SAPPER ALBERT EDWARD CURTIS

972 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Cricklade, Leigh, Wiltshire in England was the birthplace of Albert Edward Curtis about 1885 the son of Mark and Caroline Curtis.  In 1891 the family were living at Swan Lane, Cricklade and consisted of Mark (36) farm labourer, wife Caroline (33), Louisa (9), Albert (6), Lilly (3) and Eliza (1).

A decade later in 1901 the family resided in Cricklade Road, Leigh and the household contained Mark (47) agricultural labourer, Alfred (16), Lily (12), Lizalia (10) and Rose (7).

He came to Western Australia and in 1916 was registered as a farmer at Yalup Brook, Wellington, W.A.

At the recruiting depot in Norseman, W.A. on November 19, 1915 the thirty-nine year old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars taken show he was 165cms (5ft 4¾ins) tall with a chest expansion of 93-97cms (36½-38ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Papers were completed and describe him further weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a dark complexion, hazel eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive scar was a well-marked vaccination point on his left arm.  Baptist was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Mark Curtis of Crescent, Leigh, Crickslade, Wiltshire, England.  He was sworn in at Perth on December 3, 1915.
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Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps had begun on December 1st, 1915 therefore Sapper Curtis was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  The Unit’s title was the No. 3 Company with a major portion of No. 3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 
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On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. 

They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Curtis was assigned the regimental number 972 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No. 3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  

On April 25, 1916 Sapper Curtis left the transport and entered the 21st General Hospital in Alexandria due to slight fits.

Meanwhile the Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

On May 3, 1916 Sapper was admitted to hospital at Ras-el-tin with mild Epilepsy. A transfer took place on May 19 from the Convalescent Hospital at Ras-el-tin to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital at Heliopolis.

Sapper Curtis embarked for Australia on July 5, 1916 at the Suez for discharge on the hospital ship Karoola due to cardiac dilation. (heart cavity becomes enlarged and stretched)  The ship arrived at Fremantle, W.A. (5th Military District) on July 26, 1916.  After leaving the hospital ship he probably received further treatment at the No. 8 General Hospital at Fremantle, W.A.

A copy of his service was made for the War Pension Department the following day. 

His name was listed on the Roll of Honour of his district which was unveiled and reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on December 2, 1916 as medically unfit due to Urethral Calculus. (abnormal concretion composed of mineral salts)

On January 11, 1917 he applied to enlist with Citizens Forces at Claremont, W.A.  Attestation details for the labourer were an age decrease to thirty years and his address was 2 Beaufort Street, Perth.  Previous military service was one year and fourteen days with the 1st Miners; Battalion, A.I.F. until discharged.  Next-of-kin was his father M. Curtis of Leigh, Cricklade, Wiltshire, England.  Height reached 163cms (5ft 4ins) and weighed 73.3kgs (168lbs) with a chest measurement of 122cms (48ins).  Complexion was dark with brown eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a wound scar on the left side of his stomach.  Religion remained the same.  He was declared fit for Home Service and sworn in the same day.

The Camp Commandant at Claremont Military Camp appointed him for duty with No. 5 District Guard.

Eleven days later Military Discharge was issued at Claremont Camp as medically unfit on January 22, 1917. 

He was granted a fortnightly Pension of thirty shillings from January 24, 1917 to his address at 2 Beaufort Street, Perth.  This Pension was cancelled on August 30, 1917.

For service for his country Sapper 972 Albert Edward Curtis, No. 3 Company, Mining Corps, was awarded the British War Medal (8098).

From 1922 onwards he is listed as a farmer residing at “Hillgrove Farm”, Pinjarra, W.A. and is mentioned in Sheep Sales columns when selling at the saleyards.

Staff at the 5th Military District wrote on June 26, 1923 to Base Records inquiring could the Victory Medal on account of the former soldier be forwarded to their Command District for disposal.  The British War Medal Schedule (8098) showed the member was eligible for the Victory Medal but no record was held of same having been received in that District.

Base Records replied on July 6, 1923 that after examination of the Army Form of the ex-member he did not arrive in Egypt until after it ceased to be a theatre of war, 18/3/16 and as he was not a member of the Egyptian Expeditionary Force, and did not join his unit in a theatre of war, was not eligible for the award of the Victory Medal.

