SAPPER / AIR MECHANIC 2nd CLASS ERNEST DAWE
7656 – Tunnelling Reinforcements / Aust. Flying Corps

Falmouth, Cornwall, England was the birthplace of Ernest Dawe in 1890 the son of Thomas and Bessie Amelia (nee Shugg) Dawe.  In 1891 the family were residing at Smithwick Hill, Falmouth and those there were Thomas (29) boiler maker, wife Bessie (28) and children Thomas C. (8), William G. (6), Edgar (4), Ethel M. (2) and Ernest (4mths).
He stated he had served a six year apprenticeship as an Electrical Engineer and four years as a Veterinary Sergeant.  He came to Western Australia.

At the Goldfields Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 8 October, 1916 the unmarried twenty-eight year old applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his address was Brown Hill Hotel, Kalgoorlie and was 179cms (5ft 9ins) tall with a chest expansion of 97-104cms (38-41ins) and his hazel eyes passed the eye test with good vision.  He had three vaccination scars from Infancy and suffered no fits, insanity or tuberculosis.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 70.4kgs (155lbs) with a pale complexion and brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Bessie Deborah Dawe of Coads Green, Launceston, Cornwall, England.  He was sworn in the same day.  

His application was held over for exemption in Perth until January 8, 1917 and was re-examined at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 22 January, 1917.  Basic training commenced the same day with Xth Depot Battalion until April 10 when allotted to the Tunnelling Reinforcements.  He went to the Clearing Hospital at Blackboy Hill camp on May 7 but was not admitted.  On 19 May, 1917 was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and attached to the April Reinforcements until 5 August when transferred to the Tunnelling Company.  He also went to the Clearing Hospital at Seymour Military Camp on 6 August for his final examination.  In preparation for departure his Will was noted to have been lodged with Mr Kyle, contractor in Kalgoorlie, W.A.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7656.

The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  He was appointed at sea to be Corporal for the voyage only on September 9.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55 day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse and reverted to the rank of Sapper then appointed E.D.P. Corporal (Extra Duty Pay) during further training for the front.  On October 11 he reverted to Sapper.
With his civil qualifications of Electrical Engineer he was transferred on 12 November, 1917 to the Aust Flying Corps Details at Wendover with rank changing to Air Mechanic 2nd Class and was taken on strength the same day.  He marched out to S.R.O. Farnborough on December 5 then proceeded overseas to France on December 12, 1917.  He was taken on strength from the Home Establishment with No. 3 Squadron on New Year’s Day 1918.  It was noted his renumerated pay was eight shillings per day on 17 May, 1918.  
His service continued without incident and was still serving with his unit when Peace was declared.  Leave to England was taken from December 14 and to return on 28 December with a notation he went to East Lawn and Coads Green, Launceston and rejoined his unit on January 3, 1919.
Orders were received to return to the Aust General Base Depot on 3 March, 1919 proceeding to England the next day disembarking at Weymouth and marching into the 3rd Training Brigade camp.
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After demobilisation 2nd A/M Dawe embarked for Australia on 6 May, 1919 on the H.T. S.S. Kaiser-I-Hind.  The ship docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on 9 June, 1919.  Brief news of their arrival was published in the:
He appeared the same day before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 8 Aust General Hospital in Fremantle where he stated he had no wounds, injury or illness on service and his present condition was ‘pretty good’.  Found to have all organs and hearing normal with no abnormalities and was approved on June 11 in Perth.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 9 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Later that year the following was advertised in the:
In 1921 he was a tributer living at ‘Cabin Saloon’ 83 Burt Street, Kalgoorlie.  The following year he was arrested and appeared in the police court reported in the:
He married in 1922 to Gladys Bowen with their union registered in Coolgardie.  The announcement was published in the:
In 1925 their residence was 2 Porter Street, Kalgoorlie and his occupation was prospector.
Results of his course were published in the:

He again went before the Court which was reported in the: 
In 1930 he was in court after being charged with unlawful possession (hearing reproduced further below).  Two years later was fined by the Court for being the owner of an unlicensed truck with the case reported in the:
In December, 1937 he was in Court again on a charge of stealing a winch but was acquitted.  (case below)
Back in the local Court in 1939 the following proceedings were published in the:
He was a witness at an Inquest at the Courthouse reported in 1942 in the:


In 1950 he was before the Arbitration Court advertised in the:

Ernest Dawe passed away on 31 January, 1956 aged 70 years.  Burial took place in the Anglican portion of Kalgoorlie Cemetery.

