SAPPER CLEMENT LAWRENCE COTTON
752 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Clement Lawrence / Laurence Cotton was born in Derby, Tasmania in 1891 the son of George Fordyce and Rose Ann (nee O’Toole) Cotton.
At eleven years of age he was a witness at the Police Office, Derby with the following reported in the:
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He stated he had been prosecuted for drunkenness once.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Queensland (1st Military District) on 11 August, 1915 the single twenty-four-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 174cms (5ft 8¼ins) tall, weighing 61.3kgs (135lbs) with a chest expansion of 86-92cms (34-36ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on his left shin.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father George Fordyce Cotton of Derby, Tasmania.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day but lost and swearing in was at Enoggera Barracks on 27 December, 1915.
After basic training at Enoggera Barracks was allotted to the Mining Corps Depot then sent to join other volunteers from across the country at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales for final training as a Corps for service abroad.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 752 in No. 1 Company of the Corps.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  
The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
Sapper was assigned to the No. 2 Company of the Corps.
On 4 July, 1916 was sent to the 1st New Zealand Field Ambulance with Lumbago (pain in lower back after sprain, strain or ligament damage) and re-joined from hospital on July 14.
The No. 2 Company was officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field on 29 December, 1916.

Sapper was wounded in action by gas shells on 28 May, 1917 and taken to the 4th London Field Ambulance then transferred to the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station progressing to the 2nd General Hospital at Wimereux.   Was invalided to England on June 2 on the hospital ship St Patrick from Boulogne entering the 1st Eastern General Hospital in Cambridge a day later.  
Base Records advised his father by Telegram of the following:

His name appeared in the Casualty List appearing in the:


On 10 August, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth three days later.  
Sapper was taken on strength with the No. 2 Command Depot from 16 September, 1917.
Sapper Cotton embarked for a change to Australia due to gas poisoning on 27 September, 1917 on board H.T. Suevic.  Base Records advised his father on 2 November he was on his way home.  

Sapper chose to disembark in Sydney with Victoria Barracks notifying Base Records on 8 December that he had arrived on 20 November, 1917 on H.T. Suevic and discharge in consequence of medical unfitness taking place on 18 December, 1917.
He was mentioned in a letter home by a former resident who saw Tasmanian soldiers while in England and was published in the:


Military discharge took place in Sydney, (2nd M.D.) on 19 December, 1917 as medically unfit.
He was issued with a Military Pension of £3 ($6) per fortnight from 20 December to him care of “Teralta”, Prince Albert Street, Mosman, Sydney, NSW.

In 1919 he was listed at Derby, Tasmania working as a miner.  
For serving his country Sapper 752 Clement Lawrence Cotton, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (33138) and the Victory Medal (32733.)
The following appearance before the Police Court was reported in the:

The Victoria Branch of the Repatriation Commission urgently requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were duly sent on 28 January, 1928 and the Brisbane branch received their request on 14 September, 1928.
He was still listed at Derby until 1928 then in 1930 was at 47 Christie Street, Crow’s Nest, Sydney working as a labourer.
By 1934 worked as a labourer in Tully, North Queensland and two years later was prospecting at Mt Benham in the Ingham area being listed there until 1943.  In 1949 he had moved to Mt Fox in the same district and a miner remaining there until about 1958.

He married in 1960 in Lismore, New South Wales to Caroline Howarth and three years later were retired and living at 123 Block L, Elliott Avenue, Erskineville, Sydney.

Mrs Caroline Cotton died on 27 August, 1966 aged 80 years and buried in the Catholic portion at Rookwood Cemetery, Sydney.
He declared at Newtown, Sydney in at Statutory Declaration on 31 October, 1966 from his address at 123 Elliott Avenue, Erskineville, NSW that the circumstances in which he lost his Military Discharge was in a bush fire in 1950 at Mt Fox, (Q’land) and to the best of my knowledge the said Discharge was not in the hands of any persons on his behalf without his consent.

Base Records sent him a Statement of Service on 8 November, 1966. 

Clement Lawrence / Laurence Cotton passed away aged 80 years on 18 January, 1971 at Auburn, Sydney.  Arrangements were placed in the:


Records of Rookwood Catholic Cemetery show him buried on 27 January, 1971 in section Mortuary 2, Row 7 in Grave no. 2074 with his wife Caroline Cotton which can be taken his ashes were interred in the same grave on that date.  There is no headstone.
The following in connection with his Estate was advertised in the:
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Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Wednesday September 10, 1902:


