CORPORAL LEONARD MILTON FEUTRILL
755 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Leonard Milton Feutrill was born on 1 January, 1885 at Launceston, Tasmania the son of William Thomas (died 1928) and Ellen Agnes (nee Haywood died 1907) Feutrill.  He worked on the West Coast of Tasmania before becoming a seaman at about twenty-years of age.  Some of his voyages were recorded in shipping records as follows:
At the recruiting depot at the Sydney Town Hall on 8 October, 1915 the single twenty-seven-year-old seaman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 167cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-97cms (34½-38ins) and a fresh complexion with his grey eyes testing to good vision in his right eye and fair sight in the left one and hair was brown.  Distinctive marks were tattoos on his left forearm of a crest and cross and on the right forearm was a sword and snake, ship and crossed arms.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father William Thomas Feutrill of 9 Spencer Street, Launceston, Tas.  He went to Holdsworthy camp near Liverpool, New South Wales and took and signed the Oath of Allegiance on 19 October, 1915.
Basic training commenced with the Mining Corps at Casual camp, near Liverpool with the No. 2 Company and later assigned the regimental number 755.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

From July, 1917 the company was situated on the Belgian Coast at Nieuport Bains working in the sand dunes on Infantry subways, closely timbered and electrically lit, for the safe passage of troops.
Service continued without illness or injury until the 20 September, 1917 when he suffered a lacerated right wrist and taken to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station then to the 156th Sick Station the following day. 
A report was prepared for Headquarters on September 20 by the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Tunnelling Company which stated that: 
“Sapper Feutrill had been admitted to hospital with a cut right wrist (accidental) of a trivial nature and would not interfere with future efficiency.  The C.O. stated that this occurred in advanced billets at Nieuport Bains returning to billets from trenches.  Soldier was not to blame.” 
Two days later was admitted to the 2nd Canadian Stationary Hospital in Outreau and invalided to England on September 26 on the hospital ship St Andrew entering the Northampton War Hospital, Duston, England with a cut wrist (accidental.)  Medical notation during his twenty-three days a patient was wound progressing satisfactorily.
Base Records regretted to advise his father on 5 October, 1917 that it was reported his son was wounded.  His address for correspondence was included. This news was shared in the:


On 18 October, 1917 Sapper was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield then discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on October 30.  Description of accident was recorded as:
Tripped over and got his wrist cut.  Cut by something on ground.  Flexion of ring and little finger limited.  Dry Dressing.  Debility B1a4.
Further advice from Base Records dated 5 November, 1917 to his father reported further that his son had now been reported accidentally injured and not wounded as previously reported.  Again news was reported in the:


Sapper marched out on 24 November, 1917 classed with B1a4 debility arriving at the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.  Was discharged to furlough on 15 December then marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade on December 27.  Was examined as dentally fit and satisfied without lower denture while there.
Proceeded overseas to France on 12 January, 1918 from Longbridge, Deverill via Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  Marched out to re-join his unit on January 17 re-joining a day later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  On 3 February, 1918 he was promoted to 2nd Corporal due to 2nd Corporal Down being promoted.

Went to 11th Aust Field Ambulance on 6 April, 1918 with a sprained left ankle moving to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station then progressed to the 22nd General Hospital at Camiers on April 8.  Four days later was invalided to England on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick being admitted to the Whipps Cross War Hospital, Leytonstone, affiliated with the Colchester Military Hospital the following day with a sprained ankle with an R.C. fracture of 4th Malleolus.

After twenty-six days was transferred on 8 May to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford.  Medical notes stated no disability, no limitation of movement with debility of B1b and to have radiant heat and massage.

Second Corporal was discharged after seventeen days with some swelling and pain on walking and massage with Ba debility.  Was sent to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on May 24 with improvement noted on 22 June.  
Marched out on 6 July to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny remaining for six days then sent to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill on July 12.  Medical note says dentally fit with a partial lower plate. 
Proceeded overseas to France on 1 August, 1918 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Marched out for his unit on 4 August and re-joined four days later.

On 1 October, 1918 was promoted to Corporal as Corporal Bright was also promoted on that day.

Corporal was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Was admitted to the 6th Aust Field Ambulance on 20 December, 1918 with a carbuncle and returned to duty on 4 January, 1919.

Orders were received on 30 March, 1919 to return to the Base Depot and they left from there on 4 April for England arriving at the No. 2 Group camp the following day.