Mrs Gladys Bowen died aged 64 years and was interred in Kalgoorlie cemetery, Anglican section with Thomas Bowen (her father).
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Lengthy Court Reports are below:








Daily News Monday June 9, 1919:


PREMIER RYAN ARRIVES BY “KAISER-I-HIND”


The Premier of Queensland (Mr T. J. Ryan) arrived at Fremantle to-day by the Kaiser-I-Hind on which vessel there was a large contingent of air-men of the Australian Flying Corps.  			Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday October 21, 1919:


KALGOORLIE WARDEN’S COURT


The following applications for prospecting areas were granted: No. 1152E, Ernest Dawe (Feysville)


											Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Monday February 13, 1922:


ITEMS OF NEWS


Alleged Forged Fivers—Ernest Dawe, a returned soldier, 38 years of age, was arrested in Kalgoorlie at 11.30 on Saturday morning, on a charge that he, on November 21, at Kalgoorlie, knowingly and fraudulently uttered a false document, purporting to be a £5 Commonwealth of Australia bank note.  Dawe was brought before Mr B. Leslie, J.P., at the police court, and was remanded until to-day.  Bail was allowed in the sum of £30 and a surety in a like amount.





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday September 14, 1922:


MARRIAGE


BOWEN-DAWE—On September 11, 1922 at St John’s Cathedral, Gladys youngest daughter of Thomas Bowen of Boulder to Ernest, 4th son of Mrs and the late W.M. Dawe, Launceston, England.





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday December 18, 1926:


W.A. SCHOOL OF MINES


ANNUAL EXAMINATIONS – LIST OF PASSES


The registrar of the School of Mines (Mr G.M. Lumb) has issued the results of the annual examinations held last month, which are as follows:


Engine Driving, First Course—Credit: Ernest Dawe.					Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday September 15, 1932:


ITEMS OF NEWS


There was no appearance of Willian O’Shea, who, in his absence was fined 2/6, with 3/ costs, in default 24 hours imprisonment, for driving a Chevrolet truck in Wilson-street, he not being the holder of a licence.  For having driven an unlicensed truck he was ordered to pay a fine of £1, with 3/ costs, in default three days; imprisonment.  Ernest Dawe, who acknowledged being the owner of an unlicensed Ford utility truck, permitted Jack Paull to drive it on Boulder-road.  He was mulcted in a fine of 1/, with 3/ costs, in default 48 hours imprisonment.  In the Children’s Court a lad was cautioned and told to pay 3/ costs for driving a truck when he was not the holder of a licence.





Western Argus Tuesday September 18, 1928:


COURT OF SESSION


Jurors have been summoned to attend the sitting of the Eastern Goldfield Court of Session to commence at the Kalgoorlie Courthouse on Wednesday, the 19th inst.  The cases listed for hearing are those of Ernest Dawe, false pretences.





Coolgardie Miner Thursday July 13, 1939:


LOCAL COURT – INTERPLEADER SUMMONS


No. 59 1939, Kalgoorlie—Ernest Dawe v Edward Young.  Amount of warrant of execution £13 1 2.





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday August 20, 1942:


BOULDER ROAD ACCIDENT – LENGTHY EVIDENCE AT INQUEST


Lengthy evidence was heard in the Kalgoorlie Courthouse Tuesday at an inquest into the death of Frederick George Winder (73) of 61 Forrest street, Kalgoorlie, before the coroner, Mr T. Ansell.


Ernest Dawe, engineer, stated in evidence that on the morning of July 20, he was standing within the door of his shop, when someone called out that an accident had occurred.  He ran over to a man lying on the road and recognised Winter.  He said, “Hullo! Fred, what are you doing here?”  Winter replied, “I got dragged here.”  He seemed to be in great pain and asked not to be moved.  The ambulance arrived shortly afterwards and he was in such great pain that four or five men lifted him and shifted the stretcher underneath. There were marks on the road leading towards Hanbury-street from where he was lying.  They extended for a distance of perhaps 10ft or 12ft and had the appearance of something having been dragged along the road.  He later picked up Winter’s hat and bicycle and took them into his shop.  The police later took possession of the bicycle, which was already of the road when Dawe took it inside.						Article abridge to his testimony





West Australian Thursday July 20, 1950:


ARBITRATION COURT


Derrol Ian Melbin v Ernest Dawe, application for transfer of apprenticeship.





