SAPPER EDWARD EMIL EDHOLM
8239 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Sungsvall, Västernorrland, Sweden is a municipality located 395 kilometres from Stockholm and situated near the port by the Gulf of Bothnia.  A fire in June, 1888 destroyed the township and it was rebuilt in stone and after often referred to as the “village of stone.”  
Edward Emil Edholm stated he was born in Alnö Församling (Parish), Västernorrland on 1 June, 1867 and came to Australia from South Africa arriving at Busselton, Western Australia on 18 November, 1914 on the barque Marion.  
He worked at various places and arrived at Port Adelaide, South Australia on 14 May, 1915 then worked on the Peebinga line and had been at Port Broughton, S.A. for four months.
The single labourer applied for naturalization on 2 December, 1916 before H. Allchurch, Justice of the Peace at Port Broughton.  He swore Allegiance to His Majesty the King George V on 1 June, 1917 at Port Broughton and granted his naturalization with his certificate to be issued.
At the recruiting depot at Port Augusta, S.A. on 5 July, 1917 he deleted several birthdays to give his age as forty-four years, born in Sundsvall, Sweden and was a photographer by trade.  Standing 167cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 67kgs (148lbs) with a chest expansion of 83-88cms (32½-34½ins) having a dark complexion and his blue eyes passed the eye test with very poor sight in the right eye and poor vision in the left one and brown (grey) hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars and tattoo marks on his left arm.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his uncle was Dr Edward Edholm, Chief Surgeon, Swedish Army, Stockholm, Sweden.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced from 14 July with B Coy, Mitcham camp then moved to C Coy until 11 September when allotted to A Coy, Tunnelling Reinforcements.
His certificate of Naturalization had been posted to him at Port Broughton but was returned unclaimed as he had enlisted for service.  The Justice of the Peace who handled his application wrote the following letter to Department’s inquiry:












Port Broughton












  August 18th, 1917

The Secretary,

State and Territories Department,

Dear Sir,

Re yours of 14th August No.17/11053 re Edward Emil Edholm.

His address is at present is Private E.E. Edholm, C. Company, 4th Battalion, Mitcham, S.A.

As he is 50 years of age as he could not give his correct age when enlisting, but he was rather anxious to do his bit against the Germans, and as he is physically a fitter man than many at 40, he will be a good soldier.









H. Allchurch

The Home and Territories Department replied on 23 August, 1917 thanking him for the address of Private E.E. Edholm.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:




Offence:
Mitcham 1/9/17 (1) Drunkenness (2) Conduct prejudicial to good






order and military discipline (3) using obscene language to his






superior officer whilst in detention




Award:

7 days C.B. [confined to barracks] by Lt Oswald




Offence:
North Terrace, Adelaide 20/9/17 Drunkenness




Award:

Fined 2/6 by A.R. Carmichael




Offence:
Adelaide 20/9/17 Drunkenness



Award:

Fined 2/6 by Lt Younger

On 13 October was transferred to the Tunnelling Companies training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the June, 1917 Reinforcements.

Sapper became ill for two days while at their Bendigo camp.

In trouble again the following was recorded:




Offence:
Bendigo 29/10/17 drunk




Award:

4 days C.B. by Lt H.V. Seale

He remained in training at Bendigo until it was time to go to Melbourne for embarkation.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 8239.  Military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with them.
Sapper Edholm was one of 130 Reinforcements who departed Melbourne, Victoria at noon on November 26, 1917 aboard the SS Indarra.  At 10.15 p.m. the ship arrived at Albany, W.A. on November 30 and left at 2.10 p.m. on December 1, 1917.  Colombo was reached by December 13 at 10.30 a.m. and departed two days later at 8.30 a.m. on December 15.  Christmas Day was specially provided for by the ship and religious services were held on board. The soldiers disembarked at the Suez at 7 a.m. December 27, 1917.  Amusements such as sports and cricket between various troop decks took place with some competitive teams made up of officers.  Occasionally a religious service was held during the week.  Weather was excellent and warm in the tropics.

The troops were then transhipped to HMT Kashgar on January 9, 1918 and arrived at Taranto, Italy on January 20, 1918.  They were entrained at Bordighira, Italy about January 27 entering Cherbourg, France on January 31, 1918 where they boarded H.M.T. Mona’s Queen and disembarked at Southampton on February 2, 1918.  The men were entrained to Parkhouse camp and marched into No. 3 Details camp the same day. 
Went sick on 7 February, 1918 to Delhi Hospital at Parkhouse moving to Tidworth Military Hospital suffering influenza until discharged to the Training Depot on February 22, 1918. 

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 15 March, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Left the Aust Corps Depot in Caestre on March 20 for the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 24 March, 1918.

