SAPPER WILLIAM EDWARDS
 3288 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Ilkeston, Derby, England was the birthplace of William Edwards about 1871 the son of James and Sarah (nee Ward) Edwards.  
In 1881 the family were residing at Shaws Green, Castle Donnington, Derbyshire and consisted of James (46) agricultural labourer, Sarah (37) embroiderer, Hannah (16) embroiderer, Mary (14) embroiderer, Elizabeth (11), William (8), Emma (6) scholars, George (4), Alice (1).

Ten years later in 1891 they were still living at Shaws Green and were James (54) Ag. lab. Sarah (47) Mary (24) embroiderer, William (19), basket maker, Emma (14) embroiderer, Alice (11) embroiderer, Kate (9) scholar, Clara (7) and Thomas H. (6mths).   

By 1901 the family were at Hilltop, Castle Donnington and citizens of the household were James (67) Ag. lab., Sarah (57), William (28) bricklayer’s labourer, George (24), foundry labourer, Kate (19) and Clara (17) hosiery embroiderers.

William came to Queensland Australia where he was employed at Howard.

At the recruiting depot at the Lennox Street, Drill Shed in Maryborough on 2 February, 1916 the single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal details given was his address at Howard, near Maryborough.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:
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Attestation forms describe him further as 171cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 70.9kgs (156lbs) with a chest expansion of 91-97cms (36-38ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and dark black hair.  Medical note required dental treatment and distinctive mark was a scar on his chin.  Baptist was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated as his mother Mrs Sarah Edwards, Coppill Lodge, Castle Donnington, near Derby, England.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion from 22 February until March 21, 1916 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company. 

These recruits formed part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company and embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   
The rank of Sapper and the regimental number 3288 in No. 4 Tunnelling Company was assigned to him. 
He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was reported in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.

Sapper was taken on strength on 30 September, 1916 with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field who were working on the Hill 63 dugouts at Bailleul.
He went sick on 6 January, 1917 to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with myalgia (muscular pain) then moved to the New Midland Casualty Clearing Station on January 15 and five days later went to the 12th C.C.S.  On March 7 was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.26 to Wimereux entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital with myalgia until invalided from Boulogne to England on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth on 12 March and admitted the next day to the Horton County of London Hospital at Epsom for treatment of myalgia.

On 17 April, 1917 was discharged to furlough and report on 3 May to Perham Downs and marched out to Camp Headquarters at the No. 1 Command Depot, Perham Downs on May 10.
Sapper proceeded to France from Folkstone on 4 June, 1917 arriving at Rouelles to the Aust General Base Depot and re-joined his unit on June 13.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He went sick on 30 June, 1918 to the 3rd Stationary Hospital with Influenza then transferred to the 9th General Hospital at Rouen a day later.  Was sent to Tronville on 3 July entering the 74th General Hospital until July 18 and moved to the Aust Convalescent Depot.

On 15 August, 1918 returned to the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles and returned to England with debility classed as B3 on August 26 arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth the next day.

Sapper Edwards embarked as an invalid for discharge in Australia due to Rheumatism on the H.T. Sardinia on 19 October, 1918.   The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 27 December, 1918.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

Further news of their voyage was reported in the:

The soldiers returning to Queensland arrived by train from Sydney on 1 January, 1919 with news of their return published in the:



Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 9 February, 1919 as medically unfit.
For serving his country Sapper 3288 was issued with the British War Medal (17056) and the Victory Medal (16659)

He was listed at Howard in 1919 and by 1925 was at Yerra working as a labourer.  In 1934 he was a fettler at Myrtle Creek near Tiaro and still there in 1937 with the same occupation.

The Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his Service Records from Base Records which were duly forwarded on 22 June, 1936 and 30 June, 1937.

William Edwards passed away about 1 February, 1940 age given as 66 years.  News of his untimely death was reported in the:


Funeral Service was announced in the:


Interment took place in the monumental portion M of the Maryborough Cemetery within Plot 585/8 with Rev. E.R. Chittenden officiating.  There is no headstone.
An inquiry into the circumstances surrounding his death by the local Coroner was published in the:
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Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Thursday February 3, 1916:


DISTRICT RECRUITING


At the Lennox-street Drill Shed yesterday, seven recruits presented themselves for enlistment, of whom the following four were accepted: —Messrs W.P. Dunne (Childers), W. Edwards (Howard), G.W. Hosberger (Biggenden), F.D.J. Anderson (Kanyan).





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:





THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Herald (Melbourne) Friday December 27, 1918:


U BOAT MEETS LINER – R.M.S. SARDINIA ARRIVES – P. & O. SAILINGS TO RESUME


After a prolonged and uneventful voyage of seventy-two days from London the P. & O. liner Sardinia berthed at the new pier Port Melbourne, this morning with troops.  Leaving London on October 15, the Sardinia proceeded to Plymouth and left that port on October [blurred date] with a large fleet of transports in convoy.  Escorted as far a Sierra Leone, the vessel continued the journey to Australia unattended.