Footplate E. Dawe grave in Kalgoorlie Cemetery, W.A.


Photo courtesy Ozburials.com and used with permission





Daily News Thursday May 4, 1922:


“A MUG TO SQUEAL” - DETECTIVE’S SURPRISE EVIDENCE


KALGOORLIE NOTE CASE - LACK OF EDENTIFICATION


ERNEST DAWE ACQUITTED


The trial was continued at the Criminal Court to-day before Mr Justice Burnside, of Ernest Dawe, who is charged with having uttered a false £5 Commonwealth Bank note at Kalgoorlie, on November 14.  The substance of the case against him is that Dawe introduced two Jugo-Slavs to a man unknown, but whose name is given as Jacobson, in connection with an illicit gold deal, and that he was present when Jacobson paid the Slavs, mostly is spurious notes, for £600 worth of gold.  The Crown Prosecutor (Mr Hubert Parker) prosecuted, and Mr M.G. Lavan represented the accused, who had pleaded not guilty.


Mr Lavan resumed his cross-examination of Milan Glucina, one of the Slavs.  This dealt generally with the details of the proceedings in the stable off Hannan-street, where the alleged deal was made.


Detective Inspector John J. Walsh said he had been on the goldfields since 1904.  He had had a lot to do with the gold stealing staff.  Illicit gold dealing was carried up to a considerable extent but not so much as in the past.  Many of the general public considered the business fair game.


On hearing of the notes, the witness questioned the accused.  Dawe said a man named Jacobson had come to his shop in connection with machinery.  Jacobson said he was buying gold, and exporting it from Australia.  Dawe said he told the man that although he had no gold, he might be able to find someone who had some to sell.  As a result of this he arranged with Kosovich and Glucina to meet Jacobson at the stables on November 14.


The transaction occurred, and Dawe added, “All I did was help counting the money.  I had nothing to do in the business, and I got no commission.”   Dawe said Jacobson was about 5ft 9ins in height, thick set, wearing dark whiskers and moustache, and he spoke with the accent of a French Jew.


The witness remarked that the two “Austrians: declared that the whiskers and moustache were false.  The accused said he was sure they were not false, and that he would know Jacobson if he saw him again.  When asked whether he could assist the police in getting the man, the accused mentioned the names of two well-known Kalgoorlie identities, one of whom wears a moustache, and the other is clean shaven.  One of the men, if he wore a beard and assumed the accent of a French Hebrew, might answer the description of Jacobson.  The witness mentioned that face, but explained that he would not tally with the statement of the Austrians.  	


										Continues  





Continued


The witness told Dawe that he had a warrant for his arrest, but promised not to execute it if he (Dawe) would help them to find Jacobson, who was the principal in the affair.  Later Dawe called at the Detective Office and said he had had a good look round but could not find the man.  He referred, however, to one of the men he mentioned before.  The witness explained that the man was clean shave, whereas in his description of Jacobson Dawe had state that the whiskers and moustache which he wore were not false.


Mr Lavan:  You would expect a man who passed bad notes to get out?—If he was a stranger, yes.


And if he were a local man, disguised?—Not necessarily.  I have a good idea who the man is, and he has not left Kalgoorlie.  


Detective-Sergeant Reid, of, Kalgoorlie, stated that Dawe met him one day in Kalgoorlie, and said: “Walsh is a mug.—does not want them to catch the gold stealers, They are all in it.”


The witness remarked: You are not going to put it over me that you don’t know who Jacobson is.” Dawe replied, “That’s all over now” You must think I would be mug to squeal.  If you saw a chance of making a few quid would you come at it.”	


Mr Lavan: Why did you not give that evidence at Kalgoorlie?  It slipped my memory.  After the case at Kalgoorlie I told Mr Cook, who was defencing Dawe, that I was going to give it in this Court.


Why did you not tell me?—I had not meed to tell you.


This is the first I have heard about it?—It’s not my place to tell you.  Mr Cook should have done it.