The following was recorded on their arrival in the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company:

“15/3/18

20 further reinforcements marched in from Aust Corps Depot.”
Sapper was sent to the 7th Canadian General Hospital at Etaples sick on 5 April, 1918 suffering emphysema and lachrymal sinus.  Two days later was invalided to England due to chronic cystitis on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen entering the Fort Pitt Military Hospital, Chiltern on 7 April.  Was transferred on 9 April to the 2nd London General Hospital at Chelsea remaining until sent to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield on 12 July.  
His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:
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He appeared before the medical board there on 14 July, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:

Disability:
Sarcoma left lachrymal region [rare cancer of eye socket bone.]

Origin of disability:
Pre-existing tumour (sgd.) Edwd Edholm 


Essential facts:
Has suffered since 1917 with lachrymal obstruction and in 1909 had an





operation in which the growth was burnt with caustic





In 1910 he had an operation on growth in Durban but it got bad again





almost immediately





In 1911 he had an operation on the tear sac

In 1912 he had an operation in King Williamtown South Africa for a growth





In 1918 (April) removed pre-auricular and antra-maxillary glands



Caused by:
pre-existing condition – attributed by active service


Present condition:
Eyesight: Right 24; Left 18, large growth of the nature of osteo-sarcoma of




Lachrymal.  sac and cheek [word blurred] 


Operation performed: Yes removal of pre-auricular antra-maxillary glands (Lymph)


Recommendation:
Ciii debility - discharge unfit. 




On 17 July was discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth and examined at Westham medical office where it was noted he had a sarcoma left eye.  Tumour for some years below left eye – increased suddenly – osteo sarcoma lachrymal sac and cheek were the medical notes.
Sapper Edholm embarked from Devonport, England on 24 August, 1918 on board H.T. Medic.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Medical notes were” on special diet during voyage.  Disease more marked.”  
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His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning published in the:
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military district) on 12 October, 1918 with news of their impending arrival announced in the:
The soldiers for South Australia were placed on special trains for Adelaide (4th Military District) with news of their arrival reported in the:

He entered the No. 15 Aust General Hospital, Torrens Park on 23 October, 1918 for treatment of sarcoma left lachrymal region.   Was transferred on 26 October to No. 7 Aust General Hospital for radium or X-ray treatment and was re-transferred on 11 November (the day Peace was declared) to No. 15 A.G.H. “without any such treatment or note that it was undesirable.”  Transferred to No. 7 A.G.H. for X-ray treatment and report back in 3 days.  Recommended for further treatment.
17/1/19 Required further treatment.

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 7 A.G.H. Keswick on 22 November, 1918 and his Statement of Case reads:

Has suffered since 1917 with lachrymal obstruction and in 1909 he had an operation along introital margin in which the growth was burnt with caustic.  In 1910 he had an operation again a growth was removed in Durban but it got bad again almost immediately.  In 1911 he had an operation in the tear sac.  In 1912 had an operation in King Williamtown, South Africa for growth.  1918 (April) removal of pre-avuncular and antra-maxillary glands.   




Noted correct and signed by soldier

Disability was aggravated by military service

Present condition: sarcoma apparently growing very slowly breaking down at one point. Heart √ Lungs √

Urine – acid – no albumin – no sugar

Disability occurred: on duty

Other disabilities: nil

Recommendation permanently unfit: yes     Noted: Industrious in basket spinning shop.

Military Service.  Disability permanent: yes.  Labour Market 1/4 capacity.

Approved: Keswick 27/2/19

On 27 February, 1919 appeared before the medical board at No. 15 A.G.H. and their report stated:

Sight – not at present affected.  Incapacity ¼ %.



Discharge medically unfit to the Staff Officer for Invalids



He also had a dental check which noted Sarcoma l lachrymal region and some



treatment required. 

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 13 March, 1919 as medically unfit.
The 4th Military District forwarded to Base Records on 4 April, 1919 medical proceedings and other records pertaining to his service, advising his return to Australia and discharge due to being medically unfit after serving one year and 252 days of which 320 days were served abroad.
His Will was returned to the 4th Military District on 16 June, 1919.

Sapper 8239 Edward Email Edholm, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (22138) and the Victory Medal (21503) for serving his country.

