SAPPER ROY DUDGEON
6879 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Roy James Dudgeon was born in Mathinna, Tasmania on 13 May, 1894 and registered at Fingal the son of Peter (blacksmith) and Florence Amelia (nee Johns) Dudgeon.  Education was at the Mathinna State School.
He went before the Police Court at fifteen years with the following reported in the:
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A year later his assistance given to a neighbour was reported in the:
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He stated he served a four-year apprenticeship in Launceston with R. Robcroft.
At the recruiting depot in Zeehan on 3 October, 1916 the twenty-two-year-old single motor driver applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in Attestation Forms having a medium complexion with brown eyes and dark hair and weighed 74kgs (163lbs) with a chest expansion of 83-95cms (32½-37½ins.)  Church of England was his religious faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was initially his mother Mrs Florence Dudgeon of 23 Grant Street, Zeehan, Tas and later changed to his father Peter Dudgeon of the same address.  

A presentation to the new recruits on their departure for training camp was published in the:


Send-off from Zeehan to the volunteers was reported in the:


He took and signed the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont Camp (6th Military District) on 27 October, 1916.
After basic training the volunteers were sent to the Mining Reinforcements camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) on 8 December, 1916 and allotted to the January, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6879.

The Reinforcements consisting of 168 members departed Melbourne, Vic at 3 p.m. on January 17, 1917 on board the HMAT A5 RMS Omrah.  The mail ship arrived at 8 a.m. two days later at Adelaide, S.A. and headed off at 4 p.m. that afternoon.  It sailed into the West Australian port of Fremantle on January 21 where the Reinforcements were granted Day Leave ashore the next day before leaving on January 24, 1917.  The ship returned to Fremantle at 7 a.m. on February 1 and put out to sea again at 5 p.m. the next afternoon February 2.  Durban, South Africa was reached at 7 a.m. on February 16 and sailed at 6 p.m. the following evening.  The next port of call was Cape Town on February 20 arriving at 8 a.m. where two days later the men were granted Day Leave ashore until 11 p.m. on the 22nd before departing at 5 p.m. on February 24.  The sights of Sierra Leone were seen closely on March 9, 1917 as the vessel docked at 8 a.m. and after refuelling left at 7 a.m. on March 12, 1917.  
The voyage concluded at Devonport on March 27, 1917 and the troops disembarked at Plymouth after 74 days at sea.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth them marched into the Drafting Depot at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on from Folkstone on 14 April, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.

On 24 April left for the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  On 12 June marched out to the 3rd Tunnelling Company situated in the Loos sector and taken on strength on June 15.  
In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following shows their work as follows:
“At the beginning of June following on the advances made in the Hill 70 Sector, work was put to hand to consolidate the new positions and to build Dugout Extensions.  The investigation detachment continued the examination of the captured enemy shafts and galleries.  Listening was still carried out at Hill 70.”

Military Discipline was issued for the following:

Offence:
While on Active Service - late on working parade 2/10/17


Award:

Forfeits 2 day’s pay by Major A. Sanderson, O.C. 3rd Tun Co. 3/10/17

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad on 17 January, 1918.
While on leave in England became ill and was instructed by Headquarters, London on 24 January, 1918 to report to the Western Hospital, Seagrove Road, Fulham suffering from Diphtheria (contagious and potentially life-threatening infection caused by a toxin made by bacteria) remaining a patient there until discharged on 21 February.  
His balance of leave was granted and then proceeded overseas to France on February 23 marching in to his unit the next day. 

Base Records advised his father on 18 March, 1918 that it was reported his son had been admitted to hospital in England with illness.

His name appeared in the list of Casualties published in the:


A recipient of gifts of comfort from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and he signed the Thank-you letter which was reprinted in the:


Sapper was wounded in action on 22 July, 1918 at Hill 70 in the Loos sector suffering a gunshot wound to the left shoulder and taken to the 1 /3 West Lancashire Field Ambulance then transferred to the 23rd Casualty Clearing Station.  
This was recorded in the After War Report as follows:
“On 22/7/18, 6879 Spr Dudgeon, R. was wounded.”
Meanwhile in Tasmania the unveiling of the Honour Roll of the Mathinna State School was reported in the:


His father was informed by Base Records on 5 August, 1918 that his son had been wounded in action.
Back in France Sapper was discharged to duty on 16 August, 1918 re-joining his unit a day later.

