SAPPER THOMAS DAVIS
7462 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Thomas Davis stated he was born in Hay, New South Wales on 23 June, 1896 the son of Charles Thomas and Mary Ellen (nee McMillan) Davis.  In 1915 he was a miner working at Western Junction, Moira district, near Sheffield, Tasmania.
At the recruiting depot at Western Junction on 23 October, 1916 the twenty-one-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 60kgs (130lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-88cms (32-34½ins) and a dark complexion with blue eyes and dark curly hair.  Religion was Church of England.  Distinctive marks were a mole between shoulder blades and a scar near navel.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary Ellen Davis of 3 Merton Street, Rozelle, Sydney, New South Wales and allotted three shillings of his daily pay in support of her.  He took and signed the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion on 27 October at Claremont camp (6th Military District).
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Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the: 

On 18 January, 1917 the recruits were transferred to the Miners Reinforcements training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) for further instruction with the March, 1917 Reinforcements.  He went sick to the hospital at Langwarrin on 10 February remaining until 9 July then returned to Seymour camp.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his mother Mrs Mary Ellen Davis of 3 Merton Street, Rozelle, NSW.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7462.
The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Military discipline was issued as follows:



Offence:
Parkhouse 31/10/17 AWL from 2400hrs 30/10/17 till 10.30 a.m. 31/10/17



Award:

Forfeits 1 days’ pay RW

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 22 November, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Marched out from the 1st Aust Corps Depot on 27 November and attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on November 29.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Leave was granted and taken from 19 October, 1918 and re-joined his unit on November 5 and was with his unit when Peace was declared six days later.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 3 April to report to the Aust General Base Depot and they left from there on April 10 crossing to England and marching into the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill the next day.

After demobilisation Sapper Davis embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records advised his mother on 26 June that he was returning home.   He spent the 10th July in the ship’s hospital then returned to duty.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 12 July, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the: 


The 6th Military District, Hobart wrote on 18 July, 1919 to the 2nd Military District in Sydney, NSW that this soldier wanted to be finalised there.
His name was among those soldiers returning listed in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 30 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For serving his country Sapper 7462 Thomas Davis, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (75609) and the Victory Medal (72183).  His mother was issued with the Female Relative Badge.

He married at Newcastle in 1922 to Kathleen Norah Busby.

From 1930 to 1932 they were listed in Electoral Rolls at 56 Mathieson Street, Carrington, NSW with his occupation of coal trimmer.  In 1935 they were at 55 Darling Street, Carrington with the same trade where they remained.

During the Second World War he re-enlisted with the Australian Army from Carrington at Newcastle on 21 January, 1941 aged 47 years.  Personal particulars taken were his height of 160cms (5ft 3ins), weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a fair complexion, blue eyes and grey hair.  Religion was Church of England and next of kin nominated was his wife Nora Davis of 55 Darling Street, Carrington, NSW.  Service No. was N102084 with the 8th Garrison Battalion at Adamstown.  On 29 April, 1942 was appointed Acting Corporal and two months later detached to the 103rd Anti-tank Regiment for a fortnight ending 30 June, 1942.  Further detachment to the 12th Aust Anti-Tank Battery on July 13 and returned on 3 August, 1942.  Was appointed Acting Sergeant on 25 August, 1942 and confirmed Sergeant on 14 October, 1942.  A month later was to report to the G.D.D. for disposal.  Discharge was issued on 11 July, 1943 at the Line of Command, NSW as services were no longer required and for non-disciplinary reasons. 
Thomas Davis, late of Carrington, passed away on 12 January, 1958 aged 61 years.  Notices appeared in the Newcastle Herald on 14 January, 1958.  Cremation took place at Beresfield Crematorium and his ashes were scattered.  

A notice of Probate appeared in the Newcastle Herald on 22 March, 1958.

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Department requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were sent on 13 March, 1958.

Central Army Records received a request from Mrs T. Davis of 29 Morgan Street, Merewether, NSW asking for them to send all her husband’s medals due to him as she would like to wear them on Anzac Day.  Records replied on 14 May, 1963 the medals due to him were the British War Medal and the Victory Medal for the 1914-1918 war and had already been issued to him.  His awards for 1939-45 War were being engraved with his army number and name and would be forwarded by registered post as soon as possible.

Mrs Kathleen Norah Davis died in January, 1974 aged 71 years.  Cremation was also in the Beresfield Crematorium and her ashes were placed in Newcastle Memorial Park at ECW 12/1 0/342 on 21 January, 1974.

His service for 1914-18 War is commemorated at the New South Wales Garden of Remembrance at Rookwood Necropolis, Sydney, NSW with a plaque on wall 2 row L.
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Daily Post Saturday October 28, 1916:


TASMANIAN RECRUITING – YESTERDAY’S VOLUNTEERS


The following men entered camp yesterday as volunteers for the A.I.F.:


T. Davis, miner, Kentish									Article abridged





Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Advocate (Burnie) Saturday July 19, 1919:


PER H.T. AENEAS


Spr. T. Davis, Rozelle, Sydney								Article abridged
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