on 12 March, 1918 suffering gas poisoning and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance.
The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following:

“O.C. visited new camp site, and conferred with C.E. regarding action in case of enemy attacks.

Tactical situation still more critical.  Enemy artillery activity intense, shells being used extensively, mixed with a proportion of H.E.

The area around No. 3 Section Forward Billets at Trescault heavily shelled with gas resulting in 2 officers (Lieut. L.G. Wilkins and Lieut. S. Halford) 74 sappers of the Coy being gassed, besides 58 attached infantry.  The bombardment lasted from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. [number cut off] night of 12/13th and was spread over quite a large area, which retained a dangerous concentration of gas for over 24 hours.  It is estimated that the enemy fired 40,000 shells on the Corps front during the 24 hours.  The majority of these fell in and around Trescault.  The enemy also shelled various points in back areas with H.E.  These included Metz, Ytres Station and Royaucourt.  Owing to the tactical situation Labour Corps ordered not to have any men on detachment after evening of the 12th.”  

Two days later was taken from the Casualty Clearing Station to the 5th General Hospital at Rouen then was invalided to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle entering the Exeter War Hospital with gas poisoning (mild.)  On 22 April was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then two days later discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.
The address of his mother was changed on his records on 1 June, 1918 to Mrs Priscilla Field, 35 Huntingdon Street, Caledonian Road, Barnsbury, England.
On 8 June, 1918 marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade and proceeded to France on June 29 from Longbridge, Deverill arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the following day.  Left to re-join his unit on July 4.
Went sick on July 26 to the 15th Field Ambulance with diarrhoea then to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station and on July 31 transferred to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station.  On 7 August was transferred to the Reinforcements camp and re-joined his unit on 10 August.

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps left by the enemy.

Marched out to the Medical Board on 6 December, 1918 at the Aust General Base Depot and was returned to England three days later arriving at Southampton.   
Proceeded to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth for return to England due to B Class debility.  Ten days later went sick to hospital.
Was admitted on 31 December, 1918 to the Monte Video Camp hospital with bronchial-pneumonia (severe).  On 16 January, 1919 returned to Weymouth depot convalescent and returned to duty on 15 February, 1919.

Sapper Field returned to Australia as an invalid on 25 March, 1919 on board H.T. Port Denison.  

His name was among those soldiers listed as returning in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 10 May, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:


Further news of soldiers from the troopship Port Denison was announced in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th Military District) on 17 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
In 1919 he was listed in Electoral Rolls at North Heemskerk working as a miner.

For serving his country Sapper 6880 James Field, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (6983) and the Victory Medal (6802).

On 8 May, 1933 he became an inmate at the New Town Charitable Institute, Hobart and details taken show he was 48 years, could read and write, religion was Church of England, born in London, England and his next-of-kin was Mrs P. Field, mother of 35 Huntingdon Street, King’s Cross, London.  He was destitute with no reference for pension and discharged from there on 10 August, 1933.

While in the Institute, the Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 17 July, 1933.
In 1936 and 1937 he is listed at Macquarie Plains with the occupation of labourer.  From 1943 to 1949 was at Hopevale, Mangalore with no occupation.  In 1954 he was at St John’s Place, New Town with no occupation.
James Edward Field, late of New Town, passed away on 22 July, 1955 aged 78 years.  Cremation took place at Cornelian Bay Crematorium and ashes were placed at Derwent Gardens, A.I.F. Arch, 1 South, No. 6 F.


He left all available household and personal items to Victor Norris of Bagdad, Tas and any residue to the Tasmanian Society of Crippled Children.
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Zeehan and Dundas Herald Tuesday October 24, 1916:


OFF TO CAMP – A BIG BATCH OF MEN


The Zeehan railway station was most uncomfortably crowded yesterday by the friends and well-wishers of a large batch of men proceeding to camp.  It was probably one of the biggest batches that have left by one train during the progress of the war and the scene brought vividly to mind the fact that we are at war and in death-grips with a mighty [blurred word].  Those who boarded the Emu Bay train yesterday numbered 21, as follows: 


A.I.F.—Messrs: G. Burke, A.T. Jarvis, F. Payne, R. Dudgeon, C.W. Cook, James Field, Len Bennett, R.R. French and E.T. Wilson.									Article abridged





Daily Post Tuesday October, 24, 1916:


ZEEHAN


ZEEHAN, Monday.


Twenty-one men left to go into training to-day amid a scene of great enthusiasm, airs from the Zeehan Band, and speeches from Warden Fisher.  The following for A.I.F: James Field			Article abridged








Examiner (Launceston) Saturday May 3, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The following troops are shortly returning from abroad per Port Denison.


Spr J. Field, 2nd Tunn. C., King’s Cross, London;						Article abridged





Argus Monday May 12, 1919:


TROOPS REACH HOME – VICTORIANS ON PORT DENISON


Early though the hour of arrival was, a cordial welcome was on Saturday morning given to 380 Victorian members of the A.I.F., who returned on the transport Port Denison.  The men were met at Port Melbourne by the State Commandant (Brigadier-General Brand) and the acting staff officer for invalids and returned soldiers (Lieut. J. Young), and a large fleet of motor-cars, and were conveyed to the city.  In the streets through which they passed people rallied to give them a welcoming wave, and at Sturt-street they were expeditiously passed through the depot, and swept away by their own folk.  The depot officials refer with pride to the fact that the whole contingent was “handled” in a little more than two hours.





World (Hobart) Thursday May 22, 1919:


MORE SOLDIERS RETURNING


The following telegram was received by the military authorities yesterday: two officers and 39 other ranks, ex Kildonian Castle, 40 Port Denison, 28 Karoa, two Eastern, seven miscellaneous, 15 war workers and one officer and 71 other ranks ex s.s. Khyber, embarked Rotomahana.  Sails Portsea 22nd inst.: total embarked all ranks 265.  The troops ex Khyber are in addition to those published yesterday.  There are about 34 for Hobart.  





His plaque on Queens’s Wall, Cornelian Bay Cemetery, Hobart, Tas


Photo sourced from Graves of Tasmania website