A month later at Hill 70 was wounded in action (2nd Occasion) on 15 September, 1918 suffering effects from a shell gas attack and taken to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station.  
The After War Report again recorded the incident:
“On 15/9/18, 6879 Sapper Dudgeon, R. was shell gassed.”
Further information comes Captain O.H. Woodward who was with his section in the 1st Tunnelling Company and wrote the following extract in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War on the effects of mustard gas on his men:
“Matters at Anzac and Muhle went along smoothly until 13th March, [1918] when the incoming shift struck a heavy Mustard Gas bombardment coming up the Potijze-Zonnebeke Road, and as a result 50 men were evacuated.  They presented a distressing sight and one’s blood boiled at the thought of this implement of War.  Fortunately the Gas masks prevented the men breathing the gas so that the trouble was confined to blisters on exposed skin.”
On 26 September, 1918 returned to England on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick and admitted to the Edmonton Military Hospital with effects of shell gas poisoning (slight).  Was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on 21 October then discharged to furlough the following day and to report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 5 November, 1918.
Base Records notified his father on 29 September, 1918 that his son had been wounded for the second occasion by a shell gas attack.

Base Records again advised his father on 8 October, 1918 of his admittance to hospital in England.
Unfortunately Sapper suffered Influenza on November 4 and admitted to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield from London Headquarters.  

Five days later was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease and after 77 days curative care was discharged to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse on January 24, 1919.  He was there when Peace was declared.
His name was among those soldiers listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:
On 4 February, 1919 Sapper marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper Dudgeon embarked for discharge in Australia on 17 March, 1919 on board H.T. Plassy.  Base Records advised his father on 4 April that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 30 April, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:


The Tasmanians returned to their State on the steamer Loongana to Launceston after quarantine.  News of the arrival was published in the:


He returned to Renison Ball to a welcome home social with two other soldiers and the event was covered in the:

Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded medical proceedings and dates of his return and discharge to Base Records on 22 May, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 14 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (6929) and the Victory Medal (6762) were issued to Sapper 6879 Roy Dudgeon, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

His address was listed in Electoral Rolls later that year at 23 Grant Street, Zeehan with the occupation of miner.

Another welcome home social from the Druids’ Oak Lodge at Zeehan for members who returned was reported in the: 

He attended the Anzac Ball in aid to the Returned Soldiers’ League and was mentioned in the article published in the:

In 1922 he was in Launceston at the Bridge Hotel, Tamor Street working as a motor car driver.  
His medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  A letter was sent to him care of the last known address of his mother on 22 April, 1924.
By 1925 he had moved to 162 Geelong Road, Footscray working as a labourer.
He took his mother for a holiday to Victoria as reported in the:

He married in 1928, possibly in Melbourne, to Alice Vera Cook and their residence that year was 24 Williamson Street, Footscray and worked as a labourer.  In 1931 they had moved to Middleboro Road, Box Hill and was a dairy farmer.
A report of his injury while excavating was reported in the:

From 1937 the couple were listed at 71 Maling Street, Canterbury with the same occupation.

Dissolution of a partnership was advertised in the:

The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 30 October, 1956.

Roy James Dudgeon passed away on 19 July, 1962 aged 68 years with cremation taking place on 23 July, at Springvale Crematorium, Melbourne.  Ashes were placed in the Boronia Wall X in niche no. 346 and is in perpetuity for all time.

Mrs Alice Vera Dudgeon was also cremated at Springvale Crematorium on 22 May, 1985 and her ashes are in the Boronia Wall X in niche no. 356.


© Donna Baldey 2024

www.tunnellers.net
Examiner (Launceston) Friday July 30, 1909:


COUNTRY COURTS – CASES AT FINGAL


At the Police Court last week, before the Warden, Mr James Lyne and Mr Robert Wardlaw, J.P.: Jerry Croft, Roy Dudgeon, Henry Sommers, Charles Sommers, Charles Cox, James Smith and John Smith were charged with disturbing the peace at Mangana on the 11th inst.  They pleaded guilty, and were fined 20s each.





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday December 2, 1910:


MATHINNA


Mrs Perkins, the wife of the resident trooper, had a rather unpleasant experience on Monday morning.  While about her domestic duties her attention was drawn to the antics of the domestic cat.  On going to see the cause she was horrified to find that pussy had brought a small but very lively snake into the house, and was not inclined to relinquish its prey.  Fortunately Master Roy Dudgeon happened to be passing and his services were requisitioned to despatch the reptile, much to the relief of the lady.  The cat was disposed of.





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Tuesday October 17, 1916:


PERSONAL


At Zeehan last night members of the Amalgamated Miners’ Association presented Roy Dudgeon, W. Wilson and C. Cook each with a wristlet watch on the eve of their departure for camp.  Mr T. Lee handed over the watches with suitable remarks.





