SAPPER WILLIAM HENRY DOHERTY
5525 – 1st Tunnelling Company
William Henry Doherty stated he was born at Oakleigh, Victoria in 1885 the son of William Henry and Annie (nee Loughlan) Doherty.  In 1915 he was a gold miner at Waratah, Tasmania.

At the recruiting depot at Waratah on 24 March, 1916 the thirty-one-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and describe him as 158cms (5ft 2½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 81-87cms (32-35ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes and fair hair.  Religion was Anglican.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Annie Doherty of Daylesford, Victoria. 
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:


He took and signed the Oath of Allegiance at Claremont camp (6th Military District) on 27 April, 1916 and commenced basic training until 1 July when transferred to the Miners Reinforcements camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District).  He was allotted to the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 5525.
The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward on 28 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.

On 6 February, 1917 was attached supernumerary to the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working in the underground mining system at Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59).  Sapper was taken on strength with the company on February 17.

Leave from France was granted and taken on 7th to 21st November, 1917.

At the Register Office, Lambeth, London on 10 November, 1917 William Henry (32) of War Chest Club, Horseferry Road, London, bachelor and gold miner was married to Minnie Hayward (22), spinster daughter of William Hayward of 36 Durham Street, Vauxhall, by the Registrar John J. Barwick. 

Minnie Doherty became his next-of-kin at 47 Rosehill Street, Hales Road, Cheltenham, Gloucester, England. 
Service continued without illness or injury and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was counted with his unit as still serving in and audit of the company taken on 17 July, 1918.  Proceeded on leave from 25 August, 1918 returning to duty on 10 September, 1918.

His mother’s address changed with Base Records on 7 November, 1918 to Stanbridge Street, Daylesford. 

When Peace was declared he was still serving with his unit.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Sapper was paid in France on 4 February, 1919.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot and departed there on April 10 crossing to England and marching into the No. 1 Group Camp the following day.  The troops were moved on 10 May to the No. 2 Group Camp at Sutton Veny to await their voyage home.

Accompanied by his wife and child, Sapper Doherty embarked for Australia on 8 August, 1919 on board H.T. Katoomba.  Base Records advised his mother on 28 August that he was returning home. 
His name was among those soldiers listed as returning with family in the:
Also published was the official list of returning soldiers in the:
On the 18 September, 1919 his sister Eliza J. Ferrari of 26 College Street, Hawthorn wrote to Base Records that her brother was returning on the Katoomba due on the 22.  As he enlisted in Tasmania, they had not received any tickets to meet him as all of his people were here and would like to be there to meet him as he was bringing his wife and child with him.  Would they kindly let them know where they could meet him and if at the depot could they please send her a ticket to admit her.

Base Records replied on September 20 stating that if her brother makes arrangements to disembark in Melbourne and remain in Victoria, instead of proceeding to Tasmania, he would accompany the Victorian troops to the Finalizing Depot, and on the assumption that such action is taken, the writer forwarded her two tickets for admission to this Depot to meet him.
The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 22 September, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 6 November, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

His intended address was given as 103 Clement Street, South Richmond.

His Will was returned from the 6th Military District to the 3rd Military District on 24 January, 1920.

The British War Medal (59093) and the Victory Medal (57521) were issued to Sapper 5525 William Henry Doherty, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Their address in 1921 was 25 Matlock Street, Canterbury with his occupation as a labourer.  This remained their residence all their lives.

He collected both medals from Victoria Barracks, Melbourne on 16 December, 1922.  

Their eldest daughter Avice Minnie Doherty died on 26 September 1933 aged 15 years and interment took place in portion B of Box Hill cemetery in grave no. 545.  Announcement was published in the:


A Nearest Female Relative Badge (no.152131) was returned to Base Records on 29 October, 1941.
Mrs Minnie Doherty also was interred in the same grave at Box Hill cemetery on 26 April, 1956 aged 61 years.

The Victorian Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 4 May, 1964.
William Henry Doherty passed away on 1 September, 1971 aged 86 years and laid to rest in the family grave at B. No. 545 in Box Hill Cemetery, on September 3 with his wife and daughter.
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Daily Telegraph Tuesday March 28, 1916:


WARATAH


On Saturday Recruiting Sergeant Shaw, in company with Dr Gollan, proceeded from Burnie to Waratah to examine recruits.  Seven presented themselves, and five were accepted for active service.  They were Louis George Clark, William Henry Doherty, Charles Bilson and Herbert John Coad, while Ernest Draeger was accepted for home service.  Dr Gollan will conduct an examination at Burnie to-day.





Examiner (Launceston) Friday September 5, 1919:


SOLDIERS’ DEPENDANTS


Attached is a list of soldiers, wives and dependants, embarked on the steamer Katoomba:


Soldiers with Wife and One Child:


William Henry Doherty, 1st Tun. Coy;						Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Tuesday September 9, 1919:


RETURNING HOME


The following troops are returning to Australia:


PER H.T. KATOOMBA


Sapper W.H. Doherty, 1st T. Company						Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Tuesday September 23, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING – TWO CONTINGENTS WELCOMED


There were two disembarkations yesterday.  The Victorian troops who returned on the s.s. Argyle landed at Port Melbourne, and were conveyed to the A.I.F. Depot in motor-cars.  En route they received a cordial welcome, and at the depot met relatives and friends.  The s.s. Katoomba, with a party of soldier and dependants, reach the North Wharf at noon.  The Tasmanians who disembarked left by the s.s. Loongana in the afternoon.





Age (Melbourne) Saturday September 30, 1933:


DEATHS


DOHERTY—On the 26th September, at the Alfred Hospital, Avice Minnie, eldest daughter of William and Minnie Doherty, of 25 Matlock-street, Canterbury, and loving sister of Phyliss, Roma, Olive, Gwenith and Peggy.  Aged 15 years.  At rest.








