SAPPER JOHN COUSTON
7020 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

John (Jack) Couston stated he was born in Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland in 1888 and was the son of William and Janet Couston.  He arrived as a child with his parents to Victoria, Australia and had a sister, Jean.  News of his father’s demise was reported in the:
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Due to ill health Janet Couston left Victoria and went to the West Coast of Tasmania for a change of climate at Zeehan.  She established herself as a dressmaker residing at Grant Street and was a very keen supporter of the Brethren, presiding over the religious activities carried on at the Gospel Hall and assisted the sick and needy of the district.
John became a member of the Loyal Silver Star Lodge and elected their secretary as reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot at Western Junction camp on 28 October, 1916 the single twenty-eight-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad having previously been rejected for defective vision.  Attestation forms describe him as 179cms (5ft 10½ins) tall, weighing 85kgs (187lbs) with a chest expansion of 97-42cms (38-40½ins) and fair in complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and had fair hair.  Methodist was his religion.  Medical notation was feet very flat, but recommended for acceptance as he is a good walker as per vide on Citizen Forces attestation paper.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Janet Couston of 11 Grant Street, Zeehan, Tas. and later 33 Main Street, Zeehan.  
He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:


Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion, Claremont Camp (6th Military District) on 29 October, 1916.  
Final home leave was granted and his return home was mentioned in the:

The recruits were transferred to the February, 1917 Reinforcements training at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military District) on 10 February, 1917.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted that his Will was lodged with Mr Alfred Bremmer of Main Street, Zeehan.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7020.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Couston left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and the remainder marching into Nos 1 and 3 camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

Military discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Parkhouse 16/8/17 AWL from 2400 hrs 16/8/17


Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay by Major E. Lewis 17/8/17


Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay for 17/8/17

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 18 August, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  On 7 September, 1917 was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company who were situated on the Coast of Belgium with headquarters at St Idesbaldie and were working at Nieuport Bains sector in the sand dunes on Infantry subways and sleeping accommodation and boring in several places.
On 27 November, 1917 went sick with myalgia (muscular pain) to the 2 /2 West Riding Field Ambulance and re-joined his unit on 1 December.

Went sick again on 18 December, 1917 to the 2 /3 New Midland Field Ambulance suffering influenza and moved to the 57th Field Ambulance then to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.  Two days later was admitted to the 10th General Hospital at Rouen but his condition worsened to Pyrexia (fever uncertain origin and on 31 December was conveyed on the hospital ship Aberdonian and admitted to the 2nd Birmingham War Hospital, Northfield on 2 January, 1918.  Was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 21 January and discharged to No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.

In trouble again with authorities as follows:



Offence:
Hurdcott 28/2/18 AWL from midnight 28/2/18 till 3.15 p.m. 7/3/18


Case dismissed as medical certificate was produced to Lt-Col. F. Flintoff 8/3/18

Marched out on 2 April, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on April 19 marching into the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day.  Sapper re-joined his unit on 25 April and was taken on strength with the Company who had returned to France and working at Baisieux – Ancre Line on machine gun positions and dugouts.

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Marched out on 5 December, 1918 for the Medical Board at the Aust General Base Depot and cleared to be sent back to England returning on December 10 disembarking at Southampton and proceeding to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth classified with B Class debility.

Was admitted sick to hospital at Weymouth on 15 December and returned to duty on December 24, 1918.
Sapper Couston embarked for discharge in Australia due to flat feet on board H.T Ulysses on 18 January, 1919.  Base Records advised his mother on 8 February that he was returning home.

His name was among those listed as returning published in the:


The troopship reached Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 6 March, 1919 entering three days quarantine with news of their arrival reported in the:

The Tasmanians continued their voyage on Ulysses across Bass Strait and appears to have been again quarantined further at the Quarantine Station at Barnes Bay as the vessel was deemed unclean.
On 28 April, 1919 Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded medical proceedings together with dates of arrival and discharge for the soldier to Base Records. 
Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 15 May, 1919 as medically unfit. 
Later that year he was listed in Electoral Rolls at 11 Grant Street, Zeehan with the occupation of labourer.

For serving his country Sapper 7020 John Couston, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (7372) and the Victory Medal (7153).

He was secretary of the Zeehan Returned Soldiers’ League Sub-branch and is mentioned in the:



His medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  A letter to him was forwarded to the last known address of his mother.  He responded by letter dated 26 April, 1924 from 8 Frederick Street, Zeehan to their circular but had lost his wallet with his discharge and did not know the required dates for completion of their form and would try to get the details from Anglesea Barracks, Hobart.  He completed their application form.  Both medals were sent by registered post on 13 May and delivery was receipted three days later by him. 
In 1928 he is listed with his mother at 124 Main Street, Zeehan with the occupation of labourer.

His appointment was announced in the:


His generous assistance through the RSL for their annual ball was acknowledged in the:

His address was listed as 52 Counsel Street, Zeehan in 1936 and 1937.
His mother Janet Couston passed away in February, 1945 aged 84 years after spending 60 years in Australia with 40 of them at Zeehan.
A further appointment was announced in the:

His relocation to Hobart was announced in the:                                    *spelt as Coulson in article

In 1954 he was at St John’s Park, New Town, Hobart and a pensioner and in 1958 listed at Gillibrand House, New Town with no occupation.