Examiner (Launceston) Tuesday October 24, 1916:


TASMANIAN VOLUNTEERS


Twenty-six men left Zeehan yesterday to go into training, amid a scene of great enthusiasm and airs from the Zeehan Band and a speech from the Warden (Mr Fisher).  They were: A.I.F.  R. Dudgeon	  


Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Monday April 1, 1918:


HOSPITAL CASES


Sapper R. DUDGEON, Zeehan, ill.							


Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS - MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—No. 6879 R. Dadgeon [Dudgeon],									


Article abridged











Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Saturday July 27, 1918:


MATHINNA


An interesting ceremony took place at the Mathinna State School on Wednesday evening, when the honor roll of the school was unveiled by Mrs Jean Nash, a lady who has three sons fighting at the front.  There was a large and representative gathering present, the large schoolroom being filled.  The head teacher (Mr D.J. Whitechurch) presided and the roll of honor, draped with the Union Jack, occupied a prominent position over the mantlepiece.  After the opening speech by the chairman a programme was gone through with the Fife and Drum Band and songs by the children.  Unveiling the roll of honor Mrs J. Nash who made a nice speech, and was cheered; address by Mr G.G. Becker, M.H.A. and school children sang.


The honour roll was handsomely framed in carved oak, and was obtained by Mr Whitchurch from Launceston and contains the names of 127 former pupils of the school, nearly a [blurred word] of whom have made the supreme sacrifice, and have the ominous “K” (killed) at the end of their names.  Four or five of the soldiers have the honor of attaching M.M. and over fifty have been wounded: Corporal R. Dudgeon, wounded.





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Friday November 15, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LIST NO. 441


Wounded: Sapper Roy Dudgeon, Zeehan, second occasion.				Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Thursday May 1, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS


During the afternoon 400 men landed from the transport Plassy and were received at the new pier Port Melbourne by his Excellency the Governor-General (Sir Ronald Munro Ferguson) and by the Victorian Commandant (Brigadier General Brand).  The Governor-General delivered a short address of welcome and leave having been granted by Brigadier-General Brand until tomorrow morning, the men were conveyed by the waiting motor-cars to their respective homes.  There were large crowds at Port Melbourne and the men were cordially cheered.





Examiner (Launceston) Friday May 16, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – CONTINGENT ARRIVE BY LOONGANA


Characterised by the warm heartedness which the citizens of Launceston are ever ready to bestow upon soldiers who are frequently returning home from abroad, yesterday’s welcome to a contingent of 51 that arrived by the Loongana, after having undergone the necessary term of detention at Portsea quarantine station, was no exception.  												Contd.





continues


The men were extended an enthusiastic home-coming.  Soon after 10.30 a.m. the Loongana berthed at King’s wharf and as the soldiers disembarked the Reception Band played patriotic airs.  They were met by the Mayor (Alderman Geo. Shields) and representatives of patriotic organisations, and briefly addressed with words of welcome.  The southerners then boarded the express, and were served with refreshments at the railway station prior to leaving for their homes, whilst the northerners, were conveyed to the Barracks in motor cars, after traversing the principal thoroughfares and being made the recipients of fruit, cigarettes and hearty greetings.  The streets presented a brilliant spectacle, lavishly decorated as they were with bunting and banners of welcome.  The complete list of those who arrived is as follows:


PER H.T. PLASSY


Spr. R. Dudgeon, 3rd T. Company, Zeehan						


Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Saturday May 24, 1919:


RENISON BELL – WELCOME HOME SOCIAL


The welcome-home social arranged by the local reception committee, tendered to Sergeant Lonergan, M.M. and Bar; Private Howard Martin, and Sapper Roy Dudgeon was held in the A.W.U. Hall on Wednesday evening, and was one of the best attended and successful functions held here.  Including the guests there were nine returned soldiers present, four of whom specially journeyed from Zeehan to take part in the welcome to their comrades.


The proceedings took the form of a dance and musical items.	


The Chairman (Mr J.B. Scott) welcomed the returned men, and presented, on behalf of the residents, to Sergeant Lonergan and Sapper Roy Dudgeon each with a gold pendant, suitably inscribed and Private H. Martin with a set of gold sleeve links.


The pendant was pinned to Private Roy Dudgeon by his mother, who with quite a number of other residents, journey from Zeehan to take part in the welcome.


Sergeant-Major V. Bartle returned thanks on behalf of his comrades for the splendid welcome accorded them.  Mr P. Dudgeon, on behalf of his son, also spoke in appreciation of the warm welcome extended.  He was followed by Sergeant Lonergan and Private Martin, who each in turn expressed their thanks for the reception accorded them.