After demobilisation Corporal Feutrill embarked for Australia from Liverpool, England on 20 May, 1919 on board H.T. Nestor.  Base Records advised his father on 25 June that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 5 July, 1919.  The Tasmanians were then entrained to Sydney (2nd M.D.) to board the ship S.S. Kyogle for the journey to Barnes Bay, Tasmania and into quarantine.
His name was among those soldiers listed as returning and published in the:


A week later left for Launceston arriving on July 20 to a welcome home as reported in the:

News of their arrival by express train at Hobart (6th Military District) was covered in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at Launceston on 25 July, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:


Essential facts:  No wounds or sickness



                          Social disease present



Disability was due to: (d) want of proper care on man’s part.  He was deferred for treatment.
At No. 9 Aust General Hospital, on 29 July, 1919 was admitted for treatment of a social disease and was discharged as cured on 29 October for transfer back to the No. 12 Aust General Hospital.  He reported to the Medical Board on 4 November, 1919 and declared fit.  This was approved in Hobart two days later.
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 27 December, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  His address in 1919 was listed in Electoral Rolls as 84 Howick Street, Launceston with the occupation of seaman.

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded on 7 January, 1920 to Base Records medical board proceedings plus dates of his return to Australia and discharge.

The British War Medal (3340) and the Victory Medal (3339) were issued to Corporal 755 Leonard Milton Feutrill, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

The only shipping list registered for him after the war was as follows:


Leonard Milton Feutrill was working as a stoker on the coastal steamer S.S. Arkaba and believed to have fallen or been blown off the Busselton jetty, Western Australia on 5 October, 1936 and drowned along with fellow seaman James McGill.  He was about 51 years old.
News of their disappearance and identification was published in the:


It is likely that burial would have taken place in Busselton Cemetery in an unmarked grave but there are no location details of his grave to confirm this.
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Date�
Voyage�
Name Listed�
Age�
Where Born�
Ship�
Station�
�
7-Apr-05�
Melbourne- Sydney�
L.M. Fewtrill�
�
�
�
Fireman�
�
00-Oct-06�
Albany-Melbourne�
L.M. Feutrill�
�
Sydney�
Pilbara�
Fireman�
�
28-Apr-11�
Auckland-Sydney�
L.M. Feutrill�
23�
Launceston�
Maheno�
Fireman�
�
30-Sep-11�
Vancouver-Sydney�
L.M. Feutrill�
24�
Launceston�
Marama�
Fireman�
�
25-Oct-12�
Auckland-Sydney�
L.M. Feutrill�
25�
Launceston�
Maheno�
Fireman�
�
14-Feb-13�
Brisbane-Sydney�
L.M. Feutrill�
25�
Launceston�
Cooma�
Fireman�
�
29-Sep-13�
Melbourne- Sydney�
L.M. Feutrill�
25�
Launceston�
Zealandia�
Fireman�
�
27-Oct-13�
Melbourne- Sydney�
L.M. Fewtrill�
25�
Launceston�
Zealandia�
Fireman�
�
24-Nov-13�
Melbourne- Sydney�
L.M. Feutrill�
25�
Launceston�
Zealandia�
Fireman�
�
28-Dec-13�
Melbourne- Sydney�
L.M. Feutrill�
25�
Launceston�
Zealandia�
Fireman�
�
13-Jul-14�
Fremantle-Sydney�
L.M. Feutrill�
25�
Launceston�
Indarra�
Fireman�
�
5-Mar-15�
Melbourne- Sydney�
L.M. Feutrill�
24�
Launceston�
Kapunda�
Donkeyman�
�






Examiner (Launceston) Thursday October 11, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOUR


Mr W.T. Feutrill, of Launceston has been advised that his youngest son, Sapper L.M. Feutrill has been wounded in France.  Sapper Feutrill has seen two years of the war.





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Tuesday November 13, 1917:


Mr W.T. Feutrill, of Launceston, has been advised that his son, Sapper L.M. Feutrill, was accidentally injured, not wounded, as previously reported.  Sapper Feutrill was some years ago a well-known resident of the West Coast. 





Examiner (Launceston) Monday July 14, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS


The following soldiers arrived at Barnes Bay to-day, per Kyogle: Feutrill			


Article abridged





Mercury Monday July 21, 1919:


SOLDIER’S RETURN – CONTINGENT FROM BARNES BAY – WELCOMED AT HOBART


A contingent of 28 soldiers who arrived at Barnes Bay from Sydney by the s.s. Kyogle a week ago were released from quarantine yesterday, and brought to Hobart by the s.s. Excella.  On arrival they were met at the wharf and preceded by the Army Reserve Band, were conveyed to the Red Cross Hostel in motor-cars.  They went via Macquarie, Elizabeth and Collins streets, and on arrival were officially welcomed by the Mayor, Major Brosnan (for the military authorities), Rev. M.A. Overend (for the military chaplains), Mr J. Barge (on behalf of the Father’s Association) and Sergt. Phillips (representing the R.S.S.A.I.L.A.), Major A.C. Parker acted as transport officer of the Red Cross Society.  Seventeen of the soldiers were for the North, and six for Hobart.  The Northerners will travel by the express this morning.