Mr Lavan submitted that there was no case to go to the jury.  He argued that there was no evidence that Dawe had uttered any of the notes, nor was there a scintilla of evidence which would justify the jury in even inferring that Dawe was in collusion with Jacobson, or that he knew that the notes were forged.  Another point was that there was no identification of the particular note with which the accused was given.


His Honor favoured Mr Lavan’s contention regarding the lack of identification.


Mr Parker said he could get over the difficulty by amending in connection with the whole of the 114 notes involved.  He had a right to amend at any time, and he applied to do so.  If the case were withdrawn from the jury now it might mean that 114 separate charges would be brought.  Where there was a variance on the evidence he had a right to amend the indictment.


Mr Lavan: But this is not a case of variance, but of absolute failure to prove identification.


His Honor (to Mr Parker) : You can’t identify those notes which took part in the transaction, and which Glucima handed to Reid.


Mr Parker: Is it not for the jury to say whether that note is identified?


His Honor: No, note until I point out to them the evidence of identification.


Mr Lavan: There is no evidence that it was one of the notes which passed between Jacobson and Glucina.


His Honor: I don’t think the evidence identifies the note.


Addressing the jury his Honor said the jury could not presume anything.  It would be utterly impossible in a Court of Justice to say there was any connecting link between the notes which Jacobson paid to Kosovich and those which were handed to the police.  He would withdraw the case from the jury.


Dawe was acquitted.





												





West Australian Friday June 16, 1922:


ILLICITT TRAFFIC IN GOLD


INTERESTING SIDELIGHTS


Some interesting sidelights on the illicit traffic in gold on the eastern goldfields were given in the Criminal Court before Mr Justice Northmore yesterday, when Ernest Dawe, and electrical engineer, who had been a tributer on the Croesus South gold mine, was being tried on a charge of having uttered a fraudulent £5 Commonwealth Bank note at Kalgoorlie.  Two witnesses for the prosecution –Mate Kossovich and Milan Glucina—had stated that the accused had introduced them to a man, known as Jacobson, to whom they had in accused presence illicitly sold a large quantity of gold, for which they were paid in £5 bank notes.  These notes were afterwards proved to be forgeries and Dawe was arrested on a charge of having uttered them through the instrumentality of Jacobson, who vanished before the fraud was discovered.  Yesterday Dawe gave evidence in his own defence.									Article abridged	





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday September 21, 1928:


ALLEGED FALSE PRETENCES – TRIAL OF ERNEST DAWE


EVIDENCE FOR PROSECUTION


In the Court of Sessions at the Kalgoorlie Courthouse yesterday morning, Ernest Dawe appeared before Mr J.E. Geary and a jury to answer a charge that he on January 26, 1928, by falsely pretending to the Kalgoorlie Municipal Council that he had supplied certain piping and other material and labour to lay the piping, attempted to obtain £140 17/4 with intent to defraud.


Mr Tobin of O’Dea, Tobin and O’Dea, acted as Crown Prosecutor and Mr B. Cook appeared for the defence.


Charles Edward Eccles, Town Clerk of the Kalgoorlie Municipal Council stated that Victoria Park was under the control of the municipality.  The council went into recess about the middle of December last for about six weeks.  Previous to the recess it was reported to the council that the pipes on the Croesus-street side of Victoria Park needed repairing.  Up to the time of the recess no authority had been given to have the repairs effected.


Witness was away during most of the recess.  On his return to Kalgoorlie he first heard of the accused’s claim.  He saw his account first on January 26 inst.  The finance committee of the council dealt with the account.  After the finance committee met he was given certain instructions and as a result he summoned the gardener William Cliff, to appear before the next meeting of the committee and explain the matter.  Cliff appeared before the committee on February 9.  On February 23 witness went to the accused’s yard with the Mayor, Mr B. Leslie to see the condition of the discarded pipes and to ask the accused to explain the item “labour” on the account. 