John (Jack) Couston, late of New Town, passed away on 17 June, 1958 aged 70 years.  Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Cornelian Bay Cemetery within section TT in grave no. 371.  There is no headstone.
The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were duly forwarded on 6 August, 1958.
His name is commemorated in the Zeehan Municipality Roll of Honour.
Age (Melbourne) Tuesday February 13, 1900:


DEATHS


COUSTON, Willie, beloved husband of Janet Couston, drowned while bathing in South African River.  No particulars yet to hand.





Ovens and Murray Advertiser (Beechworth) Saturday February 17, 1900:


A SAD AFFLICTION


Much sympathy was felt for Mr B. Couston, teller at the Beechworth branch of the Bank of Victoria, on Tuesday evening, when it became known that he had received information briefly stating that his eldest brother, Mr William Couston, had been drowned in South Africa, being the second member of the family who had perished by a similar fatality within three years.  The deceased was, previous to the outbreak of the present war, employed as chief engineer at one of the largest mines at Johannesburg, and his untimely and unexpected death occasioned general condolence for the sad loss sustained by his brother, Mr B. Couston.





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Thursday September 28, 1911:


The half-yearly meeting of the Loyal Silver Star Lodge, M.U.I.O.O.F. was held in the Temperance Hall on Tuesday evening, there was a very large attendance of members and visitors; owing to the death of Bro. M.J. Turner, P.C.S. of the Cornwall district, the lodge was in mourning.


Election of Officers was held and fare very keen competitive balloting the following were duly elected:


E. Sec. Bro. John Couston								Article Abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Friday October 27, 1916:


The following men left by the Emu Bay train yesterday for the respective camps: Western Junction (Citizen Forces): John Couston (Zeehan)								Article abridged





Zeehan and Dundas Herald Wednesday December 27, 1916:


Private John Couston arrived in Zeehan on Monday on leave.  He is looking remarkably fit and expresses satisfaction with the good efforts of camp life and drill on his general health.  Private Couston will be leaving on January 3, 1917, to re-join his company at camp.





Mercury Saturday February 22, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – TASMANIAN CONTINGENTS


PER H.T. UYSSES


Spr Couston, J. 2nd Tunn C. Mrs J. Couston, 11 Grant-st, Zeehan, Tas.			Article abridged





Age Tuesday March 11, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – A BIG DISEMBARKATION


Another large complement of returned Victoria soldiers arrived by the Bay steamer Courier from the quarantine station yesterday.  The Ulysses and Delta, which brought the men from England, had on board 450 men and 410 soldiers respectively.  Yesterday was the eighth day of the Ulysses in quarantine, but the Delta only reached the station on Friday last.  A number of the men on this vessel protested against the quarantining of the Delta, and the protest took formal shape.  When the objection was made known to authorities, the order was given the troops should disembark with those on the Ulysses.  The decision greatly pleased the men, who longed for home.


It took a large fleet of motor cars to convey them to the “finalisation” depot, where were 3000 of friends and relatives congregated.  The soldiers were accorded a rousing reception on passing through the streets and at the depot they were cheered by all.  It is a pleasing commentary on the work of the officials at the depot that their duties were discharged at 7 p.m., about 3½ hours after the arrival of the Courier.  The system at the “finalisation” depot is now so completed that it may be taken as a pattern in the proposed standardisation of similar depots throughout the Commonwealth. 





Advocate (Burnie) Wednesday May 30, 1923:


PROTEST BY RETURNED SOLDIERS


A meeting of the Zeehan sub-branch of the Returned Soldiers and Sailors’ Imperial League of Australia was held at the club rooms on Monday evening.  The attendance was a large one, there being actually a full muster of all the returned soldiers in Zeehan.  Mr W.T. Moyle, the president of the sub-branch was in the chair.  He announced that the chief business of the meeting was to consider the attitude of the Zeehan Municipal Council and the Mines Department in connection with the office of Registrar of Mines, Zeehan.  


The Council and the Secretary of Mines, had seen of an attempt to deprive Mr Leitch, a returned soldier, of the position of Registrar of Mines.  


		Cont’d





Continues:


The council was very wrong in taking the stand it had taken.  It was decided that it could not allow the council clerk (Mr Rees) to take the position, and afterwards, under some sort of pressure, the quality of which was kept from the ratepayers, it proposed taking action to rewind its former decision on the matter.


Mr T.R. Chester said that over 300 men went to the war from the Zeehan district.


The council wants to take away the position of Registrar of Mines from a man who had gone to war to fight for their common liberties.  It was not in any case a fair deal.


The Secretary of the Sun-Branch, Mr J. Couston, was instructed to forward a copy of this relating to Zeehan Municipal Council and also to the head executive of the Returned Soldiers’ League, Hobart. 


Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Monday October 5, 1931:


RANGER


Mr John Couston has been appointed ranger by the warden.





Advocate (Burnie) Thursday March 12, 1936:


R.S. AND S.I.L.A ZEEHAN SUB-BRANCH – ANNUAL MEETING


In collaboration with the local hospital board, the usual Armistice ball was held.  Good service was done by Messrs. G. Muirennan and J. Couston, while our old helpers, Mrs Hanson and party, were again very much to the fore with the supper arrangements.							                 Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Thursday August 23, 1945:


THE WEST COAST – ZEEHAN MUNICIPAL COMMISSION


Mr J. Couston was appointed pound-keeper for Zeehan.





Advocate (Burnie) Monday August 19, 1946:


SOCIAL AND PERSONAL


Mr Jack Coulson has left for Hobart, where he will reside.
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