The names of the men were as follows:


Per s.s. Nestor: Corporal Feutrill, 2nd Tun. (Launceston):	


Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday July 22, 1919:


RETURNING TASMANIANS – MEN BY THE KYOGLE


A party of eighteen returned soldiers arrived at Launceston yesterday after noon, by the express from Hobart.  They were men who had originally landed in Melbourne, but the order that they might return to Tasmania by the Kyogle they travelled overland to Sydney so as to connect with the vessel.  Their period of quarantine was concluded at Barnes Bay on Sunday, and they travelled to Hobart during the afternoon, so as to leave for the north yesterday.  Their arrival at Launceston was no doubt an auspicious one, for their return on the greatest thanks giving day Launceston has ever celebrated was a vast contrast to the day on which they left their homeland shores, heedless of any danger they had to face, and prepared to lay down their lives in the cause of freedom and justice.  Those who returned are:


Corpl Feutrill, 2nd Tun.				


Article abridged





Date	          Voyage                        Name                        Age   Place of birth    Ship               Station





   18-Jul-24    Fremantle-Sydney      L.M. Feutrill              30      Tasmania        Dimboola         Greaser





South-Western News (Busselton) Friday October 9, 1936:


TWO SEAMEN MISSING FROM S.S. “ARKABA”


At 4.30 o’clock on Tuesday afternoon last the chief engineer of the s.s. “Arkaba,” which was loading timber at the port, reported to the Busselton police that a greaser and a stoker, named James McGill and Leonard Feautrill, respectively, were missing from the vessel and fears were held that they had fallen from the jetty on Monday night and were drowned.  The two seamen had left the vessel on shore leave at 5 p.m. on Monday and were due to resume duty early the following morning.


From enquiries made by the police it is understood that the men were seen by several of the lumpers who were returning from work about 10 o’clock on Monday night.  The seamen were then making towards the jetty.  The possibility of the men having deserted the ship is considered to be improbable in view of the fact that the “Arkaba,” which is a coastal vessel, had visited Fremantle a few days earlier, and had the men wished to desert, better opportunities would them have been available.  This contention is strengthened by the knowledge that the two missing seamen were not usually mates and seldom went ashore in one another’s company.  


A strong north-westerly wind was blowing throughout Monday night.


After receiving the report, Constables J. Matthews and S. Rose, of the Busselton police, made a search along the beach for several miles, and continued until about midnight.  It is continued until about midnight.  It is also understood that members of the crew of the vessel searched the beach on either side of the jetty practically throughout Tuesday.  At daylight on Wednesday the police again searched the coast, with the idea of finding a hat or some object belonging to the missing men, which might through light on their disappearance.  


A minute investigation of the piles and walling of the jetty was also made and several attempts were made to drag the ocean bed in the vicinity of the ship’s moorings.  However, no signs of anyone having fallen from the jetty were found, whilst the dragging operations were rendered practically impossible owing to the large amount of seaweed present.  The search will be continued for some days.  A rowing boat from the “Arkaba” was also utilised by the crew in searching the bay for any signs of floating objects, whilst local fishermen have been requested to keep a sharp lookout. 


Two seamen, to replace the missing men, were brought to Busselton on Tuesday night from Fremantle, and the vessel left port about midnight. 





Daily News Perth Monday October 19, 1936:


DROWNED MAN’S INDENTIFICATION


BUSSELTON, Monday


Little doubt is now held that the body found washed up on the beach near Capel yesterday is that of Leonard Feutrill, one of the two seamen who disappeared off the s.s.  Arkaba at Busselton on the evening of October 5.


A blue-striped shirt and pair of boots found on the body tally with the description given of those worn by Feutrill, as also does a grey overcoat found near-by.  Identification is rendered particularly difficult by the fact that the face, neck and softer parts of the body, which had apparently been in the water for some days, had been almost eaten away.


A tattoo mark on the left forearm resembled a tombstone in the shape of a cross inside a wreath.  This is hoped to aid in identification.





Weekly Times (Melbourne) Saturday October 24, 1936:


MAN’S BODY FOUND ON BEACH


The body of a man, believed to be Leonard Feutrill, stoker, who with James McGill, greaser, disappeared from the steamer Arkaba at Busselton on the evening of October 5, was found on Monday washed up on the beach at Capel, about 17 miles from Busselton (W.A.).


It was clothed only in a shirt, singlet, socks and boots.  In the wash about 150 yards further on was a grey overcoat similar to one said to have been worn by one of the missing seamen.


The men are believed to have fallen from Busselton jetty.