Accused said he had sole the piping which had been taken up from the park.  He said he sold it to a man named Rowe.  He said the labour was equivalent to five weeks, as most of it had been done under difficulties, some of it at night.  He had been definitely instructed that the watering was not to be disturbed in the daytime.  He gave witness no details of the labour.  Witness and Mr Leslie reported to the finance committee, and as a result of instructions from them he wrote to the accused on February 24, stating that the committee considered his account was excessive.  Witness received a letter in reply to that.  The council received a demand from Cowle and Co., solicitors, for payment on May 10.  The council replied, stating that they decline to meet the account.  It was finally decided by the council to obtain legal advice.  The council examined two employees of the park, from whom they obtained certain information.  The council had an examination made of the pipes alleged to have been put down on the Croesus-street side of the park.  Witness employed Mr Bradley to examine the pipes.  Witness was present.  Under instructions the council’s engineer, Mr McGregor, and the then sanitary manager, Mr Cox, were also present.  They were to examine the pipes and make a report to the council.  Two other examinations were made.  At the third examination two men from the Water Supply Department were present. The council received reports from Bradley, Cox and McGregor.  Bradley also examiner portion of the system on the Victoria-street side.  Witness made some inquiries regarding the pipes the accused said he had purchased and put down in the park.  He could not verify the accused’s statement.		


To Mr Cook: The accused said he had purchased the pipes from the Golden Butterfly Company.  Practically all the suggestion for the improvement of Victoria Park comes from William Cliff when he held the position of gardener.  Cliff had general authority to keep the water supply at the park in order. The accused had done other work for the council.  No fault was found with his work or his charges.  When Cliff reported concerning the state of the pipes the council took it that his report was correct.  It was the information received, from Fraser and Carlisle, council employees, that decided the council that the work had not been done.  At first the council would not pass the accused’s account, as it considered it was excessive.  Cliff was asked whether the work had been done.  At first he said it had not been done; then he said he had not seen it done as he was on leave.


											Continues	


											 





West Australian Friday June 16, 1922:


ILLICITT TRAFFIC IN GOLD


INTERESTING SIDELIGHTS


Some interesting sidelights on the illicit traffic in gold on the eastern goldfields were given in the Criminal Court before Mr Justice Northmore yesterday, when Ernest Dawe, and electrical engineer, who had been a tributer on the Croesus South gold mine, was being tried on a charge of having uttered a fraudulent £5 Commonwealth Bank note at Kalgoorlie.  Two witnesses for the prosecution –Mate Kossovich and Milan Glucina—had stated that the accused had introduced them to a man, known as Jacobson, to whom they had in accused presence illicitly sold a large quantity of gold, for which they were paid in £5 bank notes.  These notes were afterwards proved to be forgeries and Dawe was arrested on a charge of having uttered them through the instrumentality of Jacobson, who vanished before the fraud was discovered.  Yesterday Dawe gave evidence in his own defence.									Article abridged	





Continued


Stephen Bradley, chief mechanical engineer on the Boulder Perseverance G.M., stated that some time ago at the instance of the Kalgoorlie Municipal Council he made an inspection at Victoria Park.  On May 3 he inspected some 4-inch pipes on the Croesus-street side of the park.  There were two lines running parallel.  They were partly uncovered.  On May 4 they were totally uncovered.  Messrs Eccles, McGregor and Cox were present on both days.  Detective Parker and Mr Leslie were there on the first day.  Witness made a further inspection on May 16.  Messrs Eccles, McGregor, Cox, O’Brien and a man from the Water Supply Department were present.  As a result of these inspections he made reports on May 5 and May 18.  He produced the reports.  The top half of the lines were heavily coated with tar.  To all appearances, many of the sockets had not been removed for many years.  In the report on his inspection on May 16 witness stated that several lengths of the pipes had been lifted out of the ground.  The joints had shown that the pipes had not been disturbed for years.  By the rust and silt in the pipes it was also seen that the pipes had been in use for some time.  The pipes appeared to be in the same condition as those in the remainder of the scheme.  He had no hesitation in saying that the popes along the Croesus-street side of the park had not been removed for years.


Mr Cook cross-examined the witness.  The pipes were tarred.  The pipes he inspected were in good order and condition.  The pipe produced by Mr Cook, in his opinion, had been in the socket for two or three years.  The joint on another piece of pipe had been on it for a long time.


