SAPPER OLIVER FAWKE
3467A – 4th Tunnelling Company
Oliver Fawke was born in Birmingham, Warwickshire, England in 1880 the son of Christopher Henry and Jane (nee Hemming) Fawke.  In 1881 the family were living at 49 Queen Street, Kings Norton and consisted of Christopher (26) bricklayers’ labourer, Jane (33) laundress, Ellen (2) and Oliver (9mths).
Ten years later in 1891 the family were still at 49 Queen Street, Kings Norton and were Christopher (37) builders’ labourer, Jane (40), Ellen (12), Oliver (10), Ada (7), Henry (5) and Thomas (4).

In 1901 they had moved to 49 Studby Street, South Birmingham and citizens of the household were Christopher (47) furniture remover, Jane (54), Ellen (22), laundress, Oliver (20) carter, Ada (18) cycle screwer, Harry (16) carter and Tom (14) carter.

He married on 25 December, 1901 to Rose Beatrice Boodle in Sparkbrook, Worcestershire and from 1905 to 1906 were at Shakespeare Street, Albert Road, Yardley. 

The family consisting of Oliver (labourer), Rose, Thomas (8), Charles (3) and Rose (1) departed from Liverpool, England on 2 September, 1911 on the steamer Ayrshire bound for Brisbane, Queensland and docked there on 28 October, 1911.  Brief news of their arrival was reported in the:
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By 1913 they were at Breakfast Creek Road, Newstead and in 1915 were at Quay Street, Bulimba working as a labourer.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 27 January, 1916 the thirty-five-year-old married labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him further standing 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 65.9kgs (145lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a vaccination scar on his left arm and four on the right one, scar on his left leg and on right side of cheek.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Rose Beatrice Fawke of Dutton Street, Hawthorne, Brisbane and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera Barracks from 1 February, 1916 to 22 March, 1916 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company and sent to join other recruits at Rosebery Park, Sydney.  From there was sent for further instruction on 5 July to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and placed with the 4th Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3647.

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. 
He received discipline on board the troopship as follows:



Offence at sea – R.M.S. Orontes
smoking on troop deck



Award:




forfeits 1 day’s pay by Col. J. Rowell 28/8/16
After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse the following day.  
Headquarters, London advised on 3/10/16 that correspondence from Melbourne had allocated a change of number to 3647A.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Parkhouse 9/10/16 Absent without leave from 2400hrs 9/10/16 to





2200hrs 17/10/16



Award:

8 days detention by Capt. Neech G.C. 7/11/16


Total forfeiture:
16 day’s pay

Marched in to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on 30 November, 1916 and placed with B1a class debility.  On 5 January, 1917 was reclassified to class C3 and on 8 January marched out to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

A Kit Inspection was held on 29 December, 1916 on his arrival from another depot.  The following items were inspected:

Hat badge, 2 collar badges, 2 Australia titles, black kit bag, sea kit bag, tan boots, braces, belt, Hair, shaving and tooth brushes, D.S. pr breeches, cardigan jacket, hair comb, great coat, comforter, Cap, identity disc, 2 pr drawers, fork, knife & spoon, C.P. hat, holdall, housewife, S.D. jacket, Clasp & lanyard, laces, putties, razor, 3 flannel shirts, 3pr socks, singlet, chin strap, soap and towel.

While at Monte Video camp on 9 January, 1917 his Kit was checked again.

He appeared before the medical board at Weymouth on 11 January, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
disordered action of heart


Origin of disability:
prior to enlistment


Origin of disability:
Australia


Essential facts:
has suffered from shortness of breath for about 10 years


Caused by:

allorhythmia cardis (disorder of cardiac rhythm)

Present condition:
Has distinct irregularity of heart’s action and is short of breath after





exercise, also suffers from giddiness.  Pulse now 120.


Recommendation:
Discharge to Australia

Board notes:


Cardiovascular changes – myocarditis


Service has not injured him.  The condition ante? enlistment    Jan 30, 1917.   
Finding:


Permanently unfit for general service and permanently unfit for home service.

Approved:
7/2/17

On 10 March, 1917 a pair of boots with laces were added to his kit.

Sapper Fawke embarked for discharge in Australia from Devonport, England on 17 March, 1917 on board H.T. Beltana.  Base Records advised his wife on 1 May that he was returning home.  

