SAPPER ARTHUR GEORGE CUSACK
3284 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Arthur George Cusack was born on 2 May, 1892 the son of Patrick and Sarah (nee Dougan) in Liverpool, Lancashire, England.  
In 1901 the family were residents at Albermarley Road, Poulton cum Seacombe and was made up of Patrick (46) agent, Sarah (33), Cathe (22), Sarah, (19), Frances R. (14), Henry (11), Alice (9), Arthur (8), Evyly (5) and Lucy A. (9mths).
Ten years later in 1911 their household was at 77 Hughes Street, Liverpool and citizens were Patrick (58) iron & metal broker, Sarah (53), Frances Rose (24), Alice (21), Arthur (19), Eveline (15) and Lucy Agnes (10).

A few years later Arthur came to Queensland and was listed working at Howard as a miner in 1915.

At the recruiting depot in Maryborough early in February, 1916 Arthur applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination having been rejected previously for defective teeth.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

[image: image1.jpg]b LY

ron P i

SHRE or HOWARD.
ROLL o HONOUR





In Brisbane at Enoggera Barracks the application from the single miner from Howard was accepted following the medical examination on 21 February, 1916.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 158cms (5ft 2ins) tall, weighing 56.8kgs (125lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins) with a fair complexion with his brown eyes testing to poor eyesight in the left eye and very poor vision in the right one.  His hair was brown.  Distinctive marks were burns on his right arm and neck and a scar on his forearm.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Sarah Cusack of 77 Hughes Street, Liverpool, England.  
He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion from 22 February until 21 March, 1916 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.
These recruits formed part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company who embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  
The rank of Sapper and the regimental number 3284 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park and reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 30 September, 1916.

His name was listed among those as a member of the Soldiers’ Guild in France which was published in the:

Sapper was wounded in action on 21 September, 1917 with injuries to both hands and sent to the 6th Aust Field Ambulance re-joining his unit on September 24.
There are no Unit Diaries for September and October, 1917 but in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War by Captain O.H. Woodward of the 1st Tunnelling Company records the following events for that time on their work on advanced roads:
ADVANCED ROADS AND DUGOUTS
“We commenced work on the Dugout System at 11 p.m. on the 7th September from the start good progress was made.  Menin Road was always a lively road to negotiate, especially at night time, and the spots - Hell Fire Corner and Birr Cross Road - were accurately ranged by the enemy artillery.  We suffered fairly heavy casualties on this job, chiefly when moving in and out to the job.

On the 18th September, just when the completion of the Dugout was in sight, the outgoing shift at 11 p.m. met disaster.  They had joined the Motor Lorries which had parked between Birr Cross Roads and Hell Fire Corner when one of the lorries received a direct hit from a shell.  We lost 8 killed and 4 wounded and it seemed an act of providence that the remainder of the men escaped.

The first stage of the Menin Road Battle commenced at 5 a.m. on the 20th September and was successful, all objectives being reached. The other three sections of our Company were attached to the attacking Infantry in order to examine and consolidate any Dugouts or “Pill Boxes” captured.  The term “Pill Box” was given to strongly reinforced concrete structure built on the surface, the enemy favouring this type of structure to the Dugout.  The majority of Pill Boxes formed Machine Gun emplacements and apart from direct capture by the Infantry they were almost impregnable.  The entrance to these Pill boxes naturally faced the enemy’s lines so one of the tasks of our men was to construct an opening on the opposite side.”

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Next-of-kin was changed on 21 December, 1917 to his father Patrick Cusack at 77 Hughes Street, Liverpool, England.

His name was listed among those names appearing in the Casualty List published in the:

Leave from England was to be granted from 14 March, 1918 but was recinded.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps left by the enemy.

Sapper proceeded on leave on 28 November, 1918 and while on leave the following occurred: 

On 8 December, 1918 at Our Lady of Compassion Church in West Hampshire, Arthur George Cusack (27) bachelor/miner of 1st Tunnelling Company, married by License to the spinster daughter of Robert Henry Bullen, Clara Henrietta (30) by Rev. Gilbert Sisam according to the rites of the Catholic Church.
His wife, Clara Cusack became his next-of-kin with her address given as 109 Latham Road, East Ham, London C6, England.

He re-joined his unit on 19 December, 1918.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1918 to report to the Aust General Base Depot to prepare for return to England and marched out on April 10 crossing to England and marching into the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill a day later.

On April 13, 1919 Sapper was admitted to the 1st Aust General Hospital at Sutton Veny with bronchitis and two days later discharged to the Training Depot at Sutton Veny. later returning to the No. 1 Group camp.  On 9 May was moved to the No. 2 Group camp and from 18 August was granted indefinite leave to await the family transport home.