Frederick William Cox, works superintendent of the Kalgoorlie Municipal Council, stated that he was a certified plumber on the Metropolitan Board of Works, Melbourne, before coming to West Australia.  He carried on his trade for several years in Kalgoorlie before entering the service of the council.  He made an inspection of pipes in Victoria Park, on May 3.  There was a further examination on May 16.  Messrs Bradley, Eccles and two employees of the Water Supply Department were present.  HE took part in this examination.  Two or three days later he made a report to the council on his examination, which he produced.  From the appearance of the pipes, he would say they had not been disconnected or removed for some time, not for some months at least.  There were no marks on the stand pipes which tools would have been made.  The joints were well corroded.  He had no hesitation in saying that the pipes had not been disconnected for years. The rubber packing was rotten and it took years for it to rot.  There was no necessity to remove the pipes.


The court then adjourned till 10 o’clock this morning.





Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday January 29, 1930:


UNLAWFUL POSSESSION


EREST DAWE CONVICTED


Ernest Dawe answered to his bail before Mr J.E. Geary, R.M., in the Kalgoorlie Police Court yesterday morning upon two separate charges that he, being the owner and occupier of premises in Boulder-road, had in his possession two Holman jackhammers reasonably  suspected to have been unlawfully obtained.  Dawe was undefended.


Mr R.F. Cook, who conducted the prosecution, outlined the facts of the case.  Dawe, who was given the opportunity of making an explanation, absolutely denied all knowledge of the jackhammers which was found on his Boulder-road premises.  Mr Cook pointed out that the onus of proof that he was entirely innocent in the transaction lay upon Dawe, who must satisfy the court with the truth of his story.


The R.M:  The proceedings are taken under Section 69 of the Police Act?


Mr Cook: Yes.  He would ask the court to invite Dawe if he could give any reason why the jackhammers should have been found on his premises.


The R.M. (To Dawe): The complaints are that two jackhammers, reasonably suspected have been unlawfully obtained, were found on your premises.  Have you any explanation whatever to make as to how the two jackhammers came to be on your premises?


Dawe:  I did not steal the hammers nor do I know how they got there.  I admit I own the premises.  I know nothing whatever about the jackhammers.  I have been advised that a simple explanation, such as I may give, might be rather unsatisfactory but under the circumstances I must leave the matter with the court.


The R.M.:  Have you any reason to show why a conviction should not be recorded against you in these cases?


Dawe:  The case is proved and I can offer no defence whatever.


Do you wish to give evidence?  I don’t wish to give any evidence because I have none to give.


The R.M. invited Detective Parker to make a statement.					Continues





Continued


Detective Parker stated that on September 17 last a report was made at the Fimiston police station that two Holman jackhammers had been stolen from the Enterprise G.M.  According to Mr Greenhill, the manager, a lock on the door of the room containing them had been forced.  Nothing more was then learnt.  On January 2 last a report was received from the manager of the Lake View and Star mine that a jackhammer had been stolen between December 21 and December 30.  He (Detective Parker) and Sergeant Mills went to Dawe’s workshop in Boulder-road.  They entered through a small unlocked door at the back of the premises.  Dawe was there.  One jackhammer was in a bag in a room formerly an office but now used for storage of electrical material.  Another bag in the workshop contained the greater portion of a jackhammer, the other parts being on a bench next to it.  Dawe said he knew nothing whatever about them.  He had only arrived there half an hour before.  He said that he had given other men permission to work on the premises.  Interviews, these men Charles Egan and the two brothers Taylor, said they had used the workshop and had locked it up when they left.  They denied all knowledge of the jackhammers.  


The R.M. (to Dawe): Do you now wish to say anything?


Dawe:  I can give no explanation as to how they got there.  I practically have to do more work outside my shop that inside.  I have three or four big contracts to attend to.


The R.M. (to Detective Parker): What is he?


Detective Parker:  He does electrical installations.  He is the only man with an oxy-welding plant of the fields.  He does this in his shop in Porter-street.


The R.M.:  He is an engineer then?—Yes.


The R.M.:  Some men deal in second-hand machinery quite legitimately, buying and selling it from the mines.  Does he buy and sell second-hand machinery?—I cannot say.  He does a lot of repairing.


The R.M. (to Dawe): What are the contracts?


Dawe:  I am rewiring Cohn’s buildings at a cost of about £300 and I am installing a new plant for Jack Hehir at the Iceworks in Dugan-street, and I was on the point of starting a contract with Linton and Reeves when these proceedings began.


The R.M. reserved his decision to 2.30 o’clock in the afternoon.











Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday December 8, 1937:


ERNEST DAWE CHARGED WITH STEALING WINCH


MAIN CROWN WITNESS PRISONER AT FREMANTLE


A prisoner, a youth named Allan Madelini, was brought up from the Fremantle goal to-day to be one of the main Crown witnesses in the Criminal Court when a middle-aged engineer, Ernest Dawe, was charged before the Chief Justice, Sir John Northmore, and a jury, with having stolen and received a friction winch, the property of the Paringa Extended Gold Mining Syndicate, at Kalgoorlie, between September 27 and October 19, last.


The prosecution is conducted by the Crown Prosecutor, Mr S.H. Good, Dawe, who pleads not guilty, is defended by Mr C.B. Gibson and Mr K.A. Burton. Reginald Clement Smalpage, representing the Paringa Syndicate, gave evidence that he installed a friction winch on the syndicate’s lease at Kalgoorlie and later repaired it.  When operation ceased at the end of March, the winch which was in good repair and valued at £20, was locked in a shed.  When Slampage visited the mine on October 15 the winch was gone.  Later he visited Dawe’s foundry, where he found the winch on the floor.  Dawe said it had been brought in for repair by a man named Mason.


The next witness was Allan Madelini, woodcutter, of Kalgoorlie, who said that on September 27 he and three other young men visited the Paringa Extended lease and stole a winch.  They dismantled it and took it to the bush.  Later Madelini visited Dawe and told him he had “some stuff,” including the winch.  Dawe said he was not ready to take it immediately, but would do so later.  Dawe was aware that it had been stolen from the mining lease.  Later, with other lads, Madelini went to the foundry, where Dawe paid them £5 10/ for the winch and told Madelini that a name must be put opposite the entry in the book stating that the winch had been brought in for repair.  Madalini told him to put down the name of Mason, “one of the mob.”


Cross-examined by Mr Gibson, Madelini denied that the reason he was testifying against Dawe was because Dawe had given him away to the police.


Arthur William Mason and Leslie Arthur Cossens also gave evidence of having stolen the winch and taken it to Dawe.


Detective Henry Robert Pilmer gave evidence of the circumstances surrounding Dawe’s arrest.  Dawe denied at first that he had ever given Madelini a cheque for £5, and later said he had given him a cheque for carting.


The case was adjourned until tomorrow.








Western Argus Tuesday December 14, 1937:


E. DAWE ACQUITTED ON CHARGE OF STEALING WINCH


EXPLANATION OF ACCUSED


A jury I the Criminal Court to-day dismissed a charge of stealing and receiving a friction winch preferred against Ernest Dawe, engineer, of Kalgoorlie, after a retirement of 30 minutes.  Chief Justice Sir John Northmore was on the bench.  The Crown case was conducted by the Crown Prosecutor (Mr S.H. Good), and Dawe was represented by Mr O.B. Gibson and Mr K.A. Burton.


The prosecution claimed that a party of youths removed the winch from the Paringa Expended Gold Mining Syndicate’s lease at Kalgoorlie on the night of September 12, and later delivered it to Dawe’s foundry.


Allan Madelini, a woodcarter, said that after he and others had taken  the winch to Dawe, Dawe, who knew it was stolen, gave them a cheque for £5 10/ for it, and said that Madelini must take out a receipt to show that he (Madelini) had purchased it from another man before bringing it to Dawe.


To-day Dawe gave evidence that, early in October, Madelini asked him to repair the winch for him.  Dawe made an entry in the book concerning the job and place against it the name of Mason, which Madelini had given him.  A few days later Madelini returned and asked Dawe whether he would purchase some scrap brass.  Dawe said he would purchase it for 2d a lb if Madelini could produce a weighbridge ticket.  Dawe weighed the brass later and found it was valued at £5 10/ at 2d a lb with a few pence over.  When he went to write out a cheque he found he had already written out a cheque for £5 in respect to a carting job.  The cheque was signed, but the carting had not been done. Dawe, therefore, altered the cheque to £5 10/ and kept it in readiness to pay for the brass.  Later Reginald Smalpage of the mining syndicate, called at the foundry.  Dawe, in answer to questions, told Smalpage that he could clear himself.  The lads who had brought in the winch later appeared at the foundry and Dawe told them that they had better go to the detective office and explain how they had come by the winch.  Later Madelini, in Dawe’s presence, told the detectives that he (Dawe) had bought the winch for £5.