Notes during the voyage on him stated “Condition same.”


The troopship docked in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 14 May, 1917 and he was taken to the No. 6 Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point and admitted on May 16 remaining a patient in treatment for disordered action of the heart until 8 June, 1917 then discharged from hospital.

He appeared before the Medical Board and their findings were:


Patient suffers with dizziness in open spaces.  Dyspnoea (shortness of breath) on exertion.  


Heart slightly dilated – pre-existing aggravated by service.


Board recommends: discharge Incapacity: ½% six months
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 26 June, 1917 as medically unfit.  Their address Byron Street, Bulimba and the following day military pensions were issued as follows:

Self
Oliver Fawke

£1/10/- per fortnight from 26/6/17

Wife
Rose B. Fawke
     15/- per fortnight from 26/6/17

Son
Tom Fawke

     10/- per fortnight from 26/6/17

Dau
Rose Fawke

    7/6d per fortnight from 26/6/17

Son
Charles James

      5/- per fortnight from 26/6/17

Son
John Christopher
      5/- per fortnight from 26/6/17

All pensions were cancelled on 14 March, 1918.

For serving his country Sapper 3647A Oliver Hawke, 4th Tunnelling Company Reinforcements was issued with the British War Medal (20734).  As he did not serve in a theatre of war was ineligible for the Victory Medal.

In 1921 they are listed at Orchard Street, Bulimba working as a labourer where they remained listed until 1929.

His medal was presented to him by the Governor at a ceremony reported in the:

From 1936 they are listed at Oak Street, Tingalpa with the occupation of labourer.
Oliver Fawke passed away on 26 April, 1953 aged 73 years.  Family arrangements were placed in the:

Interment took place in the Bulimba Cemetery (now Balmoral Cemetery) within section 15 in grave no. 305.  
Mrs Rose Fawke died and was interred with her husband on 7 April, 1960.  There is no headstone.

His service is commemorated in the Queensland Garden of Remembrance at Pinnaroo Lawn Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane on wall 6 row Q.
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The Week (Brisbane) Friday 27 October, 1911:


ARRIVALS


Oct. 23. AYRSHIRE, 7,748 tons, Captain Page, from London (in Moreton Bay) C.I. and Q.A. Co., agents.





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Wednesday May 9, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – A BIG BATCH


Following is a list of members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australia shortly.


SICK AND WOUNDED


3467. Spr. Oliver Fawke, 4th Mining Corps						Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Friday December 15, 1922:


WAR MEDALS – TOWN HALL PRESENTATIONS BY THE GOVERNOR


The Governor, Sir Matthew Nathan, met a number of returned soldiers in the council chamber of the Town Hall on Thursday and presented them with the Victory and war Medals.


The Mayor (Ald H.J. Diddams) welcomed his Excellency and said they felt grateful for his presence.  The men had done remarkedly well.  Over 30 went to the front from the council and five had paid the supreme sacrifice.  Apart from these medals, at least one received a military medal.  He felt proud of the men who went to the front from the City Council.


His Excellency spoke [speech not reproduced here] 


The medals were then pinned on the breast of the men by his Excellency, who chatted with each recipient.  His Excellency was accompanied by Captain Hammond, A.D.C. and the names of the recipients were announced by Major General Bruche, State Commandant.


Brisbane City Council—Spr. O. Fawke, 4th T. Coy;					Article abridged 





Courier-Mail Tuesday April 28, 1953


FUNERAL NOTICES


FAWKE—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs R.B. Fawke and Family are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband, their Father, Father-in-law, and Grandfather Oliver Fawke, of Oaks Street, Gumdale, to move from Alex Gow’s Funeral Chapel, Petrie Bight, Tomorrow (Wednesday) Morning, at 10 o’clock, for the Bulimba Cemetery.  Service at 9.45 a.m.





Courier-Mail Wednesday April 29, 1953


FUNERAL NOTICES


FAWKE—The Relatives and Friends of the late Oliver Fawke, of Oaks Street, Gumdale, are invited to attend his Funeral, to move from Alex Gow’s Funeral Chapel, Petrie Bight, This (Wednesday) Morning at 10 o’clock for the Bulimba Cemetery.  Service at 9.45 a.m.


ALEX GOW, Funeral Director.
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