Captain F.G. Cadiz, D.S.O., who is now in command of the steamer, acted in a similar capacity when the Sardinia was torpedoed off Gibraltar by an enemy submarine in February last year.  The vessel was struck forward but by careful manoeuvring and skilful navigation, Captain Cadiz managed under great difficulties managed to get her into Oran, Algeria after putting up a strenuous fight against the enemy.  In acknowledgement of this gallant and precise action the Order of the Distinguished Service Cross was bestowed on the Commander.


Many other members of the crew on board witnessed the duel between the liner and the U-boat and the destruction of the pirate by a British torpedo boat.





Age (Melbourne) Tuesday December 31, 1918:


CASE OF THE SARDINIA


Acting on instructions by the Minister of Defence, the adjutant-general (Brigadier-General Sellheim) and the Quartermaster-General (Brigadier-General Forsyth) are arranging for a full and complete inquiry into the complaints made by the soldiers who returned to Melbourne on Friday by the Sardinia.  The troops bound for New South Wales and Queensland refused to proceed further by the boat after reaching Melbourne, alleging that the ship was in a dirty state and the food bad, while the officers had provided themselves incapable of looking after the men’s interests and securing proper discipline.  The Minister stated yesterday that evidence would be taken both in Melbourne and Sydney.  Then the question of conducting investigations in public was being considered.





Daily Mail Thursday January 2, 1919:


MEN ARRIVE IN BRISBANE


Between 100 and 150 of the 200 Queenslander soldiers who were on board the transport Sardinia, arrived in Brisbane last night by the mail train from Sydney.  The others had remained in Sydney.


The Sardinia is the troopship on which serious trouble owing to [blurred] developed during the vessels journey from England.  Discipline was very bad, the men openly defying the officers.  An attempt to prevent “two-up” being played failed and there was a great deal of gambling during the voyage.			        (Cont’d)





Continues:


The men also reached Brisbane yesterday evening were loud in their complaints regarding the conditions that prevailed on the transport and declared that an inquiry should be held.


After arriving at the railway station, the men were taken to the Australian General Hospital, where they were welcomed by Mr Durham, the Hon. Secretary and the Mayor of Brisbane (Alderman M’Master). 





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser February 2, 1940:


DEATH FROM HEAT STROKE AT YERRA – RETURNED SOLDIER PENSIONER


Heat stroke was responsible for the death of a retired soldier pensioner, William Edwards (66), who was located at his home at Yerra by police yesterday.  The body was found at the bottom of the steps deceased.  Death had apparently occurred some days previously.  The deceased man was in the practise to call [word cut off] and when he did not make appearance yesterday Mr [word cut] went to his place of residence at a dairy farm about three miles away and found him dead.


Detective Sergeant T.E. Martin and Constable R.E. Quinn made enquiries and found there were no suspicious circumstances, and the deceased had suffered a heat stroke.


The late Mr Edwards was born at [word cut], England.  He served two years at the front in the Great War, as a member of the 1st Tunnellers.





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Friday February 2, 1940: 


FUNERAL NOTICES


THE Relatives and Friends of the late WILLIAM EDWARDS, late A.I.F., are respectfully invited to attend his funeral to move from J. Kirk and Son’s Funeral Parlour THIS (FRIDAY) MORNING, at 11.15 o’clock for the Maryborough Cemetery.


									J. KIRK AND SON, Funeral Directors





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Tuesday 13 February, 1940:


INQUIRY INTO MAN’S DEATH AT YERRA


In the Coroner’s Court yesterday the Coroner (Mr J.A. Murray), conducted an inquiry into the circumstances surrounding the death of William Edwards, who was found dead at his home at Yerra.


Detective Sergeant T.E. Martin gave evidence that on February 1, in consequence of a phone message, he and Constable R.E. Quinn proceeded to the deceased’s property at Yerra.  The Coroner and Dr E. Theile also travelled to Yerra.  			


Cont’d





Continues:


On arrival at the back of deceased’s house witness saw his body lying about half-way under the house between the back steps and the stove recess.  Witness detailed his investigations in company with Constable Quinn and tendered a certified copy of the certificate of the cause of death.       


Witness said that a result of their investigations they were satisfied beyond doubt that there were no suspicious circumstances surrounding his death.  He tendered statements taken from Heinrich Carl Weinholtz, Nicolai Jacobsen and James Edwards.


The inquiry was closed.





His unmarked grave in Maryborough Cemetery, Qld 2022


taken by author