Edward Emil Edholm passed away on 16 August, 1922 aged 55 years in Adelaide.  Interment took place in the Light Oval Military portion of West Terrace Cemetery in Row 6N in grave no. 171.
He collected his War Medal but not the Victory Medal which was returned to Base Records on 3 March, 1924.  The Medals Section of Base Records wrote to the Repatriation Commission requesting information of any person, relationship or receiving a pension on account of the late soldier.  Repatriation Office replied on 14 April, 1924 that no pension was being paid in this State in respect of the abovenamed.
The Medals Section wrote to the District Finance Officer, 4th Military District on 26 April, 1924 requiring information to whom his War Gratuity was allotted and whether the deceased was married after his return to Australia or any information that could help to get in touch with his blood relations would be appreciated.  
The D. Finance Officer answered on 5 May, 1924 regretfully advising that there was no record of Edholm having married after his return to Australia.  The only record he had as to his relations was next-of-kin, his uncle, Dr Edward Edholm, Stockholm, Sweden.  The Sub-Treasury, Adelaide had advised that Edholm cashed in his bond, prior to his decease and they have no record of Edholm having married.
On 13 May, 1924 a letter was sent to Dr. Edward Edholm noting he was nominated as next-of-kin to Sapper E.E. Edholm who died after discharge from the Aust Imperial Force and would be much obliged if he could favour information regarding his blood relations.  The standard list of questions for those eligible followed in the letter and concluded that the information was required to properly dispose of the Victory Medal issuable on account of his service in accordance with the Deceased Soldiers’ Act, 1918 which prescribes that any mementos may only be handed over to blood relations in order as quoted in the letter. 
A reply was received on 13 August, 1924 from Stockholms Ostra, Landstormonrade dated 2 July, 1924 from Retired Major Edward Edholm of Royal Swedish Lifeguards who wrote:
In answer to your esteemed letter of the 13th May, 1924 regarding Sapper E.E. Edholm, Tunnelling Company who died after discharge from the A.I.F. I have the honour to state that the person to whom your letter was addressed Dr Edward Edholm, Chief Surgeon, Royal Swedish Army, is dead.  

I am his son and has tried to identify the deceased soldier in order to answer your questions about his next-of-kin for the purpose of the proper disposition of his Victory Medal.
I haven not been able to find his nearest relatives, but I know that some individual belonging to my family emigrated to Australia many years ago and the dead sapper is probably a descendant of that man.

As you mention that the soldier nominated my father Dr Edw. Edholm as his next-of-kin, I must be the nearest blood relation now living and I assure you, should you send me the very honourable memento of the Great War that was conferred upon him, I shall keep it as an honoured heirloom.









Yours faithfully,










Edw. Edholm









 Styrmansgatan No. 15, Stockholm

Base Records replied on 18 August, 1924 that in the circumstances the decision was to hand the medal over to him, however it could only be done on distinct understanding it be preserved with due care and returned to their Department at any time upon receipt of its demand in writing should anyone with prior right claim which is held by the Minister. 
 If he was agreeable to accept the medal under those conditions kindly complete the attached Declaration before a Justice of the Peace and return same at your earliest convenience.
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Port Pirie Recorder Friday May 31, 1918:


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HEROES – CASUALTY LIST No. 405 – SOUTH AUSTRALIA


ILL


Spr E.E. Edholm, Sweden								Article abridged








Chronicle (Adelaide) Saturday October 12, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – “LIST I”


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad.  No further information can be supplied excepting the approximate time of arrival, which will be published in the press shortly before disembarkation:


8239 Spr. E.E. Edholm, 2nd Tun Coy,						Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Friday October 11, 1918: 


AUSTRALIAN V.C.’S LAND WITH LIST “I” TO-DAY


ARRIVAL EARLIER THAN EXPECTED


It was announced definitely by the Defence department last night that the Australian V.C. winners accompanying the invalids name in List “I” recently published, would arrive to-morrow or Sunday.  The time of the procession of the returning troops through the city has not been fixed but the disembarkation will begin at 1 o’clock.  The usual arrangements observed in the welcoming of returned soldiers will obtain, but special arrangements have been made for the reception of the V.C.’s.  They will be conveyed at the head of the procession from Port Melbourne and will be entertained in the old council chamber of the Town Hall by the Lord Mayor (Councillor Stapley).  The invalids in List “I” after being formally welcomed at the Town Hall “strong point” will proceed to the Sturt Street Drill Hall.								Article abridged





The Advertiser (Adelaide) Monday October 14, 1918: 


TWO SPECIAL TRAINS ARRIVE – FIRST BATCH OF ANZACS


To the accompaniment of stirring music by the Mitcham Camp Band two special trains arrive in Adelaide on Saturday morning with 140 returned soldiers, including the first batch of nine of the 19[blurred] Anzacs, who have been granted furlough.  When the first train arrived at 9.5 a.m. there was a large gathering of relatives, friends and the general public, and in the vicinity of the station, and the returned warriors met with a hearty welcome.  The second train arrived an hour later.  The Minister of Repatriation (on behalf of the Government) and the Mayor of Adelaide (on behalf of the citizens) welcomed the returned men and cheers were given for their comrades still at the front.  Then they were hurried off to Keswick in motor cars, provided by the Automobile organisation.  As they passed through the streets, they were loudly cheered by the people, who bestowed floral and other gifts on the men.						Article abridged





Adelaide War Cemetery, South Australia
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