Music for the dances and accompaniments to songs was kindly supplied by Miss Molly Nolan.  Extras were played by Miss Nolan (Zeehan.)  Needless to say the music was first-class and contributed much to towards the success and enjoyment of the evening.  The hall was nicely decorated for the occasion with greenery and flags, and, thanks to Mr W. White, the floor was in first-class order.  Owing to the number of patrons it was at time more than comfortably filled.


Prior to the presentations being made a splendid supper, provided by the ladies, was served.  Mr M. Clancy acted as M.C. in his usual capable manner.							


Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Tuesday November 11, 1919:


DRUIDS’ SOCIAL TO A.I.F. BRETHREN


The Oak of Zeehan Druids’ Lodge held a welcome-home social last night to the returned members of the Lodge, Arch-Druid Bro. G. Postlethwaite presided.  Out of a membership of about 170 no less than 37 went to fight their country’s cause.  Of those three members lost their lives, viz., Bros Clyde Gordon, Malcolm Oliver and Roy Gilmore.


Vocal items were rendered by Messrs Bob Waxman, Lieutenant Frahm, Jim Bell, R. Dudgeon, T and W. Brampton and others.									Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Friday April 30, 1920:


THE ANZAC BALL – LARGELY ATTENDED – THROUGHLY ENJOYED


The Anzac Ball, which concluded the round of entertainments organised for the present month in aid of the funds of the R.S.S.I.L.A. fund was held at the Gaiety Theatre last night, when there was an attendance of about 90 couples, besides the large numbers of onlookers, for whom seating accommodation was found on the stage and in the gallery.  Needless to say the hall was well filled with dancers, as was also the portions set aside for the onlookers.	


The hall had been most artistically decorated.  The stage was decorated with greenery and flags as was also the hall.  Baskets of greenery hanging from the roof which lent pleasant shade to the light causing them to cast bright not overpowering light.


Suspended from the centre of the ceiling was a large crimson and white aeroplane with it propellor in motion.  This was skilfully made and set up by Mr Phillips, of the Zeehan Technical School staff, who deserves credit for his work.  The Zeehan men in uniform were:  Privates – R. Dudgeon           


Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday January 16, 1926:


ZEEHAN


Mrs Dudgeon left on Wednesday to spend a holiday in Melbourne.  Mr Roy Dudgeon accompanied his mother.





Herald (Melbourne) Thursday December 12, 1935:


NARROW ESCAPE FROM ELECTROCUTION


While working on sewerage excavation for a new picture theatre in Toorak Road, Toorak, today, Roy Dudgeon, 42 of Middleboro Road, Box Hill, an employee of the Board of Works had a narrow escape from electrocution.


When his pick struck an underground electric main.  Dudgeon was enveloped in a blinding flash of bluish flame.  He was taken to the Alfred Hospital by car but after treatment for burns on the hands and arms, was allowed to go home.


The iron portion of Dudgeon’s pick was buckled by the current.





Argus (Melbourne) Thursday February 23, 1950:


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF PARTNERSHIP


Notice is hereby given that the PARTNERSHIP heretofore subsisting between the undersigned, William James Allen, of 234 Barkly-avenue, Burnley; Leslie Frederick Brinsmead, of 14 Rowland-street, Mont Albert; Roy James Dudgeon,  of 71 Maling-road, Canterbury; Stephen Thomas Foot, of 40 Albion-road, Box Hill; Robert Grinyer, of 20 Moore Street, South Yarra; Anthony Francis Healy, of 80 Type-street, Burnley; Maurice Kohn, of Plumer-street, Croydon; and Richard Thomas, of Bushy Park-road, North Croydon, sewerage construction contractors, carrying on business of sewerage construction at 71 Maling-road Canterbury, under the name of 


Metropolitan Excavations has been DISSOLVED by mutual consent as from February 20th, 1950.  


All debts due to or owing by the said firm will be received and paid by the said William James Allen, Leslie Frederick Brinsmead, Stephen Thomas Foot, Robert Grinyer, Anthony Francis Healy, Maurice Kohn and Richard Thomas, who will carry on as partners the business at 80 Type-street, Burnley. 


Dated at Melbourne the 20th day of February, 1950.


Signatures: L. BRINSMEAD, W. ALLEN, R. GRINYER, S.T. FOOT, A.F. HEALY, M. KOHN, R.J. DUDGEON, R. THOMAS


Witness: W. Harrison. 


William Harrison, solicitor.  Bank Place, Melbourne. 


      








Their plaques at Springvale Crematorium’s Boronia Wall


Photos sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributed by Dan J.