Accompanied by his wife and child, Sapper Cusack embarked for Australia on 2 December, 1919 on board H.T. Shropshire.   His name was listed with the returning soldiers published in the:
The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 30 January, 1920.  News of their arrival was reported in the: 


The Queenslanders boarded a train for Brisbane and their arrival was published in the:


Sapper went before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 6 Aust General Hospital on January 31 with his statement of case details given as follows:
Essential facts:
wounded both hands 1917; 1918






no disability (sgd.) A.G. Cusack



Recommendation:
Demobilise

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 24 March, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.  
For serving his country Sapper 3284 Arthur George Cusack, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (17081) and the Victory Medal (16654).

They went to Howard where he continued to work as a miner with their residence listed in 1925 at Black Street and in 1934 at Arthur Street, Howard.

Arthur George Cusack passed away on 4 August, 1939 at the Maryborough General Hospital aged 47 years.  His demise was announced in the:

Interment took place in the monumental section N of Maryborough cemetery within plot no.166 under direction of James Buffey with Rev. F. Hunter officiating.  
His family placed the following notice of bereavement in the:
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Brisbane Courier Tuesday February 8, 1916:


COUNTRY VOLUNTEERS – MARYBOROUGH


February 7.


Thirty-three volunteers came forward for enlistment at Maryborough during the week-end and of this number 13 were accepted as follows: J.H. Murray, J. H. Wilson, and A.O. Goodwin of Maryborough, S.J. M’Carthy, W. Kerr and A. Kerr of Burrum, C. Keene, of Torbanlea; H. Willday, L. Steley, J. M’Cluskey, A.G. Cusack, C.B.L. Rose, of Howard; A. Croaker of Theebine.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





W.A. Record (Perth) Saturday November 4, 1916:


CATHOLIC SOLDIERS’ GUILD


Writing from France, Corporal J.J. Purtell says the Soldiers’ Guild has so far given excellent results, and has been the means of restoring the Faith to the careless ones, and bringing back to God those who have forgotten Him for years.


He sends the following budget of names to be added to the membership of the Guild, and begs the prayers of our devout readers for their spiritual and temporal welfare:


Sapper A.G. Cusack									


Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Tuesday 8 January, 1918:


THE ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LIST NO. 377


WOUNDED


Arthur George Cusack, England								Article abridged





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Friday December 26, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – PER H.T. SHROPSHIRE


Spr. A.G. Cusack, 1st Tun. C.								


Article abridged





Evening News (Sydney) Friday January 30, 1920:


SHROPSHIRE’S TROOPS, SOLDIERS’ WIVES AND CHILDREN


The steamer Shropshire arrived at Sydney early this morning and the troops, several of whom were accompanied by wives and children, disembarked at Woolloomooloo wharf at half-past nine.


There were accorded a hearty welcome at the Anzac Buffet.  				


Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Monday February 2, 1920:


WELCOMED HOME – THE SHROPSHIRE CONTINGENT


The contingent of two Officers, three sisters, 44 other ranks, 42 wives and 13 children, who returned to Australia by the transport Shropshire, arrived in Brisbane by special train at 6 p.m. on Saturday.  Lieut. N.T. Lang was in charge of the train, which was met at Ipswich by Capt. M.C. Trotter.  The Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps conveyed the men to the Rosemount Hospital where a repast was provided by the ladies of the Red Cross.  In the absence of the State Commandant (General Irving) Col E.M. Ralph welcomed the men on behalf of the military authorities and Alderman J. M’Master (Mayor of Brisbane) extended a welcome on behalf of the citizens.  Subsequently cheers were given for the ladies of the Red Cross.





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Saturday August 5, 1939:


DEATHS


CUSACK. —At Maryborough on August 4, Arthur George, beloved husband of Clara Henrietta, and father of Arthur Robert, George William, Francis Joseph and Vincent Cusack.  Aged 47 years.


“R.I.P.”





Grave of Arthur George Cusack in Maryborough Cemetery, Qld


Photo supplied by Fraser Coast Council





Shire of Howard Honour Board 1918


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs website





His name appears on the Shire of Howard Honour Board 1918 at the Howard Information Centre.





A commemorative war service plaque marking his grave was erected under a grant for Unmarked War Graves to local councils. 





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Tuesday August 22, 1939:


THANKS NOTICES


MRS CUSACK and Family desire to thank Rev Fathers Hunter and Fitzgerald, doctors and nursing staff of the Maryborough General Hospital, and friends for their wonderful kindness during their recent sad bereavement.  Also please accept their thanks for the beautiful floral contributions and condolences.  Kindly accept this as their personal thanks.