SCOTTSDALE


On Thursday, at the Police Office, Derby, before Mr C. O’Reilly and Messrs W.J. Westrope and W. Tucker, a school teacher was proceeded against for assaulting and beating one Clement Cotton on August 13, 1902.  Mr J.P. Clark appeared for defendant, who pleaded not guilty.  C. Cotton, F.W. Jacobs, E. Monagan, and F.E. Bomford gave evidence for the prosecution.  Mr Clark pointed out the information was bad, as it contained two distinct charges, but he would prefer the Bench to deal with the case on its merits.  After consultation, the Chairman said the information would be dismissed with costs counsel being allotted £1 1s.
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Daily Telegraph Tuesday June 20, 1917:


TOLL OF WAR – AUSTRALIA’S SHARE – WOUNDED


Spr. Clement Lawrence Cotton							


Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Monday November 19, 1917: 


WOUNDED ARRIVE EARLY


The Contingent of 1073 returning wounded soldiers that were due to disembark at 10 o’clock this morning arrived yesterday, and the whole of the men were landed from the ship at midday.  The vessel arrived timely a day earlier than expected and the authorities decided that the men must be landed at 10 a.m.  The secretary of the Royal Automobile Club was notified just before midnight on Saturday and at an early hour on Monday morning had organised a “chain” system of notifying members. Considerable delay occurred, and disembarkation was not begun until a quarter to 1, but motorists waited patiently.  First hundred and seventy-six New South Wales and Queensland men were taken direct to the Caulfield Hospital and about [blurred] South Australians and Tasmanians to the St Kilda Road Rest House, while the Victorians were sent by special trains to Flinders Street.  The interstate men at Caulfield will leave by two special trains today and all motorist who can assist a requested by the Automobile Club to assemble at Caulfield Military Hospital at quarter past 11 a.m. sharp.   		   		         Article abridged 





News of their arrival and movements were published in the:





Sapper Clement L. Cotton


Photo – Tasmanian Weekly Courier issued


August 30, 1917. Sourced from Ancestry Public Member Trees and contributed by Manda Parkins 18/12/2013





The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military district) on 18 November, 1917 and were disembarked to the Caulfield Hospital overnight and continued to Sydney (2nd M.D.) by special train the next day.  





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday December 1, 1917:


 A VISIT TO THE CAMPS – TASMANIANS IN ENGLAND


(By Mrs F.A. Cranstoun, c/o Bank of Australasia, Threadneedle-street, London)                    LONDON, Sept, 15


As I was to spend a holiday with my sister in Cornwall, it was a good opportunity to visit some of the camps en route.


The following are the names of those I saw from the North and North-East and hope I have not made any mistake in copying the lists given to me.  C.L. Cotton						Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Wednesday August 22, 1923:


DERBY POLICE COURT – CHARGE OF RESISTING DISMISSED – COSTS AGAINST POLICE


Unusual interest was centred in to Police Court proceedings on Friday, the court having been crowded.  Main interest attached to the case in which Senior constable Gillham had arrested Patrick Cunningham, a returned soldier for using obscene language and resisting arrest.  He also arrested another returned soldier named Clement Cotton, charging him with striking him with his fist and kicking him while he was struggling with Cunningham.


Witnesses for the prosecution—W. Crichton, W.E. Herbert and Clement Cotton—stated generally that the defendant and the Senior Constable Gillham were struggling on the footpath, the latter having defendant by the throat.  Cotton asked the constable not to choke him, but treat him like a man and let him up, which the constable did.  Cotton then advised the defendant to go quietly as he would have to go and gave each the hats, and the constable and defendant proceeded down the street still handcuffed together.


Clement Cotton, arrested on warrant, was then charged with having assaulted Senior Constable Gillham by striking and kicking him while he was arresting Patrick Cunningham in the execution of his duty.  Defendant pleaded not guilty and was defended by Mr R. Clarke.


Senior Constable Gillham then asked leave of the Bench to withdraw the charge with was granted.	     


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday January 20, 1971:


FUNERALS


COTTON—The Relatives and Friends of the late Clement Laurence Cotton are kindly invited to attend his Funeral Service to take place at the Crematorium Rookwood this (Thursday) Afternoon at 1.30 o’clock.  Please meet at the Crematorium.


LABOR MOTOR FUNERALS





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales (Sydney) Friday March 12, 1971:


IN the matter of the estates of the undermentioned deceased persons, and pursuant to the Wills, Probate and Administration Act, 1898-1954; the Public Trustee hereby gives notice that creditors and other having any claim against or to the estate of any of the undermentioned deceased persons, who died on or about the respective dates hereunder mentioned, and representation of whose estates was obtained by the Public Trustee in the manner and upon the dates hereunder of the respective deceased person to the respective person entitled, having regard only to the claims of which he then has notice.


Clement Laurence Cotton, late of Erskineville, retired labourer, died 18 January, 1971; an election to administer, with the will dated 15th December, 1970, annexed, was filed on 3rd March, 1971.		


                  Article abridged








