SAPPER EDWARD DOWSEY
5526 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Sandhurst, Bendigo, Victoria was the birthplace of Timothy Edward Dowsey in 1887 the son of Thomas and Catherine (nee Collins) Dowsey.  He married in 1908 to Elizabeth Ellen Scott and in 1909 were residents at Boundary Street, Golden Square and worked as a miner.  In 1914 they had moved to 48 Short Street, Bendigo.  
He appeared in the local Court in 1914 for the following:
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At the recruiting depot at Eaglehawk on 9 March, 1916 the married twenty-nine-year-old miner applied for active service abroad and passed the medical examination having previously been rejected for varicose veins and defective eyesight.
Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:
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Attestation forms describe him as 166cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing 63.6gks (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-87cms (32-34ins) and a dark complexion with blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar of an old healed operation.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  He admitted being convicted by a Civil Power of illegally being on mining premises.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Ellen Dowsey of 48 Short Street, Bendigo and later changed to care of Mrs E. Downs, Burr Street, Bendigo and allotted some of his pay in support of her and their children.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken in Bendigo on March 10.
Basic training commenced on March 13, 1916 with allotment to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company at Broadmeadows camp near Melbourne.  
Recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

While home on final leave the following presentation was reported in the:

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Tunnelling Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  

His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3929.

He was photographed with members from Bendigo in the No. 5 Tunnelling Company and their Commanding Officer which appeared in the Bendigo Advertiser on 27 May, 1916 and The Bendigonian issued of 1 June, 1916:

Sapper Dowsey was hospitalised the same day the transport Warilda departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

He was crossed off the roll as 3929 of the No. 5 Tunnelling company and returned to duty on 6 June, 1916 then sent to the Tunnellers training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.   Was re-issued with the regimental number 5526.  
In preparation for departure military authorities advised him to make a Will but the copy is marked “Does not desire to make a Will.”  He signed the copy to confirm.
The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

Sapper was admitted on 11 January, 1917 to the Military Hospital, Parkhouse then transferred with a social disease to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford on January 20 remaining a patient there.  After 93 days curative care was discharged to duty on 13 April.  Was re-admitted to the hospital at Bulford and treated for another 25 days from April 21 until discharged on 15 May, 1917.
Proceeded to France on 4 June, 1917 from Folkstone on board the transport S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.
On 13 June, 1917 marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  
Sapper was attached on 21 November, 1917 to the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Dranoutre, Belgium working at Westhoek, Leinster Farm and Half-Way House sinking shafts.
He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

On 15 February, 1918 was wounded in action suffering a gunshot wound to his left shoulder and admitted to the New Zealand Field Ambulance.
The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company records the following extract for that day:

“Dranoutre
15th 
Two light casualties at 226 D.O.”

Sapper was transferred to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station until 28 February and admitted to the 14th General Hospital in Boulogne. 
Base Records regretfully advised his wife on 28 February, 1918 that he has been reported wounded and his address was included for correspondence.  This news was shared in the:

Was transferred to England on March 3 on the hospital ship Peiter de Connick entering the East Suffolk and Ipswich hospital affiliated with Colchester Military Hospital, Colchester and remained a patient there until 30 April, 1918.  
His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:

Mrs Dowsey was again advised by Base Records on 10 April, 1918 he was admitted to the General Military Hospital, Colchester, England on 4/3/18 suffering from a gunshot wound left shoulder.

He was sent to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford and was discharged to furlough on 4 June and to report to the No. 4 Command Depot on June 18.
On 10 June, 1918 was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford with urethritis (inflammation of Urethra) and discharged to Headquarters on June 28 and returned to the No. 4 Command Depot entering their Isolation camp.  Returned to Bulford hospital on July 24 with urethritis and remained under treatment until 12 August, 1918.  He was then sent to the Convalescent Training Depot at Parkhouse until 5 September and onto the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill.
Sapper was there when Peace was declared.  On 30 November, 1918 marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.

Sapper Dowsey embarked for Australia as an invalid due to a gunshot wound to his upper arm on the hospital ship Saxon on 11 December, 1918.  Base Records advised his wife on 24 January, 1919 he was returning home.
Mrs Dowsey advised Base Records on 21 January, 1919 that her present address was now 69 Nicholson Street, Abbottsford, Vic.

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 30 January, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 1 March, 1919 as wounded
The copy of his Will was returned to the 3rd Military District on 26 June, 1919.

In 1919 they were listed at 159 Creek Street, Bendigo.

The British War Medal (59095) and the Victory Medal (57523) were issued to Sapper 5526 Edward Dowsey, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

The Victory Medal was not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 19 May, 1923 and a letter was sent to the last known address given in 1919.  The letter was returned unclaimed at Abbotsford on 1 September, 1923.
Base Records wrote to the Department of Repatriation on 16 February, 1924 asking if they could advise the present address of the ex-soldier or if he was in receipt of a pension and at what Post Office it was drawn also the Certificate number so that they could communicate with the Postmaster there on the subject.  The Department’s reply note gave pension no.119419 Bendigo Post Office.
Base Records sent on 11 March, 1924 the application form for the Victory Medal to the former soldier and he completed the application two days later requesting it to be posted to him at 220 High Street, Bendigo.  Records sent his medal by registered post no 6303 on 11 April, 1924.