A Statement of his Service was forwarded from Base Records on April 5, 1927 to the Repatriation Commission in Perth.

His property at Pinjarra was described in the:


Two mentions in the Police Court were reported in the:


He was involved in an accident in Perth which was described in:

His address in 1949 was still listed as “Hillgrove Farm”, Pinjarra with the occupation of farmer.

Albert Edward Curtis passed away about May 11, 1955 with his age given as 65 years.  Funeral Service was conducted by A.J. Purslowe & Co with Reverend King officiating the service.

His grave is located in the Anglican portion of Pinjarra Cemetery within section A in grave number 276.  There is no headstone.
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The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….A.E. Curtis.


Article abridged








South Western Advertiser Friday September 15, 1916:


ROLL OF HONOUR


…an interesting ceremony of unveiling a Roll of Honour of the men of the district who have gone forth to fight the battle took place.  The ceremony was performed by Mr Lee, a member of the Drakesbrook Road Board, who, in his opening remarks, apologised for the absence of the chairman of the Board (Mr Fouracre). 


The whole work has been beautifully carried out and Mr Doubikin is to be complimented on it, as well as his patriotism in handing the Roll of Honour over to a public body, such as the Waroona Hall Trustees.  To Mr C.C. Thatcher, the secretary of the Drakesbrook Road Board, is due a mead of praise for the printing of the names on the board, and also to Mrs Bert Lee for coloring on same, which was very finely carried out.  


The following names are on the Honour Roll:  A.E. Curtis.		


Article abridged








Sunday Times Sunday February 26, 1933:


THE SELECTOR’S GUIDE


TENDERS RETURNABLE AT BUNBURY  11/3/33


28/52


Portion of Cockburn Sound Location 16 and being lot 6 on plan 4496, being the whole of the land comprises in Certificate of Title volume 756 folio 59 standing in the name of Albert Edward Curtis, containing 534 acres 0 roods 20 perches, situated 6 miles north-east of Pinjarra.  Described as 112 acres first-class good rich loam; balance second-class sandy gravelly hills, redgum, wandoo, jarrah and banksia; permanent streams and well; South Dandalup River runs through property; 162 acres part cleared; 262 acres rung and blackboys chopped; 96 chains 2 wire and netting, 34 chains 3 wire and netting, 48 chains 6 wire boundary and 32 chains 4 wire; 80 chains 3 and 4 wire, 50 chains posts.  Humpy and small open shed.  Stock and plant that may be in our possession and belonging to the place at time of purchase.  An exceptionally good property, Suitable for dairying and will carry a few sheep.  Splendid feed country.








South Western Advertiser Thursday July 6, 1944:


PINJARRA POLICE COURT


Albert E. Curtis was charged with branding sheep with an unregistered wool brand, to which he pleaded guilty and was fined £5 and costs, in default 15 days’ hard labour.	


					Article abridged








South Western Advertiser Friday May 7, 1948:


CHARGE DISMISSED


In Pinjarra Police Court on Monday, before Messrs G. Beacham and H. Taylor, J’s P., Albert Edward Curtis, farmer, of Pinjarra, was charged that on May 1 he supplied liquor to natives.  After hearing evidence, the case was dismissed, the justices considering that there was a doubt in connection with the supply.


Joseph Nannup and Robert William Nannup, natives, within the meaning of the Act, were charged in Pinjarra Police Court on Monday with attempting to receive liquor.


They were fined 30/-, with 3/- costs.


Messrs G.J. Beacham and H. Taylor, J’sP, were on the bench.








The West Australian Friday September 1, 1950:


COLLISON WITH TRAM


When a utility truck collided with a tram in Albany-highway, Victoria Park, last night, a passenger in the utility received concussion.  He was Albert Edward Curtis (60), of Pinjarra, who was taken in a St John ambulance to the Royal Perth Hospital and admitted.


The tram, driven by Raymond Howard, of Carr-street, South Perth, was travelling eastwards near the junction of Westminster-street, and the utility was travelling in the opposite direction when they collided about 7.10 o’clock.  Curtis was apparently flung from the utility.  Damage to the right front of the tram and the right side of the utility was extensive.