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Department requested copies of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 12 February, 1929 and again on 9 December, 1938.
Their residence was listed at 38 Myrtle Street, Bendigo in 1931 and in 1934 it was 37 Edward Street, Bendigo where they remained.

Timothy Edward Dowsey passed away on 3 August, 1958 aged 71 years.  Interment took place in the Presbyterian monumental portion of Bendigo General Cemetery (now Bendigo Memorial Park) on August 5 within section E6X in grave no. 37853.

He has a Commonwealth War Grave which reads:


Mrs Ellen Dowsey died on 12 November, 1970 and buried with her husband.
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Bendigo Advertiser Tuesday May 5, 1914:


FOUND IN TAILINGS SHOOT – EDWARD DOWSEY’S CASE – THREE MONTHS IMPRISONMENT


In the City Court yesterday, before Messrs C.N. Moore, P.M., R.B. Anderson, T.M., W. Beebe and J.W. Paul, J.P.’s, Edward Dowsey was charged on remand with having been found on 12th April, without lawful excuse on the mine of the Victoria Consol Co.  Dowsey was before the court on Thursday last, and pleaded guilty to the charge, but sentence was deferred to permit the police making enquiries as to his character, antidotes etc.


When the case was called yesterday Police constable McKenzie submitted a report to the bench, showing that Messrs Kinsley and W. Rickard, two well-known mining managers had given Dowsey a good character.  The report also stated that Dowsey had worked underground for those gentlemen and had always been found to be honest.


Mr Moore:  The Testimonials of the mining managers is in accused favor, but I [blurred] reconcile their statements with his demeaner in the witness box, and the fact that he is said to be dull-witted.  The bench thinks he is of a very bad case, and accused will be sentenced to 12 month’s imprisonment.


Subsequently the magistrate, without any explanation recued the term to three months.  Mr Moore, addressing Mr Barnett, said “Had the accused not endeared to throw dust in the eyes of the bench when in the witness box he would have got off lighter.  Probably the sentence would have been suspended.”





Bendigo Independent Friday March 10, 1916:


EAGLEHAWK ENLISTMENTS


Two men were examined and accepted by Dr Lyons yesterday.  Their names are Thomas Edward Staley and Edward Dowsey.





Bendigo Advertiser Thursday May 11, 1916:


PRESENTATIONS TO SOLDIERS


The friends of Sapper E. Dowsey recently assembled at the residence of his mother and presented him with a radium wristlet watch.  This is the third son of Mrs Dowsey to go on active service.  One is in France with our Anzac boys and the other was wounded and is at present in hospital in Egypt.  Sapper E. Dowsey leaves for the front shortly.





Bendigo Advertiser – Vic – Saturday 27 May 1916:


BENDIGO MEMBERS OF No.5 TUNNELLING CORPS (Broadmeadows), with their O.C., 


CAPTAIN WAGSTAFF, of Bendigo.





Top Row : J. Cain (5293), J. Helsdon (3823), D. Dowsey (5566)


Second Row: T.P.L. Huray (3933), G.R. Clough (3839), F.S. Thornton (3725), R. Brown (3816), (Unnamed)


Third Row: T. Simmons (3922), L.H. Hancock (3950), Capt. P.W. Wagstaff, P. Prince (T.M. 3828), G.T. James (3917) 


[Numbers added by tunnellers.net] 		         				                  Photo courtesy Peter Wagstaff





Bendigonian Thursday March 7, 1918:


Mrs E. Dowsey, of 61 Edward-street, Bendigo, has received word from the Defence department that her husband, Sapper E. Dowsey, has been wounded.  Sapper Dowsey sailed with the 1st Tunnelling Company.





Bendigo Advertiser Tuesday March 19, 1918:


WOUNDED


Pte J.W.L. Day, Murchison; Spr E. Dowsey, Bendigo					Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Friday January 31, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – TWO TRANSPORTS ARRIVE


Nearly 2000 soldiers returned by the two transports yesterday.  The Saxon berthed early in the morning and disembarkation commenced about 9 a.m., while the Orontes, although timed to commence landing troops at 3 p.m., did not begin operations until 4.30 p.m. involving once again very serious inconvenience to the relatives of the men, who had turned out to meet “the boys” in accordance with the official intimation published yesterday.


It is explained that the aggravating delay in disembarking the Orontes troops was due to an alteration by the naval authorities in the time fixed.  It was about 6 p.m. before the Victorians, numbering 327, reached the depot; 126 Queenslanders, 81 South Australians and 38 Tasmanians were conveyed to Broadmeadows camp.  Many complaints were again made regarding the failure of the authorities to fulfil the programme for debarkation as originally arranged.  The altering of the time of disembarkation at the last moment caused inconvenience not only to the relatives, but also to many officials and the medical officers.                                                    


Article abridged





AIF


5526 SAPPER


E.T. DOWSEY


1ST TUNNELLING COMPANY


3RD AUGUST, 1958


DEARLY LOVED AND SADLY MISSED BY HIS WIFE ELLEN & FAMILY








